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7:30 P.M. 
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Contributions from memrers are welcom~ and neea.ed, Deadline for 
material is the 1st of the month to be. printed. Please send copy 
to the Edi tor. 

Subscriptions to the Pick & Shovel are $3,00 per year - mailed. 

Advertising by a rock-hobby business or interest is permitted with approval of 
the Board, at a rate presently set at $10,50 per full page per insertion, with 
approximately 10 inches x 7 inches of copy. 1/2 pace is 5,25, 1/3 page 3,50 and 
tho minimum size ad is 1/4 pace at $2.75 per insertion. 

Articles published in THE PICK & SHDVEL may be reprinted if credit is given the 
author and the bulletin, and a copy of the publication is sent to the Editor. 
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'~·\· Calendar !, · ·. · ' 

11 L, \' 
·Regular Meeting,., Saturday, April 24, 1976, 7:30 P,l't, ~\--

IOOF Hall, 1101 No, 56th St. 1 ~ ~? i 1 
*Program,,,., •• , •• Educational, Selenite Crystals, 1 {ft"«-i;) ii \ ti 

Joella Olson - 7:00 P,M. ~ ~~Etr , 
irrineral collecting and Geology in the ~ J \ 
Ontario Reg¾on, by David J. Doherty, ~--.·. i: 

Geology, U.N.L. . 
• (1 - l O'L,\ ·i~ I 
~';,,.·/1 I. l. 1./1(: \, I 

Refreshments ..•... Will be served by the Refreshment Committee. 

LmW Board P!eeting,Thursday, May 6, 1976 - 7:30 P.M. Home of 
Nelda Oliver - 5700 Otoe St. 

Welcome New r-,1embers: 
Ed Woten, 3215 Curtis Dr, Reinstatement 
Leonard & Sharon Soltzberg, Dan & Beverly 

3408 Starr St. 
Robert & Leona Daul, 4224 E. St, 
Dick & Shirley Roberts, 4635 Greenwood 
Russell & Mary Jackson, 3108 Touzalin Ave. 
Kay Graber, 1945 A St, 
Barbara Stock 1947 A St. 

Change in Telephone Number: John Harrison - '7-92-2337 for your '76 NhosHho 

April 16-18 

April 23-25 

May 15-16 

June 12-13 
June 19-20 
July 3-5 
July 22-25 

July 31-Aug. 
Sept. 4-5 

SEpt. 17-19 
Oct. 16-17 

\\7. 

2 

1976 Dates.to Remernher 

Hastings, Ne. 

Wichita, Ks. 

Hot Springs, 

Hebron, Ne. 
Beatrice, Ne, 
Lincoln, Ne. 

Central Nebr. Min. Soc, Show, 
Hastings City Auditorium 
Wichita Gem & Min. Soc. Show, 
Cessna Activity Center, 271·.4 
George Washington Blvd. 

S ,D. Picture City Gem & f"in. Show, 
City Auditorium 
Fort Butler Gem & rJiin. Swap 
Homesteaa Gem & ~in, Swap 

St. Louis Cd,i Vo. 
Lincoln Gem & Vin. Club Swap 
WWF Convention and Show, Show 
Center 9785 St. Charles Rock Rd. 

Norfolk, Ne. 
Omaha, Ne. 

Kimball, Ne, 
Grand Island, 

NAOESCI State Swap 
1976 NAOESCI State Show, hosted 
by Nebr, T-"in. & Gem Club, Holida, 
Inn, 72nd & Grover, 1 block north 
of I-80 at 72nd Exit. 
Plains Rock & ~in. Club Show 

Ne .Grand Island. Earth Science Soc .Show 

National "Gem Capers" of '76, June 17, 18, 19, & 20, 1976, Austin/·x .. 
For general information rerarding the Show, v,rri te Na.tional "Gem Capers" 
of '76, P.O. Box L~327, Austin, Tx. 78765. For an advance registration 
packet, ""rite Roberta Goldenberg, Route No. 3, Bo:x 196G, Georgetown, 
Texas 78626. 

*The Educational program will begin at 7: 00 P ,f!'. one half hour befor s 
the rerular meeting. 
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Last Pfonth, . . No general meeting of the LGr(C was held in March due to 
unforseen circumstances, However one of the best annual gem and min­
eral shows that we have ever put on took place at the time we would have 
ordinarily held the meeting, The weather was fine, a little wj,ndy, but 
that is characteristic of r.rarch, The attendance was very good, exhibits 
were of excellent quality, and many fine dealers were present to take 
care of the lapidary needs of the rockhounds attending the show, There 
was plenty of room, and there was a good supply of benches and chairs 
where visitors to the show could rest, share rockhounding experiences, 
and perhaps show a choice specimen that had been collected. The wish­
ing well, with its goldfish, :made a novel receptacle for the coins 
contributed to the Scholarship Fund. Children and aclt,1J ts found the 
rockpile the source of some very fine collecting material, The Special 
Features and Demonstrations were unus~ally interesting, The intarsia 
mado in Italy in 1700 was a masterpiece. It had all t.he characteristics 
of an old master's painting. One could hardly beliE,ve that it was made 
of rocks, The lake Superior Agate display by William Boltz of Topeka, 
Ka.nsas was a joy to behold. He had been collecting for a number of 
years so had some agates of exceptional beauty in his collection, Of 
great interest ~Nas the Scrimshaw exhibit and demonstration of carvin2 
by Jerry Moffit of Columbia, D~o. A Historic Ride to the Bicentennial 
by Allen Maybee, Student Counsellor at Waverly Highschool was very 
much enjoyed by all present. He was a rreat story teller and his slides 
of the horseback trip to Oregon following the Oregon Trail made,us 
more aviare of the hardships the early pioneers endured a:s they overcame 
the wilderness and made our present way of life possible. Down the 
Canyon Wall by Lars and Andrew Olson was very well presented, Quite 
an achievement for boys of their age, Roger Pabian's Slide;Field trip 
to Minnesota was without question one of the hichlit1.hts of the Shov· as 
was William Boltz.' sslide program of Lake Superior Agates lef:t. by 
glacial drift in Kansas anc'l P."issouri. It was a great show. The 
management and all who helped can feel that their work v.ras well c~onc, 

VAYA CON DIOS - P17ay God be with you 

Cards were sent this month tos 
Tom Simmons,,, .. Sympathy 
D,~ar jorie Heedick .Sympathy 
Roger Simmons,,, Sympathy 
C, Ray Waddle,,, Get Well 
Farie Wells •.... Get Well 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . - .-
April 1966 

A procram on "Caves in New Mexico and Europe" , 
was presented by Dr, C. Bertrand Schultz, Direc­
tor of the University of Nebraska State Museum, 
World Renoened Explorer, 

It VJas the belief of the Program Chairman that .... ·· 
this would be an outstanding program, All mem­
bers were urged to brin[ family and any inter­
ested persons. 

From the notebook of Lois Everett, Historian 
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THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

Dear Club Members; 

~-r~. 

