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CALENDAR

March 26, Friday--Show Set-up Day! Each and every able bodied club member is needed for this

big project. Those of you who know the routine will be expected at our storage facility
about 8 AM with your vehicles to help load & haul the cases, rocks and club displays down
to Pershing to arrive there at 9 AM when we are scheduled to begin our preparations.
The Show Committee list was published in your September 1998 Pick & Shovel and will be
anxious to tell you where your help is needed. We normally start receiving our Dealers very
soon after unloading the props. From then until the last display is in place many hands are
needed. The Committee has done the planning and established a format, now it’s the
members turn to join in the excitement. See you all there!!

Remember that at 5 PM on Sunday, when the show officially closes, everything begins again--
only in reverse and just as many able bodies are needed at that time.

April 24 Annual Scholarship Presentation to a student in the UNL Geoscience Program.
Bethany Park, 7:.30 PM, Cotner and Vine Streets. Coffee and Refreshments.

LGMC SHOW - MARCH 27-28, 1999, Pershing Auditorium
(Our 41* Annual Show)
“Reflections to Past Centuries”

Nearby Shows to Visit
March 20-21 SHOW Cedar Valley Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show, Cedar Rapds, lowa
April 10-11 MWF SHOW  Columbus, Ohio, “Heaven’s Stones & Dinosaur Bones, Meteorites &
Mass Extinction.”
April 17-18 SHOW Northeast Nebr.Rock Club, Sunset Plaza, Norfolk, Nebraska
April 23-25 SHOW Blackhawk Rock Club, Colonial Village Mall, Rockford, Illinois

1999 REGIONAL SHOW SCHEDULE

SOUTH CENTRAI2.1F2£20ERATION

STE RAT A -
EASTERN FEDERATION vgust 212 ROCKY MOUNTAIN FEDERATION
Bossier, Louisiana November 19-20
New Carrolton, Maryland )
NORTHWEST FEDERATION Tucson, Arizona
June 18-20
CALIFORNIA FEDERATION Hillsboro, Oregon MIDWEST FEDERATION
June, 1820 April 1011
Turlock, California SOUTHEAST FEDERATION Columbus, Ohi
’ /AFM?USSMB'NED olumbus, Lnio
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YOUTH ROTES

SHOWTIME I§ HERE!

The junior members at the Feb.
meeting were full of great ideas for
the 1999 show. We have had a
fantastic junior booth in the past,
and hope to outdo ourselves this
year. Let’s end the century with a
bang!

Activities we will do:

gemdig

25 cent spin-wheel

50 cent spin-wheel

rock race

hourly prizes

fossil dig

activities table
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Juniors attending the show (we
hope everyone!) will be assigned a
specific time to be there with a
family adult to help run the booth.
Kay will contact you- or call her.
Of course, we need other juniors
working at the same time. We will
do our best to rotate people so that
everyone has a chance to do the
things they are capable of doing.

In keeping with the show’s theme,
“Reflections to Past Centuries”,
junior members are encouraged to
dress in costume or have a prop
representing a past century. (You
could be a caveperson or a
dinosaur.) This is optional.

Maybe you have a hat or a bone
that you could wear.

We discussed wearing fannypacks
to put the money in, rather than
having to always depend on a box.
The fannypacks would be emptied
when the person moved to a
different job. If you have a
fannypack, bring it if you want.
Kay will have extras at the show.

For decorations, we are going to
fill some clear balloons with small
rocks and some of our prizes.

If you have a good idea for the free
activity table, call Kay. We need
something for all ages.

We decided to have hourly
drawings, and also to have three
prizes for the end of the show.

Our display case won’t be
complete without a display from
each junior. It can be small, large,
simple, or complicated. You might
want to use a mirror for your
display, “reflecting” past centuries.
We have some new “jewelry” for
the spin wheels, and welcome any
“extra” specimens members are
willing to share with us.

Look out 20th century, we’re going
out with a BANG!

Volume 39, Issue 7
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From The President’s Desk

Hello LGMC Members: T

I want to give a special thank you to the Parks, the Heffelbower’s, Roger Pabian, Jim Atkins
and me for help in putting on the very fine Geology Day at Pioneer Park. It was a nice
Sunday, we had a moderate crowd. Some were very interested in the club. Others were
interested in what we were showing,

As for the questionnaire, | have gotten back 13 by Saturday the 27*. I want to thank you for
filling them out. As for the rest of the members please fill them out and send to me by the
middle of March. I will publish the results in the April Pick & Shovel.

This is the month of our annual show “Reflections to Past Centuries”. If all members help
put on the show it should be a good one .

