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CALENDAR 

General Meet 

Business: 

Refresr1ments ~ 

Saturday. October 25. 1980, 7:JO P,M. 

Nebraska Center for Cont1nuing Education 

)Jrd and Holdrege. 

Park i. ng s av a i 1 ab 1 e no rt h f b 1 J i l d i ng , 

Nominating Committee's Report 

Nominations may be made from the floor. 

S cimen A tes presented by Ray Lambert and 
Roger Pab1an. 
How to judge. grade and evaluate agate slabs. 

to the AFMS Schoiarship Fund. 
contr but1ons. 

Will be served by the Center 

-Proceeds t go 

Bring your best 

a charge. 

Board of Directors' Meeti Nov. 6. 1980, 7:30 P.M, Home of 

Oct. 18-19 

Roger Pabian, 3 5 D St. 

**************************** 

Grand Island, Ne. G.I.E.S. Club, Show 

**************************** 

Johncy Horizc,n Outdoor Pledge 

As a visitor to the public lands 

I pledge to: 

Keep the land clean and free of litter. 

Respect and treat the land as my own. 

Leave gates and fences as I find them. 

Obey state game and fish l.aws. 

Be careful with fire. 





Volume 21, Issue 2 THE & SHOVEL 

THE PRESIDENTiS MESSAGE 
The month of September was hi li ed 

Kearney, Omaha, Nebraska Ci . the state 
able to visit two of these events: ha 
shows were characterized by exceptionally 
strat1ons. The annual NAOESCI meeti t 
on S September 26th, and was 
I as clu d egates. 

Oct er 9 3 

several fine shows at 
shew at Ogallala. I was 

llala. B th 0f these 
spays a demon­

place at the latter show 
resent V8rn Jakub 

Several i rtant res lutions wen:; t tr:e m8 ting, 1 1) 
State R ck Swap will be restrict to rock r ck relat items en y; 
(2)Show dates should be in to the v:ce sident by De er 15th to b 
included in the Nebraska events cal ar. CI f, ers fGr 1981 are 
President, Ruby Price, North Platte; Vice President. Jim rrison, 
Secretary-Treasurer, Betty Mae Friskopp, Kea : Nomina1:,i Comm rtee, 
Wayne Bucho .. Kearney; Char'les Haase, i-\1nswurth ( 3 ye8r 1 : f 
Direct rs Connie McCart , Gr8 Jsla , a GeraJd y . M1dst8t8 
(2 year)i and Ralph Daigger, Ogallala il 

Pe s the most important res u ion was tha 8ffecting e way 
the s ate swap must be c:::mduc t T the j n ruckrwunds 
many swaps have degenerated to flea markets wrich are attend many 
prof ssional dealers in non-rock items. is is as~ in ~her ght 
direction and will improve the image of the 

Our first field trip fr the year t ak place on tober 5th, and 
a number interesting things were fo of the la k rain 
this past summer. collecting was somewhat sJow c 
years. but everybody turned up somethl of interes 
trip appears sewhere in the bullet 

(; p r8V 

A r ort 
ous 

e Grand Island club will be husting its annual field rip into 
the Crawford area from t ber 2J to 26th. ~nvitat1on was ext 
to j_ntere ed parties to J 1n this tr p. Th w.t l seek Fairourn 
agates, blue agate, prairie te, f ssils r ip. 

An ortunate rum r ci at the S temb r meeti that 
there was a cent a cup cha co e. e don v to 0 
a gallon for c ee and a k1~ be set up t n defray th c0st 
of the c but there is no 50 cent a c cha 

I have long been scinat the all tr skin fi sh that Jim 
Sanchez San Juan Gems is able to prcduce ,in dinosaur bone. The bone 
is h led much like agate, sand tu 600 gr1~ on s licon carb de 
polished on hard lt with tin oxide. The stone is then f1 s with 
black rouge on a muslin b f. The muslin buff can clean ut the t1n 
oxide hat remains between the bone cells and e bl~ck rouge apples 
a stain to the tin oxide that rema ind. Tne implication is that 
stones that have a great t can be finish t be 
very attractive even though the p would be less than desirable 
in the eyes of a judge. Als , some stones can polish very highly 
but will not take deep finishes. P rnaps Judges in the ture should 
become more open-minded inc ring ish versus fi sh. 

