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OFFIC1AL PUBLICATION OF 

LINCOLN GEM & MINERAL CLUB 

LINCOLN. NE 8 RASKA 



LINCOLN GEM AND MINERAL CLUB, INC. 
P.O. Box 5342, Lincoln, NE 68505 

The purpose of this corporation shall be to study, promote an interest in, and 
disseminate knowledge of lapidary and various Earth Sciences including but not 
necessarily limited to geology, paleontology and mineralogy. It shall be a 
particular purpose of the corporation to provide education in these fields to 
its members and the general public, particularly youth and student groups. 

MEMB!TIR: Midwest Federation of Mineralogical andGeoiogical Soci~,tles. ,.(Ml·lF) 
American l<'ed~ration of Mineralo¢ical ·sodii3t1es (AFMS) . . 
Nebraska Association of Earth Science Clubs, Inc. (NAOESCI) 

•Community Arts Council of Lincoln (CAC) 
Nebre.ska Recreation League (NRL) 

Regular Heetings: 4th Saturday of the month, September through May, 7:30 P.M. 
1976 - IOOF Hall, 1101 No. 56th St., Lower Level 

1976 ELECTED OFFICERS: 

President •••• Larry Bigley 
1st Vice Pres. , Flossie Litzenberg 
2nd Vice Pres •• Don Carter 
Recording Secy, , Nelda Oliver 
Treasurer •• , • John Harrison 
Board Member •• George McGinnis 
Board Member •• Norma Miller 
Board Hem ber • . Howard Taylor 
Board Member • , Evelyn Ulrich 

STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN: 

6126 Hartley Lincoln, 
1435 No, 24th St, Lincoln, 
1101 Driftwood Dr. Lincoln, 
5700 Otoe St. Lincoln, 

Hickman, Nebr. 
3444 Somerset Ave. Lincoln, 
931 Cottonwood Dr, Lincoln, 
910 New Hampshire Lincoln, 
3521 So. 48th St, Lincoln, 

68.507 
68503 
68510 
68506 
68372 
68.504 
68510 
68508 
68506 

Liaison Phyllis Parks & 
Marita Bigley 

466-0211 
432-5672 
489-3442 
489-5222 
792-3825 
466-4878 
489-8840 
432-3707 
488-9051 

Program 
Hospitality 
Historian 
Librarian 
Membership 
Field Trips & 

Roger Fabian 
Virginia Green 
Lois Everett 
Joella Olson 
Marita Bigley 

Refreshments 

Education 
Scholarship 
Publications 
Housinc & 

Bud & Helen Uasser 
Edwin & Vivian Johnson 
Marie Hells 

Safety 
Calling Committee 
& Vaya Con Dios 
NAOESCI Reporter 
1976 Show Chairman 

PICK & SHOVEL STAFF: 

Tom Simmons 

Harie J, Carveth 
Luella Paul 
Jim Marburger 

Florence Boring 
Art Howlett 

Property Larry Bicley 

Editor - Evelyn Ulrich, 3521 So. 48th St., Lincol, tlE 68509, Phone 488-9051 
Typist - Flossie Litzenberg 
Artwork stencilinc - Jim Parks 
Publisher - Phyllis Parks 
Reporters - Club Members 

Contributio:hs from mem'ters are welcome and needed. Deadline for 
material is the 1st of the month to be printed, Please send copy 
to the Edi tor. 

Subscriptions to the Pick & Shovel are $3,00 per year - mailed. 

Advertising by a rock-hobby business or interest is permitted with approval of 
the Board, at a rate presently set at $10,50 per full page per insertion, with 
approximately 10 inches x 7 inches of copy. 1/2 pace is 5,25, 1/3 page 3,.50 and 
the minimum size ad is 1/4 pare at $2,75 per insertion. 

Articles published in THE PICK & SHOVEL may be reprinted if credit is given the 
author and the bulletin, and a copy of the publication is sent to the Editor. 



Welcome New Llembers ... 

l'.'Iar. 

f,(ar. 

A_pr. 

Apr. 

icpr. 

Apr. 

Apr. 

f'Iay 
June 
June 
July 
July 

July 
Sept. 

Sept·. 
Oct, 

Bud Olson, 4831 South Haven Drive, 68516, Telephone. 
Bob artd Sylvia Daniels, 2941 No. 42nd, 68504, Tel, 
Donald and Viarie Baars, , 4,337 No. 61 st Apt. 4, Tel. 

489-5380 
467-4051 
461.J,-5169 

26-28 

27-28 

J-4 

J-4 

10-11 . 

16-18 

2J-25 

15-16 
12-13 
19-20 
J-5 

22-25 W. St. 

31-11.ug. 1 
4-6 

17-19. 
16-17 

I ;'; 

1976 Dates to Remember 

Bridgton, r:o. 

Lincoln, Ne, 

Cincinn2.tie, Oh. 

St. Joseph, I:io, 

Cedar Rapids, Ia. 

Hastings, Ne. 

Wichita, Ks. 

Hot Springs~ S,D, 
Hebron, Ne. 
Beatrice, Ne. 
Lincoln, Ne. 

Louis County, Mo. 

Norfolk, Ne. 
Omaha, Ne. 

Kimball, Ne, 
Grand Island, Ne. 

St. LoJJis County, I~o, Rock 
Hobby Olub Show,· I.fachinist' s 
Union Aud. 12365 St. Charles Rd, 
Lincoln Gem & Min. Club Annual 
Show, New Ag. Hall, State Fair 
Grounds .. 
Cincinnati Gem & ~in. Show 
Convention Center, 5th 2nd Elm, 
10th Annual RockShoY', · L0blr:nc° 
High School. 
Cedar Velley Rocks & Min. Soc. 
Show, Hawkeye Downs, 6th St. 
S.W. Hwy. JO & 218, 

·central Nebr. Fin. Soc. Show, 
Hastings City Aud. 
Wichita Gem & Min. Soc. Show, 
Cessna Activity Center, 2744 
George Washington Blvd. 
Picture City Gem & r'Jin. Show. 
Fort Butler Gem & Min. Swap, 
Homestead Gem & Min. Club Swap 
Lincoln Gem & r~in. Club Swap 
r".V.7F Convention and Show, Show 
Center, 9785 St. Charles Rock Rd., 
NAOESCI State Swc:tp 
1976 NAOESCI State Show, hosted 
by Nebr. r~in. & Gem Club, Holiday 
Inn, 3321 South 72nd St. 
Plains Rock & Min. Club Show. 
Grand Islcmc'l E2.rth Science ,~:oc, 
Show. 

NOTICE ... C2.kes are neecJed for the Soci:--1 Hour Sat. r.1ar. 27, LGI.rc JLnnual 
Show. If you will furnish a cake, please notify Hazel Greenwade lJ,66-4788 
* Meeting;Ma:rch ·25 cancelled due to unforseen circumstances. ·necessary ousiness 

will be taken care of Friday evening after show set-up. 
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Last Month ... There was a good attendence at the February meeting of 
the LGMC-70 members .and 16 guests, The guest list included the follow­
ing: Virs, Leona Daul, Mr. Robert Daul, Ed V!oten, Esther Hansen, Elizabeth 
Barnes, Thomas Barnes, Mary and Russell Jackson, Dick and.Shirley 
Roberts, Sharon, Len, Dan, and Beth Soltzbergs, Barbara Stock, and 
Kay Graber, , . 

.. -------· 
Much business was transacted,· Financial- s-tatem.ents w-ere handed out, 
and the auditing committee Is repor·e--wa:s··given by Ray frrabher. The 
Club voted in favor of hiring a public accountant to prej~.tax forms of 
treasurer's reports. President, Larry-Bigley, announced that the 
Memorial Day Weekend field trip will be-to the Oklahoma s~lenite beds. 
Field trip Chairman, Tom Simmons, told of areas where field trips may 
be taken during the summer, Such places as.the Black Hills of South 
Dakota and the Dryhead agate area of Montana were suggested, James 
Marburger, 1976 Show Chairman and his assistants reported on Show pro­
gress, Help is needed to set up for the Shovt. If you can help, be at 
the site at 10:00 A,M, Fricfay, f!Iar,'26th, Cakes are· also needed for 
the Social Hour, If you wish to donate a caRe,call Hazel Greenwade, 
466-4788. The Club voted in favor of having a_l977 Show, Roger Fabian 
will be the Show Chairman. The Maytpicni8 ~ill be held on ~ay 22nd 
at Brownville, Ne, This will include an hour-and-a-half boat ride 
on the Missouri River. State Directer, Marie Taylor, presented the 
Club with a certificate in recognition of its membership in the MFW 
for 15 years. Two petitions were circulated and signed by members, 
One was to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to preserve the selenite 
beds in the Great Salt Plains of Oklahoma, and the other was to request 
that a Commerative stamp be issued to honor Dr, John Neihardt. The 
Club voted in favor of putting in a bid for the National Show in 1980. 

After the business meeting, a slide talk was given by Roger Fabian. 
His subject was the Big Bend Region of West Texas. The barren, stark 
landscape made it a fitting place for Astronauts to be trained for· 
their e~edition to the moon. Pictures of plume agates found in place 
on the Woodward Ranch w~rB shown. A case of plume agate slabs and 
cabachons was on display. 

' . . 
Refreshments were served at the close of the meeting. 

') c ST £.RV €.4f<. 
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VA.YA CON DIOS ._ r.fo.y God be with you 

Carcts were sent this month to: 

Deliliah Rankin·_ Get well 
Ollie Wittmann - Get well 

r~arch 1966 

A progrn.m on "Fossils" was given under the 
direction of Roger Fabian, 

From the notebook of Historian, Lois Everett 



Dear Club Members; 

It seems at this timi some 'of our members are somewhat upset over 
the 1980 Show issue., I believe that I should explain here that the 
vote taken was. merery to make a bid to the- Midwest Fed_e.P-atTon for that 
show. It does ·:uot mean tl:J.a·t we will be granted tha-t·"opportuni ty. If 
any other club i~ the MWF' should present a ~ropBi' bid it would 
probably go to ._t1hem. But on the: other hand if we should get the 
opportunity to present another National Show we will need t,h~ four 
years left to prepare for it. I believe it was be~t said by'~ fellow 
club member on the floor of our general me~ting; .-There will be by 
1980 members who will no longer be with us but also there will continue 
.to; be new members who are as capable to··continue on and. produce a show 
t~at will be an equal to our- 1974 show.- I myself hope fbr a chance 
to try again. I also believe that our new members should not be 
deprived of the opportunity to participate in the ultimate of shows. 

A new By-Laws· Committee is being appointed by your Board of 
Directors and will begin work within the ne~t few weeks and hope to 
have the changes reduced· to writing so that they may be prese.n.ted to 
the meJ11bership at one of the fall meetings .. The need for change is 
always with us and so that we can continue to operate as a non-profit 
organization this is one of our most important committeeB. The 
By-Laws are also the a~proved instructions of the membership to the 
Board on the ways· and manners in which they are to conduct the clubs 
business. 

At this point I wbuld also like to make a plea for individusl 
members to write let~ers urging against the inundation of The Great 
·Salt Plains by the Corps of Enginee.rs. By flooding this .area we will 
not only lose the Selenite Crystals but also a great amount of our 
pioneer and Indian cultural heritage. After all, the American Indian 
was the first to use this great gift of nature to mankind. Letters 
should be mailed to U.S. Army Engineer District, P.O. B~x 61, Tulsa, 
Oklahoma'74102. 

The LGMC trip·to' the Salt Plains in Oklahoma over the Memorial 
Day weekend is pro-gressing beautifully. Everyone is welcome to 
accompany us on this tiip and are encouraged to do so. For those 
going on the trip and planning to camp, please try to contact me and 
give me ·your· name. That way maybe the one.s who would· like to camp 
toget~ar can dos~. This would also allow .for planning-an agreeable 
camping area so that the ones staying incabins or mot.eJ,s would be able 
to join us in the evenings for a get together. The~e are plans for 
identification signs ·to mark our camping area around the dam. 
Tentatively we are looking at the ·north side because it seems to have 
the most facilitins. Hopefully it won't be full by the time we get 
there Friday evening. If it is we will go to the area directly east 
o.f it. Note ths ::ay un Lhe folluwin6 JJc1.6 t!;. 
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THE PRESIDENT I S MESSAGE Cont;-

X 

?.-t I) ;c,, 
10-L l..i.:.S 
Q.ri I- Ls 

X 
f Lee rr i<!_ 

,-ioc 1-.C..fS 

_::,s of today tr_e six cabins on the south end of the dam area are 
not rented for this weekend. They have kitchen facilities and are 
~bout one block from a cafe. The single cabins rent for )8.16 a night, 
one double cabin for )10.20 a night, and for four people ~14.00 a 
night. We- were told that they would be happy to put extra cots in 
them if necessary. For reservations call 112-405-626-4731. 

There is one motel in Jet, Oklahoma. It has six units and is 
called the Great Salt Plains Motel. There are two motels in Cherokee, 
Oklahoma, The Katy Inn south of town -and the Plains Motel in toi:1n on 
the main street. Mr. Harms runs the Plains Motel and has 20 units. 
He gave me these guaranteed prices as of March 8, 1976; singles ~8.00, 
doubles ~10.00, family of 3 - ~16.00, family of 4 - $17.00 per night. 
Bank Americard and Master Charge are accepted. He asked that anyone 
interested would make advance reservations to Mr. Harms at 

·112-405-596-3311 in Cherokee, Oklahoma. 

A few tips on equipment, clothing and vehicle care. You will 
need a shovel or round-point for digging. A can or small handled pan 
for washing the crystals from the sand, a container or box and wrapp­
ing material for transporting your finds back home. Beer flats, paper 
toweling and newspaper are excellent for keeping th~se delicate 
crystals. .Also your clothing should be old garments that you do not 
Eind getting dirty and wet. On cloudy days in May the wind is cool 
and jackets are necessary. When the su,n shines it is almost imperative 
to wear long sleeve shirts and hats. The sun against the white salt 
and sand can easily cause bad sun burns. Also, plan on taking adequate 
drinking water to the site. by the time that you leave your clothes 
will be full of sand and salt, so if you don 1 t plan on washing them 
until you get home take along a large plastic bag. As soon as possible 
after visiting the Salt Plains your vehicle should have a very 
thorough washing of the painted surface and also underneath. Salt has 
a very corrosive action. Don 1 t forget to --vacuum and clean the inside 

too. ~~[,~½ 
~ 0 



-.. ~ - - . -·" • .. -- - - -. . ., -A ,. r: 1 o 7 c. 
jj.a;lti-i .. ,,..I • L l," __ ...:;;,.; - - _;_,·...:...:, ,h. V - i.J. :J p . 7 i..; 

: he ~>ebruary meeting of the board of directors was held on the 5th at 
the home of .Jon Garter, t 1-01- Driftwood blr., with ei.,,ht board members 
present. Cammi ttee i::1ernbers J imbur::.,er. Glen Li tzenber. was a c;uest. 

}resident Larry bi5ley, called the meetins to order. iinutes of the 
,January meetin::::: were read and approved with the correction of scholar 
ship fund. ·:.the .n.uerican Federation ..:.,cholarship fund is fro::1 the kitty 
and auction. 
':i.'he certificates are for the club scholarship fund for local scholar-­
ships. 

Treasurer report by .~ohn Harrison, ~1r., and approved as read . 
.0ills were read by the treasurer. i. oved by ~loward iaylor to approve 
bills as read, seconded .van Carter. Garried . 

. ari ta .wigley read applications from i}onald and 1. arie ~,aars and . ,Obert 
and Sylvia ..Janiels for membership. lotion by lloward Taylor to approve 
to membership, seconded Don Carter~ qarried. 

F.~L informatinn was read, a.t'1.d a motion by 1)oward 1.eaylor to pay dues of 
:-' 1 0. 00. .0ues are due .1 an. 1 and delequient ; ar. 1 , seconded /lassie 
Li tz1mberg. Jarried . 
..'ohn :i:arrison, ..Tr., presented bill for audit for ;;J5. 00 for a'.on 
.i!.berhiem. , otion }lossie Li tzenber. to pay the audit bill, seconded 
helda Oliver. Carried. - · 

.uon Carter needs r.c ... 5 for Iage ~~·rophy for ribbons and l'O. 6 for 
_,ixstine. r: hese will be show vouchers .. 

.i2.nvelopes and letterheads were discussed. A motion by von ,.;arter to 
get them printed as per san:ple and cost supplied by Gem rress, seconded 
rioward iaylor. Carried. 1000 each, blue ink . 

.. ocer I abian discussed the lall show. I'.eeds help in set tine up :/riday , 
nite and also on ~aturday .. toger will get the callin3 committee on this 
for more help and displays. 

Don Carter spoke on pro@;rams. .i.Oger labian is proc;ram chairman and they 
v1ould like ,.:,:J.00. 00 to help defray the cost of some of the people who 
can supply us with interestinc pro;2;rams. A motion by John Harrison, .._Tr. 
we use the fi..__:ure of not more than /1.50. 00 fir entire year for proc;rams 
for the club meetin.:_s, seconded Flossie Litzenberg. Carried. 

~1 im ; arbur~~er :;ave a report on the 1976 show progress. Btill needs a 
rock Pile chairman. dll have discount tic}~ets and flyers at· the 
Februiry ceneral meetin:. 
A discussion on the lap .,ay G:tabher l1ad ruined at the last show. 'l'he 
Fresident, Larry LigleJ,, appointed /ohn Harrison, .sr. as a committee of 
one. r otion howard ' ... aylor we malrn settlen·:ent to nay Grabher' s satisfac­
tionp seconded r:or;:na 1.iller. Carried. 
n e shoul s;et a policy set on this so they will not be carried so lon.e: 
from here on. 

LJOOr prizes were discussed. It was decided that we could us certificates 
for the February meetin,; to be redeemed l:.~,· the treasurer at the ; arch 
0how. A motion by :.3'lossie Li tzenber6 we make certificates of .,5. 00, 
-.iJ,00 and -i:,2.00 for the l"eoruar~T meetin0 to be used at the i arch ;.;how. 
~econded. Carried. 
Also discussed was material for additional door prizes. ~,e are to 
advertise in the } 2. ;.;, for members to brine; material to be stored and 
it will he put out i or door prizes at. the meetings, wi tl1 the bala.11.ce to 
be used for silent auction at the end of the year. 



:'.)_. 

LOA.ctD i·.Ii':U'J::;s---continuea. 

A :motion by :-:award s:aylor we pay expense voucher from lei tty and auction 
to· ~ .. atie ~teintremmer for ..,:1.57. 1.4 for A'i.2> scholarsgip fund, i:teconded Don 
Carter. Carried. 

::. i'..-O rock swap chair:.:1an at this meetin.?tirne . 
. 'Sohn iLarrisorY, 0_r. p bade nonination fo:t ·:.tOger rabian as 1.977 ~how 

Ghairman, ~,.,_otion howard '.i.aylor ;:.oninaticms cease, secondEld <' .. Oarried. 
' ' ~ . ·'--. 

,viscur::sion on 1980 show. 11. bid should be put in before April 10, 1.976. 
Loard had 7 in favor of a l9i30 show. 
lotion tJOhn Harrison, ,jr., we have 71.oger Iabian give a forrnal p:r,esen­
ta..tion to :membership that we, the club, do put in a bid for the·J.9CO 
show,- seconded. Carried. · 

text board meetin:~. Larry Lis:ley' s home . arch 5, 1976. 

1 otion to adjourn, ~John Earriosn, Jr. 

he.lo.a Oliver, .~ecretary 

'.t, 
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FULL SPEED AHEAD 

LINCOLN C' Er AND r:tNERAL CLUB 
18th Annual 

GEM AND rr.INERAL SHOW 

r!arch 27-28, 1976 
(9 A,M,-9 P.M,) (10 A,M.-6 P.N.) 

New Agricul turr-.1 Hall 
NEBRASKA STATE PAIR GROUNDS 

A BICENTENNIAL EVENT 

The preview Show members had at 
the Gallery r.~all in th.e Gatev,ay 
Shopping Center/· Satur.'.day, Februru:y 

· 14, · 1976 was a great success. 
There were 32 cas~~ displayed, Roger 
Fabian was chairman of the event and 

he surmised around 1,000 people saw the Show. Flyers 
and 25¢ coupons were thBr-e'-for-the taking and those 

that took them did not throw them away. We checked the 
~.tiall for litter and there wasn''t any of our material. 

~eaning that people were interested enough to at least take the in-
formation home with them. Some visitors came to our regular meeting 
of February 28. A lot of questions were answered at the Show. There 
had been publicity in the -newspap.:.rs and on the radio statiC'ns a.bout 
the Show, 

NOWI \'.1e must a11 · work for our BIG Show on rrarch 27-28, We need more 
c'ases entered~r display or competition. This is your opportunity 
to show your bragging material. Be: willing to show it for the b~rief i:c 
of the Club. John H§.rrison, 927-23.37 (no toll) will need to know '"hat 
space you will need. · · 

Helpt will be needed to set up tho Show on Friday, rfarch 26 .. \le will 
start setting up the tables at 10 A .rt. and hope to get them set up by 
noon, ready for the Dealers to move in. 

Pour more Dealers arc going to set up. They arcr Hutscll's Rock Shop 
from Dluc Springs, Mo,, Johnson's Agate co, from T!iankato, i:inn., 
San Juan Gems from .Cortez, Colo •• and Snowy R!".nge Rc·c~ ShC'lp from 
Laramie, Wyo. 

Three more chairmen have been nppointcd: Ticket sales - Art Howlett. 
Rock Pile - Ray Lambert and Security - Glen Lyman. They will be call­
ing on you for help·; 

The Judge's Critique will be hald on Saturday at 4 P.M, in room B 
upstairs. This will be exhibitor's opportunity to learn how they cnn 
improve their displays. 

The Social hour will be held after 9 'p,M. on Saturday. This year it 
will be downstairs, because it was some ~rowded last year. However the 
cakes you bring during tho day should be stored upstairs in the cup­
boards and the committee will bring them down to serve. 
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From.the Editor's ·Desk.~.-~he-fin~ ~~ather we've been having rerinds 
one that spring is jl)st around tl1~ corner. To a Rockhound that means 
field tripping. There will be the usual Club-sponso.:r'ed-trips, and also 
many individual trips by famili_es •· c:1.i. ·;good '..p1,ace,: to h_unt is Wyoming. 
Here are a few places you may .,wa.nt to hunt aft-ates: .. 

Rainbow Agates ... Fremont Count:y - Along the wi}{d.:River near Riverton. 

r,:Toss Agates ... Fremont C'ounty ..:._·. (Sou.thV,(Efst· ',of Wind. River 
Sweetwatet River - Along Sage Hen p~ee~, 
northwest. of Spli:t Ro-ck. · · 

· •. ' . ) . ·"' . . 

and north of 
18 miles 

• • ' ; :· '. l .. • ·". '. .'.a :\'..::· .\:': ;_~· ... ,. :,,(< ~!: ;/ 
Gon1obas1s Agate;·Green River Basin - Found in flint layer capping 

buttes alor:i-g Highway JO betwe~.n B,;Lc~~ks Fork, west of Green River anc1 

tOwn of Granger, ··--·· ·· __ ., __ ...... 

Banded Agates ... Big Horn CountY,, -'.1'.~12 miles northeast of Lovell, south 
of the Pryer Mountains in Dryhead,pr,-ee~ area. 

Platte County - veins.are found a few miles northeast 
of Guernsey. (The~e. are locally,i~i;i9.wn a 8 .0 );qµpgite 11

). 

V • i • • .• .. ; .. ~; ; : :':'1 .... ,i i._i ;: 

A bulletin Rock Hunting Sug~e~tions fqfrr wuonil.ng:,may be obtained from 
. :r-. :-·!-:·· ,.,-.,···rr·i:1· J:·1r~ LJr- :)i"'t j\, __ :,. -

Geolog.1;c0:+ ~.urye,;y; .0!1,-,\J_yoming .' 
Box "J.008 · Urii'ye'r:~s.ity ::S;iiation .. - .: 
La~arfr{e , \ityo , ~{Q,71:: :.:>· . ·H 

·''--: . ., .. , 
'c • ,:; ( , ' , 

- ~ - .- - - -
: • I '_ • ; ;· f 

,' -. 

Sweetwat0r .A§.ate ... Named for Sweetwater County, Wyoming in which 
!hey are ~ound, Dicqvered about 1880 and::,_Fl:fsprLiq.e:Q:;·in the Mineralog-
ist Mae:azine about 35;, Y,_~ars ago. (r. yr... - ,-. n 

This. fine quality "Moss." (Pyrolusi te) J~ga'.fe.~::1£fanslucent to opaque, 
is not large, seldom :~den over two ihchGs ir:i:' size .. LY>: 

These agates are especi_ally suited. for cabachpn fUttJ}'.lg as no sawing 
is required. The,::. trE1~n;slucent to 'clear spec,ii:rien.$~ are,t b@.st for this .us·~ • 

. c. ,,·; ; : ·;· -I· . . · ;- · ·: .. . · -· · · · · · _:,n:: 

The material is uraniferous c1-nd mqst+ specimens, .e;hov,1 a._ distinct 
yellowish-green fluorescence under 1.h~~ sl:1pr::t;' ·wave .. ultraviolet lamp. 

:. .. . ·.c'':.. .·:, 

L'Tost of ·,th~ ·~county" -rooks of Wyoming •af~ high i~ '(uranium) radio­
activity. The percolating ground waters which deposited the agate, 
chalcedony and silicified the woods and oth~r: pJqnt _,life of this L; c 
region, pi,cke:d up the uranium as it se&-pe_c( 'thrOu,g.b' .. ;t'he roc:k, . . ..-:, ,1 

. l..{ ·:: R_ock Rustler's News via Getn ·:city Rock Ne,w:s _; ., 

The sea-C'40Umb.er wears a unique cap·C· of ·rriic:roscopic' .r;eddish i;'.ori ·bea,F1s 
jl,lpt under ,i:t1's,-sk.in,' T.he se2. ·sTue:-like· chiton has tcfo;th ~:if;A:ron,_-,·:._A·r. 
mollusk, the limpet, has "ivories" of opal. These are examples of an­
mals which have been able to duplicate &eological processeq:, DF, :Hein,z 
Low!enstam. ocf.r. Cal. InstittitaFof Technology, has captured a ·number of · . 
these small d.e.ep-soa creatUt'Ei£f ahd is :feoc'fing ·the:-, en a mud diµt en- , .) 
richoc1 with '.-Slight amounts ofi r'aclioact1ve .iron. He hopes to find why c' 
and how the iron beads 2..re fo'rrri'ed. · "-, ' · 

Christian Science ~~nitor via Rak-Tok 
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GATErJAY CE!ITER MALL SH01'l,-----A successful production 

Many thanks to the members who helped present the mall show at Gateway 
Shopping Center. Hy apologies to those members who came in with materials to 
display and found that we had run out of cases. rJe are grateful for the enthus­
iasm shown by the members for this event and really sorry that we ran out of 
display cases. 

\7e had many fine displays and the members who worked at the mall handed 
out numerous discount passes for the show. Quite a few persons visited our booth 
and a nurnber of the visitors were on the guest list at the regular club oeeting 
on the 28th. I think that this attests to the success of the mall show. 

Participants included Stan and Hazel Greenwade; Norma :Miller, Tom Simmons, 
.Larry and Marita Bigley, Glenn and Flossie Litzenberg, John Harrison, Jim Har­
burger, J. D. and Myrtle Young, Ewald and l,uella Paul, Don earter and family, 
Richard Langley, Ray Lambert, Bud '.'!asser, Howard and Marie Taylor, Ray and Kathy 
Grabher, Helena Baegl 1 Irl and Lois Everett, Art Howlett, Herm Spomer, Lynn and 
Marie Hells, 4-H Petrified Pebble PU)S 1 Jim, Phyllis, and Linda Parks, Evelyn 
Ulrich, Jerry Carter, and Roger Pabian. Many thanks are also due to Mario Carveth 
and the calling coi:nnittee who helped get displays by telephoning efforts. 
Thanks are also due to the person who displayed the fine case ef calcite near 
the east end of the tables---if your name is not mentioned above, my apologies. 
l'Je discouraged nembers from placing their names in cases for security reasons. 
V!e tried to h:eep all of the records straight so if we missed anybody else, let 
us say a hearty thanl;.: you,' 

The most impressive thing about the mall show was the interest the members 
showed in producing it and the interest the general public showed in seein~ it, 
Many people sl?cnt quite a bit l'lf time looking over the individual cases and some 
of the merchants were saddened that we were staying only for Saturday, the 14th. 

It is difficult to decide which display was the most popular but a short 
census of people crowding around cases indicated that it was either Gems on 
Location or Myrtle Young's fine display of state birds and state gems, Hell dclne 
Lincoln Gem and :Mineral Club of 1962 and Hyrtle Young! 

Tho informal atnosphere of the mall show was most enjoyable. