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Regular monthly meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. at the Bethany Park 
Shelter House on the third Thursday of the month: Sep., Oct., Nov., 
Feb., Mar., Apr., and May; the first Sunday in December; and the 
fourth Saturday in January.  Youth activities begin at 6:30 p.m. on the 
same dates.  Summer meetings and other activities will be announced 
as they are planned. 

UUPCOMINGPCOMING E EVENTSVENTS 

Calendar of  
2011 Meeting Dates 

Board General 
Nov 30 (Dec) Dec 4 

Monthly Rock Party 
December 10, 2011 

 5:00 p.m. 
Jim & Sharon Marburger, Hosts 

Details on page 2. 

December General Meeting 
Christmas Party 

December 4, 2011 
5:00 p.m. 

 
Potluck Supper - Club will 
furnish fried chicken and 

beverages.  Members bring two 
side dishes (hot & cold) 

Rock Bingo 
Gift Exchange 

See details in Minutes on p. 4. 

TTHEHE  PURPOSEPURPOSE  OFOF  THISTHIS  CORPORATIONCORPORATION  SHALLSHALL  BEBE  TOTO  STUDYSTUDY, , PROMOTEPROMOTE  ANAN  INTERESTINTEREST  ININ, , ANDAND  DISSEMINATEDISSEMINATE  KNOWLEDGEKNOWLEDGE  OFOF  
LAPIDARYLAPIDARY  ANDAND  VARIOUSVARIOUS E EARTHARTH S SCIENCESCIENCES  INCLUDINGINCLUDING  BUTBUT  NOTNOT  NECESSARILYNECESSARILY  LIMITEDLIMITED  TOTO G GEOLOGYEOLOGY, P, PALEONTOLOGYALEONTOLOGY  
ANDAND M MINERALOGYINERALOGY.  I.  ITT  SHALLSHALL  BEBE  AA  PARTICULARPARTICULAR  PURPOSEPURPOSE  OFOF  THETHE  CORPORATIONCORPORATION  TOTO  PROVIDEPROVIDE  EDUCATIONEDUCATION  ININ  THESETHESE  
FIELDSFIELDS  TOTO  ITSITS  MEMBERSMEMBERS  ANDAND  THETHE  GENERALGENERAL  PUBLICPUBLIC, , ESPECIALLYESPECIALLY  TOTO  YOUTHYOUTH  ANDAND  STUDENTSTUDENT  GROUPSGROUPS..  

Mid-Winter Rock Swap 
January 28, 2012, 1:00 - 5:00 p.m. 

Bethany Park Shelter House 
Pizza Supper at 5:45 p.m. 

General Meeting follows at 7:00 p.m. 
No Mineral Monkey activity planned. 
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by Richard Peterson 

Another year is almost 
over, which only confirms 
that time does fly when 
you’re enjoying the hobby 
you love. 

Our December meeting 
is a time to celebrate the 
season.  Your club will provide the chicken, we ask 
that you bring two sides (and your appetite) and be 
ready to win some nice ROCK BINGO prizes.  We’ll 
need your help with the prizes, so bring some nice 
items to donate.  See you there. 

Don’t forget, we have our 33rd Annual Rock 
Swap & Sale coming up in January.  Let’s all chip in 
and make our mid-winter club event a success. 

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays! 

PPRESIDENTRESIDENT’’SS M MESSAGEESSAGE  

Mary Pittard will be asking for volunteers 
to bring snacks for the 2012 General 
meetings.  Be ready with a month and your 
choice of snacks.  No extra snacks are 
needed for the January meeting as, 
traditionally, the pizza supper occurs 
following the Mid-Winter Swap.  However, 
if you would like to bring snacks for the 
Swap, please feel free to do so. 

RREFRESHMENTSEFRESHMENTS S SCHEDULECHEDULE  

Sunday with a Scientist 
UNL:  Morrill Hall 
Program Schedule 

 
December 18: Minerals & Gemstones 

 LGMC has been asked to provide 
lapidary demonstrations at the Minerals 
& Gemstones program on Dec. 18, 1:30 
- 4:30.  This will be similar to the July 
Grinding Party.  Let’s have a great 
turnout to this event!  