We have several important items of business to transact at the 
next meeting. Nominations for ffices will ace ed om the fl or 
and the members will nave a chance t s ect their own nominees. 

Ray Lambert and I will c ile the p m and wi l rodu e the 
members guests to judging vsluat1ng te spt:cimens s·_;ch as 
slabs and nodules. 

Will see you all on the 25th f tober. 

R r K. Fabian 
P s .. dent~ 
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From the editorgs desk .. After an unusually hot and humid summer, 
the c 1, dry ezes from the north ar very welcome. October 

s usually mild and pleasant so is a good time to get out and hunt 
ro ks. It is hoped that scmeone who went on the recent field trip 
to Humboldt wi write an article r the N vember Pick & Shovel. 
P wh can@ t go on S'JCh trips enjoy reading about the~ Please 
send 1n news items to Helena. 

A haze on the horizon 
The infinite tender sky. 

The ripe, rich tints f the c ields, 
And thew ld geese sailing high, 

And all over the upland and lowland 
The charm of the gc1denrud 

Some f us call 1t autumn, 
And ethers ca it God, 

Herbert rcu tr, 

******************************* 

NEBRASKA MATERIALS WANTED - agates, ssils, crystals, petrified wood, 
gold or ther earth 1 s treasures. 

YES! The Nebraska Case will be aliv8 and kicking in spite of several 
del s, Let's each member f LGMC put our m§._£JI on the State of Nebraska 
by p 1ng one of your favorite types f ma er1al C·D l_ocation to show 
other rockh unds what our state can provide in the way of field trips. 

Jim Parks has volunteered 
t our 'Gems on Location' 

un 1t, 

to take the Nebraska Case (companion case 
he United States) and complete the 

Please bring materials t club meetings or to 7331 Thayer Street, 
Lincoln, 

******************************* 
Some Important October Dates: 

Oct ij 1 
Oct. 4 

OcL 13 
Oct, 19 

t, 21 
Oct. 26 
Oct, 

Oct, 31 

The first postcard was issued in Austria in 1869. 
The Russians launched the worldffs first satellite, Sputnik I, 
into orbit around the world 1n 57, 
Disc verersff Day. Move over C lumbus! 
National Cleaner Air Week. 
Thomas Ed1.son invented the electric light, 1879. 
Turn your clock back one hour Standard Time starts at 2 A.M. 
The most famous mine in the west, the Santa Rita silver and 
copper mine in New i.cc, was discovered by Col. Jose 
Carrasco in 1800. 
Witches, gh sts, and goblins unite and have a happy Halloween 
Ni.ght, 

v i a O c t c1 be r 
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th R11 

h.ome 

A mun LG&M cl LlO 

took cases, and 
was won Mrs. Ma::>:ie 
and I had a can Lro,n a 
on, but had some commit 
usual has stow, 
I saw t.he 

and ver eces,. 

The P1 

cli:3C.c)\'a~·t:d 1-r'1:1t she is an ••an-tiquGi .. h everl 
a-c ne :!:a:'.xgrounds September 

O!f,aha on Sa 1 che 4th, All 
petunias outside her 

.t'uJ.. " R~x-tt/, 

t.he Ne bt"aska C2. snow, Several 
f.):::· F,e L1est in show, which 

was i'ohe same week-end~ 
t.h2:::'8 wnile that show was 

had co fo:i: egc, th::c L ·trip, Ogallala 
tPnded one seve cal ::<3a:;:.·s ago 5 a-t which time 

w had :iui li: for tht;J:c mother, and ·t.he 
fr,eir own imaginative 

lr-Iaw Sam Robl~is, a.re parents of' 
a new son 
l v ng 

July 2nd, Sam ls y 

w·aco T'0xa,f3, wbe-~ .. e ~1e is 
i:hs; Ai:<: Fo:c,:;e Etnd a:t'e now 

l p;~eparing for a new vocati.on. 

