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General Meeting: There will be no General Meeting held this 
month. We will have our annual Christmas 
Party instead. 

Board Meeting: 

This will be Saturday, December 12, 1981 
6:30 P.M. at the Nebraska Center 

COST: $5.35 + tax ($5.56) each 

Thursday, January 7, 1982 7:30 P.M. 
AMERICAN CHARTER SAVINGS AND LOAN 

4000 South 27th Street 
All newly elected members and all outgoing 
members of the Board of Directors are asked 
to be present at this meeting. 

BE SURE TO MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

ANNUAL CLUB SHOW: Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club 
March 27 & 28, 1982 

CHRISTMAS IS. 

Agricultural Hall, State Fairgrounds 
Lincoln, Nebraska 

Cari~ 

. ' {/rowinfl and C:lwing 
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.. claughi~ and clovi~ e 
I~ 



P~c 2 ____ December _l 981 THE PICK & SHOVEL Volume 22 Issue 4 

HIS'I'ORY - "Ten and Twenty Years Ago" 

December 1971 .. Our annual Christmas Par-
ty was held at the W.O.W. Build­

1~~0 . ''< (<'Y 
ing. We had lots of Food - Fun 
and Entertainment. 
Roger Pabian's 2nd Publication 
was off the press and ready. 
This was the Education Circular 
#2 entitled "Minerals and Gem­
stones of Nebraska". 
1971 was a Good Year in LG&MC. 

1961 .. This was called an "EATIN' 

/~ 
rfl 

and MEETIN' Program; our Christ­
mas Party was a Huge Success. 
We had a covered dish supper; of 
course the LG&MC furnished the 
cream and coffee! 
We had election of Officers and 
a Gift Exchange - - - Fun was 
had by all. 
1961 was a Good Year for our 
Club that was still growing. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

GREETING FROM THE SUNSHINE CORNER: 

Good News! 

Noone was reported on the sick list this 
month, so no cards were sent. 

Anyone who has been under the weather, we 
wish you a speedy return to health so you 
can enjoy this Joyous Holiday Season! 

RAINBOWS OF HAPPINESS 

Though the day may be rainy 
And the sky may be gray, 
Though the sun may be hidden 
By dark clouds today. 

Believe it's still shining 
Though hidden from view, 
Believe there's no cloud 
That the sun can't pierce through. 

Though your hopes may be waning, 
Though the day long and drear, 
Believe that God loves you 
That to Him you're most dear. 

Sister Mary Gemma Brunke 

"MERRY CHRISTMAS" from Suze Sunshine 
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rirst of 211, I wish to th,"nk my fello1;1 bo;1rd mernb€'rs 1-Jllo 
h ,w e s er v e d d u r i r g 1 (] () 1 • T il e y c a r h ,1 s s c c n s 0 v c r zi 1 s u c c e s s e s f o r 
Uricoln Gem 2r:d l"inerrl c1u1-). The,· first has been ir: [:air:ir:c; 
quitr., 2 few ne1,i :11crnbers. 1.\: 2lso sponsored 2 r2th0r· SUCC'f'ssful 
mid \.1inter rock S\Jap 2nci silent auction. The show cornr, ittt:e iH.1S 

vr·ry .'3UC'ccssfu1 J.l'! it' .s efforts to rroniote the hobby. The club 
hns doric u vr;ry ;:c,od job ir: r,rovilir:L~ scholc:rshi1~s ,,t UH 
UnivFrsity of f·lebr;:,skn. The club l!;:is c1i1r.b0d subst2:1tially hiF,lH:·t· 
ir: thC' /\FF2 scl:oJ;:,rship fund prpc,:r:tr;gc bracket. I do not hc1vc ar: 
ex nc t fir, u r c but ~1e are we 11 ov c r 01

• 1 , 5 O O , wh i ch \Jh i ch tr n n s l r: t e ~, 
t,,:, ,i :t',15.00 contributior1 per cJdult •nember. The clt.,b m8de sevcrz.:l 
vrry s\Jcccssful fiE'ld trips iri 1()21. F2:ny good fossils and somP 
~ood cutting materials were collected. 

Pro!3rams at the 1~P:1 meetin(',s 1,,,c,e quite GOOd. h'c will strive 
to h2V(: .11any rnore fine pror,r2ms ir: 19P.2. The identifici.Jtion night 
turned out to be quite successful as sorr.e i10 items of gC'rns, 
minerc1ls, nncl fossils were identified for the members c"1nd guests. 

