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CUSTOM SERVICES FOR SLABS, FLAT LAPPING, AND CABOCHONS 

STARI'ING CUR 27th YEAR 

330 LOCUST 
HI~, NE 68372-0068 

l?HClilE 
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45™ ANNUAL SHOW 

PERSHING MUNICIPAL AUDITORIUM 
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SHOW CHAIRMAN- JOHN HARRISON 
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~ ~ 
Dues to Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club are as follows: 

Adult(ages 16 and over) $10.00 per tear 
Junior(ages 12 to 16) $ 2.00 per year 

Family Membership (Husband,wife,resident children under age 16) $22.00 per year 

New memberships must be approved by the Board, after the applicant attends 
' at least one meeting of tbe clup an~ pal's the above dues plus a $5.00 

registration fee. 
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CLUB EVENTS 

I <Board Meeting, 7PM, Kinko's 

AS. ct.;~rme 
, • 31 General Meeting,Antelope Park 

''sHeffi!t bear 31st & Sumner 7-9PM, " Dessert 
+itg~ with club providing coffee 

Field Trips (see. p.8) Suggestions? 

f.{tny ill Grinding Party (time and place to be 

~unced) 

,.tI'~'2u• General Meeting, Gere Library, 56th 

,,IJ~Qwial,. 7"'.9PM 

?Field Trip (seep. 8) 
General Meeting ... Halloween Party, 

Shelter 

·.·• (;eneral Meeting, Kellogg Center, 

HQI~e 
,",''{/'-_···:\·, 
,,,',"'''' 

· 8 ~Cbtistmas Party, Antelope Park 
" ,,,,·'.;> 

April Meeting 
~·. "Gem Identification" quiz. There will be 

~9~w~s ma case along with some data for each 

and it will be multiple choice. The person with the 

score will have 2003 dues paid by the club. 

re will be other prizes too. (Does guessing 

"blue rock" count?:EDITOR) 

J)i~Jay Material: Spring show acquisitions 
' , __ ·~-------·-····-~-----~----··· .. 

Thank You 
Spetid 1'hanks to the following members for 

exhibiting materials at the February meeting: Jim 

& Phyllis Parks, faceted and faceting materials; 

Ridge, mixed stones and lapidary work; Susy 

~~ dopped stones; Roger Fabian, 

Montanna agate and South Platte Platte River 

agate, wood and jasper. 
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PRESIDENT'S 
MESSAGE 

Spring is here!! The show was great!! We had wondetful 

dealers, demos, programs and the greatest customers! Thank-you 

to all the hard working members! 

The (Lincoln Public Schools)- LPS/ Pfizer Science Fair was 

on March 19 and there were 581 kids displaying their projects. 

Add to those numbers parents, grandparents, siblings and best 

friends, meant that we had 

a great turnout to watch 

LGMC's demos. Ed Ridge 

had many rocks to share, 

and his display of 

fluorescent light/rocks 

was a big hit. Roger 

Pabian and myself, Susy 

McMahan demonstrated lapidary. I answered hundreds of 

questions from fascinated future rockhounds, and I know Ed and 

Roger did also. One little fellow wanted to know if I made the 

rocks. That one almost left me 

speechless, which doesn't happen 

often. I encourage you to sign up 

next year to demo, it is a lot of 

fun, and you get a free t-shirt and 

travel mug! 

Be prepared- pick out your best 

cabochon! Make one from that 

slab you have been saving for 

later because it is so unusual. The Nebraska State Fair has a 

category for Lapidary Arts. That means that at Fair time 

(Aug/Sept) we can compete for that blue ribbon, and at the same 

time give people a chance to see our craft and how beautiful it 

can be. So get to work now, and we will have entry forms 

available at the May meeting! 

Susy 
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YDUTHNDTES 
by Chris Akins 

Hi I'm Chris Akins and I've been a member 
' 

for about four or five years. My dad started to 

collect petrified wood maybe two years before 

that on a family vacation to Arizona. He began 

to gain interest in the large rocks (just small 

enough that I could carry them, though) and I 

started to collect opal. The first thing that 

grabbed my attention was the awesome color, 

the second was the price. 

So I started out small, collecting artificials at 

~,._ ..... 