Marj Heedick is 3.r her di room with the help of 
a fr lend, M8-r j has a i 11 was married last August 8. 
Marj a.r1d, a friend. a,re takl ·:1g a JJ2i~-; 1,t:·.·,::: 

visit old haun~s, she says. Weath~r st 
Oki.0,homa and Arkansas to 

t!1ere now, Happy 
for you::· report on bumm 1 ng ar o J:,d • Ma,::: ~ , 

A us";rali - -when? 

Julius and 
Ne brc:tska :,,::1t(:; }{ t ::3··+:,0-:.c i ca 1 

ngy 
and crar ts" From 
of Ne bni.skb, blue, 

Dave G,·3en won thee h.\ 
tol Cl swlmming and div 
Knolls Co 1J.nL:::-y Chi.b 

exhlti"'t,lon fo:r the Girls St-uHmer 

The youngs received from 1 

r.er this s Jmmer by the 
FoJkU Suxvey 1 to identify, 

ti(Jfktl <.1rc, She spen,:; several weeks 
and F , Ro Linson, t:rterviewing, 

L'tc·d l va~ci,)US handed-down arts 
pat'en-.,s a beautiful specimen 

uc T t>1~ -·:r:" ® boys di v·ing in the 
He al,,o won high point trophy f'o::::-

t Lake, Texas, he performed an 
Recre::,,,.io:; program, He also attended a. 
State Uni , , at Canyon, Tex. A busy boy! 

frle1;ds, the Daniel R:ileys 1 o:f 
a t\"t of· St c' 1eno vo lcantc a .. sh wntcl1 the Ri 1.eys swept. off, their 

house roof. The ash was i:h:_ck ov0r e saido The Rileys 
were at LG&M Club 

V'.i.si Ung "the 
Hilda Zech, from 

not 

A ho use d1 ,11deci 

t, 

l 

.ti 

ti1,:1.i ted grandmothfJr, M:c,,. 
mo some years ago c~ a field trip. 

I need 

J, 
/ f/ 

I I 
! I 
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OBSIDIAN continu 

Oct r 1980 Page 9 

ROCK OF THE MONTH· 

remarkable carvings, ce al blades, and even mirrors. In the 
A can Museum of Nat ur·a · Hi st ry are three f 1ne obsidian mirrors, 
one is blong and measures 17¼ 12 .i:n(:t1es .. another is 12 by 9½ 
i es, and the third, a r m rr r·, s 10½ es 1n diameter. 
Th Aztecs called obsjdian 1 1tz11 1

1 surnamed 1 teotetl 1 or 'divine 
s cne' because its great us lness. thei gods was 

oppalotl, meaning• bs an butter '. This aboriginal 
obsidian was evidenced wherever this rock occurred in 

rica, and, as shown by its wide modern employment in the 
arts. i.t s a st as mu h regard tcday." (Sinkankas, 

, pp,505-506). 

f 
ancient Mexicans fashioned knives and other t ls as well out 

idian by learning how t strJ.ke off long, th n pieces of the 
with a sharp edge that could even be used as a razor. mat ri 

Masks other personal ornaments have been fo in the b~ria1 
The anc'ent m sin the Mexi.can state H.'.da1go, neac 

cwn of Atotonilco we e wock be re the conquest 
the Spaniards can be seen today. 

d an is made into a t varie jewe although Bauer 
) notes that less commonly as stones for r ngs. The material 

polish which ontrlbut s to its attractiveness. Fae­
the form of rosett s are frequen~. Beads that are 
eted are made. Sheen obsid is di.splayed to best 

a van by being ut in~ cab chons. Apache tears that are clear 
not too dark are ten made int gemstones. Snowflake bsidian 

is very common as tumbled stones. 11 attractive C8rvings are 
fashioned in Mexico ands t J.n bracelets, rings, ther forms 
s ver Jewel ; the pure black sua l ly us to set o tr1e 
brj t p ished s lver. 11 statues the en obs~dian 
make d sirable interesting t kj ts. 