--~~~ -. ""' -...., --- --, ~- '~'-. -
~~~~'~ 

As I sit here and think 1:ack over the events of the last ~:ks feel a 
sense of accomplishment for our club. We have produced another successful show. 
again, a big and hearty THANK YOU to the Show Chairman, Jim Narburger and to each 
everyone who helped to make it a success, I am also sure that Jim will join me in 
special praise for all the good people who helped to set up and tear down. After 
all set up and tear down is probably the most thankless part of it all. It is all 
done when very few people are around and seems to go unnoticed by most, but these 
few people spend many hours of hard physical labor in making any show a success, 
Thank you again! 

So 
and 

I think one of the most unfortunate decisions that had to be make was the 
cancellation of the March meeting two days before the show. It was regretable but 
probably in the best interest of all concerned as many were really tied down with 
working on the show. I would like to apologize to Flossie, Harie and Roger as I 
understand that the Educational Program and the regular Program for the evening had 
been worked on especially hard. I sincerely hope that all the programs that these 
two committees have worked up can be seen this year. 

I have been informed by Roger Pabian that the boat trip for May will have to 
be cancelled as the boat will not reach Brownville until sometime in June. At the 
April business meeting we will be voting on a picnic site. 

For anyone who stiJl.has an outstanding bill for the 19?6 Show will you please 
turn them int2 Jim Marburger, John Harrison, myself or your committee chairman. As 
of the Nay bo§.rd meeting these bills are due and the books will be closed. So if 
you want paid, get us a bill. 

And so as I began thank you one and all for a most successful show. 

The Lincoln Gem and Mineral Club, as members of the Community Arts Council, have 
been invited to participate in a Centennial Mall Show of' Arts and Crafts, on 
Saturday April 24 and Sunday April 2.5. The hours will be from 10 a,m. to 8 p,m, 
The Club plans on having a square of 8 foot tables with the Gems on Location 
Map Display, the Club sign and enough . .Wi,chita cases to fill up the tables. Hosts 
will serve during the show hours for two hour periods. This Show will be on 
15th Street from "M" to "R" on the Centennial Mall. In case of rain the Show 
will have to be abandoned, because this will be out in the open. Coordinator 
for the event is our First Vice President, Flossie Litzenberg. 
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From the Edi tor's Desk ... The 18th Annual Show is over and is nov, a 
part of LGrr:c history. It was no ,'oubt one of the best oreanized and 

_ ~n.joyable .. shows that we have had .. Everyone seemed so relaxed and happy, 
and there were numerous·comments from visitors ·on how much they were 
enjoying th~ show. Probably the reason for its being so successful 
was the exc-ellent team work evidenceo. by, all who were involved. There 
is a great joy ·an9. satisfaction experiencefl in being a pe.rt of a group 
working toward a common goal, There is nothing that can equal such an 
undertaking in,-promoting unity ano. strengthening frief\dships within 
the Club. People who do not take an active part in the Club's functions 
are missing out on fun, and are not enjoying their-membership to its 
.fullest extent. Each member has a uniaue contribution that he can make 
;to-the Club~ Remember that a successful Club depends upon the activity 
o_f' its members. 

Thank you ••• As Hospitality Chairman, I wish-:to thank each and 
everyone ~ho brourht such lovely cakes, also each and 
everyone who helper with the soci2.l hour, I had a wonder­
ful group to work with, To all again a fine job and 
thank you much, 

Hazel Greenwade 

-· ----------------
SEND IT IN 

If you havo P bit of news, SEND IT IN. 
Or a joke that will amuse, SEND IT IN, 

- - - - ·- - :- -

A story that is true, an incioent that's new 
Never mind about your style, SEND IT IN, 
It is really v10rth your while 
If you only brint2 a smile, 
So v1hy not five it a trial, SEND IT IN. 

Ore0on Rockhound via PICK and CHISEL 

By the rude bridge that c1..rched the flood, 
Their flag to April's breeze unfurled, 

Here once the embattled farmers stood, 
And fired the shot heard round the world, 

Ralph Waldo E-r11erson, "Concord Hymn". 

-----------------------------------

HAPPY 

,· 
f ' 

_,. ' 
,. ,,,. "' .., ___ ,.::: 

EASTER 
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March Board Min,utes-.:::.:.:..:.:: ·· 

'Lincoln Gem & ,Nineral Club Board. meeting was called to order by the 
President, Laz:r? ~ig~ey, A~.-9:~s rq.ome 6126 Uartley on Jl,larch 3, 1976 

· at 7: 30 P .M. ~· wrtn six board' mertJ.Qe.rs present and two excused. 
Committee members Jim Marburger a.nd 'Marita Bigley were also present • 

.. · )!artia Bigley read applica:tions for new membership of Leonard & 
· Sharon Soltzberg and Dan & Heverly, Robert & Leona Daul, Dick & 

Shirley Roberts, Russell & Mary Jackson, Kay Graber and Barbara 
Stock. Motion by Evell}ID Ulriclt and seconded by Don Carter to approve 
the above. carried. · · 
Reinstatement of : Grant & Goldie Quinn, Marge Heedi_ck, Bud &Joella 
Olson, Marvin & Ilene Anderson and family and Dr. Harold Krieger. 
Motion John Harrison, Jr, seconded Evelyn Ulrich to approve 
reinstatement of above. carried. 
Discussion on new membership applications cards. Motion Howard 
Taylor we make the following)wo additions to application blank 
(1) New member must be willing to work 
(2) New member must be wtlling to display. 
To be added to the present form, seconded John Harrison, Jr. Carried. 
John Harrison, Jr. amended the motion we wait 30 days before printing 
seconded Don Carter. 
Secreatriread minutes of the February meeting and they were approved 
as read. 
To claflify, Secretary asked about scholarship funds. 1,3000. 00 in 
certificates is to be a club scholarship fund. The kitty goes to AFN$. 
Treasurers report by John Harrison, Jr., and approved as read. 
Bills read by treasurer. Group 1-Club Supplies. Motion Howard 
Taylor to approve, seconded Don Carter. Carried. 
Group 2-Show Vouchers-Motion Don Carter to approve paying, seconded 
Evelyn Ulrich. Carried. 
}74.21 bill for Page Trophy, Moved John Harrison, Jr. and seconded 
Evelyn Ulrich to pay this. 
John Harrison Jr., purchased the diamond wheel for Ray Grabher from 
Bellevue Rock Shop fur }55.37 This was approved at the February Board 
meeting as club business. 
38 cases were set up on the mall at Gateway, plus some Wichita cases 
from members. 
Flossie Litzenberg 1s questions were read and discussed. 
Educational Chairman & 1st Vice Pres. would like 1/2 hr. after the 
meeting and before the program. It was decided to ask them to have 
the educational program from 7 to 7:30 P.M. starting with the April 
meeting. The general meeting will start at 7:30 P.M. 
The board decided there will be no petition to see who will help work 
for the 1980 show. 

T:ve did not vote on having a 1980 show, we voted to seek a 1980 show. 