Th(: c1ub h&s h;:,c1 11 r;crns on Locatior:n on continuous display for 
over or:e year noi1. The club alse, furr1ishcd a di.splc1y of t'cbraska 
:ncitEriLls r:t the ;:,tc:te Fc:iir. Vcmbcrs llcvc been reasonably r:ictivc 
jn C'Xhibitirig at oU·cr club's shows cJr1d ir 2tt,ridir:e; other club's 
swJps. It would Le nice to s~c bettPr particip&tion, especially 
in othi=•r club's sho1i;s ;:is PXhibitors, spe2ker.s, arid rlunonstrc1tors 
for 1()P2. 

c.')ver·ar,E' of cluh meetings ;- 0 r:d cvcr1ts !;;-is becr1 very ,wll 
h.1ntllcrl by the Lincoln ,Jourr:,;l ,-:":d Lincoln ~t;:,r anrl 1<1c O\.JC Ei vote 
c,f th,,nks to DalE Griffinr.;, Focus Fditor, for supportinG our 
club. Lincoln's E~dio ~tations hvv0 also Biven very aood covcrace 
of C'lub events, and we ov1e 211 of these fine people l!lar:y th2nks. 

I a1so wish t,:, c.:qress my thanks to tlle various committee 
mE,,1bers for th0ir support durir:t,; 1081, ar:d to the m,iny members 
i-1h:) h:we pnrticip2ted iri mddric; the club's operatio:-:s in 19f11 a 
successful venture. 

I ,:ish for E":c:cJr, 2r:d E:.Vf'ry :H1nber of Lincolr: Ge:n arid t'.int ral 
Club to h2vc a Pappy HolidciY 2,ec:s,:,!'l ;;nd mar!y successful ventures 
2nd happy days in 1sr2. 

Fest wishes. 

Roger P,Jbic:n 
President 
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This is one of the most joyous months 
of the year, and rightfully so. It 
is the time of year when we celebrate 
God's gift to us - JESUS - the gift 
of all gifts1 May you wrap a little 
love and happiness in with each of 
the many gifts that you wrap this 
busy Holiday Season. 

May all the love, joy and happiness 
that abounds on Christmas Day abide 
with each of you throughout each day 
of the coming year • 

. MERRY CHRISTMAS EVERYONE! 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
DUES ARE DUE for 1982 

Due January 1, 1982 
Delinquent January 31, 1982 

Adults - $ 5.00 (age 16 & over) 
Junior $ 1.00 (age 12-16) 
Family $ 11.00 (Husband, wife and all children 

under 16 - permanent residents 
of household) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

FOR BEING A GOOD ROCKHOUND 

LOVE OF OUTDOORS - where else can you find rocks? 

STRONG BACK or GOOD JUDGEMENT - rocks gain weight with every 
step. 

SENSE OF HUMOR - being able to appreciate another fellow's 
find after you have just stepped over it. 

ONE LEG SHORTER THAN THE OTHER - it helps on the side hills. 

CHEERFUL - Smile; even if every muscle and bone in your body 
aches. 

ADVENTUROUS - daring to take that road, even though it looks 
lke it goes straight up. 

DETERMINATION - a willingness to go again after you swore you 
never would. 

IMAGINATION - visualizing a beatiful gem from a plain looking 
rock. 

PERSISTENT - not satisfied ur1til you have examined every rock 
in the dig twice. 

CONGENIALITY - you can hunt alone, but it's more fun and safer 
in a group. 

- Helen Schooner, Idaho Falls 
via Hells Canyon Gem Club 
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1 82 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

During our November Meeting, we held our annual election. 
The following members were elected as our new Board of Directors 
for the year 1982. Congratulations! 

As members of the Club, let us give them our full support. 

President------------Roger Pabian 
First Vice-----------Jim Taylor 
Second Vice----------Glenn Lyman 
Secretary------------Nelda Oliver 
Treasurer------------Phyllis Parks 
Board of Directors---John Abel 

Florence Boring 
Irl Everett 
Virginia Green 

Nominating Committee - 3 years - Frank Rule 
Vera Lyman 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

A SPECIAL THANKS 

I would like to say a special 
"Thanks" to the members of the Gem 
and Mineral Club for permitting the 
sale of some of my cutting material 
during one of the General Meetings, 
and to those who picked up the rocks 
and slabs at my home and delivered 
them to the meeting. 