SSCIENTISTCIENTIST S SUNDAYSUNDAYS  

EELECTIONLECTION R RESULTSESULTS  

Your 2012 Officers and Board members are: 

 

President: Richard Peterson 
First-Vice: Ed Dvorak 
Second-Vice: Aulden Stewart 
Treasurer: Vera Lyman 
Secretary: Sharon Marburger 
Board Members: Robert Cropp 
 Jim Marburger 
 Ed Ridge 
 Charles Wooldridge 
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J J & L Rocks & Minerals 

Proudly serving 
the hobby for 

35 years 

J J 
L & P.O. Box 68 

Hickman, NE  68372 
 
John Harrison 
Lee Harrison 
402.792.2337 

330 Locust 
Hickman, NE  68372 

 
James Marburger 
Sharon Marburger 

402.792.2348 

jimandjohn@jjlrocksandminerals.com 
www.jjlrocksandminerals.com 
jjlrocksmin - Ebay Username 

LLOUISVILLEOUISVILLE W WEBELOSEBELOS  BBENCHENCH T TIPSIPS  BYBY B BRADRAD S SMITHMITH  

More BenchTips by Brad Smith are at 
groups.yahoo.com/group/BenchTips/ 

or 
facebook.com/BenchTips  

DEPTH GAUGE FOR DRILLING 

Sometimes you need to drill a number of holes all 
to the same depth.  One quick and easy way to do this 
is to wind some tape around the drill bit so that the 
tape just touches the part surface when the hole is 
deep enough. You can do this either by measuring 
from the tip of the drill to the tape or by drilling one 
hole correctly, leaving the bit in the hole, and 
wrapping tape around the bit at the surface level. 

CUTTING A BOLT 

Whenever you have to cut a threaded bolt shorter, 
it's always difficult to get the nut to thread back onto 
it.  And the smaller the bolt, the more difficult this is.  
The problem is easily solved by screwing a nut onto 
the bolt before cutting it. 

So here's how I do it.  Screw a nut onto the bolt, 
grip the bolt by the piece to be sawed off, saw the 
bolt to the desired length, taper the end with 
sandpaper or file, and unscrew the nut from the bolt.   
Unscrewing the nut over the freshly cut end of the 
bolt straightens out any damage to the threads.  
Gripping the bolt by the piece to be sawed off 
localizes any crushing damage to the piece you're 
throwing away. 

by Jim Marburger 

The Louisville Webelos visited the November 
general meeting to participate in a lesson in order to 
earn their Geology Badge.  Six Webelos, one scout’s 
older brother, the leader and three parents arrived, full 
of energy and expectations. 

Wooly and I presented the program to the youths.  
We provided five geological specimens of metals, 
glass, road building, and fertilizer and shared in an 
animated discussion.  Three fossils were given to 
each child, and a multitude of other specimens were 
given to the scouts by Wooly and Ed Ridge. 

The scouts made a Mohs Hardness Scale and 
learned how to use it.  They received several 
handouts which included a list of materials used to 
build a house, minerals in our environment, a USGS 
description of minerals and how to identify them, and 
a “Baby Handout” listing the amounts of minerals a 
person would use in an average lifetime. 

The group identified the various parts of a 
volcano, which continued the lively discussion.  We 
discussed how mountains are formed, using two 
telephone books for a visual example, and the boys 
told me about earthquakes, faults, and tectonic plates. 

We covered nine topics, four more than the 
requisite five.  The group was thrilled with the clear 
egg cartons provided to hold their specimens, and 
everything was labeled. 

The adults expressed appreciation to the club and 
thought the lesson was great. 
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GGENERALENERAL M MEETINGEETING M MINUTESINUTES  
BETHANY PARK SHELTER, November 17, 2011 

The Louisville Webelos arrived at about 5:45 p.m. for a 
geology lesson provided by the club.  See the article on 
page 3 of this newsletter for details of the event.  The 
program went very well.  They were a very sharp and 
knowledgeable group. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:07 p.m. by 
President Richard Peterson.  Twenty-three adult members 
and two Mineral Monkeys were in attendance. 

The minutes of the October meeting were published in 
the Pick & Shovel.  Jim Marburger moved to accept the 
minutes as published, second by Karen Messenger.  
Carried.  The Treasurer’s report was read by Treasurer 
Vera Lyman.  Charles Wooldridge moved to accept the 
report as read, second by Ed Dvorak.  Carried. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The December Rock Party will be hosted by Jim and 
Sharon Marburger on December 10 at 5:00 p.m.  Details 
will be published in the Pick & Shovel. 