The 1980 show will be awarded at St. Louis in July. 
If you work four hours at the March show, or display, you will get 
in free. 
Pres. Larry Bigley, apologized for not reading two letters at the 
last general meeting. One letter for hosting a 1980 show, with 2 
votes and the other letter against a 1980 show. It was decided we 
do not honor proxy votes. 
'76 show report by Jim Marburger. March 12 next show meeting at 
Larry Bigley's home. 
Everything else seems to be going OK. 



Board Minutes continued---
Roger Pabian asked members at the general meeting about a trip to 

P. rownville. Roger reports he has had a few complaints on the show 
of hands for the Brownville trip. 23 voted to go on Saturday. 
Calling Committee · to, -get a yes or no vote on trip to Brownville. 
Motion Howard· Taylor ·the board recommend Roger Pabian run it back 
to the general membersnip, seco.nded John Harrison, Jr. Carried. 
President. Larry Bigley, appointed Roger Pabian as a committee of 
one to check on prices, etc., for the Brownville trip, prior to 
general meeting. 
1977 Show Chairman, Roger Pabian, had thoughts to explore the 
possibility of running show somewhat different then in the past. 
He suggested the feasability of a mall show. 

Discussion on refreshments for club meetings. Secretary to make fo· 
for nezt meeting for membership to fill in. 
Next board meeting at the home of Larry Bigley April 1. 
By-Laws committee. President, Larry Bigley to ask Bill Holdorf, 
Wilfred wtttmann and Roger Pabian. 
Motion to ~djourn, John Ha~rison, Jr •• 

Nelda-Oliver, Secretary 
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In many a battling river 
Tho broken gorges boo!ll., 
Behold the Mighty Giver 
Emerges from the tomb! 

Now robins chant the·story 
Of how the wintry sward 
Is litten with the glory 
Of the Angel '.of the Lord. 

His countenance is lightning, 
And still his robe is snow, 
As when the dawn was brightning 
Two thousand years ago. 

0 who can be a stranger 
To what has come to pass? 
The pity. of the Manger 
Is mighty in the grass-

Undaunted by Decembers 
The sap is faithful yet. 
The giving Earth remembers 
And only men forget. 

From Lyric and Dramatic Poems 
by John G. Neihardt 

Note: This poem was written in the early 1920's by our late honorary member. 
He wrote very few lyrics after age JO. The Omaha Bee offered him $50.00 for 
·an Easter poem. He was devoting all of his time to "The Song .of the Indian 
Wars", one of the five parts to his great epic "A Cycle of the West" which he 
later finished after 28 years of prodigeous effort. He died November 3, 1973. 

Neihardt did not willingly digress from his avowed major work; but $50.00, his 
wife would not let.him refuse! So he retired, thinking intensely about the 
problem, By morning he had dreamed the lines, and was able to write the poem 
in a few minutes. He often related this experience when reciting it to 
audiences, and for recordings, 

contributed by Julius D. Young 
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NEIHARDT CULTURAL CENTER . 

Bancrcft, Nebraska 

The new Neihardt Center building is ready to open r:~ay 1, 1976. It is 
now open from 9a. m. to 5 p. m, on week days, conductec. by a caret2.ker. 
The dedication ceremonies will be on Sunday, Aur.:ust l,the annual 
Neihardt Day which is 2.lways the first Sunday in August. Visitors are 
expect ea from a wic".e area, anr. there may be a special po stage cancell­
ation honorinr the event in Bancroft, the "Poet's Town", a title shar­
e"." by Wayne. 

This attr?.cti ve visitor center, financed by the State of Nebraska and 
the John G,Neihardt Founcation, represents over $300,000 of tan;ible 
effcrt to honor the literary genius and his great works, and to help 
in their preservaticn for posterity. 

The NebrasJ.ca State Historical Society will continue its apt guidance 
and resposibility in this most worthy cultural and ec1ucational project, 
The process of receiving, cataloging and assembling the voluminous 
memorabilia is progressing, The response towaro the furnishing of 
objects and materials for archives may soon prove the building is not 
larfe enough. 

American Inflian. motif of round design is observeo. in. the memorial 
structure. ·Its central room is an in.door version of the.living Prayer 
Garden whioh we.s plannec1 by the poet many years ctfter his inspiring 
interviews with Sioux Holyman, Black Elk, The book, "Black Elk Speaks" 
is now in ten foreit:n langunges, and a stage play is being planned. 

The living garden has been _the settin':r. for many public functions, and 
one beautiful wee.ding· ceremony. 

Also on the grouncis is tho restored, refurbishec little shack, Neihardt 
Study, in which tho fe,mea "·word sender" wrote much for magazines 2.nd 
books between ::I.900 ancl 192·0 with diligence and a definite goal. 

In Niemorial Hr.il is the fo~sil cycad, donated by the Lincoln Gem anc~ 
Mineral Club last· year, to symbolize the eterne.l "Tree of Life". An 
artistic mobile. symbol is to be suspenc~ef. above it, This is at the 
center of a ·se:rios of descending, concentric floor levels tcwarc1 the 
"Tree"; the lowest level, in which the cycad is embedded, is paved 
with end-grain oak blocks, 

,Crossing theso rioor levels at their common center, marked by the 
cycar'; are two inlo.id tile paths depicting the East---to-V!est dark roa/ 
of worlclly f ifficultios .and the roor1, red road of spiritual understand­
ing,, pas·sirir from South to North. . Their intersection is regarded as 

. Holy. · r!nny · c1.isplo.y cases surround the outer border of the room, Sun­
shine bathes the scene from e skylirht dbme. Smaller rooms will house 

. bff ic,e, librcry, c:uclcio-visu2 l anc1 rest room facil ties, 2.nn some small 
bas~ment storn:::e. 

Rear:"l.ers may· recall that our Club obtained the cycac~ at very nominal 
cost through tho generosity of Dr, L, A.Deitrick, a devotecl Neih2rct 
friend from Bison, South Dakota. He brou,:;ht the 700 lb. fossil from 
the ranch·''of r-. rGlative neer the Iforth Dakota border west of Lemmon, 
South Dakota last Aur'ust. That is near the area Neiharnt f oatured in 
"The Song of Hufh Gl~ss; ana where "Ghosts of an Ancient Forest" abound, 
Lem.m.on claims tho wc,rlc'l.' s only petrifiec'I wood park, The Hush Gl2.ss 
Pc1.rk and r:onument ere on the Grand Ri vcr, north of the town of i{eac'cw, 
and southwest of Le:mmon. 
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LINCOLN GEfl' AND FINERAL CLUB 
18th Annual 

GcP: e.nc:. r"iner8l Show 

_____ A]ril_l976 

The Show was 2. freat success, We hat approxiamately 
177 r,P..it gate, Thanks to ALLI 

The Rock Pile was a great success, also, with over $100. 
taken in. The "Wishing Woll" didn't r'l_c, quite so well, 
The money in the "Wishine: Well" is for the ~'7T Scholar­
ship Fun·'. 

The Soc isl hour Saturday ni te, for the cn(~s that staycc", was n lot of 
fun, The Dealers anr1 all showe0 the ;000 spirit of the LGFC on ho st-­
inr: the Show. We all talker1 about "The £:reat rock just over that hill 
on' this olr1 w2.gon trail, anyone can just·- drive right to it", 

A complete rundown on the Show will follow. 