I still have some rough material and a few slabs for 
sale. If anyone is interested, please contact me and let 
me know when you wish to come over and see what r·have. 

1030 North 48th St. Lot 46 
466-1484 

Again, my sincerest thanks for your support. 

* * * * * * 

GIVE A HOOT 

'ffl7 

Mrs. Lorene Messelhaiser 

* * * * * * 

DO YOUR SHARE TO KEEP 

AMERICA BEAUTIFUL! 

PUT LITTER IN ITS PLACE! 



BALLOONISTS - To Cosmonauts 

The May 1981 Pick and Shovel carried my article, "SPACE 
SHUTTLE - and such". This time I shall dwell mostly on the "and 
such'', leaving the Space Shuttle bit to our LGMC member, Florence 
Boring. 

As a youth, I first saw a man leave "terra firma" in a hot 
air balloon at a July 4th observance in my rural home town. Old­
fashioned celebrations of our Nation's Independence were replete 
with an inspiring oration by the best local patriotic speaker, 
sack races with rea 1 burlap bags (no_ £_last_ics), shooting the anvi 1, 
a balloon ascension and the evening fireworks, after a long day of 
celebrating. 

Tho day's pleasures were enhanced by pink lemonage, bounti­
ful family picnics, side shows (cfluck)_~!), n:al gj_an.~ firecrackers 
and hand pitched torpedoes. The crowning event was the evening 
pyrotechnic display, after we farm boys had galloped home to has­
tily do evening chores, and returned. 

The afternoon feature, the balloon ascension, awed the local 
yokels of the pre-space age, still in the "pre" category. Explan­
ation of tQe flight pattern follows, but no flight plan. The fab­
ric bag was laboriously inflated with hot air and smoke from an 
open-fire-pit. (The controllable gas flame now carried aloft in 
balloons was not yet invented.) Helium was unknown and hydrogen 
was not feasible. The flight's altitude and duration were limited 
by circumstances. 

After sufficient heated air and smoke rose inside to provide 
enough lift for the bag and the balloonist, the ascent began. Earth­
bound spectators craned their necks and sunburned the roofs of 
their mouths watching the "magic::" ascent of the contrivance, while 
the daredevil did acrobatics on his suspended trapese bar. 

Finally he deflated the bag, abandoned it and descended to 
earth via parachute while continuing to thrill the earthlings with 
more tricks on the attached trapese bar. Hopefully, the spent 
balloon was recoverable and reusable with a few necessary repairs 
after encountering tree limbs, barbed-wire fences or antisocial 
bovine critters. 

Time passed with a succession of aeronautical events, includ­
ing Lindbergh's historic transatlantic flight in 1927. Myrtle and 
I saw him fly the "Spirit of St. Louis" over Rapid City, S.D. on 
his barnstorming later flight. Airplanes and balloons continued 
to make history for years; and now aeronauts are supplanted by 
astronauts, or even cosmonauts. 
We've come a long, long way - BABY! (no implied gender). 

In 1934, The National Geographic Society spinsored a ~~_g_s.._0_~1 _ 
_ :(ill§.9_ stratosphere balloon flight from South Dakota's Black Hi1ls' 
"Stratosphere Bowl", a natural protective, rock-walled feature near 
Rapid City. This flight seemed successful until the balloon exploded 

- continued 
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BALLOONISTS - To Cosmonauts - - continued 

near Loomis, Nebraska. The three men inside the pressurized gon­
dola barely escaped with their lives by individual parachutes, 
just before it crashed to earth, destroying most of its precious 
scientific instruments. 

The summer of 1935 marked the second stratosphere balloon 
attempt from the same Black Hills site. It used non-combustible 
!}.eJ_i..::!.!:1! gas instead of dangerous, though lighter-weight, l)yc:l_:i;:2_9:.~n; 
and with two balloonists inside the dondola instead of three. On 
the first attempt at inflation, this huge bag, EXPLORER II, ripped 
when nearly inflated. All of the helium escaped and the several 
acres-area of fabric tumbled down into a disappointing heap. Need­
less to say - the flight was scrubbed! But the project was r19t 
abandoned. 

The ripped fabric was returned to Akron, Ohio for repair, 
and later sent back to the Bowl to await favorable weather for 
inflation, ascension and flight. This did not occur until Nov. 
11, 1935, Armistice Day. Then everything was ideal, the weather 
and all; and the blow-out patch repair held the precious helium 
inside! Altitude achieved - about 14 miles; distance-east of the 
Missouri River, in South Dakota; a perfect flight and landing. 

