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Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club, Inc. 

July 2017, Volume 59, Issue 11 Editor: Sharon Marburger 

The Pick & Shovel is the official publication of the 
Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club, Inc., Lincoln, Nebraska. 
Articles and items appearing within may be reproduced 
in other club bulletins, provided proper credit is given 
to the Pick & Shovel  and the author. 

The purpose of this corporation shall be to study, promote an 
interest in, and disseminate knowledge of lapidary and various Earth 
Sciences including but not necessarily limited to Geology, 
Paleontology and Mineralogy.  It shall be a particular purpose of the 
corporation to provide education in these fields to its members and 
the general public, especially to youth and student groups. 

Pඋൾඌංൽൾඇඍ’ඌ Mൾඌඌൺ඀ൾ 

by Jayne Beer 

Greetings fellow rock heads! I sit here writing 
this message with visions of the club's fantastic 
camping trip and field trips running through my head. 
We had a great group of rock friends join us down at 
the campground near Sabetha, Kansas. I have to say 
that it was great to spend some time away from the 
hustle and bustle of daily life.  

Day #1: Wooly had the day planned out and we 
started down on the Nemaha River. It was a fabulous 
day on the river! We split up and went both 
directions. We were able to safely cross the river. 
The familiar call "LAKER" was heard many times! Brian found the prize 
winner (in my opinion). It was the size of the palm of my hand.  

At lunch time, we headed to the vehicles for a bite to eat. Soon, talk 
turned to the fossil sponges that Roger Pabian used to take us to find. Jim 
Marburger said he knew where that location was. We excitedly hopped into 
our vehicles, following Jim and Sharon. It was not long and we came upon 
that lovely sign that our friend Roger always fondly said was his favorite 
sign, "Minimum Maintenance Road". We hadn’t gone very far down this 
road when we discovered we were headed up a road of rocks that NO 
minivan should be driving on. As a side note, it should be mentioned here 
that this is not the first time that we have taken a vehicle certainly not 
meant for off-roading over less-than-smooth roads. When we got to the top 
of the hill, we came upon a familiar glacial till area. We had been there 
with Roger Pabian years before. We tried to find the sponges, but those 
little guys eluded us this trip but, hopefully, one day, we will find them 
again.  

Day #2: A few members of our group had to go home and not join us. 
We went to a different location on the Nemaha. The highlight of this day 
for me was when Logan (Linda Guenter's grandson) calls out, "I found a 
Laker." We all headed over to find that he had indeed found a nice Lake 
Superior Agate! He was so proud! I love it!  

Even though we had a great group on this trip, I have to mention that I 
was surprised, and a little disappointed, that those members who always 
say they want to go out on field trips did not join us. Have no fear ... there 
will be other opportunities to get out! I have an idea in the baby steps of 
planning. I want to head out on August 21st and be out rock collecting 
when the once in a lifetime solar eclipse happens. Stay tuned for more 
information.  

 

(Continued on page 2) 

2017 Mൾൾඍංඇ඀ඌ ൺඇൽ Aർඍංඏංඍංൾඌ 

General Meetings: 

Regular monthly meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Bethany Park Shelter House. Youth activities begin at 
6:00 p.m.  
 

 

Board Meetings: 

Board Meetings, unless otherwise stated, begin at 6:30 p.m. 
on the first Wednesday of the month, at the home of Vera 
Lyman. 

 

Activities: 

July Rock Party 
July 15, 2017 
Hosts: Nick & Nykky, their home, Beatrice 
Theme: TACOS!!! 
Bring your equipment and projects. 
 
Special Silent Auction at meeting 
September 21, 2017 
A special donation to the club was received at the Show. We 
would like to give members the first opportunity to bid on 
these items. 

Wild Fall Festival at Pioneers Park Nature Center 
September 22 from 5:00—8:00 p.m.  

Sep: September 6 
Oct: October 4 

Nov: November 1 
Dec: November 29 

September 21 
October 19 

November 16 
December 3 

 

Charles Messenger 

Susy McMahan 

Sharon Marburger 
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by Carolyn Ashmore 

As we all know, being rockhounds on field trips, sometimes 
the trail has some bumps, and sometimes there are ups and 
downs on the road we take to get to collecting areas where we 
look for certain treasures. Well, our little trip in June was no 
exception! 

Paul and I rode with the Marburgers that Saturday, and with 
Jim at the helm, our little caravan of six vehicles started up the 
road to reach the top of the hill where some glacier remnants 
could be seen. At first, it wasn’t so bad, and everyone behind us 
was doing great. How quickly that changed though, about a third 
of the way up the hill. We could see holes in the road (and I do 
mean some pretty serious holes here) and places where a 
bulldozer had torn out trees and destroyed the road. At times 
you had to guess which way to go, then wondering whether or 
not it even was a road. It was like riding a horse, going this way 
and that, with the very real possibility of a vehicle getting high-
centered or stuck, or, even worse, something breaking on 
someone’s car. 

About halfway up the hill, Sharon got a text from Jayne 
Beer, who was immediately behind us, saying, “Are you kidding 
me right now?” and “Yippeekaii Yay!” We could tell that Jayne 
was having a blast! There was no turning back now, so Jim kept 
going, ever so slowly at times, leading our little band of 
adventurers higher and higher up the hill until it was safe to pull 
over. As we all got out of the cars, we were smiling and talking 
about the ride up the hill. We later found out that the road was 
closed and the sign was laying in a ditch.  

