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Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club - Lincoln Nebraska

General Meetings
&
Board Meetings

Board Meetings
Gere Library - 7 PM room 1

October 3, 2007
November 7, 2007
December 5, 2007

General Meetings
All general meetings will be held at the Bethany
Park Shelter at 7:00 PM on the third Thursday of
the month. December and January are the only
exceptions.

September 20, 2007
October 18, 2007
November 15, 2007
December 9, 2007

Important Noticel!

I would appreciate it if everyone that has an E-mail
address let me know what it is and I will send you
a PDF file of the Pick & shovel every month when
I am done putting it together. Chances are it will
be in color along with color photos. This way we
can save on postage and other expenses associated
with the newsletter. Put Gem Club in the subject
line so I can separate it from other E-mails. Thank
you.

Jim Atkins jna@inetnebtr.com

Grinding Party—2007

By Roger Pabian

Pioneer Park Nature Center
Grinding Party, July 15

The Grinding Party at Pioneer Park Nature Center was staffed
by four club embers, Al Stewart, Charles Wooldridge, Eddie
Ridge, Roger Pabian, and guest, Pam Adden. The crowd was the
largest we have had for such an event, with over 160 park visi-
tors being able to lean a bit about how gems are shaped and pol-
ished. Free samples of gems and minerals were also provided to
young visitors. As usual, we answered many questions, and
found several prospective club members who were invited to
attend the September meeting.

Eddie Ridge provided a small diamond saw and saw that the
youngsters didn't leave without a rock. Al Stewart had a hori-
zontal cab grinder, and Roger Pabian had a upright Genie unit.
Charles Wooldridge show how some of the gems were identi-
fied, and he gave polished gems to the younger visitors too.
Visitors were amazed at how quickly a stone could be shaped
and polished on the diamond units.

Charles and Karen Messenger were our grachious hosts and they
provided refreshments as well as enjoyable conversation for the
participants and visitors. Karen wrote a thank you note that is
attached.
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2007 Crawford Field Trip

By Sharon Marburger

im and I left home on June 30 to begin the long trek to

Crawford, Nebraska, specifically Fort Robinson State Park.

We decided to take a route different from any we’d taken

before, heading out to Ogallala, then northwest toward
Bridgeport. I had never been to see Chimney Rock or Scottsbluff,
so this was a treat for me. We pulled into the campground at Fort
Robinson around 3:30 in the afternoon where we met up with Ed
Dvorak. We were able to obtain side-by-side camping spaces so Ed
could keep an eye on us. Unfortunately, a series of unforeseen
events and the midweek holiday made it impossible for the Denver
Guild members to join us as planned. In the event that anyone
made it to Toadstool Park with hopes of joining us, we posted a
note there with instructions on how to find us.

For me, this was the perfect field trip: rock collecting, fellowship
with friends, and fishing! The first evening, Jim and I decided to
take it easy after a full day of travel by checking out Carter P. John-
son Lake located on the Fort. We tossed in our lines and caught
several small bass, which we released. I was goofing off with a lure
I’d never caught anything with (green spoon with red dots) when I
got a big strike. After struggling with what felt to be a log, a four
pound catfish surfaced. I couldn’t believe my eyes! (By the way, it
was very tasty!)

Sunday found us searching for Fairburns, prairie agates, and what-
ever else took our fancy. Although no Fairburns were discovered,
we found lots of other pretties. The day was beautiful, although a
little warm with thunderheads building.

Monday was another warm day, spent hunting petrified wood in the
area Terry Anderson showed us two years ago. We found lots of
small pieces. From this location, we drove north about a half mile.
Here we found fist-sized and larger pieces. Ed spotted an area
about 50x50 feet that had lots of larger pieces. A short distance
away, Jim found two, nice-sized petrified logs. On the way back to
camp, we made a side trip to the Hudson-Meng bison bonebed to
see the fossil beds. It was interesting and educational.

That evening, Crawford and Chadron had severe thunderstorm
warnings, although Fort Robinson missed the worst of it. We had
rain, thunder and lightning, but no wind.

We teased Ed about his collecting method. He would claim to be
heading off to a distant location in order to collect rocks on his way
back to the truck, so he wouldn’t have to carry the heavy bucket so
far. But there he would be, loading up his bucket with rocks, not 50
feet from the truck. Needless to say, Ed got lots of exercise toting
heavy buckets.