The annual Christmas Party will be held from 5:00-
9:00 p.m. on December 4 at the Bethany Park Shelter 
House.  The club will provide fried chicken.  Members are 
asked to bring two side dishes.  Rock Bingo will provide 
the entertainment for the evening; please bring hobby-
related prizes.  There will also be a hobby-related gift 
exchange.  Participation requires bringing a gift of $5 or 
less in order to receive a gift. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Welcome to Julie Mills, LGMC’s newest member. 

LINCOLN CURIOS ROCK SHOP 
6625 Burlington - Lincoln, NE  68507 [Park in alley] 

(402) 310-3307 
 

► SPECIALIZING IN ARIZONA PETRIFIED WOOD ◄ 
 

 Rough stones and fossils for the hobbyist 
 Polished stone items for interior décor 
 Great selection of tumble-polished stones 

 Natural petrified wood for landscaping 

Open Tuesday thru Saturday 
10 a.m. - 6 p.m.  

LGMC has been asked to participate in the December 
18 “Sunday with a Scientist” program at Morrill Hall on the 
UNL campus.  The December program is about Rocks and 
Minerals.  Members are asked to bring their portable 
equipment and provide lapidary demonstrations.  This 
event is to be treated like the July Grinding Party. 

Ed Dvorak reported the plans for the Show are coming 
along nicely.  All is well. 

Wooly reported that those attending the field trip to the 
quarry near Barnes, Kansas had lots of fun.  Our host, 
Martin Weber, was gracious and enjoyed sharing his rock 
collection with us.  He also arranged for us to visit a 
neighboring quarry belonging to Mr. J. Holly.  On the 
return trip home, many stopped to search the gravel bars of 
the Little Blue River. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Charles Wooldridge volunteered to host the January 
Rock Party at his residence.  Date and details will be 
published in the January Pick & Shovel. 

ANNUAL BUSINESS 

ELECTIONS: Past President Charles Wooldridge 
called for final nominations from the floor.  Receiving 
none, Brad Nielsen then moved to accept the ballot by 
acclamation.  Second by Karen Messenger.  Carried. 

Wooly moved to adjourn the meeting following the 
elections, second by Karen Messenger.  Carried. 
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NNOVEMBEROVEMBER R ROCKOCK P PARTYARTY  
by Sharon Marburger 

The November Rock Party was hosted by Howell 
Pabian and held at the residence of the late Roger 
Pabian.  I did not have the opportunity to attend this 
event, so I cannot report on it.  However, Ed Ridge 
supplied pictures, so I will let them tell the story. 

Photos courtesy of 
Ed Ridge 
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By Jim Marburger 

The club was invited to go to a gravel pit 
near Barnes, Kansas on November 12.  The 
group met at the Pony Express Truck Stop on 
Highway 36.  From there, we traveled to the 
Finlayson Sand and Gravel Quarry for a day of 
fun and collecting. 

Those in attendance were Richard Peterson; 
Charles Wooldridge; Andrew Tiedje; Brian, 
Jayne, and Corey Beer; Susy McMahan; Ed 
Ridge; Terry and Leahh Anderson; Wendy 
Braden; Mark Awakuni-Swetland; Dan 
Cromer; and Sharon and me.  Three members 
of the North Central Kansas Rock Club 
attended, also. 

Martin Weber, the current caretaker/owner 
of the quarry was an informative and likeable 
fellow.  He told of the history of the property 
and gave an entertaining talk about how the 
property was mined in its day.  It was amazing 
to us all that a powerful stream of water was 
used to take down a hill - that hill being more 
than a quarter mile in length. 

Dan Cromer found an excellent fossilized 
specimen, which was probably the best find of 
the day.  I hope Dan shares a picture of the 
piece, or brings it to a meeting to show. 

Mr. Weber also contacted a neighbor and 
received permission for us to collect at his 
sand and gravel quarry. 

I was not feeling well so Sharon and I left 
early.  We are sorry that we missed out on 
collecting at the second quarry and the Little 
Blue River.  The reports coming back to me 
indicate that everyone had a lot of fun. 