WHAT'S THE BUZZ? 
by Judy Reilly 

Well, I'd say the 44th annual show was a 

big success! I sure had a lot of fun and got a 

·little taste of all the planning and hard work it 

takes to get a show like this off and running. On behalf of the 

show committee and the whole club, I want to take this 

opportunity to thank Roger Pabian for his leadership and the 

incredible amount of time he put into making the show so 

great.Your expertise and dedication is greatly appreciated. 

Thank you, Roger. 

It was sure great seeing the Parks family at the show. Jim 

was there and seemed to be really enjoying the displays. Well, 

different shows like Kansas City and the show from what I hear, Jim, many of the displays, mine included, had 

here in Lincoln. I began to polish them about specimens from your collection. We are keeping you and your 

twenty minutes after I got home thinking I was family in our thoughts and prayers. 

going to be super rich.After many ideas failed, I finally met a club icon, Irl Everett. 

(like trying to save up for a dealer's booth at What a delight! My idea for a future 

the Lincoln show and selling them on ebay meeting would be to have all of the 

and making a fortune), I decided to just collect original members who are s till in 

them. I saved up enough money to buy some Lincoln talk to us "newbies" about 

cheaper opal, and received different pieces how the club was formed and how it 
ti l h b I t all The Newbie & The Icon rom severa ot er mem ers. se up a sm has changed over the years. 

workshop in the back of my garage with all Another highlight of the show for me, was my eight-year 

my rocks, grinder, and the candle I used to old niece, Allison, who is getting to be quite a rock collector. 

melt <lop wax.I brought my first She enjoyed helping at the show,was able to buy a few new 
finished slocum stone piece to the Lincoln 

show to show some of my supporters and 

friends. At this point in time it is on the 

waiting· 1ist to be put in the setting. This will 

be my first finished 

piece that will be put 

in a setting. I am 

currently working 

on another stone, a 

gtfson doublet that 

also will be put in a 

setting. 
Photo by Judy Reilly 

things for her collection, and even met a new friend. 

Some really great news is that we have some new paid 

membership applications! They are as follows: 

- Evert & Marcia Claesson & children, Cannen, age 9 & Monica, age 7, 

1365 N. 39th Street, Lincoln, NE 68503 466-0974 

- Mark & Kammie Renter & children, Alex & Ian, 5705 Martell Rd, 

Hickman. NE 68372 (402) 792-2975 

- Steve May, 3032 Laredo Drive, Lincoln, NE 68516 421-8994 

- Kate Speicher, 1800 S. 41st Street, Lincoln, NE 68506 489-7836 

- George (Ted) Rethmeier, PO Box 161, Douglas, NE 68344 (402) 450-0145 

-Theresa Van Bietsel, 1725 S. 26th Street, Lincoln, NE 68502 

WELCOME,WELCOME,WELCOME TO ALL OF YOU! 

We hope to see you at the April meeting. 
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The 44th Annual Lincoln Gem and Mineral Club Show," ... blast from the past" was really a BLAST! 

Jim Atl<ls and Vera Lyman sell a ticket to one 

of the 1414 people who attended the '9w. 

Adeline Nolde was one of the club 
NAOESCI President, Ben Vrana and LGMC President, 

Susy McMahan discuss show topics while a guest examines 

Phyllis Parks enjoy a break together. 

New member, Dan Dexter-Guy and Show 

Display Chairman, Ed Ridge admire one of 

the dis la . 

Grant's efforts at the Membership Booth yielded three new single club 

memberships and two new family memberships! 

Above: Betty White and Louellen Montgomery host the NAOSCI 

Silent Auction. Left: Kelly Beers(left) and Allison Baehr became 

friends during the show. They helped Roger deliver certificates and 

were rewarded with a magic trick by Captian Agate, himself! 

Paul Brauch pauses for a moment for 

this photo Sunday. 

Bill White lends the artist's touch ... 

Photos by Roger Pabian and Judy Reilly 
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More scenes from the 44th Annual Show, March 23-24, 2002 

Above: Charlene Zweerink and her husband, 

Charles Left: Susy McMahan and her clan. 

April 2002, Pai:e 4 

Photos by Judy Reilly except as where .indicated 
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2002 SHOW 
by Irl Everett 

APRIL, 2002, Page 5 

All I can say is "What a show'! The 2002 show was tops. Of course, I have said this about all the 
Lincoln Gem and Mineral Club shows. In thinking back to the first show when we were a brand new club, I 
have to say, "we have come along way, Baby"!! 