If that balloon had been inflated with combustible hydrogen 
instead of inert helium, no one knows what might have happened 
when it ripped open. Thousands of observers lined the upper rims 
of the great bowl when the blowout occurred. The ground crew in 
charge of the inflation scrambled to perimetrical safety as the 
enormous empty bag fell, almost trapping some of them beneath its 
folds. The great crowd looking down from the rims of the bowl, 
at first unbelieving, soon realized what had happened, hastily 
left the area. Our two small children slept soundly through the 
whole affair, snug in our car. 

As we returned to Rapid City, with the bumper-to-bumper 
stream of cars, we met another similar cue still enroute to the 
bowl, and, as yet, blissfully unaware of what had happened. What 
a surprise awaited at the bowl! 

When we arrived ac Myrtle's parents' home down the Rapid 
Creek Valley, below the School of Mines, our two kids awoke, 
looked out of the car, recognized the old familiar area, and Kay 
exclaimed "Aren't we going to go see the balloon go up?" Yearling 
Don did not ask! 

- Submitted by J. D. Young 
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"Thirty-one Seconds and Holding" 

These were the words 37 Nebraskans heard early November 4, 1981, 
as we waited with earners cocked and focused for the tremendous 
fire and thunder of liftoff of Space Shuttle II (STS-II). Even 
then we couldn't believe it really would be scrubbed. As attempts 
were made cycle back and pick up the countdown, the crowd began 
to grow somewhat accustomed to the slowly-mounting feeling of dis­
appointment. 

It was an interesting crowd. NASA had issued passes to 48,000 
cars and buses. At 3:00 am we boarded our bus from Winter Park, an 
Orlando, Florida, suburb, for the nearly sixty miles through traffic 
to our observation site on Cape Canaveral for the scheduled 7:30 am 
launch. It was still dark as we parked in a bumper-to-bumper line 
of buses and cars, one of nine such lines near a lagoon across from 
the brilliantly illuminated Shuttle posed on its launch pad about 
six miles away. In the glare of our headlights we could see that 
some early arrivals had evidently been sleeping on the tops of 
their cars. 

The brightening dawn revealed that the lines of buses and cars 
stretched in both directions as far as one could see--miles of 
vehicles. Another line also stretched in both directions as far as 
we could see--a line of little green portable privies set in pairs 
about 150 feet apart, each with its patiently waiting line of would­
be occupants. To our amazement and amusement, the lightening day 
also revealed a huge alligator hiding in a water-filled ditch into 
which one of our group had unsuspectingly stumbled as he dashed 
down to the edge of the lagoon in the dark. The alligator seemed 
to be the only one bored with the whole proceedings. 

The bright white Space Shuttle piggyback on its huge white fuel 
tank and booster rockets was a majestic sight against the black of 
the pre-dawn sky. It was a quiet sort of excitement one felt among 
the crowd--nothing of the pre-football game fever we are accustomed 
to feeling in large crowds here in Nebraska. Yet the same unity of 
purpose was there. It was the sort of unity that would cause a 
stranger to offer anyone who happened by a look through his tele­
scope as the gaseous oxygen vent hood was being moved out of the 
way or the cockpit door was being secured and sealed. It was the 
sort of crowd that could accept its disappointment without a murmur, 
content that the safety of the astronauts and their mission should 
take precedence over all else. It was the kind of crowd one will 
be forever grateful to have been part of, although it was at least 
a full hour after the scrub before our bus could even begin its 
crawl through traffic back to the Orlando International Airport. 

We were fortunate to have airlift in the Nebraska Air National 
Guard's Convair turboprop C-131, thanks to Brig. Gen. Lloyd Johnson 
and his fine crew. Since the airlift was primarily for teachers who 

- continued 



"Thirty-one Seconds and Holding" - continued 

had attended aero~;pace workshops during the summer and could not 
accommodate, al J who wanted to go, Mike Larson of the Nebraska De­
partm0nt of Aeronautic:s flew a chartered cight-plare Nava o for 
those,' who cou Id afford the fare. 