idar details are descr b Sinkankas (1962): obsidian is heat 
sensitiv Thin slabs can be cut using an ordinary glass cutter, 
Cons erable care is required in fine sanding to get a high polish 
later. Wet sanding is indicated because the ease with which 

an is cracked by heat. Polish on felt with cerium oxide. 
stones are polish on Lucite with the same powder 1 but 

t must not be a owed to run dry. R blocks containing 
inclus ans must be oriented properly to sh0w iridescence or sheen. 
Inclusions often in perfectly flat bands, slight dev tion from 

rrect directjon results in sheen appearing on sides of stones 
nst of the tops. Crown angles for facet stones are 40 degrees 

s, pavilion angles 4 d es ... ,Striped translucent 
rom Montgomery Pass in al fornia has been used to make 

beau iful doublets and triplets. Slabs are cut very thin and then 
p to show alternating stri s of clear and dark material. 
W sections are crossed at 90 ees or three sections at 60 
d s apart, very interesting ef cts are obtained. This material 

a so been used to make translu ent lamp shade panels. (p. 270). 
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ROCK OF THE MONTH: OBSIDIAN continued 

Bauer, M, Stones. Rutland, Vt.: Tut e, 1969 

Fenton, C.L., & Fenton, M.A. :rbe_B_Qc£_Boo~. New York: Doubleday, 1940 

S ankas, J. Gem CuttinK, A Laui~'s ManuaL New rk, 

Van Nostrand, 1962 

Sinkankas, J. Gemstones of North America. Vol. 1. New York: 

HUMBOLD'I' FIELD TRIP 

Van Nostrand 1959 

Marilyn R, Smj,ts, Ph. D, 
Education C irperson 

************************* 

Oc to r 5, 1980 -" A beautifu 1 Nebraska day for a Field Trip. ( Except 
for a few Nebraska winds.) Four cars carrying Roger Fabian, Edward 
Ridge, Marilyn Smits, Walt and Al McC . Nancy Neihart, Nelda Oliver, 
Virginia Green, Phyllis Parks (and grandchildren Pete and Anne Craw­
ford) Lynn and Marie Wells with little "Pebble Pu12." Goldie headed 
out Highway 2 - destination Humboldt. First hunting st,)p was just 
east of Table Rock, a road cut, where 'Pop Rocks' covered with Mar-
cascite and many small ss1~s were f . Fossils were crinoid stem 
parts.B ozoa parts and brachiopod, er eating sack lunches at 
Humboldt Park we made our way to the Nemaha River bottom searching 
for agate, petrified wood, fossils. Several of the members were 
rewarded with nice Lake Superior type agates. Last stop another 
road cut several miles away to collect 'Sponge' and small geodes 
containing Calcite, Qur ~~ to Field Trip Chairman Walt McCoy 
and Roger for a pleasant outing. 

10-11-80 - In talking with Roger about our eld trip he expressed 
the hope t those who had lucky finds might bring them to our 
October meeting to share - so come on all you field trippers -,bring. 

ere also is talk of another field trip before the weather turns 
too cold - so be ready. 

********************* 

31TS OF WISDOM - from GRIT 
old is no more than a bad habit which a busy man has no 

om GEMS 
A successful man is 

and 

time to form. 

one who can delegate responsibility, shift blame 
opriate t credit. 
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1.G.M.C. •s Aviatrix. Writer, ucator 
J. D, ung 

T 
but 
gue,ss 
ton 

of this article sh 
f rbids. Very few 
heroine~s name 
s FLORENCE M. B 

e several more cat 
ub's members mignt 

sentation. For their orma-
ent her rst year 

f early retirement ler Junior High School. 

e has been no rdina --but far from 
s ereo le ommcn erests 

s ienc nc,t assi e same ld1ng. We 
have both en act 1 Cr First Aid programs. 

fe, tle, and I th F orence 
th late Maurice Tracy in Lapida 

rk re reation area. We three have trave 

the expert tuteledge 
held in the d Antelope 
ed and vaca oned togeth­
rcckn or1 Pick several mi st states. usually 

ers may have read some uf 
nave h .::,ver dee a s we st. 
all ner ace ishments. 

fe 
ut those trips. 