You folks who have not been in the club as long as I have do not know what we were then compared to 
what we are now. Ifl remember right, our first show was in the armory, and we had ten dealers. I don't 
remember how many cases we had. One thing I do remember though, is where I first met Roger Pabian. 
Now, Rog has changed a little and so have it, but one is thing for sure, we had lots of fun. First, having 
never done a show before, we did not really know what we were doing. Second, we did not tell anyone we 
did not know. But our first show was a success and as great as our last one. 

Through these years we have learned a lot. Plus, with two national shows under our belts that makes 
anyone take notice. I might mention here that we put on these two national shows mostly by ourselves. If 
you want to hear some stories, ask any old timer who helped on one. 

In the forty-four years of shows we have had them at several different sites, such as the Armory, the 
State Fair Grounds and Pershing. Oh, what fun! It is the same every year - plan and plan for weeks. We talk 
about displays, layouts, set up, teardowns, dealers, cases - on and on. Then in three days it's all over until 
the next year. But it sure is fun. 

As usual, the cases were very nice and the feature displays were excellent. The dealers were first rate, 
as well. I remember when I could travel all over as a dealer, I was asked two questions by other dealers: 
Number one would be, what is the best show you do? I would say Lincoln Gem and Mineral Club Show! 
The second question asked would be, how do you get into it? And I would always have to tell them, I don't 
know. I have nothing to do with getting dealers. 

Little did I know when I founded the Lincoln Gem and Mineral Club that I would see the forty-fourth 
annual show. In fact, I never thought we would ever even get this far. But it has so much to do with good 
leadership. As I think back to some of the leaders who have been in charge of seeing the club go on and get 
to t.llis stage, it overwhelms me at times. 

I was so happy and proud when Phyllis called me and asked me to have a display in the 2002 show. I 
kind of kidded her and told her that I did not have anything, that Lois always showed her talents. So I had 
my daughter, Janet bring down a case in honor of Lois and we chose the "Pictures on Stone" to show. I 
know you who knew Lois remember she had a love and talent for cutting and polishing stone. 

It was such a joy to meet club members - both old and new. It was also good to stop and chat with 
dealers I knew. Of course, we all had rock dealer stories to tell each other. Hey!! Some of them are true! 

What always amazes me, and it happened at this show, was the club cases and displays. We have the 
best of the best when it comes to club cases and feature displays. Also there are the extra things like the 
auction, kids' booth, and other demonstrations that go on throughout the show. Besides there is always new 
stuff and old stuff that dealers bring to sell. I ask, "Where are they still getting old stuff and new stuff? I 
thought I had it all and sold it when I was selling!" 

I have to stop. When I started typing, I had two good fingers, and now I have two sore fingers. But in 
closing, I want to say thanks to all who helped with the show. You made my old heart miss a beat when I 
got there and saw it all once again. 

Rockspectfully, 
"Evey" 

************************************************************************************* 
Here is a story from "Evey" ... 

This happened right at the 44th annual gem and mineral club show. I was by the case which my 
daughter had made, displaying Lois's picture rocks. I walked a few cases to the right of mine and saw a 
case with dyed eggs. (Susy's) A lady came along and looked in the case and said,"My, those are beautiful 
colored eggs," and I said, "Yes, they are," then she said, "How do they dye them like that?" and I said "Just 
like regular Easter eggs." The lady looked at me and asked, "Are they hard boiled before they dye them?" 
"Oh yes!" I told her, "I know (Susy) who owns this case and I see her over by the kids booth. Just go over 
and ask her. I know she will tell you what I have said is true!!" (HA) 

Oh, by the way, Susy, did she ever come by and ask you? 
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Of Labels and Libraries 

One of the fairly important parts of 
maintaining a collection of any kind is to 
maintain labels, especially on things that are 
not self explanatory, such as rocks, minerals, 
or fossils. A coin may bear a country of 
origin, a date and a mint mark and it does 
not require the same degree of labeling as 
does a crystal or agate. To the experienced 
collector, a crystal or agate practically has a 
country of origin, a time of origin and a mint 
mark (place of origin, sometimes to the 
exact bed and about 40 feet from where it 
was found). None of these things are 
stamped on the mineral or agate and the 
non-collector is at a loss when viewing the 
objects. It may also be that the auctioneer 
who is selling the estate may be at a loss too, 
so the specimens are just called rocks in the 
sale bill. Rocks probably won't attract many 
potential buyers. On the other hand 
Cornwall Calcite; Mapimi, Durango, 
Mexico; or Michipicoten Island will grab the 
serious collector's attention immediately. So 
you have some economic incentive to keep 
your collection well labeled. 