We all had a wonderful camping/field trip together once 
again, with plenty of good food and good people, and lots of 
rock talk. We will always have the fond memories of our little 
rockhound family going up the Yippeeekaii Yay road together. 

This month's rock grinding party is at Nick’s and Nykky’s 
house in Beatrice. This is the second party that they've had. The 
date is July 15. It will be a fun night!  

PLEASE volunteer to take over the newsletter!  

GET INVOLVED! You won't be sorry! This is a great group 
of people! Cheers!  

(Continued from page 1) 

Pඋൾඌංൽൾඇඍ’ඌ Mൾඌඌൺ඀ൾ—ർඈඇඍංඇඎൾൽ Tඁൾ Yංඉඉൾൾൾ඄ൺංං Yൺඒ Rඈൺൽ 

The “good” section of the Yippeekaii Yay road! Photo by Jayne Beer. 

 

Silversmithing classes 
Tuesday Evenings 

7:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 

The Jewelry Connection Ltd. 
Indian Village Shopping Ctr. 

13th & Arapahoe, Lincoln 

Tuition: $130 plus $30 supply deposit 

SUMMER BREAK 
Session 4: Aug 8 - Sep 26, 2017 
Session 5: Oct 3 - Nov 28, 2017 

Contact: 
Jayne Beer 402-890-3307 
Judith Bay 402-423-7058 

or e-mail 
jbeer60070@aol.com 

They didn’t 
quite get 
down and 
kiss the 
ground 
when we 
reached the 
top of the 
hill. 
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Proudly serving 
the hobby for 

41 years 

J J 
L & 

J J & L Rocks & Minerals 
P.O. Box 68 
Hickman, NE  68372 

Lee Harrison 
Eric Harrison 
402.792.2337 

330 Locust 
Hickman, NE  68372 

James Marburger 
Sharon Marburger 

402.792.2348 

jimandjohn@jjlrocksandminerals.com 
www.jjlrocksandminerals.com 
jjlrocksmin - Ebay Username 

 

Rඈൺൽඌංൽൾ Cඅൾൺඇ-ඎඉ 

by Sharon Marburger 

June 4 turned out to be a very warm day. It was quite 
fortunate for our trash pickers that our 2-mile stretch of Highway 
77 was exceptionally clean, except for the half-mile stretch south 
of the truck weigh station. We thank Ed Ridge and his brother for 
their persistence in sticking with it until it was all cleaned. 
Several of our volunteers felt ill effects from being out in the 
blistering heat and high humidity. Roadside Clean-up Chairman, 
Jim Marburger, says a lesson was learned; we will not postpone 
future clean-ups and risk running into similar weather. 

There were plenty of volunteers for this clean-up. All of the 
help was very much appreciated. I would list off the names of 
those participating but I was one of those people who lost brain 
cells in the heat. I do not want to inadvertently omit anyone. I will 
just say that lots of bodies equal more time to have fun at the 
Rock Party afterwards! 

E-Bear from the Midwest Federation was one 
of the attendees. He posed for a picture, then 
rode around with Jim to distribute water and 
provide transportation back to vehicles 
parked at the rest area. 
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Bඈൺඋൽ ඈൿ Dංඋൾർඍඈඋඌ 

President 
Jayne Beer, 402.890.3307 
JBeer60070@aol.com 

1st Vice-President 
Charles Wooldridge, 402.975.0416 
charles.wooldridgeii@gmail.com 

2nd Vice-President 
Sharon Marburger, 402.429.3323 
lgmc.editor@outlook.com 

Treasurer 
Vera Lyman, 402.464.6089 

Secretary 
Jim Marburger, 402.430.6703 
james.marburger@outlook.com 

Aൽඏൾඋඍංඌංඇ඀, Sඎൻඌർඋංඉඍංඈඇ, ൺඇൽ 
Mൾආൻൾඋඌඁංඉ Iඇൿඈඋආൺඍංඈඇ 

Advertising by rock / hobby business or 
interest is permitted with the approval of the 
Board of Directors. Contact the Editor with 
your proposed ad. The rate is set at $20.00 
per full page; $10.00 per 1/2 page; $5.00 per 
1/4 page (minimum) per issue, paid in 
advance to the Club treasurer. Ads will be 
placed throughout the newsletter as space 
permits. 

Subscription to the Pick & Shovel is $15.00 
per year for mailed copy. 

Membership dues for the Lincoln Gem & 
Mineral Club are as follows: 

Adults (age 16 and over) - $15 per year or 
$25 per couple (within the same 
household) 

Juniors - $2 per year (with a responsible 
adult) 

 
All new memberships must be accompanied 
by a written application. Prospective 
members must gain Board approval and 
attend one regular meeting before being 
approved for membership. 

Mail Exchange Newsletters to: 
 
Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club, Inc. 
P.O. Box 5342 
Lincoln, NE  68505-0342 
 
Or e-mail newsletters to: 
lgmc.editor@outlook.com 

A color version of the Pick & Shovel is available at: 
http://www.lincolngemmineralclub.org/index.php/newsletters/current 

Board Member 
Carolyn Ashmore, 402.325.8878 
saturn1_101@hotmail.com 

Board Member 
Corey Beer, 402.466.6628  

Board Member 
Ed Dvorak, 402.946.3041 
ed20649@windstream.net 

Board Member 
Ed Ridge, 402.477.8469 