Any outstanc~inr bills should be returnee' to me before the Fay 6 bo2.rr'. 
meetinr or they will be consi~erea paid, We must close the books on 
the Shov,1 . by then, Thank you .. 

Thanks to all that helped on the set up. Also, for the ones that 
showed, Th0 Junior members played a prominent part in the Show. 'l1hey 
exhibited, gave an interesting program ano helped tear down the Show. 
A "special thanks" to th~ ones that stayed late after the Show to.tear 
down and take the cases back to the rarage on rronday, These spec1.e.l 
ones were: The Li tzenbergs, Hylands, Bigleys, Harrisons, anc1 Greonvaces. 
Without good holrers c. Show can not "go". 

Thanks to ALLi 
Jim Pf:arburger, Show Chairman 

From The AFMS Newsletter -

A SAD TALE! copied from Michigan Gem News - A whole row of perfect marcasite 
snails from near Pekin, Illinois, completely disintegrated into dust. Some had ·. 
been sprayed and some had not. Only two, preserved in mineral oil survivedl 

Marcasite, never a stable mineral, used to last well in dry pollution-free climates, 
This seems no longer true. 

From AFMS Bicentennial Features, edited by June Zeitner a notation that the 
Geological Survey of Illinois offers at $.10 each an excellent group of fieldtrip 
guides which include maps, routes, explanations of geologic features and information 
of interest to rock, mineral and fossils enthusiasts, In addition, the Survey 
offers periodic guided field trips for amatemrs and students of geology, Information 
may be obtained from the Illinois State Geological Society, Natural Resources . 
Puilding, Urbana, Illinois 61801. Information via Template of Chicago Lapidary, 

Also noted - The Georgia Mineral Society is trying to help save the historic 
"Soapstone Ridge" near Atlanta where fabulous and mysterious, large carved artifacts 
have been found. 
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4~H Field Trip 

C~ft) - - - __ A~R.!_1_?_12_7§. -
.> ;:;:-; 
~t~(/ 

Eight members of the Petrified Pebble Pups and .their•leaders, also 
their parents, Mrs. Green and David, Mr. and Mrs. Cooper, and Mr. and~ 
Mrs. Jones went on an educational and collective field trip in 
southeastern Nebraska. 

Stop No, 1 ••• we observed the Emporia Formation and the seven horizons 
.in the Harveyvilf member, lieading Limestone member, and the .Auburn 
Formation, Here we found a couple of shark's teeth, crinoids, 
ectoprocts, and many different kinds of shells. 

Stop No. 2 ••• was at the Auburn till of glacial deposits • .At this 
point all of the members had to collect at least 10 different speci­
mems and have them cleaned and identified forthe next meeting. Brad 
Jones was the lucky one here, when he found a small Lake Superior. 

Stop No. 3 ••• .At this spot there were many "oohs" and "ahs" because 
there were medium sized and small sized poprocks and there were 
some fern replacemnets. This time David Green found a beautiful 
fern replacement. 

By this time we were getting hungry, so we stopped at the Rumbolt Park 
for lunch • .At this park there was a caboose that everyone went in, 
also there was a fire escape chute and it was made into a slide. 

After lunch we stopped at Hughs Creek Shale, where two people found 
two small trilobites • .At this point we could see the Pennsylvanian 
and Permian contact·points, where the two peroids met.millions of 
years ago. The faults shaped it so that you'd be standing on the 
Permian point and the rest of your body would be in the Pennsylvanian 
point • 

.After traveling over the hills, we stopped at the outcrop of Permian 
lime. There we collected sponges that looked like pinecones. Here 
we also found some geodes with calcite linings and crystals. 

We completed our trip b crossing highway 75 and viewing the first 
oil well that was found in Nebraska. Then we went on to the outcrops 
of the Neva· folding limestone peroid. There we thought that we 
should have brought our hard hats, because of the overhanging rocks 
and the one~ that' had" already fallen. You could see where the faults .. 
had ended and 'the ov?rla.ying · 11mestone and: ;Es:k:ri,dge shale. 

. . 
The trip was most -enjoyable .because Roger Pabian had made up a road 
log with the directions, inte~sting spots and the exact milage • 

.Above-8ubmittl3d by Mary Green 
The downtown TI1CJ. won the championship swim meet in the Nebr. YMCA 
youth'swim league. _There were 8 teams compsting:in the diving & swim­
ing •. Two of our LGNC Jr. members helped with the win. Mary Green won 
2 gold & 4 bronze medals, while David Green won 1 gold, 3 silver & . 
2 bronze medals. 
In the Great Plains .AAU Diving meet, David Green won a 5th place medal 
in the 10 and under age group one meter competition. 
Mary Green won 1st place in .. the Jr. Exhibition at the LGMC show. She 
had a display of Invertebrate Fossils from Brownwood, Texas. She was 
really please to win the large Calcite Crystal donated gy George 
McGinnis. Of course her 4-H leader, Marie Wells was slso pleased. 

:,_7: ,.: 



PICK 8: SHOVEL Volume 16, Issue 9, Page 9 -----------
A BOW TO AFRIL----''- By Farie J. Carveth 

The diamond-
The birthstone for April 
The girl's best friend! 

A beautiful a inmonc', the brilliance of its colors flashinf v1hi te ano 
blue fire- I love itl 

Beinf. of pure carbon, it is A product of the earth. Known in Indi2. 
since at least 1000 B, C. , it is. the harc1cst of all !T'inerals, Its name 
is flerived fromtwo Greek worrJs- niaphanes,me?nin? transparent, anc1 
ac'1amas, moanin§:' extremely hare. The most perfect diamcnds are without 

fault -or variation of color, yellov1ishness, or brownishness, whi_ch 
would render them less valuable. Some rare stones are 8. true polflen · 
yellow or even pnle pink, blue-freen, or re0, However, the clear 
colors are most sought nfter, :rarticulci.rly the blue white, The diamond, 
goor-3 diamond, is the most important of precious stones, altho the true 
ruby is the most souf•ht after, beinf' so very re.re. 

In 1965 records show 32 million carats of cUamonds were minec'l -throw;h­
out the world, of which a little over 7 million carats were used in 
jewelry. In 1968 the figure rose to 43 million carats. -

The brilliant cut is the most used, adding to the flashinr colors, this 
making it the most desirable. It is cut only with another diamonc, or 
with rliamonc'l powder. 

Among the 13 countries bearing diamonds is Angola-- Angola? Hm-m-mn! . 
There are many famous aiamonds, such as the oricinal Cullinan. After· 
being cut down, it is the principal stone in the ~ritish Rcyal Scepter, 

Everyone knovrs of the Hope- the famous blue di2.mond, original weight 
112 carats, cut, anc recut·until it is now 44 carats. The Hope diamond, 
in the Smithsonian, is probably this stone. 

We know Elizabeth receivecl a "largish" stone from Richard- Poor girll 
What a problem it must be to "Drag it arouncl"! 

A small or la.rrc 0i2.moncl in a girl's first engafement ring is the r:'ost 
famous stone of all t0 that [ irl. I treasure my first one, as I knov: 
all girls do. 

Aren't they be2.u.tiful?. These soliclified bits of "dew drops'' so de2-r 