There is also some scientific 
incentive. Rocks, minerals or fossils without 
labels are useless for research. Probably no 
museum or geology department will want 
anything that has no documentation. They 
may accept those Cornwall Calcites for 
study specimens at 40 cents a pound but you 
will not be able to get any great declared 
value for Internal Revenue Service. So you 
have both some scientific and economic 
incentive to provide good labeling. 

Good labels should have numbers 
that correlate with specimens that have the 
number painted on them in an inconspicuous 
site. 

We are all told about what 
information a label should convey. One can 
find all of this in the AFMS Uniform Rules. 
There's a lot the uniform rules don't tell 
about label. The goal of the label in the rules 

is strictly to tell a judge the name of the Judy 
Reilly Page 1 04/14/2002 mineral, place 
of origin and chemical makeup. There are 
even a number of computer programs that 
will help the collector make up a very 
attractive set of labels for a case in 
competition or not. 

Some of the things about labels that 
one does not find in the rule book can help 
the collector maintain the history and the 
credibility of any specimen. Some thoughts 
follow: 

Never destroy an old label. The 
label is as much a part of the specimen as 
the specimen is itself. The original label may 
show such data as who collected the 
specimen, where it was collected, and when 
it was collected. 

You can make new labels to 
accompany the specimen in displays---you 
don't need to display the old label, but you 
do need to keep it. 

Some years back I purchased some 
minerals from a garage sale. The labels were 
from the Lawrence Prince Company, a 
dealer firm that hasn't existed for around 70 
years. The label itself conveyed a great deal 
of data about the path the specimen had 
followed to the place I found it in the sale. 

Several years ago, a very famous 
coin collection was broken up and many of 
the specimens were offered as being from 
that famous collection. Many people who 
purchased lots from this sale were keenly 
disappointed to find that the original labels 
(proof that the coin actually came from that 
collection) had been destroyed and they had 
been replaced with pretty, computer 
generated labels stating they were from the 
famous collection. They coins in question 
probably were as described but the proof 
was no longer with the coins. 

A "comment card" is a useful little 
device that supplements a label in a 
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collection. Perhaps you want to maintain the 
history of the specimen without damaging or 
altering the original label(s) that came with 
it. The comment card may show facts such 
as secondary origin of the specimen ( dealer 
or collector from whom it was obtained) and 
the conditions under which it was obtained 
( cash purchase, trade, etc.) The comment 
card may also contain secondary data such 
notes about the crystal form, color, etc. Like 
the label, the comment card should be 
numbered. 

A really historic specimen might 
have a label that shows it was first offered 
by Peter Zodac and was collected by Paul 
Seel at Frutiville, Pennsylvania, in 1931. 
Keep those labels and cards for the historic 
treasures they offer. 

Enough for labels. Let's take a trip 
to the library---the most underutilized 
resource in every field of endeavor. Many 
people thing that they have done a good 
literary search by looking at sources on the 
internet. No! No way! Most of the internet 
sources only list the most current or most 
popular publications or research papers on 
any subject. 

A "fugitive reference" is one that 
does not appear in a leading journal or is not 
commonly cited. Many of the fugitive 
references have some of the most accurate 
and detailed descriptions and most 
interesting interpretations of geologic sites. 

Some of the most interesting papers 
I have found on agates have been in rarely 
read journals such as the Transactions of the 
Nova Scotia Academy of Sciences. Many of 
these papers are old and many have the 
original descriptions of fossils, minerals, 
geologic structures etc. The original 
description of especially fossils is the 
description that has priority over all others. 

A lot of the really interesting papers 
are found in publications that still have the 
old Dewey Decimal catalogue numbers. 

The famous magician T. Nelson 
Downs stated that the best kept secrets in 
magic are in the literature. The same is true 
of geology, mineralogy, paleontology, or 
many of the other sciences. 

What if the library doesn't have the 
journal you want? Go to interlibrary loan. 
The interlibrary loan service can get you 
almost any publication you desire. It may 
take a few weeks or months but you can get 
it, usually for free or a very small copying. 