unable to 

W s such a fine teacher ret r1 re -r,he usual 
rsuits, some 

The 
answe to devote more t met her 
ed n t abcve tit 

ing suggest-

y associat 
.John G, i 

, Literature. 
eih8rdt 

ne Street, 
bi on .Janua 

us because we ~ave been so 
years in our mutual in~erest, 

t works, the fields 
lture. I were hosts 

1973 ur nc hume, then 
J, 973 JUSt few weeks sn,irt c,f his 

Fl rence, in spite of sc ther activities, 
manuscript typ fur his Vol. I "ALL BUT A 

"., Harcourt Brace, .Jovan vicr1. 19 fo his 1 shed 
L 2, PP, and IDENCES" ssouri Press, 1978, 

ter, Hilda Petri. which was concluded with an ilogue 
Some his memoirs were never writt 

ur oet"s rence ac him to Kansas City 
to St. is t research 

By mail she examined copies 
fil s f his early newspaper essays. 
les from Minnea lis and from New 

Y for s writings. 

Noiv 
t 

tical essays numb 
of N ska Linc l.n"s Bennett 

services of 
tin 

c ilmed copi s 
evenings 
made selections 

were rec v Fl rence 
ng them at the Bennett 
for ture publication. 

ous task begun over is now bei 

Dr z Ne i ha r~ct t 
ility 

by 
th the plan in publ the c mo 

nish 
the ma 

is involves further nati research, a while this 
for ''baked 

s she Jumped 
ittle early. 

being written s is in Boston--­
is leaves no time for 

j ined 

ner ear retirement is pl i 
t this c b p eas2nt 

a 

I shall. mention a few 
LG.MC. m er, For 
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L,G.M.C, 1 s Avia~ilier, Educator continued 

this Myrtle and I did some research and here are some of our find­
ingsi She has been a member of the Lancaster County Civil Defense 
staff since 1956 and is now a Radiological Defense Officer; she 
helped organize the Nebraska Association for Aerospace Education, 
now Treasurer: she is a life time member of International Antique 
Airplane Association, Airport and Museum at Blakesburg, Iowa; she was 
one cf twenty top Nebraska women honored in a 1976 event, proclaimed 
by the United Nations, selected fromthe 99vs the elite National 
organization of airplane pilots, and president of Nebraska chapter. 

I shall not attempt to include all the items relating to Florence 
as a private and commercial pi.lot, but here is a sampling: she was 
granted a year's leave-of-absence from Lincoln Public Schools to 
teach in Okinawa. After taking the FAA private pilot written exam 
in Tokyo she passed her flight exam in Oklnawa. Since that time she 
has passed subsequent fljght tests. 

She has flown in search missions for lost planes in Nebraska. Once 
while returning from Missouri with Dr, Neihardt she was forced down 
by a storm and landed safely, Another of her unique pilot experiences 
was to fly the "Powder Puff Derby" transcontinental women's air race 
from Bakersfield, California to Atlantic City, New Jersey. She says, 
''I didn't win, but I had a good time," She has helped with other 
such flights since then. 

When anything relating to aviation occurs in America Florence usually 
has a part in the affair, She has attended so many meetings and 
conventions of this nature, I shall not attempt to relate them. She 
helped in the local observance of the 50th anniversary of Charles 
Li ndburgh' s solo Atlantic Oceon flight, The '''Lone Eagle" received 
his early flight training in Lincoln, as the reader may know. 

In her Neihardt researches Florence has done much work in California, 
the Huntington Library and others. She located the grave marker 
of the poet's father in the Sawtelle Military Cemetary. Through the 
late Major General Lyle Welch she was able to procure a copy of his 
military record including service with the 22nd Infantry Regulars in 
the Philippines. The Army keeps an unbeJievable amount of records 
of individuals! 

Florence has received a Meritorious Service Award for her contributions 
to Aerospace Education. For this and many other honors and achieve­
ments L.G.M,C. members feel justly proud of her. Those who know 
her realize that retirement will not mean inactivity for F.M.B. 