to us all, in jevrnlry ,. or in pins, we have received as. awards fo:i::- 2. 

job vvell done, for years of service, and so forth~ 

A rcckhouncl.' s dree.m is to find one- A youn& man in our cv1n LGr~C had 
that very excitin& experience- Still have it, Jim Taylor? 

And we all Icnoi11 that famous person, that special breed, that special 
species, thc1.t "0ir1.mnod in the rough" , don't we? 

April, you lucky month, to claim the diamcnc1 for your own! 
Keep on spaklingl 
Keep on shiningl 

Bright as the stars in the heavens, like diamonds in the sky on a 
clear, cool ni~ht, in a field of royal blue velvet-

Ament 
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JUNIOR PAGE 

What a great broup of Juniors Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club has. They were really 
helpful at our annual show, helping with set-up, running errands, lending a hand 
anywhere that they could. We can be really proud of them, 

P2.ula Bigley, one of our Junior members, won a lovely trophy as second 
prize winner in Junior Competition at our eighteenth annual show. 
Good going, P2:uTa, We're proud of you. 

THU:NDER EGGS 

Thunder ee-gs do not thunder and neither do they hatch. They are not 
even e§'gs, They 1:1.re. called thunder eqzs because they once were thought 
to be petrified ergs of the terrible cinosaur, Thuncler Lizard, Tyr2.nnc­
ssaurus Rex. They are curious bascb2.ll-shapec1 concretions were once 
hollow lava pockets that have since been filled with chalcedony Rnd 
,'f' ate a.nc opal. t!hencut in h2 lf c1.nn polishecl, they reveal patterns 
of 0reat beauty anf color. 

Thunder eggs arc some ti.IT' .s confuse'"' V'i th f eof. es. \'' hEre thund.er er, s 
are sol ic'l, c1 r. cofl r, is 8 similar shaper} he llcnr r--.lr: bul2r b<'CY v2ryin: in 
size from two inches to a foot C'r rrcre, 2.nn is characteristic of cer­
triin limestone beds. They h2ve a hollcv: interior linin9 cf inwar0-
pro jectin€ cryst2ls, and sometimes this interior lining is drusy quartz. 
They ha.ve a clay film between the outer geode and the enclosin,:::' lime. 

via The Fyriter 

Ques~;ion: What r'.1.icl the Inclian sc1.y when his clop fe11 off the cliff? 
Ans"'·'er: Dor rone, .. 

Tv110 flea.s ste.rtcc! out for a wa.lk, One soon tirec, turned tc the other, 
anrl 2 sker, "Sh211 \11'€ take the rof"? 

* * * * * * * * * * DEAEEPEAULSDCDD * * * * * * * * 
NSETTNNTFCNILLK 
OIXIIUOVAOFPRA.Q 
H O Y HH H T T TC. S IT E R J 
f. U A O C C S 'A s· E A X H E E 
IQZSAEHLDFFYINT 
D R H N L .D U L G O O H L L I 
'f U E O A I S O J T K O A T S 
U'l'PHrIENCI-ISTLI-'IEI 
LNST.DOCOEDSTITINO 
F S A A r I Q S T O Y D U R Z 
ETJKTEDYOOHAOAT 
NUI•'RIX JRDLTBTGR 
I GIN WT OH I'B E G Z CA 
T l:! H I L V E C I' ii fI K A Y U 
E T I R D N A X ~ L A P O Y Q 

Can you find 28 hidden stones? They 
ranro from acato to zoisite. Look 
backward.s, foruards, across, dovm, up 
and diagonally, 

Answers next month, 
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GEr~ AND rrINERAL SHOW AND TELL AT r:~EADOW LANE AND BETHANY SCHOOLS 

A teacher at r::eacowlane, Betty DE>,senbrock, requested a showing of our 
hobby for Karch 11, Seventy sixth grac'ers anc1 their severe.l teachers 
met in the 2.ssembly room. Among the specimens arranged on the edre of 
the stage were: pyrite, :;alena-mc>rcasite-quartz, from Peru, SiA,, 
:r:iumercus cabs cf various choices were: Brazilinn agate, moss agates, 
and obsidians, three boxes of micromounts cf .£ems ancl minerals together 
with small meticine b0ttles of sands, soils, anr1 rC'ck chips from m2.ny 
of th~:::'- states, includinr sand from a whc."lc cc.1rcass f i ven t0 us by a 
rock shop owner in Fairb2nks, Alaska, He attributed it tc be 2.rouno 

:c .. ,20, 000 years olc., if one ccin say sand is that· olc, The room was d2.rk,.. 
··ened to show them the flourescent rocks, This evoked oh-h-h-s and 2.hs 

from the youth. Questicns c2me from them, "How long have you been 
r1oi~g this"? "Where c'!id you get this one"? "How. r:'- y0.1-' r~ k,· th 
fhP,pes"?, etc. We asker if ?.nyonc hao been to the roe 1t f'rV'V"S 0r to 
the University .of Ncl:-,rpska museum. There v,,ere a nu!Tlber cf therr who 
h2cl. We elso geve 2. corrmercial for the LGrtc for rr.e-rch 27-28, 

A te2.cher, Jan Nelson, then reauested e, cUsplE>y for Bethany School's 
nrt oxhihit, shov•int this kinc1 of hobby on D".arch 18th,. Our displ2.y 
v·c1s placec in a larr-e Pls.ss cPse in the hPllway, Comments were of e~ -
citing interest frorr the children, Along sir1e of the case we pl8cer1 n 
LJr:;c flyer to craw attention .to. the annual show, 

~ildred an~ Ray Pfeiffer 
. . ---------------- - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ 

V/ISCONSIN' S DIArfONDS 

The flacial deposits of Wisconsin hold the key to the locafion of a 
derosit of fem quality c1iamonds s,'JY' 'Fh·r, t· the nC'rth in C:-·.no.'n.. 
Valmi.ble c'ie.monds h2.ve been found in glacial deposits at about a dozen 
locations in the Upper l'tidwest, Over half of these valuable fin(s 
he.ve occured in Wfsconsin, 

'Diamonds ere formed from carbon in ?.n extremely hiph temperature, hi, h 
pressure environment deep within the earth in geologic structures c2.ll­
ed "pipes", The diamond pipes of the Kimberly area of South Africa 
are worlrl famous, . ancl supply almest all of the worlcP s f-em quality 
diamonds. No "ripes" or similar types of geologic units are known to 
exist on the Canar'ian Shielc1 north of the Great Lakes. 

The presence of ,1 iamonds in glacial till, hov,ever, indicate that a de­
pcsi t must lie to the north, Several attempts have been made to tr2.ce 
the diamonc1.s back northward to their source. Studies of the glacial 
till can reconstruct the exact·movement of the glacier; however no one 
has been able to trace the ice movement across the Great Lakes. 

This occurrence of valuable rem stones beinr found in the glacial c'rift 
was fir~t stufied in some deiail by W,H,Hobbs, and has been use~ as 2n 
example in a v:ell knov-7n textbook on Gl2.cial Geology by Richard Foster 
Flint. Almost all North American feology students use Flint's textbook, 
an:r. the'."occurrence of diamonc1s in the r;lacial drift of the Grent L2lrns 
region has become a classic illustration of the inability to trace the 
path of a f lacier br:,.ck toward its source. 

via Niagara Ledger 
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SAND-BARITE ROSETTE 

OKLAHOMA'S OFFICIAL STATE ROCK 

The c''.istinctive concretions known in central Oklahorna as "rose rocks", 
in allusion to their reddish-brown color and @Gneral similarity to a 
rose in full bloom~ are petal-like clusters of sandy barite crystals, 
Their rose-like appearence is due to the growth of barite (barium sul­
fate, BaS04e) as a cluster.of divergent blades. The central Oklahoma 
rosettes 2.re c:l.istincti ve because they grew within an ancient red sand­
stone, incorporating quartz sand grains and acquiring the red Qolor of 
the host rock, These concretions consist of sand and barite in nearly 
oqu2.l proportions and thus are best known to geologists as "sand-b2.ri te 
rosettes", but they also are caller1 "rose rocks", "bari te roses", or 