Even without the actual launch, the Nebraska group agreed that the 
trip was "worth every minute of it." NASA bad arranged for educa­
tors' briefings and a banquet with Dr. Ivan Bekey, Director of 
Advanced Programs, as speaker, and had invited about 125 educators 
throughout the United States, including all the Smithsonian Air and 
Space Museum's Reginal Resource Persons. Since the Nebraska Asso­
ciation of Aerospace Educators wanted to take as many of its mem­
bers as possible, we were not really a part of the NASA group. We 
were the only state with its own delegation. However, NASA gener­
ously shared with us their briefings, their banquet, and their 
fine materials. We rented our own tour bus and hired our own 
official NASA tour guide for the tour of Cape Canaveral and the 
K0nn0dy Space Center. The materials these teachers brought back, 
together with their increased knowledge and enthusiasm, will have 
a wide-reaching impact on their students. 

The Space Shuttle is a most unusual vehicle. It takes off as a 
rocket, operates in orbit as a spacecraft, and lands on Earth as 
an airplane. It is the only aerospace vehicle that has returned 
to Earth and then been launched into space again. It is capable 
of re-launch for at least 100 flights. What a difference this will 
make in space costs. Up to this time, space travel has been com­
parable to flying a commercial airliner from New York to San Fran­
cisco and then throwing the airplane away. 

Nebraskans had to see only on television the perfect launch of 
November 12 and the faultless return to Earth at Rogers Dry Lake, 
CA, November 14, with Shuttle's planned 84-hour mission cut to 
54 hours because of a faulty cell which left only two functioning. 
Even so, nearly al 1 the S'I'S-II objectives were met. The remote 
manipulator system, the arm carried in the cargo bay, which can 
set satellites in orbit or retrieve tht~m for repc:1ir, functioned 
perfectly. With the Shuttle flying upside down and the cargo bay 
doors op0ned toward Earth, such projects as the night/day optical 
survey of lightning and storms on Earth, photographing oceun color 
to find fish by the concentration of food, mapping air pollution, 
locating and identifying geologic formations that might indicate 
earthquake-prone areas or probable sources for oil were carried out. 
Although winds at the landing site were too high for the planned 
crosswind landing, the maneuverability tests during the approach to 
landing confirmed the effectiveness of the aerosurface controls. 

In this age when satellites have become a way of life, the reusable 
Space Shuttle will give us more, better, and cheaper space trans­
portation. The 60 ft. by 15 ft. diameter cargo bay can carry as 
many as four satellites at a time to orbit--satellites for communi­
cation, navigation, meterology, earth surface mapping, crop survey, 

- continued 
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"Thirty--one Seconds and Holding" - continued 

insc)ct popul.:::1tion surveillance. On many missions small self­
contained cxperinIDnts will be flown for fees of $.1,000 to $10,000. 
'rhesc "get-away specials" are already sold out until well into the 
1980 1 s. 

The Shuttle prornotes international cooperation too. The remote 
maneuvering arm, tested for the first time on STS-II, was financed 
and built by Canada. Spacelab, a reusable spaceborne laboratory 
to be carried in Shuttle's cargo bay, is being designed and built 
by ten member nations of the European Space Agency. Spacclab's 
most spectacular piece of equipment, a big electron aeccelerator, 
is being developed by Japan and is expected to hcdp us understand 
how the sun's cycles affect our long-term climat('. Manufacturing 
in weightless space could reduce costs of certain drugs, create new 
alloys, produce drugs and lenses of unusual purity, and enable 
crystals to grow very large and flawlc:;s. All of these wJll be 
proJects on Spacelab. 

Eventually the Space Shuttle is expected to be used for fabricat­
Jn9 very large structures in spa<'e, where weightlessness enables 
bct.1rn:; and girders to i)(' less than a hundredth the W<'iglit of compar­
ab J E' ground cons true ti on. One aC'rospacc~ company l 1as al ready deve 1-
oped an automatic beam builder to fit in the Shuttle' that can c:x­
trudc triangular girders from compact coils of ultra-light metal 
plate. The plate j_f fed through rollers that shape it to the 
desired form similar to the way continous aluminum rain gutters 
are formed in your back yard. Huge solar array panels for ~nergy 
beamed to earth, manufacturi11g plants in space, multipurpose com­
munications platforms--one aerospace fir;ii has identified l:>0 oppor­
tunities for profit-making space industrialization. Move over, 
Age of Aquarius; we're in the Space Shuttle Age now. 

- by Florence Boring 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
THINGS WE CANNOT CONTROL: 

Someone else's faults; 
How long we will live; 
The other person's opportunities. 

WE CAN CON'rROL: 

Our attitude; 
The kind of life we live; 
What we do with our opportunities. 
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SOFT ROCKS? 