********************************* 
New Scientist magazine reports astronomers have located a quasar 
(a starlike celestial body that emits powerful radio waves) that 
may be the largest object in the universe. Its diameter is esti­
mated at 468 trillion miles. The earth 1 s diameter. by comparison, 
is only about 8000 miles. 

-~k Ne':!Y_e__:!orld via B.§.§:.£.er's Digest 
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re are some ideas frcm the Octcber issue of 

you might like to try, 

Stunes, shells and water-smootheg__gl§..§£2.: 

Paperweights 1 sculptures, jewelry. mosaics, 
gazing jars a ernate layers 0f colored 
glass and pebbles in a jar filled with water.) 

Pressed flowers~and grass, 

Placemats (sandwich flowers between pieces 
f self-stick plastic), window transparencies (iron leaves 

Page 1J 

tween two pieces of waxed paper or between sheets of glass 
secur with a border of cc,1ored tape). 

Parts of Jewelry pieces, accents in macrame or 
embedments in ceramtc sculptures, parts holiday 

V Diane Crane 0 s Cache·22 

****************************** 

On a school bulletin board: 
you, but you stay after sch 

"Laugh and the class laughs with 
ol alone!'' 

On the bumper of a farmer's tru k· ''Get high on milk - my cow 0 s 
on grass." 

******************************* 

Beware! 

T meet a man with flat feet on Monday morning is bad luck. You 
must return home eat and drink something and start the day again. 

It is unlucky to see the new moon for the first time through a 
closed window, 

To see the new moon through the branches of a tree will cause bad 
luck r the entire month. 

It is bad luck to sleep in a room w1th a pumpkin in 1t. 

Yu will have good luck if you step on your own shadow, but it is 
bad 1 uck if someone else steps c,n it, 
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POTPOURRI 
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If soft material sticks to the buff when polishing, try vinegar 
nstead of water, 

via 

D onds May Be Dangerous To Your Heal th: Dr. land W, Marple, 
reporting in the Permian Faceter, warns users f Diamond Spray 
C fr faceting that t use f 100, mesh diam~nd in 
aeros l f rm may constitute an incredible health hazard. Says 
Dr. Marple, "Small particles, under one micrr.::in, may be inhaled 

pass immediately into the bl stream and ultimately lodge 
the body tissue.'' He ends his warning with, "Get e dictrnond 

on the lap not in your body.'' The cautious faceter lamen-t:,s that 
after reading much literature on gem polishing and on safety, he 
has never t seen the hazards f dia menti 

V 8 

: Don't wear gold rings when working with chl rine bleach. 
ers have di.scovered that ri usen ld bleach is the cause of 

broken prongs and hairline cracks 1n geld jewelry. Even daily 
ms in a pool will wea gold rings or chains. The c~lor 

a t ks the alloys in the gold. 

s 
rub t 
a sh i 

In some displays y u want to 
looks before ter 

sy, some waxes turn white u 
with liquid det a wi 

wi11 show the pa 

vi.a 

via 

use a slab of rock 
won't st8y wet, 
er heat, but if you 

ii: f, there is 

is hoping to regain its l 
Gold hope to extract 180, 

Jarrit Canyon 50 miles north 
that the mine will put them ahead 
Homestake neat Lead. 

in d rrnn1ng. Freeport 
to 200,000 ounces yearly 

of Elko. S te ficials believe 
f South Dakota with its famous 

Information fr0m 

Among the most important large inhabitants of the Cretaceous seas 
were the chambered cephalopods, mollusks that dwell in the outer-
most c rtment of a sh l th divid int compartments by se-
creting a sequence of septa or walls, inside it. What gave them their 
dominance was their development f the abil1 to achieve neutral 
bu an overall density, or weight per unit of v ume, virtually 

ua l to that of the sea water around them, In par ti cu la r the 
chambe cephalopods evo.l ved an organ caDable of r·em'.)ving water 
from the inner compartments oft ir shell. With e advent of tnis 

(and also the tion f a directional water jet) the 
ephalop from th e ines nf ir bottom-

ancestors became the flrst the rge free-swimming 
r·es of the sea. 