I hope to see you there as displayers, demonstrators, helping with the table covers, setting
up cases, and making yourselves useful anytime Friday, March 26, after 9 A.M. until the
show is ready for the opening.

On Saturday, March 20®, I will have an open house from 1 to 4 PM at my home, 2507 A St.
to share suggestions for cases, displaying, lighting, etc. You may move the materials,
rearrange, try other matenals, or go for a Field Trip to my basement, or just visit. [ am
engaged in remodeling my home, hope to see some of you there.

Edward Ridge.
Note: Parking on 26™ street or my driveway.

......................................................................................................................................

CLUB NOTES:

At the February club meeting we learned that Lois Everett, our club founder’s wife and a life
member herself, had fallen and broken a limb and was in the hospital. Talked with her a few
days ago and Lois is at home after 12 days in the hospital, using a walker and wishing to
thank all of you who sent cards and messages. We’d like to wish her a speedy recovery.

We also learned that member John A. Lewis was seen out at a favorite lunch buffet and
appeared to be doing a great recovery. Hope to see you at this coming show, John.

Our members, the Spencer’s, will be busy moving to a new location on the weekend of the
show so will not be able to help with set up and tear down. We’ll miss them but hope they
have a safe and pleasant move. Enjoy your new location, Eunice & O.D.
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Show Time--"Reflections to Past Centuries”

Each year our show seems better than the year before--although it is getting more difficult to top
some of the 40 shows which have been produced here in Lincoln. Our Dealers are the best, we
always have several fine Demonstrators, our Membership Booth tries to help keep everyone happy,
the Admissions Desk gives courteous and efficient service, the Youth Booth gives a good variety of
activities for young and older alike, our Displays are always outstanding and all of the Club Members
try to make this a rewarding and memorable week end.

Displayers, if you don’t have any reminders of Past Centuries why not show something from Past
Decades--although all fossils, rocks & minerals are from many centuries ago. The more displays that
we have the more ideas prospective members might conceive.

No Saturday night buffet this year but you are invited to go out to breakfast with our Dealers on
Sunday morning at Old Country Buffet, 20" & O St, at 8 AM. We’ll be treating the dealers and each
member will pay their own tab.

Remember to sign in on Friday if you come to help for a few hours or if you plan to help tear down
on Sunday, and pick up your Workers Pass to the show if you have no display so there will be no
confusion when you come to enjoy the show. Scout and Student groups will be admitted with a
leader for each 5-6 youth. Limited parking will be permissable on the south side of Pershing with a
permit from the club. See you at the Show.  Phyllis, ‘99 Show Secy.

ok o ok ok ok ok ok ok ok sk ok okok ok ok

geology day ‘99: Once again we had only a limited number of club members participating but the
space was full of interesting and educational exhibits and the people coming through had much to
see and ask questions about. Karen Messenger was our Hostess again and once again had provided
treats for us to share. She and the other park attendants were very cooperative. It was a wonderful
spring like day and the park was full of people.

sk sk ok ok ke ok ok ok ok ok ok ok %k okok

Belated news of a special field trip! At Christmas season I received the following note from Grant
Bennet and promptly filed it with my Christmas Mail instead of with Pick & Shovel copy-now I have
found it and wish to share his enthusiasm with all of you--

Adventure Time By Grant

What a great day. Was picked up at 8 AM by Roger Pabian. He asked me on an agate picking field
trip. We met club members Bill and Betty Whte at the Table Rock restaurant.

The adventure began then. I’m glad Roger drove, me, I was lost after the first few miles. The four
of us visited road cuts for miles around. Roger then led us to some streams and rivers. The gravel
beds did yield some material.

Beautiful day but a chilly wind. After scouting for the better material we called it quits. Bid the
White’s goodbye and headed for Lincoln. Arrived at 6 PM.

Tired, but who complains when you spend the day with such good friends.

(Thanks for the contribution Grant. Editor)
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LINCOLN GEM & MINERAL CLUB, INC. =~ BOARD OF DIRECTORS - Feb 3, 1999

Kinkos @ 48th & Vine Sts. - 7:00 P.M.
Susan Taylor, Scholarship Chair & Dr. Norman Smith of UNL

First order of business: Discussion of proceedure and amount of
scholarships awarded by LGMC through UNL Foundation.
Discussion led by Dr. Smith & Susan Taylor.

Dr. Smith suggested more participation by students and their appli-
cation for these awards. Also, the department now covers all the
Geosciences, not just Geology Dept., therefore covering a broader
spectrum of studies.