It took me nearly two years to find 
Cameron's 1901 original description of the 
agate occurrences in Queensland but it was 
worth the wait. 

Don't forget to read the list of 
references or bibliography at the end of any 
paper. There is a wealth of other sources that 
the author cited and these can be looked at 
to test the conclusions of the author. 

I hope these ramblings have given 
you a few ideas about maintaining the 
historic, scientific and economic integrity of 
your collections. 

Keep the old labels. They have a lot 
to say. 

Read the old literature. There are 
things in there that are absolutely amazing 
about both the geology and the geologists. 

Roger K. Pabian 

Editor's note: There is great online source that 
specializes in rare, used and out-of-print books. The 
site is bibliofind.com. I understand it is has combined 
with amazon.com, another great on-line resource to 
find books.I learned about these websites from, who 
else, but my librarian! 
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Tk Lf/!f {} Ht/4 lll(l(at1.I cfidl(! 1(/0,f kli #tl.l'e/4 23-21, 2002. /,/1,,o.t o..fhdl(! tuu/ T/4 Chdl(! eM/ntQI( 

,1-d't,.,e,~ C~e.§' 1(/0,f R6P Po.JrM. lie /4eo.r/el tk cf kl(/ ed«Kl'ttee 1(/k l(!e,<e,; <hiur lltl.l'l'ICdlf,Erl Rirfr, cf"! #e# ~, 

B;II &: Bat, /,!irte, Plwf &: Patti RMe, Pitltc Ptl.l'ir, l!u-a LprM, Vt!«, Ruf~1 Vt.« &: cf~dl( 

#tl.l'k-p, Pat lli.:l(,r, tt'a, J~r,r, cflwrfet &: B;ff ~el,d, aJrrl f/,.aJrt Bel(l(ett. Bat tk.re "'u-e jtdt a 

~ di (/4e, /M/le t/,,o.t cttl.l'terf tu bafl Nltir,f (d /"'i!daee tlwc 8hdl(!. 

T/r.rs r,- "'e /,,o.r/ tl.fddrl ta,-lfd«t P" Jd;u-c. ~«e ef t/e.e ;u;fe t/4at W;erf .ret "I "'u-e, Po.al B~ae/4, Alo.~ (}fw.1s(el(8'el(1 cf"!,fi, Brff 

~ekl, ll«ftfeK cf te«,tl.l't aJrrl f/,.aJrt BeKKett. Tkj rlti a yeatjoJ aJrrl tk M,.e aJrrl pftf to.Jle CINH',l'tirp !dd/,e,,I te,.,.ifre .# aJrj «e.wJen kf;erl o.t 

tk trekt to.Jle 111rt/4 f/e,a LprM aJrrl Vt.« lltitirc. Tk r«t/4 !"d"/, /«'id bj tt'a, J~rc aJrrl M81Sterl bj Brff &: cf!wrfet RdeU, 1(/0,f a l'UJ.f 

a.r.ret td t/e.e ck"'. # e,wk,.r /tl.l'trerpaterlilf «Mj "'llfC· !f aJr/ Jd;erl tea,,. '6"'K M "'elf. I« Cd,.,./ r/ I left D./fjdlfe d«t J«t tHl'jdKe'c kl; "'o.c 

atruraterlrir a Jr; "'llf· 
T/4u-e "'"e (flld,e, dellrdKdi-t1.tdl'c "'k ck"'erl d~ pe.rt.r id"' td eat ctdKe.r, '6 Jear/"'d,.f, cilH,c«ltlwir,f aJrrl 1(/f'i-e, "''"81/tir,f, efeM p,rcr'tr, aJrrl 6 

ftirt ka,o;rir,f ( ,ra/,e, IJl'f'dl(/ fuir) 

II fwrta.rtre rlt9fa, ef /4ttl.l'cru J1 /,lo.ft lluirz aJrrl Vt.« tt'e.w«e "'a.r rlt:r;fa,erl J1 Vt.« &: erir«, tt'e.w«e.!fd,./tl.lf f¼,.,.rs di B~kdl, ()£ 

rlt9fa,er/ lws Jeaatrfal eru•tNirp aJrhk"'d d~ pe.rt.r u"' k «arle tk etl.l'fHirp. Brfl /,!lw'te rlts;laterf a far,e ea.re ck"'rirf Cd«e ef t/e.e «Mt 

Jeaatrfal etl.bdeMKC I /wu,e, we, 8eel( lw.« eat. 