Slate_ H_)-J __ Mohs_ 
A dense fine grained metamorphic material of clay, shale and quartz 
c·ompressed into bedding planes. Predominately black, other colors 
are red, green, grey and chocolate colored. 

The black from Pennsylvania is comparatively soft while the mat­
erial from Vermont is harder. It is ideally suited to line draw­
ing or low relief carving. Most slate that is available is in 
relatively thin sheets. If obtainable in thick sections it would 
be usable for carvings ir1 the round, Most marble and building 
supply companies offer slate for sale. 

Alabaster Hof 2 Mohs 
This beautiful material is in ready supply for Michiganders both 
from Alabaster City and the Grand Rapids Area. From time to time 
Colorado and Utah Alabaster is listed by rock dealers. The Colo­
rado material is noted for its fine, dense composition. We have 
a cat carved from the Utah material that was fine and even in 
its working qualities. 

Soa.EE_ tone H __ 1-.u_ Mohs __ 
A material for carving with ease and abandon. Soapstone, Talc 
or Steatite all seem relatively the same to a carver. Mineral­
ogically speaking there may be a difference but this is of little 
consequence to the lapidary. Presently Washington State soapstone 
is available from dealers. 

These three materials plus ivory, coral, amber, jet, shell and 
others can be worked with steel tools. Our supply list of these 
tools ir1cludes a round carbide hacksaw, a coping saw, an assort­
ment of rasps and files, knives of the Exacto variety and wet or 
dry sjlicon carbide cloth or paper for sanding. The polish may 
be worked up in lapidary fashion or hard paste waxes. 

- Hazel & Pete Feilen, The Rockpile 
- via MWF Newsletter, October 1981 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
SHOP HINT 

One of the most aggravating of all lapidary chores is find­
ing a place to store silicon carbide sanding disks. But an old­
timer I talkedwith recently has found the perfect solution. Take 
an old magazine and store the disks between its pages. These 
'sanding books' can then be stacked on the shelf and you'll have 
your sanding disks flat and ready to go when you need them. 

- via The Tully, September 1981 
- via MWF newsletter, October 1981 

* * * * * * * * 
Some people search for diamonds, some people search for gold, 
Some people only pick up rocks, at least that's what were told. 
The diamonds make you famous, the gold you have to spend, 
The rocks just bring you pleasure and a host of happy friends. 

- via GI Nuggett, December 1981 
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WHAT CHRIS'l'MAS IS 

C~RISTMAS is a gift of love wrapped in human flesh and 
tied securely with the strong promises of God. 

CHRISTMAS is angelic music in the form of carol and 
oratorio with a celestial dc:,scant. 

CHRISTMAS is "peace on earth" for those who accept it 
and live in unity with God's will. 

CHRISTMAS is u man on duty tending sheep or m,:tchinc 
who senses the upward call and stops to worstdp. 

ClHUS'rMAS is a ta 11 green tn,c which serves .:1s festive' 
altcJ.r for any household which discover~; the lrtH.' 

lllf'u11ing behind it al.I. 

CfIRIS'l'MAS is u. ringing bell ca11 ing a distraught human­
ity to gladness and hope. 

CHRISTMAS is a glowing hearth gently placed in the win­
ter of man's loneliness. 

CHRISTMAS is an altar to which man can bring his heart­
aclw for comfort, his lostness for guidance, his 
sin for forgiveness. 

CHRISTMAS is the sparkle of anticipation and the steady 
light of faith in the eyes of a little child as he 
hears the Old, Old Story. 

CHRISTMAS is a ~,hining star of liope in the sky of all 
mankind. 

CHRISTMAS is rnor:e than words can tell, for it .is 
b)r for the heart to rC'ceivc, believe, and 

- by Carlton 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

is the Holy Christmas Day 
I went to church to sing and pray 
God heard me sing. 
He heard me pray. 
Then blessed me as I went my way. 
Oh, send Thy blessings every day. 
Let every day be Christmas Day. 

- by Erma F. MacFarlane 



November 30, 1981 

OFFICE OF THE INSPECTOR IN CHARGE 
Seattle, WA 98111 

Our Ref: INC:SEA:FR:513 

Lincoln Gem & Mineral 
Club, Inc. 

P. O. Box 5342 
Lincoln, NE 58605 

Dear Sir: 

This is in response to your complaint regarding the receipt of a chain 
letter. 