After an enlightening discussion, the conclusion was that we would
consider the new plan involving student application, board making
final choice of referrals, and 1 scholarship being presented each
year in a greater amount, rather than 2 small ones.

This year only, UNL would contribute $150. to our $350. to make a
$500. award. Upon receipt of award, the student would present a
short summation of his/her studies.

Dr. Smith & Susan Taylor will keep in contact and see that the new
plan is implemented.

Regular meeting called to order by President
Minutes of previous meeting and Treasurer's report were approved.
No old business.

NEW BUSINESS:. Ed announced that a survey will be included in this
issue of the Pick & Shovel. All members are asked to return the
surveys and indicate what type of activities, etc. they would like to
make the Club more interesting.

- Ed would also like to have an "Open House" at his home to show new
members or anyone how to decorate a case and arrange their displays.

MEETINGS & DATES:
Feb. 27 - NCCE
March - SHOW
April 24 - Bethany Park Shelter House - Scholarshlp presentatio s
May 22 - dessert supper at Bethany Park
Sept - NCCE
Oct - Park - Halloween Party
Nov - NCCE ~ Election

Board Meeting - March 3, 7:00 P.M.

No further business, Meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,

Guests:

at Kinkos

LGMC Treasurer’s Report for February 1999

Vera L X Secret

NBC Checking Balance 1-31-99 51 9 2

Receipts: ’

1999 Membership Dues 100.00

1999 Show Demo Booth 36.00

Interest on matured CD 9.18

Cash matured CD 5,000.00 5134.18
Payments:

Kinko-Feb. Board & Show Com .Meeting 25.00

Print Feb. Pick & Shovel 32.60

Linc.Parks-Rec. Reserve Shelters April & May Meeting 120.00

Plaque '98 Rockhound Year 39.23

January Swap, Mesting & Coffec 299.48

Forward Member Subs.State Bulletin from Suspense(9) 29.25

Secy.State-Non Profit Org. Fee '98-99 20.00

*Copies 1999 Who's Who for Members 23.14

2 new cabbing units from Spec.Lap.Equip. Fund 639.22

Purchase Cert.Deposit from matured CD /Scholarship 4000.00

(per action at Feb.Gen.Mecting) —
NBC Checking Balance 3-1-99

4727.92
1517.18
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LINCOLN GEM & MINERAL.CLUB, INC. - GENERAL MEETING - Feb. 27, 1999
7:30 P.M., @ NCCE Beatrice Rm

Visitors - Greg & Annette Ford, guests of Marcia Hamilton.
20 Members and 2 Juniors present.

January minutes were approved as printed with motion by Grant Bennett;
2nd by Adeline Nolde. Carried.

January Treasurer's report approved as printed with motion by Shirley R.
2nd by Jim Atkins. Carried.

OLD BUSINESS: Final decision on Field Trip to Kansas City Show by Van.
Not enough interest to make the plan feasible so idea was scrapped with
motion by Phyllis P., 2nd by Kay J. Carried.

Scholarship: Discussion of Scholarship CD and the interest produced to
finance Scholarships. After recommendation by Phyllis, a motion was
made by Roger Pabian that we raise the initial amount of the Scholarship
Ch to $ 10,000. so it will generate enough interest each year to finance
the Scholarship that is awarded. 2nd by Kay Jurgens. Motion carried.

Reminder to mail or hand in President's Survey Card which was in your
Pick & Shovel,

NEW BUSINESS:

the 1999 WHO'S WHO is ready. Be sure to get your copy from the Secretary.
Also, Membership cards are ready =- please get them from freasurer.

54 paid adult, 3 Life, and 17 Youth members paid.

SHOW: March 27-28; Jim Marburger, Chairman
Committee Meeting, Tues, March 9, 7:00 P.M. @ Kinkos-?

COMMUNICATIONS: No regular March Meeting (SHOW) ‘
April 24 - Scholarship Presentation - Bethany Park Shelter - Coffee
"May 22 - Dessert Supper - Also at Bethany Park Shelter

Deadline for March Pick & Shovel will be March Board Meeting.
. Respectfully submitted,

Ao 541z7n4vn/
Vera Lymah, Secretary

LINCOLN GEM 7 MINERAL CLUB MEMBERS: If you are interested in the Lapidary Classes
at Auld Rec. Center please check the information below and use the Registration Form that Roger
has reproduced for us in this Pick & Shovel.

Lapidary-Spring Quarter

March 29, 1999

7:00-9:00 pm 1 vo:
Auld Rec Center Mail to: Nancy Holman
Cost-$35 Southeast Community College

8800 O Street - Room J2
Course Number LLX 126 53 SA Lincoln, NE 68520
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Labels

As a subject, labels on rock,
mineral, gem and fossils appears to be
rather boring. There are a number of
reasons to pay attention to what labels
tell. To the uninitiated a label may tell
what the specimen is, what it is
composed of and where it came from.
These are very worthwhile and useful
data.