T/4u-e 111e,e tbee /"'dJ"tl.'(8 di( .faMa, aJrrl tflld dlf cf Mrla,.1111 l(!en, ~! rirtu--e.rtrir,f aJrrlrirp!'#rt1.ttH,, 

T!w:, (}t,ufu.'~ B,.~t ...-a.r kiri .fl/I("', at t!.e ()Id (}da;rt,.! B(lft-,,t. Tk;-rm /led/le atturrlei. 

lie (k,/s "'a.r tu cfto.te .fled"', tk 1/ll()Ecf(}I «eetrir,f "'a.r lrdJ. cfwe.r(eel( rleferte.r aJrrl efl,ee,c atturrld tk «eetrir,f di( .fa~!· 1/e,I(! 

ef/-ree,c 1(/1!,1"(!, efuterl aJrrl a !dt 1(/(M rlt:re"cd aJrrl .rettld. ()l(e rleersii,I( t/,,o.t 1(/(M «arle 1(/(M td l"tl./St, tk eMt ef tk f/e.w Palette r« IJ.f 5. 00. *a 

"'rfl be l'UenNK,f o. ed«/lete /'efdl't ef t/e.e «utrir,f rir tk "/U«rir,f f/ur Palette. 

(}l(e ef d~ pe.rt.r rftiK't kdl(! fl/it l(!e l(!daltf e~r (d""' a bMe/4 ef !'deir. lie l(!tJ.r (,t.e,/( IKV-r'terf (d CU 1(1/,,o.t (/4e, c/4dl(! efle,er/. (}I( ifs "'llf d«(, 

k ctd/;er/ at t/e.e fdl(t to.Jle aJrrl a,od!dperf. llrc r"I wa.r Cdlf/~ tl.#rfUM bj 1(//,,o.t a,,, /,,o.r/ceel(. Tkj cto.terl tie.at tkj 1(/ffl be Jo.ei at d~ 

l(Ut 8MIII. T!wurir td I/ N't1. LpraJr P" tlws rirpl'«atidlf. cf u akd (di!/ «e t/,,o.t l(!e /,,o.r/ 821 pe.rt.r di( .fat«,,1a, aJrrl 693 di( cf a.rrla,. Real~, l(dt Jar// 

R6P &: I l(!tS/4 (d tlwuri eae/4 aJrrl WU'/ dl(e ef rapt' /tl."t1et1atrir,f rir tk caeee.rc 41 aJrdtku yeat 8hdl(!.l/l(rl P" tk.re l(!hd rlirl l(dt /wu,e, a 

elwuree td /tl.l'trerpate, tkue r:r o.ka,c l(ut r,-/ 
,fee, jda '61(11( tu Narf at a ptaJ.e 8hdl(!/ 

f/l'Ql(t 0. Bel(l(ett, tct /Ira P,.e,,rir/el(t 

[ d j Get ready to talk about field trips at the next meeting. One possibility is a visit to a mozarkite 

( /~ta t,iM mine in Missouri the first week in May.Limestone Day in Weeping Water, June 29,2002 is 

{.' another possibility.Wouldn't it be fun for a group of us to go out there for a dayf Also, Roger 

brought up the idea of a trip to Sheffler's in Alexandria, MO, sometime this fall to dig for geodes. There are so many 

possibilities and with the weather getting so nice, it will be fun to get out and explore! 

**A politician is someone who divides his time between running for office and running for cover!** 
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fEPERAT•ON 
Public Relations 

from Barbara Fenstermacher, AFMS Public Relations 

Don Shurtz of the Pleasant Oaks Gem and 
Mineral Club of Dallas, Texas has voted to sponsor 
a special award at this year's Regional Science and 

Engineering fair. Here's the story. What a 
wonderful way to interest kids in our hobby. 