petrified roses", t' ell-formec. specimens are highly pr izecl by collectors .. 

Yost sancl.-bari te rosettes are ½ to 4 inches in diameter 2.nd Qonsist of 
5 to 20 racliatinf: plates, although the largest one known is 17 inches 
across, 10 inches hip:h and weighs 125 pouncs. They c:enerally oc.cur as 
isolated indi vif;tmls scattered throui;,h sandstone. RosGttes are ;he.rd er 
and more curable the.n the host reek ~nd weather into positive relief on 
outcrops. On further weather inc they are c'l.etachec from the rock nnd 
occur as in~ividual specimens or are scattered within residual sandy 
soil. Slow weathering and erosion of the host roe]{ continually expose 
acdi tional r·.· scttes at the surface. 

The sand-baritc rosettes of Oklahoma occur mostly in the Garber Sand­
stone, which was deposited during the Permian Period of geologic time 
about 250 million years aco. They are most abunc'1ant along. the north-. 
south outcrop of the Garber in Central Oklahoma., in a narrow belt ex­
tenc1inc 80 miles betv1een Pauls Valley and Guthrie ( see rrap). The area 
just east of Norman is particularly ren01,,vned for its abundant and well­
formed specimens, Although also known from California, Kansas, and 
Egypt, the rosettes probably have a greater concentration here in Okla­
homa than at any other place in the world, 

This description is mainly from the followin&' article, which is now 
out of printi H2..m., Y! ,E,, and r:!erritt, C ,A,, 1944, "Barite in Otlahoma" 1 

.OklahomP Geological Survey, Circular 23, 42 pages, 2 figures, 4 plates. 

'.Drawing of ·well-formed 
sanc~-bru:'i te rosette 
frcm central Oklahoma 

rrrap of Oklahoma showinf distribution 
of sand-barite rosettes (xxx) in Garber 
Sandstone. 

Tho oriein of the mineral name barite is from tho Greek word for 
"heavy", because of its high specific gravity. 

via the T-Town Rocli::hound 
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BICENTENFIAL SENSE AND NONSENSE -- ec1i ted by J ,D. Young 

Do-it-yourself Easter dat0 - Cripple Creek ~rrystery 

Easter, April 18, 1976 - the first Sun('1ay after the first full moon 
2~fter the vernal equinox, In 1977 it :will be April 10; in 1978, l'C2rch 
26; in 1979, April 15, in 1980, April 6 - according to published tables. 

Sinc0 the Council of Nicaca in Asia rrinor in the ye8I 325 almost world­
wide accort has existed in the matter of determinin~ Eester Date. ~ 
fairly simple: but len::;·thy fc.rmula has been c1evised for our use, vri th 
a f ev1 necessrry exceptions and correcltions for different centuries, 
The r0al brnin-vvorh: was done by astronomers ancl: mathematicians ye2rs 
ago, - o.nr1 without bcnef it of electronic computers i maybe n trusty 2.bf'cusi 

The 02.rliest re ssiblc c1ntc for Eri.ster Sunrlay is ~"arch 22. Ex2.mples 
were in l 761 2-11r1. lf'lB, but none in tho 20th c1..nd 21st centuries. The 
ear lint in th0 present century v:as Y.'arch .23, 1913 when an East2r torn­
ado killed more than 100 people in Omaha. 

The latest possible date is April 25: rs it was in 1943 ane should 
occur a:,ain in the year 2038. Pebble Pups shouJ.d take note c1nd not pl2.n 
to plant spuds before A~pril 23 in 2038. By then they will be 2.dul t 
rockhounc1.s, an,' some v1ill alrer1.0y be 3.,..1egge-:-1. Really a cane can be 
useful in many v1 ays on 8. fie1~1 trip. No c1.oubt there will be electronic 
picker-upcrs by then. 

Reac1.ers mP.y try the fcllowin2 procedure to compute the date of E2.ster 
a few ye8Is aho2.di April 10, 197?; r~arch 26, 1978; April 15, 1979, 
April 6, 1980, So [:Ct out your friencUy pocket c2.lculntor, and do not 
punch any wronf Irnys. Unless you 2.ro 100% 2.ccun,,tc v;i th G2ch ster of 
the formula ycur answers will be all vrrong. Years evenly divisible by 
19, like 1976 vill c2.use trouble, so try the others. 

Step 1. Divide ycnr by 19. Denote rem;-,inder as "A" 
Step 2. Di vic'.e yc2cr by 4. Denote rem2.inder as "B" 
Step 3. Di vie.c ye8.r by 7. Denote remainc1.er as "C" 
Ster '-L Yultir,ly rom2.inrl.er "A" by 19 rmcl at1c1 24. 

Di vio.o the sum by 30. Denote romainc1er as "D" 
Step 5. 'I'o tho sum of 2 "B" plus 4 "C" plus 6 "D" adc1. 5, 

2.nc1. c'.ivic'e the total by 7, Denote remninc'l.er 88 "E" 
Ster 6, The c1.o.te of E2.ster Sunr1ay shoulc' be the "D" plus "E" 

rl us 22 of :rcnrch or the "D" plus "E" minus f pf Arr il 
(tc avoi~ over 31) · 

Note: If the ~~tc is April 26 move it back 2 week, This will 
occur in 1981, If the cl.ate is April 25 2nd " A" is r~rec1.ter 
thc.0.n 10, and "D" is 28, move the fate back to April i8. 
This Y'as the case in 1954, 
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Again - procedure must be .!QQ% accurate to achieve success. Don't 
worry about the ye2rs divisible by 19 with no remcdnc.er. 
Good Luck - and many Happy Eastersl 

P.S, In Oregon Easter buffs hide nothing but thunder eggs (double 
yolkcd)t - n2. oolito! 

Thanks to Club member v·ildred Pfeiff er for the follow inf: 

In the 1880' s my fnther was an Assayer in the Cripple Creek, Color2.do 
&olc1. mines. He told us of many interest in/~\ happenin:-:·s in those early 
mining camps, While revievring his papers and diaries recently we founc 
exciting tales, about which we hacln' t been told. Life in those early 
Gold. Rush c1rws was rather rugged and rough, Vv'e found letters written 
to him by his mother and his "big" sister, warning him to watch out 
for those "vrild •.1!omcn and fambling-drinkin7 men", Dad vms only 18, 
and they worried about associ?,tions in that type of life. 

One story written in 1903 described an experience he 2.nr tv-10 men had 
after hikini7. o: er P rrotmt? in when they f01.1nrl 2.n 01"" Pb8n,fonea cPhi..n: 
?b0ut 10: 00 p m. \' i th their bu?l i,qhts th Py went in sire, and it was 
evident that no rnrn haa been there for ye<1rs. Under the bed they saw 
a small trunk,~,an~ pulled it out for a better view, On ~penihf the 

· ·. lid, the.re on top of so:me other things, Darl 's eyes savi somethinf very 
familiar,- P hrief case that Mother har1 given him on their first wedd­
inp.: annivers~.ry several years before, 

Tho briefcase hac'I mysteriously disappeared, anr:1 no trace of it wci s 
ever found. Dad had never been within 50 miles of .this cabin before, 
and here was the missin~ case. He tole the men "Look inside anfi you 
will find my name". There it was, written in his hand. How, when, 
and why nlways remained a mystery. 

Thanks ap:1.in irrildrecl, anc" permit me to a<'ld for the readers: ~r.y father 
, , '1''88 your Dad's el<'l.est brother, and I inherited some of the "fems" 

brought back from Cripple Creek, which I had ruined by youthful 
icnorance. 

Four Uniten States Presicents hac'l April birthdays: Jefferson-Monroe­
Buchanan-Grant, 

CorreCtlohi-·(In ce.se you had read the clog-crow story last month) Jocko 
should be spelled Jacquot, (r,,ale chauvenism) not Jacquet; anr1 t0 ease 
rl.i'.'icorr1 with the sha.des of my Ica.rian French ancestry detente is not 
clet2nte I (my phonic error) , So, Nauvoo rmrains "a beautiful place". 

J,D.Y, - - - --- - - -- - - - - --- - -- - - - - - - - - - - -- - -
INAUGURATION SITE 