e Bu ncy of the C b r ter Ward, Lewis 
ve E. Greenwald. S - --·------··-,-·- via A ~Q.igesi 
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THE MIDWEST NEWSLETTER ••• A FEW fl!ORDS ABOUT THE FAST ••• A FFW ABUCT THE FUTURE 

YOUR NEWSLETTER HAS A NEW EDITOR 
By Haydon Peterson 

20 years ago the late Gus Brown of Des Moines, sensing the need for communicat­
ion between the Midwest clubs, inaugurated the "Letter-A-Month" which was mailed to 
all clubs in the Midwest. It was usually confined to a single subject. Being an acq­
uaintance of Gus, both in local rock clubs and my ownership of a printing business, 
I got the job of printing the monthly "Letter". 

Upon Gus' untimely passing, the late Floyd Mortenson, then President of the 
¥..idwest, asked me at a Midwest annual show if I would assume the job of getting the 
"Letter" out each month to "help out". I replied that I would "help out". 

That was 207 issues ago ... 20 years ..• ! During that 20 years we changed the 
"Letter", in September 1965, Issue No. 57, to the Midwest Federation Newsletter and 
made various additions to its content. Always striving to make the "Newsletter" bet­
ter and of greater service to the member clubs. 

I have been your Editor for all these years and have enjoyed working with all 
the fine officers and members of the clubs. It has always been my goal to continue 
to make the Newsletters better. Thank you all for your help and confidence. 

Now I have decided it is time to pass the Editorship on to someone else and de­
clined to accept reappointment for a 21st year. So, beginning with the November 
issue you will have a new Editor. ~xs. Chester (Bette) Smith, Zeeland, Michigan has 
accepted the appointment as the new Editor. Bette is well qualified to contine pro­
duction of the Newsletter. She is a member of the Tulip City Gem and Mineral Club 
and a past Editor of their monthly bulletin "Tulip City Conglomerate". She is a 
Title Examiner for a Zeeland, Michigan abstract company. 

Thus, beginning immediately please note the address changes ......• 

SEND ALL NEWS AND ARTICLES FOR PUBLICATION TO THE NEW EDITOR,,,. 

MRS. BETTE SMITH, 10607 MARY ANN STREET, ZEELAND, MICHIGAN 494F4 

SEND ALL ORDERS FOR NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE 
ABOUT THEM DIRECTLY TO,. I I 

PARROT PRINTING SERVICE, 2125 FOREST AVE., DES MOINES, IA 50311 



A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT 
Now that the fall season is under way, 

and well before the holiday rush, I want to 
urge each of you to find a copy of the 1980 
MWF Directory (two free copies were sent to 
each club), and really look it over. 

I'm referring particularly to the "white 
pages 11 and especially the brief resume of our 
Federation. This covers the purpose of the 
MWF, membership requirements, how the Feder­
ation works, finances (and to answer a quest­
ion some of you have asked, no officer or 
member of the Executive Committee receives 
any kind of salary. They are provided with 
stationery and are allowed postage and tele­
phone expense. They pay their o~--n expenses 
to and at meetings and donate hundreds of 
hours of their time and skill to the Feder­
ation ..• *) 

The white pages will also help you to 
understand the State Director system, the 
numerous committees which are at your service, 
the process for selecting Scholarship rec­
ipients ... plus much more. 

Why use valuable Newsletter space to re­
peat what is in the directory? Sad to say, 
in some cases club mail is not brought to the 
attention of the members, or may be briefly 
passed over as being of interest only to the 
"Board". Since new people will be assuming 
offices and committee chaimanships, it seems 
appropriate. 

As you know, our theme this year has 
been Understanding ... to promote understand­
ing between the clus and the Federation. 
When all members understand what the MWF 
really is •.• and organization to coordinate 
the work and efforts of the clubs •.. onlv 
then will clubs get full advantage from their 
membership! 

CURRENTLY IN PREPAR!.TION is a program 
to assist State Directors in talking about 
the MWF. 

UNDER CONSIDERATION is some type of 
MWF service for club librarians. 

AL.MOST READY, a new show manual. 