Special Award at the Dallas Regional Science and 

Engineering Fair 

Our chapter reads, in part, the club "is organized 
for charitable and educational purposes to promote 
interest in the various earth sciences ... " To this end, 

\c:~e Pleasant Oaks Gem and Mineral Club of Dallas 
has elected to sponsor a special award at this year's 
Dallas Morning News -Toyota Regional Science and 
Engineering Fair. The competitors at the Science 
and Engineering Fair are students in grade 7-12 
from the Dallas area who have an abiding interest in 

scientific subjects. At this year's fair, our dub will 
recognize the student who has the best project 
(considering the student's grade level) in the earth 

Meriwether Lewis' Near fatal Rockbound 

Experience 
From Brenda Hankins, AFMS Lewis & Clark Chairperson 

The summer of 1804 found the Lewis and 

Clark Expedition traveling west against the 

current of the Missouri River.At present day, 

Kansas City, in the great River bend, the Corps 

of Discovery turned north towards the Mandan 

Villages. What lay ahead came to be described as 

a passage through the Garden of Eden and a 

summer filled with incredible experiences. 

Lewis saw and described the coyote which was 

new to science. He found an area of the River 

that was 70 yards wide and three miles long that 

was completely with white feathers, deposited by 

a flock of birds preening on a sand bar up the 

river. Private Joseph Fields killed the Expedition's 

first buffalo, whose hump became the favored 

food second only to the beaver's tail. 

On the Fourth of July, the men of the 

Expedition became the first Americans t celebrate 
science area. The special award will be a rock the nations' birthday west of the Mississippi 

tumbler,with rocks and grinding/polishing River. The day started with the firing of the 
materials, and a one-year family membership in our 
dub. We will also award honorable mentions to 

cannon and ended with the enjoyment of a second 

dram of whiskey. In honor of the nations 18th 

birthday, Lewis and Clark named a creek 

"Independence." Today, in present day Atchinson, 

Kansas, you can stand in the bedroom where 

Amelia Earhart was born and look out the second 

story window into the Missouri River and almost 

deserving competitors with a one-year family 
membership in the club. Our club will provide 

volunteer judges to evaluate the projects and to 
determine who will be the awards recipients. The 

winner will receive the award at the Science and 
.i.ngineering Fair awards banquet, and we hope to 
have the winner show his or her project at one of see the National Park marker commemorating the 

our future meetings. Expedition's 1804 Fourth of July Celebration. 

from the AFMS Newsletter, March, 2002 ( continued on page 10) 
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(Lewis,continued from page 9) 

Another incredible experience that summer 

almost ended the Lewis & Clark Expedition as we 
know it. The Expedition came close to using it's 

primary namesake and it's only distinguished 

rockhound. Meriwether Lewis almost met his 
demise in a situation that continues to haunt some 

modern day rockhounds. 
Lewis was known to be more knowledgeable in 

botany than in mineralology, but he took all his 

responsibilities seriously,. On August 22, about 650 
miles up the Missouri River, past the mouth of the 
Platte River, Lewis found and studied a substance 

that he believed to be arsenic or cobalt. According to 

Clark's journal, Lewis attempted to taste and smell 

the specimen so that he could conclusively record 

what it was. Lewis was immediately overcome by the 

SOME EVENTS TO CONSIDER. .. 

-May 3-4 McPherson Gem & Mineral Club 

Rock Swap,4-H Fairgrounds, McPherson, KS. 

-May 4-5 Norfolk Annual Show, Sunset Plaza, 

Norfolk, NE. contact Harlan Hult, 

hmhult@bloomnet.com 

-May 10-11 Hutchinson Gem and Mineral Club 

Show, Highway 96, Hutchinson, KS. 

-May 18-19 ROCK SWAP, Sponsored by the Sac 

& Fox Lapidary club, Jefferson County 

Fairgrounds, US Highway 34 at west edge of city, 

Fairfield, Iowa, contact Dennis Kossow (641) 

472-5874 or billrath@kdsi.net 

substance and was nearly poisoned. To ease his - September 7-9 Midwest Federation Show, 

condition, Lewis took some of Rush's Pills, often Rice Lake, WI. sponsored by the Northwest 
called "thunder bolts" because of their impact on the 

bowels! Without a doubt, the pills were not the 

appropriate treatment strategy and only added to 
Lewis's misery. Fortunately, however, Lewis 

survived his near fatal rockhound experience. 

Reference: Ambrose,Stephen .. Undaunted Courage: 

Meriwether Lewis, Thomas Jefferson, and the Opening of the 

American West., 1997. New York: Touchtone. 

******************************************** 

2002 Show Displays Committee Report 

by Ed Ridge 

We had fewer displays than last year.about 88, but what we 

had were good.There were 21 special displays, including three 

club, two dealers,the State Case, and 15 featured exhibits. 