FFIELDIELD T TRIPRIP  

Three photos courtesy of 
Ed Ridge 

Three photos courtesy of 
Sharon Marburger 
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3 years 
Brad Nielsen 
Roger Pittard 

2 years 
Robert Cropp 
Judy Cropp 

1 year 
Vera Lyman 
Edward Ridge 

1 year 
Edward Ridge 
Robert Cropp 

2 years 
Charles Wooldridge 
Sharon Marburger 

3 years 
Vera Lyman 
John Harrison 
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Audit John Harrison 
 James Marburger 
 Ed Dvorak 
Christmas Party Edward Ridge 
Education / Librarian Charles Wooldridge 
 Judy Cropp 
Facebook Andrew Tiedje 
Field Trips James Marburger 
Geology Day Coordinator Aulden Stewart 
Grinding Party Aulden Stewart 
Historian Sharon Marburger 
Legislative Liaison Robert Cropp 
Membership Record Edward Ridge 
MWF Liaison Vera Lyman 
Programs Richard Peterson 
Property James Marburger 
Refreshments / Door Prizes Mary Pittard 
Scholarship Vera Lyman 
Show—2012 Ed Dvorak 
Swap—2012 Richard Peterson 
Website Jim Atkins 
Youth Activities Stella Thiessen 
 Andrew Tiedje 
 Kay Jurgens 

SSTANDINGTANDING C COMMITTEESOMMITTEES C CHAIRMENHAIRMEN  

LLONGONG R RANGEANGE P PLANNINGLANNING & &  
BBYY--LLAWSAWS C COMMITTEEOMMITTEE  

NNOMINATINGOMINATING C COMMITTEEOMMITTEE  

Advertising by rock / hobby business or interest is 
permitted with the approval of the Board of Directors.  
Contact the Editor with your proposed ad.  The rate is 
set at $20.00 per full page; $10.00 per 1/2 page; $5.00 
per 1/4 page (minimum) per issue, paid in advance to 
the Club treasurer.  Ads will be placed throughout the 
newsletter as space permits. 

Subscription to the Pick & Shovel is $15.00 per year 
for mailed copy. 

Membership dues for the Lincoln Gem & Mineral 
Club are as follows: 

Adults (age 16 and over) - $15 per year or $25 
per couple (within the same household) 
Juniors - $2 per year (with a responsible adult) 

 
All new memberships must be accompanied by a 

written application.  Prospective members must gain 
Board approval and attend one regular meeting before 
being approved for membership. 

AADVERTISINGDVERTISING, S, SUBSCRIPTIONUBSCRIPTION,,  
ANDAND M MEMBERSHIPEMBERSHIP I INFORMATIONNFORMATION  
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Mail Exchange Newsletters to: 
 
Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club, Inc. 
P.O. Box 5342 
Lincoln, NE  68505-0342 
 
Or e-mail newsletters to: 
lgmcsecretary@yahoo.com 

YYOUROUR PICK & SHOVEL  PICK & SHOVEL STAFFSTAFF::  
  
PPUBLISHERUBLISHER::  LLINCOLNINCOLN G GEMEM & M & MINERALINERAL C CLUBLUB, I, INCNC., P.O. ., P.O. 

BBOXOX 5342, L 5342, LINCOLNINCOLN, N, NEBRASKAEBRASKA 68505 68505--03420342  
EEDITORDITOR::  SSHARONHARON M MARBURGERARBURGER, P.O. B, P.O. BOXOX 64,  64, 

HHICKMANICKMAN, N, NEBRASKAEBRASKA 68372, E 68372, E--MAILMAIL: : 
LGMCSECRETARYLGMCSECRETARY@@YAHOOYAHOO..COMCOM  

CCIRCULATIONIRCULATION::  VVERAERA L LYMANYMAN, 402, 402--464464--60896089  
RREPORTERSEPORTERS::  AALLLL  MEMBERSMEMBERS  AREARE  ENCOURAGEDENCOURAGED  TOTO  SUBMITSUBMIT  

ARTICLESARTICLES, , POETRYPOETRY, , OROR  DRAWINGSDRAWINGS..  
  
A A SPECIALSPECIAL  THANKSTHANKS  TOTO  THISTHIS  MONTHMONTH’’SS  CONTRIBUTORSCONTRIBUTORS:  :    
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