Tuesday, in order to beat the heat, we got up at daybreak and drove
to Pasture 22A to collect blue agate and pseudomorphs. The day
started out with distant clouds and faitly cool. By the time we got
to the collection area, we looked around and a big, black wall of
very low clouds was heading straight at us. The wind was strong

and cold. Ahhhh, what a relief from the heat. We’ve wondered
what it was like for The Weather Channel correspondents reporting
on hurricanes. Well, now we know. The standard joke about “the
wind stopped blowing in Nebraska and everyone fell down” applies
here. If the wind had suddenly stopped, we would have been face
down on the ground. Other than a few little sprinkles, we missed
the rain. By noon, the storm had cleared out but the temperature
stayed cool, so it was a great day for collecting. Once we removed
all the good pieces of blue agate and pseudomorphs, we headed
back to the petrified wood area. More collecting, then back to
camp. This evening, Jim and I made our final fishing trip to Carter
P. Johnson Lake. Jim caught a very nice trout, about 12 pounds. I
tried my silly little red polka-dotted spoon again and caught another
catfish, this one about two pounds. Once the fish were cleaned, we
spent the evening hunkered around the campfire, sharing stories
and gloating over all the great rocks we found.

The trip home was as much fun as the trip going. We took yet an-
other route home, this one taking us past the awesome and fun Car-
henge at Alliance, Nebraska, and as seen on the CBS Sunday Morn-
ing show. If you like cars, you must see this tribute to modern
transportation.

Jim and I came home with about thtee hundred pounds of cutting/
tumbling material, and Ed took home about the same amount. The
trip was a lot of fun and worth the time and fuel.

Editors Note

There was a full page story with photos on Jim Marburger in the
Sunday ,September 9, Journal Star newspaper Section C.

It is a part of the series “Our State Dollars at Work”. The article
tells about how Jim the “Gage Guy” Marburger measures the depth
of rivers and streams. Then goes on to tell what kind of information
is collected and what other State and Government Departments do
with the information.

Nice article. Some photos of Jim in the middle of the Blue River.
Hmmmm......he really does work.

Jim Atkins Editor




2007 Crawford Field Trip

Photos by Sharon and Jim Marburger




2007 Odell Field Trip

By Sharon Marburger

uly 21, 2007 dawned bright and hot. The Marburger's

headed down to Odell, Nebraska to meet up with members

of the Central Iowa Mineral Society and LGMC members.

The designated meeting location was Diamond Head
Wildlife Management Area, just west of Odell.

There we met up with three lowa club members, and Ed Dvorak,
Ed Ridge, Annette Gifford, and Charles and Kathy Meisinger of
LGMC. We marched the half mile trek to the Odell Diamond
(barite crystals) collecting area. Jim had obtained permission to
hunt on private land, and we also hunted on state land. Once we
knew what to look for, everyone found “diamonds”. A few ro-
settes were found in addition to individual crystals.

The lowa people found a sufficient quantity of the unique, Odell
diamonds that they planned to share them with all their club
members.

The day was very warm, so after a couple of hours, we headed
back to the vehicles and proceeded to a road cut on Highway 8
that is known to have fossils, minerals, and geodes. Several fos-
sils and geodes were found at this location, along with two indi-
vidual double terminated quartz crystals.

After hunting and collecting there for about an hour, we went to
the next site, a road cut on Highway 112. A few more fossil and
geode specimens were found here. Everyone was hot and tired
by now, so we all went our separate ways. All in all, another
successful trip. The Iowa people were quite thrilled with their
finds.

Photos by Jim and Sharon Marburger




2007 Odell Field Trip MWFEF Photos

By Charles Wooldridge & Roger Pabian




GENERAL MEETING

May 17, 2007, Bethany Park Shelter

he meeting was called to order by First Vice-President Terry
Anderson at 7:27 p.m. Twenty-one adult members, one junior
member, and two visitors, Bernie Logan and Cynthia Tramel,
were present.

OLD BUSINESS — The minutes of the April meeting were published in
the Pick & Shovel. Roger Pittard moved to accept the minutes as printed,
second by Shirley Rockel. Motion carried. The treasurer’s report for
April was published in the Pick & Shovel. Phyllis Parks moved to accept
the report as printed, second by Jim Marburger. Motion carried.