Chain letters which request money, bonds, books, or other items of value, 
and promise a substantial return to the remitter which is dependent upon 
the activities of those who follow in the chain, are regarded as 
non-mailable under the Postal Lottery and Fraud Laws, Title 18, U. S. Code, 
Sections 1302 and 1341. 

We have contacted the promoter of this scheme advising the individual of 
the violations involved. Your interest in contacting our Service 
concerning this matter is appreciated. 

ERIC G. LARSON 
Postal Inspector in Charge 
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PRESIDENT'S 

PEN ... 

Now that Christmas is near, thoughts of 
giving and receiving enter our minds. One 
of the greatest gifts is the gift of know­
ledge. The only price we pay is a little 
of our time. In return for this gift, is 
satisfaction. The satisfaction of seeing 
our gift of knowledge being hungrily ab­
sorbed by a young mind. 

I have heard many people connnent, "Who will 
replace us in our work with the Clubs and 
the Midwest Federation?" The only answer 
can be, "Those who follow." 

This year, I would like to set a new goal 
for the Midwest Federation of Mineralog­
ical and Geological Societies. This goal 
is to foster more interest in the Earth 
Sciences, especially among the young people 
within our various clubs. 

If a young person shows interest, take it 
upon yourself to guide and foster that in­
terest. Get that young person involved. 
In this way, we can answer that nagging 
question, "Who will replace us?" 

Remember the watchword "JUNIOR POWER". Jun­
ior Power can then be turned into "PEOPLE 
POWER. II 

LARRY NAWOJSKI, MWF President 

safety 
I have drawn up the following, after hearing 
about a lady in Southfield, a suburb of 
Detroit, who, just a few weeks ago was in­
volved in a useless tragedy. She was get-

next column please--

ting out of her car in a supermarket parking 
lot when a man asked her for the time and then 
stabbed her to death, and fled. He was an 
unknown assailant. To prevent such a thing 
to reoccur, the following has been suggested: 

1. Never leave the key in the car, even if 
you are going to be gone just a few min­
utes. 

2. Never leave the windows open, no matter 
how hot the day. 

3. When returning to the car, if there is 
a car alongside with someone in it, get 
into your car on the opposite side. 

4. Before getting into the car always look 
in the back seat ... and check the floor 
also. 

5. When you get into your car, lock it im­
mediately. 

6. If anyone approaches your car to ask a 
question while you are in it, only lower 
the window a½ inch and be ready to raise 
it instantly. 

7. If you must go out at night.~.be alert .. 
and don 1 t go alone. If you must go out 
alone, phone ahead so that peqple can 
watch for you, 

8. If you have teenagers in the family, 
don't let them visit the malls during 
the winter holidays alone, during the 
day, and never at night, unless accom­
panied by an adult. 

I'm sure these ideas aren't new, but repetition 
pays. 

HELEN R. NEWMANN, Safety & Field Trip Chairman 

GEM AND MINERAL SHOW 
ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA. .; 
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SHOW ATTENDANCE 

In preparation for our 1981 show a concern a­
bout attendance was uppermost in our minds. 
The best dealers, and the best displays and 
demonstrations would be wasted if we could 
not get people interested enough to attend 
our show. 

One approach used by the Tulip City Gem and 
Mineral Club, of Holland, dichigan, produced 
surprising results. 

As part of our publicity campaign several 
thousand tickets were delivered to the neigh­
boring schools. These tickets (see below) ad­
mitted a student free to the show on Friday or 
Saturday when accompanied by an adult. 

Did it work? When the show closed we had over 
500 "free" tickets turned in by school child­
ren. Bringing them to the show were hundreds 
of somewhat reluctant parents. The little gim­
mick worked. Best of all, the parents left our 
show with a good feeling, the kids were happy. 
The parents, most of whom had never seen a rock 
show, were amazed at the quality of the show 
and asked many questions. It is an idea our 
club will use again next year. 

THIS TICKET ADMITS ONE ELEMENTARY STUDENT 

FREE 
TO THE TULIP CITY GEM & MINERAL CLUB'S 

12TH ANNUAL SHOW 
WHEN ACCOMPANIED BY AN ADULT 

IADUL T .l>OMISSION 50cl 

OEMS · MINERALS · JEWEL/IV • ROCKS . FOSSILS 
;QO CASES FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD ON EXHIBIT 

HOLLAND CIVIC CENTER 
FRIDAY, SE"T. 18 - 10:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. 