If one is exhibiting mineral or
fossil specimens competitively under
American Federation uniform rules, one
will find out that accuracy in labeling
makes up 30 to 50 percent of the scores
awarded by the judges. That should be
reason enough to be careful. I for one am
skeptical about the actual educational
value of competitive exhibits. A trophy
winning case will undoubtedly pass on
some accurate information to the viewer
because the labels are correct. How
much information is lost in producing
the accurate, picture perfect label is
another story.

Let us create a fictitious
specimen---it can be a mineral, fossil or
gem or whatever. If the specimen has
been properly collected, it should have a
field label. Many specimens will not as
the collector who first obtains the
specimen will likely obtain it from a
second or third hand source. More than
likely the specimen will have some label
that identifies it and has some additional
geographic and geologic data. Properly
done, this label will stay with the
specimen forever.

For various reasons, labels may
not accompany specimens or much data
may be lacking. The specimen may
come from a locality that the miner
wishes to keep confidential for business
reasons. Obtaining a geographic fix may
have been difficult in the past but high

quality maps and easy to use Geographic
Positioning Systems are now available to
provide much of this data.

Many collectors prefer to have
the history of the movement of the
specimen documented through the labels
that accompany it. If someone were to
offer an agate with the claim that it had
been collected by M. F. Heddle in 1889
from the Blue Hole in Scotland, a series
of old labels accompanying the piece
would furnish proof. Comment cards
that accompany the specimens and labels
can be utilized to furnish additional
information about the travels of the
specimen. Information about the
specimens that was once confidential
can be added to the comment cards as it
becomes available in journals.

A very fine specimen can be
greatly enhanced in scientific value,
historic value and economic worth
because its history is preserved in the
labels and comment cards.

Sometime back a very old and
prominent collection was broken up and
sold piecemeal. Many of the finer
specimens went to an established
museum but many of the lesser
specimens were sold as specimens from
the famous collection that was . To the
dismay of many of the purchasers, the
specimen was delivered in a shiny new
plastic container with a computer
generated label that read: Specimen from
the So and So collection. None of the
original labels were present---they had
all been discarded by the dealer who
acted as agent for the sale of the
collection. A wise collector will keep all
of the labels that came with the
specimen and will generate new
comments as data becomes available.
The neat labels will be kept for show but
the old ones will always stay with their
specimens.  Roger K. Pabian
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NEIL’S NOTES

Signs of Spring abound around our acre. The days are longer;

snow is melting; the Fall’s unraked leaves are reappearing. A

few robins are here, although I suspect they never really left.

Sunshine helps dispel symptoms of Seasonal Affective Disorder

(SAD). Spring will soon arrive (March 20).

It is time to re-oil the boots, sharpen the tools and head out to
various collecting spots. Take along your new members, but be
sure they are well versed in safety procedures and our code of
ethics. Several sites have been closed to collectors during the
past year because collectors didn’t follow the rules.
Unfortunately, these violators were experienced collectors.

I am happy to learn that several clubs have reached new plateaus
with recent contributions to the AFMS Scholarship Fund. This is
a very important program which benefits professional education in
the geological sciences. I have talked to various recipients and
they are grateful for the help. Contributions to the Scholarship
Fund are excellent memorials for a club to make for deceased
members. I urge all clubs to become contributors to the Fund.
Individual contributions are also welcome.

I hope that all clubs have selected delegates to the annual
meeting in Columbus, Ohio next month AND have sent in their
registration and meal requests. There are several items of
business to discuss including proposals to revise the election
procedures. If your club does not plan to send a delegate, but
has items it wishes to have presented, please notify the
secretary in writing so that attention can be given to your
concerns.

Spring also seems to be the time when schools request programs
from clubs - at least in our area. School presentations, science
fairs etc. are an excellent P.R. tool, and you may even recruit
new members. You don’t have to be a professional teacher to meet
with students. I never met a rockhound who couldn’t talk about
our hobby. The kids will ask enough questions to keep you
going!!