The annual audit has been completed and the Auditors have approved the
accuracy of the Treasurer’s books. If you want a copy of the report, con-
tact Vera Lyman.

SCORE, an educational program for youth in Imperial, Nebraska is to be
held the week of June 11. Jim Marburger is scheduled to provide classes
on fluorescent minerals on June 11 and 12. We have been requested to
provide a lapidary display, but no club members were able to attend. Eve-
ryone is welcome to attend and/or help out. Please contact Jim Mat-
burger.

Reminder that the Grinding Party is coming up July 15. Please plan to
attend.

NAOSCI held the state directors meeting. Our dues have been held in
abeyance until we received a report on the meeting. We have now re-
ceived that report and the word is that the Gem Palette will get a new
editor and the database is getting worked on again. In light of receiving
the report, Chatles Wooldridge moved to pay dues to NAOSCI, 2nd by
Linda Mull Parks. Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS — Al Stewart was recognized for his dedication to the
club and his consistent presence with lapidary demonstrations at club
events by being named Rockhound of the Year for 2006. Thank you, Al,
for sharing your love of rocks with whoever will listen!

Roger Pabian gave a brief update on the plans for the 2008 show. This
will be a joint show of the MidWest Federation, NAOSCI and LGMC’s
50th Annual Show. It will be held June 20, 21, and 22 at Pershing, with
the Villager hosting meeting facilities and rooms. The awards banquet will
be Saturday night (June 21), costing about $20. Roger is working on set-
ting up guided field trips. More to come later.

Roger Pabian will attend the 2007 MidWest Federation Show. Chatles
Wooldridge moved to provide $200 stipend to be provided out of the
2008 show budget to send Roger Pabian as show chairman, $200 out of
the club general fund to send a delegate, 2nd by Sharon Marburger, mo-
tion carried. Roger Pittard moved to send Charles Wooldridge as dele-
gate and Suzy McMahan as alternate, 2nd by John Harrison.

Two summertime field trips are planned. The first will be a trip to Craw-
ford, Nebraska on July 1, 2, and 3 in conjunction with the Denver Guild.
Hunted specimens will include Nebraska blue agate, petrified wood, prai-
rie agates, Fairburn agates and psuedomorphs. The second trip will be to
Odell, Nebraska on July 21 in conjunction with the Central Iowa Mineral
Society. Odell Diamonds and geodes will be the prey of the day. Contact
Jim Marburger for more information on either trip.

The meeting adjourned to program at 8:10 p.m. on a motion by Jim Mar-
burger, second by Phyllis Parks. Motion carried.

The program was on Sand to Summit, a short video on the largest sand
dune in Colorado. Thanks to Jim and Sharon Marburger for sharing this
video.

Respectfully submitted,
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LINCOLN GEM & MINERAL CLUB, INC.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
May 2, 2007, Gere Library

he meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Second

Vice President Roger Pittard. Board members present

were Roger Pittard, Vera Lyman, Sharon Marburger, Jim

Marburger, John Harrison, Charles Wooldridge, and Jim
Atkins. Ed Ridge and Roger Pabian attended.

The minutes of the April Board meeting were distributed. John
Harrison moved to accept the minutes as printed, second by Jim
Atkins. Motion cartied. The Treasurer’s report for April was dis-
tributed. Jim Marburger moved to accept the report, second by
John Harrison. Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS: Vera Lyman moved to accept the adjusted
2008 show budget which includes the $700 property maintenance
fund expense, second by Sharon Marburger.

Jim Marburger presented final 2007 show financial report. Al-
though attendance was down, the club showed a profit.

NEW BUSINESS: The financial books are ready for audit. The
Audit Committee will schedule a meeting.

There has been a lot of concern that meeting times and activities
have not been published in the newspaper. Sharon Marburger has
been appointed to make sure ads are placed in the paper.

Field trip chairman, Jim Marburger, says the Denver Guild would
like to have a joint field trip this summer. They are requesting the
first week of July.

No further business was discussed. The meeting adjourned at 7:47
p.m. on a motion by Chatles Wooldridge, second by Jim Atkins.
Motion cartied.