We've noticed increased interest in 
swaps, more emphasis on education at club 
meetings and elsewhere, bigger and better 
seminars, more clubs working with museums 

OMITTED LAST MONTH 
In the list of clubs participating in 

the Scholarship Auction during the show 
and convention in Lincoln, Neb. last June, 
published in our September issue, Wiscon­
sin was omitted. 

The Wisconsin clubs were: Wisconsin 
Geological Society, $79.30; Coulee Rock 
Club, $82.25; Driftless Area Gem and Min­
eral, $9.75; Kettle Moraine Geology Soc­
iety, $5.50; Neville Public Museum Geology 
Club, $79,35; Oshkosh Earth Science Club, 
$7.25; Valley Rocks and Mineral Club, 
n9.95. 

2nd in community service. 

We are all very ir.uch concerned with 
the availability of collecting areas, the 
means to attract younger members, anc1 the 
effect of growing inflation on rockbound 
activj_ties. 

Your officers and Executive Committee 
realize the years ahead hold many challen­
ges, and we are preparing to face those un­
certain situations with confidence. 

Enthusiastically ... Bernice Mccloskey 

NEW EDITOR FOR AFMS NEWSLETTER 

Haydon Peterson, editor of the 
American Federation Newsletter since 
1974, did not accept reappointment 
for 1980-81: Dan Caudle, Presider.t­
elect of the AFHS has appointed Mrs. 
Dalton "Consie" Prince, 5021 Augusta, 
Houston, TX 77007 to succeed Peter­
son beginning with the November iss­
us. All items for publication in 
the AFHS Newsletter should be sent to 
"Consie" at this ac.c1ress. 

1981.,. JUNE 4-7 
AFMS SHOW AND CONVENTION 

SALT LAKE CITY; UTAH 



PATRONIZE YOUR ADVERTISING DEAIERS 

MEXICAN MINERALS - S1A1£ - TUMBIED STONES 

Eve ft L11pid11ry $1,op 1 

THE CAPITOL CITY'S l1RST ROCIC SHOP 

2941 North 65th PHONE 466-6204 

BANKAMERICARD 

AUTHORIZED DEAIER FOR Alli IAPIDARY EQUIPMENT 

"Satisfied Customers Are Our Best Advertisement" • 

JJ&L 
ROCKS & MINERALS 

"Supplies for the novice to the discriminating Rock Hound" 

(402) 792-2337 
Shop at 330 Locu~t, Hickman, Ne. 

Mail order & Free Catalog, Box 68, Hickman, Ne. 68372 

Jim Marburger John Harrison 

Read your bulletin to spot new materials or specials of the above advertisers. 

Advertising by a rock-hobby business or interest is permitted with approval of the 
Board, at a rate now set at $10.50 per full page per insertion, paid in advance. 
1/2 page $5.25, 1/3 page $3.50, 1/4 page $2.75 (min). These ads will be placed 
throughout the bulletin as space permits. 
Subscriptions to THE PICK & SHOVEL are $3.00 per year mailed. 

Dues to LINCOLN GEM & MINERAL CLUB are as follows: 
Adult membership fee $5.00 (age 16 and over) 
Junior membership fee $1.00 (age 12-16) 
Family membership fee $11 .. OO (husband, wife and all children under 

16 - permanent residents of household) 

New membership must be approved by the Board, after applicant attends at least one (1) 
regular meeting of the club, and pay the above dues plus $1.00 registration fee. 



DON'T FORGET 

The October Meeting will be at the Nebraska Center for 

Continuing Education, 33rd and Holdrege Street, on the east Campus. 

DON'T FORGET 

The October Meeting will be at the Nebraska Center for 

Continuing, 33rd and Holdrege Street, on the east Campus. 

DON'T FORGET 

The meeting will be October 25, 1980, at 7:30 P. M. 

DON'T FORGET 

To bring along your favorite rocks, minerals, fossils, or 

other items of interest. 

Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club 
Box 5342 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68505 

Exchange Editor: Evelyn Ulrich 
3521 So. 48th St. 
Lincoln, NE 68506 

Obsidian is the featured rock this month, 

Historian's File 
2941 North 65th Street 
Lincoln, • 68507 
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