Try it. Until next time:

May the road rise to meet you
May the wind always be at your back
May the sun shine warm upon your face
The rain fall soft upon your fields
And until we meet again
May God hold you
In the palm of His hand

Happy St. Patrick’s Day,



1999 ELECTED OFFICERS

President Edward Ridge,2507 A Street. Iincoln,NIL 68502 477-8469
1st Vice.Pres. kenneth Doe, 925 El Avado Avenue Lincoln,NE 68504 4664877
2™ Vice Pres. Jim Atkins, 1333 So. 15 St., Apt.1 Lincoln,NLEL 68502 438-2434
Secretary: Vera Lyman, 420 N. 56th St. Lincoln,NE 68504 464-6089
Treasurer: Phyllis Parks, 2435 So. 19th St. Lincon,NE 68502 476-6798
Board Member Marcia Eddy-Hamilton,4903 Hillside St. Lincoin,NIL 68506 4890716
Board Mcember Nay Jurgens, 14421 Danvers St. Waverly, NE 68462 786-2756
Board Member Grant Bannett,721 No. 58% St Lincoln,NE 68505 466-5377
Board Member David Heflelbower, 1819 Washington §t. Lincoln,NE68502 475-4713
Nominating Committee LongLRange Planning
& By-Laws Committee

3 years Jerry Moore 3 years Charles Wooldridge,Chair

Kevin Schwartman Kevin Schwartman
2 year: Roger Pabian 2 Year: David IefTelbower

Bill Rockel Jim Parks
1 year: shirley Roockel 1 Year: Vera Lyman

Kenneth Doe
Chairman: Iimmediate Past President

Roger Pabian

Standing Committees

Menibership: Shirley Rockel Programs: David Heffelbower
Fducation: Rogger Pabian MWT Liaison: Vera Lyman

Field Trips: Jerry Moore, Coordinator Scholarship: Susan Taylor
Historian: Christmas Party

Hospitality: Eddie "Lightning" Ridge 1999 Show: Jim Marburger
Study Coordinator:? 2000 Show: John Harrison
Housing/Property:  Jim Parks 2001 Show:

Youth Activities: Kay Jurgens 1999 Swap: David Heffelbower
Librarian: Roger Pabian 2000 Swap:

Auditing Committee:?
Gem Palette Correspondent:
Geology Day Coordinator: 2nd Vice President

L.G. M. C. Web Page Address:
hitp://nesen.unl.edu/lgmc/lgme.himl

Your PICK & SHOVEL Staff

Publisher: Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club, Inc., P.O. Box 5342, Lincoln, NIX 68505-0342
Editor: Phyllis Parks 476-6798

Business Reporter:  Vera Lyman 464-6089

Circulation: Jim Parks 476-6798

The PICK & SHOVEL is the official publication of the Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club, Lincoln, Nebraska. Articles and items appearing
within may be reproduced in other club bulletins, provided proper credit is given to the PICK & SHOVEL and the author and that a
reprint of the bulletin is suntto the editor of the PICK & SHOVEL.

The purpose of this corporation shall be (o study, promote an i ¢ 1o, and di inatc knowledge of lapidary and various Earth
Sciences including but not necessarily limited to geology, palcontology and mineralogy. 1t shall be a particular purpose of the corporation
to provide vducation in these fields o its members and the general public, particularly youth and studenl groups.

J.J. & L. ROCKS and MINERALS

GEMS - CABS
ROUGH - SLABS - MOUNTINGS
STERLING SILVER - GOLD FILLED - 14K GOLD
SILVER SUPPLIES - TOOLS - MACHINERY - NEW AND USED
CUSTOM SERVICES FOR SLABS, FLAT LAPPING, AND CABOCHONS

STARTING OUR 23rd YEAR

330 LOCUST PHONE
HICKMAN, NE 68372-0068 402-792-2337

“PROVIDING SUPPLIES FOR THE NOVICE TO THE DISCRIMINATING ROCKHOUND”
Please Call for Appointment

=
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QWooly's Custom Lapidary

Precious/Semi-Presious Gems 21013 A Stred.
v Rough Material

Eagle, NE 68347

402-781-9339
By Appointment Only

' Jewelry and Supplies

Redd your bulletin for new materials or specials from the above advertisers.

Advertising by rock-hobby business or interest is permitted with the approval of the Board. The rate n«
set at $15.00 per full page; $7.50 per 1/2 page; $5.00 per 1/3 page; and $3.75 per 1/4 page(min) p
issue, paid in advance. These ads will be placed through the bulletin as space permits.

Subscription to the PICK & SHOVEL are $10.00 per year mailed.

Dues to Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club are as follows:

Adult (ages 16 and over) $10.00/ye
Junior (ages 12 to 16) $2.00/yc
Family Membership  (Husband, wife, resident children under age 16) $22.00/yc

New memberships must be approved by the Board, after the applicant attends at least one meeting -
the club and pays the above dues plus a $5.00 registration fee.
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