Respectfully submitted,
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LGMC Treasurer’s Report

May 2007

Pinnacle Checking Balance April 30, 2007

Receipts:

*Dealer fees for 2008 show

Change return (Silent Auction) Suspense
Silent Auction Receipts-May Meeting
Member Dues/Regis (1) Bernard G. Logan

Payments:

Schwarz Printing Co.—May P&S Print
FedEx Kinko's-May P&S insert

*John Harrison-Postage; Dir contracts

JJ&L Rocks/Minerals (SLCEF-machine Rpr)
Change— Silent Auction (Suspense)

City Parks & Rec—2% on Silent Auction
NAOESCI 2007 Dues (65 members)

Pinnacle Checking Balance May 31, 2007
* 2008 Show Expense

$640.85

1575.00

446.09

$1,769.76

LGMC Treasurer’s Report
June, July and August 2007

Pinnacle Checking Balance May 31, 2007

Receipts:

*Four full Dealer fees for 2008 Show 2,400.00
*Four deposits for 2008 Show 900.00
Payments:

Memorial for Bill White (7/02/07) 50.00
*Roger Pabian—2008 Show copies 18.79

*Roger Pabian-Show Chair stipend-MWF 200.00
Charles Wooldridge-Delegate stipend-MWF 200.00

Pinnacle Checking Balance August 31, 2007
*2008 Show

$ 1769.76

$4,600.07




MWFEF DELEGATES MEETING

August 11, 2007

eeting called to order by First Vice President, Pam Hecht. Presi-
dent Eric Peterson was unable to attend for health reasons.
Past Presidents were introduced.
AFMS President, Dr. Robert Catlson was introduced.
Names of persons who have passed during the last year were read. Of par-
ticular note for LGMC was the reading of Bill White’s name.
Rules of order were established.
Minutes were approved.
The Treasurers report was approved.
The 2008 Budget was approved.
State Directors and Assistants were introduced. Written reports were made
available.
REPORTS OF PERMANENT COMMITTEES:
Archeology: not present (the purpose of this committee is to share archeo-
logical news and information via the Newsletter).
Bulletin Aids: not present
Cancelled Stamps: not present (they make bookmarks and pins out of can-
celled stamps to sell to increase funds in the Endowment Fund)
Convention/Shows: not present
Credentials: Election ballots are in the mail. They need to be returned by
September 30. (They make sure that everyone gets signed in and officers
elected)
Director of Supplies: Maintains supplies of literature and Directories which
can be ordered through the web site.
Directory: John Blue, The Treasurer sends him the information shortly
after dues are due after the first of January each year.
Education: vacant This person reviews books etc. for educational informa-
tion to share via the Newsletter.
Endowment Fund: A jug was passed around for everyone to put change
into, cutrently there is over $77,000.00 in the Endowment Fund.
Environment/Legislation: Dean Stone repotted on the Ametican Land
Access Association (ALAA). Their purpose is to keep roads and trails open
for public (rockhounds) access. There was much discussion regarding min-
ing in Michigan from a pro mining perspective.
Insurance: no report.
Junior Activities: Michelle Yamanaka reported has written numerous arti-
cles providing content for Junior Leaders. The many articles she has pub-
lished in the AMFS Newsletter are free to be duplicated as long as you at-
tribute them to her.
Lapidary Arts: currently vacant. This person would research , write articles
for the Newsletter, promote displays and competition.
Long Range Planning: This consists of the 3 past Presidents who look at
problems and make find solutions. John Washburn reported they are com-
pleting a generic release form to be used by Field Trip Chairpersons to help
gain access from Quarry owners. He suggested pointing out to quarry own-
ers possible tax write offs that could be gained by allowing access. He sug-
gested we look at posting field trip information on the MWFE website to
share with other clubs. A Wisconsin delegate suggested that participant take
an OSHA test for quarry safety prior to entering.
Geology: Judy Washburn has been keeping track of new discoveries and
events such as the new discovery of a petrified forest south of Danville,
Illinois.
Membership: This committee promotes new clubs to join MWTF.
Merit Awards: The form for submitting the club for this award is in the
Newsletter.
Micromounts: There will be a symposium on micromounts in Cleveland,
Ohio November 2-4, 2007.
Mineralogy: Scott Thieben, a former professor of Mineralogy at Iowa State
University is the chair. (he is a regular dealer at our show).
Newsletter: Ellen from the Wisconsin Geological Society will be the new
editor. Her e-mail address is ERD@MSN.COM"

Paleontology: no report

Program Library Development: Marge Collins will be stepping down soon
after many years. She stressed we need new programs and encouraged
members to give it a try.