Federal Hall on Wall Street in New York was the scene of the nation's 
first presidential inaucuration. Geort2e Washin;:rton was inauguratec'l. 
there April JO, ·1789, 
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HANDY HUTTS 

CROSS WITH SET CAB 
By H2rry E, Peterson 

Anri1 1976 _..t::, ___ _ 

Use Ga, 18 or heavier silver, Transfer desian to silver, Drill a 
J/32 hole for bail, then cut out. File and sand a11 ec1g es, ch2 se sirr:­
ple lines on front of blank, then five it a hammered effect with a 
small ball pointed chasinc tool on steel block. Fake bezel far oval 
cab, I usec' 2 16xl2 F ,ff.·- stone, but 2. slightly smaller ov2l cab mirht 
be suitable, Solder bezel to bl2.nk. After pickline,: buff on all sic:es, 
set cab, attach bail, then five 8. final finish. -

Watch the sides of cutting blades, if thinner on one side, bla~e will 
run at an abfle, with irrefular cuttinr, Turn blade over (if it is 
made that way) an~ it will aajust itself. 

The Geode 

Plastic trash bats make inexpensive aprons for use while doinr lapidary 
work, Simply cut openinfs for heac:1 anc arrns 2.nd slip on. 

via Loup Scoop 

C2.h.1ay, Inc. of Rapid City, South Dakota is introducing an improved 
vibratory rock tumbler called Lot-0-Tumbler II. It is supposed to do 
in 24 hours what other tumblers take a week to produce. Lot-0-Tumbler 
II was introducec1

, about three years aco nnd has enjoyed both national 
and internaticn[!.1 success, Calway is located on Hvry. 16 south of Rapid. 

R2pid City Journal, April 1975 

Tip: A roll of maskine: tape and a felt pen rrake camping morE:' pleasur­
able and educ2,tional. Since wG are all collectors, we need to know 
just where and VJhon ·we founc'l a rock, fossil, driftwooc1 , etc. Just 
stick a piece cf tape on thci article, label it with the pen, ancl have 
an instant recorc for future reference. 

via Laketa Pebbles 
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SAFETY PAGE 

With tho cominr cf sprinf and nice v1 oather many will be cut rock hunt­
inc. F2.ny \1'ill be camping. Hero are some food camping suggestions by 
Smokey Stover, Safety Chairman for THE CALDrCET GErC: 

r·any of us fo c2.mpinp every year; are ,·.1e thinkint of going 
at it s2.fely? A perfect week or tv·o of camping can be ruined 

-·:t .. ,;., :.cJ.r1ent·. 

When selcctinr 2 carnpsi te, pick enc which hc:s coor} fra.inage 
to avoid c1 amrness and r iscomfort. St2,y out from unc1.er 
trees which mi[ht be struck by lightninr and fPll on your 
tent, Fl2.sh floods occur, mostly in our western st2.tes, Tako 
this into account when you pitch your tent, Stay well above 
·v?c. ... tcr. 

Your sup::,lics shou1f. incluc"e a Dooc1 first aic:1 1dt. Alon,-! 
vri t 11 this f at lcc:.st one member Of your party should be V!ell 
verseQ in nrtificial respiration and general first aid, If 
you are strying in one location for several days, find out 
vmere the necrest r'loctor is. In the event of an accident, 
P1~;-,mpt mcr_ical attention mic,;;ht ·s8.ve a life, 

~'J0(1 must l,o l')rctcctoa a.cainst spoilage. Also important' 
prot2ct it frc2 2nimals ;n~ inse~ts. -

If you use r. corrq,ressec'. gas stove, be sure you treat it 
~ith resroct you would any other BOKBI 

t.'ater-· assure yourso1f of its purity. Uso only wnter from 
2.pproved 1,.,el1s or boil it. H2loc:en tablets for water pur­
ification o.rc also o.vailablc. 

Campfires 2.ro wonderful in the evenint but a forest fire 
is 2, c1 iffcront thing, There are only two ways to quench a 
Cctmpfire, co:rnr,letely auench it V'i th water, or bury it with 
sand or c1 irt. 

A Rattlesnake Retellent ... Wet the bottorr of the pant leg or shoe ~ 
strinr.: s with turpentine to warr off rattlers, They detest the o'cfor 
of turpentine rn'lc1. will go the other way. At campsites malrn e. circle 
c1round the are2. and pour a stre2rr of turre ntine in the ring, Sn0k,o .. s 
will not cross the rinf, If rattlers 2-re sprayed with turpintine i;t 
will ki-11 them. · (Remember to take yours along), 

Show-re Rockhound Newslatter via Korn Krib News 

- -·- - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Recently.a young member of the Srmta Clara Valley Club was helpint 
to find some lost keys. The only light 2.ve.ilable wns by a flar0. No 
one realizecl. 2.t the time that he had inhaled the fumes, (which are 
magnesium and (-=ieacUy poisonous). He bacame unconsciuos a little 
I~ter, The brain damage wns so rreat he never regained ~onsciousne~E­
So, bew:0.re o;f those flares 0no. DON'T use them for lighting f~reworks 1 
like we used to de, - ' · 

via Gem Drops 
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Executive meeting 

The Midwest Federation Executive Committee will meet 
at the Ramada Inn, 5560 6th Street, S.W., Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa 52406. (319-366-7721 ). This is the spring meeting and 
will be held April 10, 1976. A noon luncheon will be served 
and tickets will be sold in advance. MOtel rates are $17.00 
ror a single room and $23.00 for a double. Free camping is 
available to all trailers at the show site fairgrounds. There are 
limited electric hook-ups. All other fafacilities are at the build­
ing sites on the fairgrounds. Mr. Truman J. Ramsell, Show 
Coordinator, invites all MWF officers and members to display 
at their show. Both competitive and non-competitive displays 
are welcome. There will also be a "Come and Go" area. How­
ever, this is non-competitive. 

GEM TIARA TO JUNE ZEITNER 

June Zeitner, a past president of the Midwest Federation 
and associate editor of the American Federation Newsletter, 
will be presented with the American Bicentennial Tiara as 
the "First Lady of Gems" during the International Gem and 
Mineral Show in Washington, D.C. April 29th through May 
2nd. Ammouncement of the presentation was made by the 
~ommittee in charge of the show which will also feature other 
~pecial features with a Bicentennial theme. 

The Tiara is being made by Honey O'Sullivan, a jewelry 
instructor. It will feature a faceted stone or cabochon to re­
present every state and Washington, D .C. Many of the stones 
in .the Tiara representing the states have been contributed by 
the many friends of June who are hobbyists and friends. 

NEW APPOINTMENTS ANNOUNCED 

Safety and Field Trip Chairman 
Larry Bigley 
6126 Hartley Street 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68507 

Administrative Assistant to the Treasurer 
Mrs. Milford (Gladys) Sharp 
3901 West 210th Street 
Fairview Park, Ohio 44126 

Meet Our 

MWF FIRST VICE PRESIDENT 

The 1976 First Vice 
President for the Mid-
west Federation is Hazel 
Kuntz, 5 Deer Ridge, 
Quincy, Illinois. Hazel 
was a commercial artist 
specializing in pen and 
ink and layout work be­
fore her retirement. She 
is a member of two clubs, 
The Worthen Earth Search­
ers, Carthage, Illinois of 

which she was program 
chairman and the Gem 
City Rock Club,Ouincy, Miss Hazel Kun,tz 
Illinois where she served as secretary. She has also been 
State Director for Illinois. Her main interest is in min­
erals but she does some work in lapidary when time 
permits. 

SPECIAL EXHIBITS AT 