SATURDAY, SE?T. 19 - 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

CHESTER A. SMITH, President, Tulip City Gem & 
Mineral Club 

J,WF SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION: DIRECTOR REPORTS 

By the time you read this, mucn of my job will 
be completed! The three-member Board of Sel­
ectors, MILES SMITH (chosen by the Nominating 
Committee), JACK DARE (appointed by the Presi­
dent) and myself as Chairman will have present­
ed a list of about three candidates to be con­
sidered for the Honorary Award. The final sel­
ection is made by the Jury of Awards, composed 
of the current President, the Past President, 
an~ the Foundation Director. 

The person who receives the Award has the pri­
next column please----

vilege of selecting the studer.ts who will re­
ceive the scholarship -- the Board and Jury do 
NOT decide who receives the grants. 

Any club or MWF member may place a name in 
nomination for the Honorary Award, and all 
will be kept on file for future consideration. 
Please include detailed information on the 
candidate's qualifications for the Award, and 
send to the MWF Scholarship Foundation Direct­
or. The Director will also pass on to the 
Award Winner names and backgrounds of students 
if you wish to submit them, 

See the pink pages of the M"wF Directory for 
more information on the Scholarship Founda­
tion and previous winners. 

DIANE DARE, Scholarship Foundation Director 

IMPORTANT NOTICE - MEET THE DEADLINE 

In November each club should have re­
ceived forms from the Midwest Federation for 
Directory information, information for Lapi­
dary Journal and information for the treasur­
er for dues. If for some reason you have not 
received this form, call your state director 
immediately. 

If your club's election of officers is in 
January, it is the responsibility of the 1981 
officers to complete these forms. If the of­
ficer who received it is unsure of some of the 
answers, get help from other officers at your 
December board or general meeting or call some­
one for help. Have this form in the mail by 
January 1, 1982 and in the hands of the Fed­
eration no later than January 10, 1982. 

It is important to get your information 
in on time if you want your club to be included 
in the 1982 Directory. Everyone must meet a 
deadline. Your Directory chairman must meet 
a deadline to the printer and the printer too 
is asked to meet a deadline. Don't you be the 
one responsible for leaving your club out of 
the 1982 Directory. Take care of it immedi­
ately. 

BETTY MYERS, MWF Directory Chairman 

HAROLD FLOOD, Indiana Assistant State Direct­
or for the Midwest Federation, and past Pres­
ident of the Three ~ivers Club in Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, died Sunday, October 18, 1981. 

The family has requested that anyone desiring 
may make a memorial contribution to the AFMS 
Scholarship Fund. 

CHARLES J, WALKER, Indiana MWF State Director 



FOR ALL IAPIDARY EQUIPMENT 

"Satisfied Are Our Best Advertisement" 

CKS & MINERALS 
0 Supplies for the novice to the discriminatlng Rock Hound" 

(4-02) 792-2337 
Shop at 330 Locu~t, Hickman, Ne. 

Mail order & Free Catalog, Box 68, Hickman, Ne. 68372 
Jim Marburger John Harrison 
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Read your bulletin to spot new materials or specials of the above advertisers. 

A dvertlsing by a rock-hobby business or interest is permitted with approval of the 
Board, at a rate now set at $10.50 per f uH page insertion, paid in advance. 
l/2 page $5.25, page page $2.75 (min). ads will be placed 
throughout the bulletin as space permits. 
Subscriptions to THE PICK & SHOVEL are $3.00 per year mailed. 

Dues to LINCOLN GEM & MINERAL CLUB are as follows: 
Adult membership fee SS.00 (age 16 and over) 
Junior membership fee $1.00 (age 12-16) 
Family membership fee $11 .00 (husband, wife and all children under 

New membenhip must be approved by 
regular meeting of dub, and 

16 - permanent residents of household) 

Board, after applicant attends at least one (1) 
above dues plus $1.00 registration 



DON'T FORGET. . Our Annual Christmas Party, Saturday, 
December 12, at 6:30 P.M. at NEbraska Center. 

There will be no General Meeting held during the month 

of December. The Christmas Party is held in place of 

the meeting. 

Bring along a friend to share the joys of this 

special season. 

To each of you, All the Special Joys of Christmas, 

and an Exciting and Happy New Year! 

DON'T FORGET - DUES ARE DUE FOR 1982. 

Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club 
Box 5342 
Lincoln, Nebraska 6850S 

Exchange Editor: Vera Lyman 
420 N. 56th St. 
Lincoln, NE 68504 
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