Seven were demonstrators.The remaining 60 were displays by 

members,(including three first-time exhibits and three junior 

cases,) one member from another club.one former member,six 

dealers and one special lifetime meber .Thanks to all for 

making this such a good show. For myself, this was my 20th 

year of putting up displays for the club show. 

Wisconsin Gem & Mineral Society. 

-September 22 Sheffler's GEOJAM, Sheffier's 

Rock Shop & Geode Mine, Alexandria, MO. 

Register at 8AM at the shop, or in advance, call 

660-754-6443, $15 per day for 50# geodes.Digging 

8-5,. Swap meet from 5-7, geology related 

materials. Large picnic buffet 7:30PM til all gone! 

-October 20-21 DesMoines Lapidary 

Society-Show, DesMoines Botanical Center, 909 

East River Drive, DesMoines, IA. 

Kay Jurgens and her family are 
mourning of loss of Kay's infant 
niece, Alexis Grace Crockett. Alexis 
lived only seven short weeks butt 
during that time she blessed many 
lives. Our thoughts and prayers are 

with Kay and her family. 
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LINCOLN GEM & MINERAL CLUB, INC. - General Meeting -

There was no General Meeting in March because our Annual Show was held on the 4th weekend 

LINCOLN GEM & MINERAL CLUB, INC. - BOARD OF DIRECTORS -

March 6, 2002 7:00 P.M. @ Kinko's, Conference Room. - 48th & Vine. 

Visitors at the Meeting were Ed Ridge and Judy Reilly. 

Minutes of the February Meeting were approved with motion by Grant Bennett, 2nd by Dave Heffelbower. Carried. 

Treasurer's report was approved with motion by Vera Lyman, 2nd by Grant Bennett. Carried. 

Motion to approve and pay bills made by Vera Lyman, 2nd by Grant Bennett. Carried. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

MEMBERS - Dick Caster - approval for reinstatement by Vera Lyman, 2nd by Grant Bennett. Carried. NEW - Dave & 

Gail Dobesh - Motion for approval by Susan McMahan, 2nd by Dave Heffelbower. Carried. 

General Information Form has been updated and ready for hand-out at Show. 

COMMI'ITEE REPORTS: 

SHOW - Chairman RogerPabian will be doing a promo for the Show at Noonon March 20, on Channel 10/11. 

HISTORIAN - Susy McMahan has purchased stacking plastic filing cabinets for storage. SCHOLARSHIP - Motion by 

Grant Bennett, 2nd by Phyllis Paiks, to donate Club balance at UNL Foundation to Geosciences Dept. Motion carried. 

Secretary sent letter to Foundation and Geosciences Dept. advising of same. (Amount=$ 175.00) 

FIELD TRIP - Planning trip to coincide with "Limestone Day" at Weeping Water on June 29, 2002. Details later. 

NAOESCI Meeting 3/23 - Secretary sent letter to Pres. Ben Vrana requesting names of Delegates of other State Clubs. 

MEETINGS: Next Board Meeting April 3, 2002, 7:00 P.M. @Kinko's. General Meeting - November 21, 2002 (Thursday) 

@NE Center. Christmas Party/Meeting December 8, 5-9 P.M. at Antelope Shelter 

PICK & SHOVEL DEADLINE APRIL 3, 2002. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Vera Lyman, Secretary 

***************************************************************************** 

FINAL SHOW NOTE: 

John Harrison extends thanks and 

appreciation to all for loading and 

unloading their vehicles in an organized, 

efficient manner before and after the show. 

Everything went smoothly, even when 

dealing with the rain & snow on Sunday. 

********************************** 

Apnl .r/4owf!Y".f' br,r-,3 
fYla'f l'/owf!Y!"- -

The'/ a/.r-o hr/n3 h,j puddler / 
'fOW CQn c/nve t/4;rou3/4 ; 

-It> rpla.r/4 un.ru.rpecf/n3 
peclerlr-/cw,r. 

" <- ';,n., / 
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Since the insert has an extra page this month, I thought the club members might enjoy seeing some of 

the sights from the KC Show. For those who have never been to a show in KC, don't miss it next year. 

IT WAS GREAT!!! 

{U{l\f(llllll\iUf.ttl\! 

www.rockfoodtable.com 