CONVENTION 

In addition to the competitive 
displays and other special displays, 
the Midwest Federation Show and 
Convention will have a large number 

St. Louis 
m'76 

MIDWEST FEDERATION 
SHOW AND CONVENTION 

of museum exhibits. Among these JULY 22-25, 191s 

are the "A Mineral Display from the 
Keweenaw" from the Cran brook Museum in Michigan; a min­
eral display from tri-state area collected over 100 years ago 
exhibited by the Carnegie Museum of Pittsburgh, Pennsyl-
vania; an exhibit of fine gemstones from the Smithsonian of 
Washington, D.C., and an exhibit of the "Old Lead Belt" and 
"Viburnum Trend" from the Ed Clarke Museum of the Missouri 
Geological Survey, Rolla, Missouri. 

Headlining the worki11g exhibits and demonstrations are "An 
Equipment Demonstration" by Crystalite Corporation, Califor­
nia; "A Tumbling Demonstration" by Geosonics, New London, 
Iowa; an art working exhibit by A. 0. Henry, Omaha, Nebraska; 
a gemstone tree and picture-making exhibit by Bev and Hugh 
Carroll, Fort Dodge, Iowa; a wirecraft exhibition by McNamar, 
Des Moines, Iowa; and the sand bottle art by "Almax" Rock 
and Gift Shop, Lockesburg, Arkansas. 



WELCOME NEW CLUB! 

Cleveland Geological Society 
Sister Joan Acker, H.M. 
20770 Hilliard Road 
Rocky River, Ohio 44116 

PROGRAMS 

by E. Donald Stinnett, Program Chairman 

Business is good in this part of the Federation. Even though 
we have no new program to announce yet, there is one in the 
making. We very much appreciate the new programs you all 
are sending to us. 

We will be going to the convention in St. Louis so will not 
betaking orders between July 15th and August 31st. Most 
clubs are out field-tripping then, and I hope this doesn't in­
convenience anyone. 

NEW NAME 

The Museum Rock and Mineral Club of Oshkosh, Wisconsin 
recently changed its name. The club will officially now be 
known as the Oshkosh Earth Science Club. The_l976 president 
is Mary Jane Overton, 436 West 14th Avenue, Oshkosh, WI. 

GIANT TEXAS PTERODACTYL 

Fossil collectors visiting Texas for the National Show will 
have the thrill of seeing the giant Texas Pterodactyl at the 
Texas Memorial Museum. The bones of the gigantic flying 
creature were discovered in the rugged Big Bend area in the 
early 1970's by geology student, Douglas Lawson. The wing 
span of the ancient Texas size animal is estimated at about 
51 feet, making it the largest flying creature known to science. 
The Memorial Museum also houses the superb Barron Miner-
al and Gem Collection. Shuttle bus trips to the Museum will 
be available from the showwhichwill be in the Austin Audi­
torium on Town Lake. 

Field trip information will be available at the show. There 
are excellent fossil hunting locations near Austin, and the hill 
country of Texas also has collecting areas for mineral and gem 
hunters. The Llano Uplift is the source of Texas blue topaz 
and other gems, rocks and minerals. Ranches around Mason 
and Enchanted Rock are favorite sites. Southeast of Austin 
are locations for petrified wood, including palm. 

The four day show promises something for everyone inter­
ested in the earth sciences and lapidary arts. Displays will 
feature everything from hand cast jewelry to tektites, the 
Texas outer space objects. With lectures, seminars, luncheons, 
barbecues and a host of other events, the schedule is packed 
with education and recreation for old and young. 

WINTER CRYSTALS 

Earth Science News tells how to collect beautiful crystals 
in the winter. The crystals are snowflakes. While there is no 
trophy at present for the best snowflake collection, here is how 
to do it. Collect the fragile crystals on cold black velvet and 
transfer with a cold toothpick to glass microscope slides which 
have been kept at a 32 degree temperature. Spray at once with 
acrylic which will harden immediately. The process is said to 
be simple, interesting and fun. Brrrrr ! 

RECENT DISCOVERIES 

The Oshkosh (Wisconsin) Quarrier prints an item about the 
exciting scientific discovery in west central Africa of a byrned 
out natural nuclear reactor. French scientists believe it may 
have caused mutations in the plant and animal life of the region 
about 2 billion years ago. Work has stopped at the area of the 
open pit uranium mine for investigation of the spontaneous 
reactor which is the only known natural atomic pile. Henry 
Chauvet, chief geologist of the mine, said the reactor was start­
ed by unknown causes and burned with a cataclysmic effect 
on the environment for more than a million years but that 
radioactivity from the spontaneous fission has long since dis­
appeared. 

The Rockfinder (Michiana Rock and Gem Club) reports 
that Dr. Bruce Raemsch, anthropologist from Hartwick College, 
Oneonta, New York and his archeological team have recently 
found a hand ax and several other ancient tools at a dig near 
Cobleskill, New York which are thought to be 70,000 years 
old. In earlier digs Dr. Raemsch discovered 30,000 year old 
tools. 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 

A club particularly active in the educational aspects of the 
hobby is the Colorado Springs Mineralogical Society. The club 
members are concentrating on the mineral, gem and fossil de­
posits of their own area. Their prospecting and collecting are 
scientifically done, and their records are available in pictures 
as well as in writing. Their program on Florissant Pegmatites 
has been popular everywhere it is shown. Another of their 
professional quality programs is about the legendary gold town, 
Cripple Creek. The club is almost finished with a documentary, 
on the Florissant Fossils and is sixty percent or more through 
with a comprehensive program on Colorado minerals. Many 
clubs could produce similar programs even if their area is not 
as richly blessed as Colorado Springs. 

George Cihacek, Editor of The Loup Scoop (Nebraska) 
says thirty-six out of the forty-two members of the Loup 
Valley Club are graduates of a rock and lapidary class spon­
sored by the Platte College Continuing Education Division. 
Schools all over the country will offer such courses if there 
are enough requests. 

John~rizon THIS IS YOUR LAND 

KEEP IT CLEAN 
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APRIL SHOlfERS 

br1nt: 
?ARCA.INS AT OUR SHOP I 
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"SATISJIID .CQSTOMIIS .W!' OUR l!ST ADVDRTISEM!NT" 
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See us for any of :,our summertime needs~ 
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It you're 'beinp- 1'\U'l_out of town, F,et in. front of the crowd and make it look 
like a pare.de. · · · · · 

1'!0 person is bi,- enou,h to; ke~p his Jeet on the r,r~und. ,men he has bis he&d 
in the clouds. · · • · · · 

j ; (.: < 

PRCX!RESS1 Fifty yea.re i,o, only'hoboes a.nd.forest ranrera had cookouts. 

A fanatic is someone who 1a hif!'}ily enthusiastic abou}something 1n which 
you aren't even remotely interested, (This is the Wciy some people look upon 
rockhounds ! 111 l ) · trom GEMS ~:, _ . 
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