Program Requests: John Blue discussed the need to digitalize the pro-
grams. Steve Shimatzki suggested that program chairs digitalize them when
they get them. Marge Collins requested feedback on which programs to
focus on digitalizing.

Publications: Review, update and develop new publications.

Public Image: New MWTF trifolds are being developed.

Safety and Field Trips: Promoting an Outdoor Code of Ethics was dis-
cussed. Steve Shimatzki recommended sharing a Google calendar for field
trips.

Scholarships: no report

Silent Auction: A silent auction was held during the convention to support
the Endowment Fund.

Uniform Rules: Joyce Hanschu is responsible for following and initiating
changes in AMES rules. There was only one case submitted for the show
this year. We need to encourage participation in the display case competi-
tion.

Web site: The site will be revamped in the next few months.
Parliamentarian: this is a source of information to appeal to for questions
or situations.

SPECIAL COMMITTEES:

Rockhound Appreciation Award: Send in a nominating paragraph to Fran
Gutkowski. (remind me I have a recommendation)

Boundaries: No disputed this year.

Officers and Directors Code of Ethics: There is no specific requirement
that we have one, but one is being developed. Dean Stone informed us that
there will be a letter sent out to the clubs requiring small organizations to
file with the IRS. 5013-C organizations can not promote any political cam-
paign.

CONVENTION REPORTS:

2008, Lincoln, Nebraska, Roger Pabian reported the show will be June 20-
22,2008 at the Pershing Auditorium. It will be held in conjunction with the
Nebraska State Show and the 50th Anniversary Show for the Lincoln Gem
and Mineral Club. There are about five field trips being planned. There will
be opportunities to search for “Odell Diamonds” (barite crystals), fossils
(Permian, Cretaceous, and Pleistocene age), various minerals, and lapidary
specimens. The field trips will occur during the week prior to the Conven-
tion/Show. Special features will include Native Ametican Petroglyphs and
Geologic Features from the Lewis and Clark Voyage of Discovery among
others.

2008, AMFES Show, Humboldt, Texas, September 25-28, 2008.

2008, MWF Show, Parma, Ohio, May 16 and 17, 2009.

OLD BUSINESS:

Web site: the purpose and goal were approved.

MWTF apparel: The paperwork has begun to copyright the LOGO.

NEW BUSINESS:

Ballots regarding a bi-laws revision had been sent out and returned. 200
Ballots had been sent, 89 were returned. The measure was passed 83 to 2.
Publications: Junior publications will be reviewed and updated with new e-
mail mineral articles by Michelle Yamanaka.

The 2008 Fall Meeting has yet to be determined.

MEETING ADJURNED.

Respectfully submitted:
Wooly.



2006 Elected Officers
President Pat Akins Jr. 5017 N. 6t St. Lincoln, NE 68521 402-477-1322 J. J. & L. RocKs and MINERALS
1st Vice Pres. Terry Anderson 1113 Co. Rd. 2500  Wilber, NE 68465 402-826-1169
COME SEE US FOR YOUR ROUGH NEEDS
2nd Vice Pres. Roger Pittard 1013 Road K Geneva, NE 68361 402-759-4623
Treasurer Vera Lyman 420 N, 56t St. Lincoln, NE 68504 402-464-6089 GEMS - CABS - SLABS — MOUNTINGS
STERLING SILVER - GOLD FILLED - 14K GOLD
Secretary Sharon Marburger 332 Locust Hickman, NE 68372 402-792-2348 SILVER SUPPLIES - TOOLS - MACHINERY — NEW AND USED
Board Member James Atkins 3028 S. 35th St. Lincoln, NE 68506 402-483-1610 CUSTOM SERVICES FOR SLABS, FLAT LAPPING, AND CABOCHONS
X . STARTING OUR 32nd YEAR
Board Member John Harrison 330 Locust Hickman, NE 68372 402-792-2337
330 LOCUST PHONE
Board Member James Marburger 332 Locust Hickman, NE 68372 402-792-2348 HICKMAN, NE 68372-0068 402-792-2337
Board Member Charles Wooldridge 6115 Huntington St.  Lincoln, NE 68507 402-325-8849
“PROVIDING SUPPLIES FOR THE NOVICE TO THE DISCRIMINATING ROCKHOUND”
Nominating Committee Long-Range Planning Please Call for Appointment
& By-Laws Committee
3 years Vera Lyman 3 years Charles Wooldridge
Edward Ridge Phyllis Parks
2 years John Harrison 2 years Susan Taylor LlNCOLN GEM & M|NERAL CLUB
Aulden Stewart Edward Ridge Hosts our
1 year Mary Pittard 1 year Vera Lyman 50th Annual Show and NAOESCI State Show along with the
Phyllis Parks Roger Pabian Midwest Federation of Mineralogical Societies Convention
Chairman: Immediate Past-President Jim Marburger At
_ _ PERSHING CENTER
Standing Commitess 226 Centennial Mall South
Education/Librarian: Roger Pabian MWF Liaison: Vera Lyman June 20_22 2007
’
Field Trips: James Marburger, Coordinator Scholarship: Vera Lyman ShOW Chairman - Roger Pabian
Historian: Sharon Marburger Christmas Party: Edward Ridge
Membership Record: Edward Ridge 2007 Show: James Marburger
Programs: James Marburger 2008 Show: Roger Pabian Advertising by rock-hobby business or interest is permitted with the approval of
. the Board. The rate now set at $15.00 per full page; $7.50 per %2 page; $5.00
Property: James Marburger 2007 Swap: Roger Pabian . R L.
per 1/3 page; and $3.75 per 1/4 page (min) per issue, paid in advance. These
Refreshments/Door Prizes: Judy Reilly 2008 Swap: ads will be placed through the bulletin as space permits.
Youth Activities: Kay Jurgens, Judy Reilly, Vera Lyman, Susan McMahan
Housing Committee: Susan McMahan, Charles Wooldridge, Vera Lyman Subscription to the Pick & Shovel is $10.00 per year mailed.
Auditing Committee: John Harrison, Roger Pabian, James Marburger
Geology Day Coordinator: 2nd Vice President Roger Pittard DueS tO LinCOln Gem & Mineral Club are as fO"OWS'
L G. M. C. web address-courtesy of Jim Atkins: Adults (age 16 and over) $10 peryear Juniors (age 12to 16) $2 per year
http://incolor.inetnebr.com/jna/gemclub/Igme.htm
Your PICK & SHOVELStaff Family Membership (Couple, resident children under age 16) $22 per
Publisher: Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club, Inc., P.0. Box 5342, Lincoln, NE 68505-0342
Editor: James N. Atiins 483-1610 year

3028 So. 35t Street,
Lincoln, NE 68506

E-mail: jna@inetnebr.com New memberships must be approved by the Board, after the applicant attends
g‘;g;‘n'gg’;;:;ﬂf Q‘,-ef:[';fn " aeeT98 at least one meeting of the club and pays the above dues plus a $5 registra-

News Reporters: All Club Members .
tion fee.
The PICK & SHOVELIis the official publication of the Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club, Lincoln, Nebraska. Articles and items appearing within may be
produced in other club bulletins, provided proper credit is given to the PICK & SHOVEL and the author and that a reprint of the bulletin is sentto the
editor of the PICK & SHOVEL.

The purpose of this corporation shall be to study, promote an interestin, and disseminate knowledge of lapidary and various Earth Sciences including Meetings: Thlrd Thursday, Sept throth May except December & January'
but not necessarily limited to geology, paleontology and mineralogy. It shall be a particular purpose of the corporation to provide education in these Those dates will be announced. The meetings are held at Bethnay Park In-

flds ol members ndhe general DL, sspeclly 10 Yot and et o door Shelter, at Cotner and Vine Street.
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Mail Exchange Newsletters to:

Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club

P O Box 5342

Lincoiln, Nebraska 68505-0342

OR

E-Mail Newsletters to: jna@inetnebr.com

H.E. L. P.

Help Eliminate Litter Please
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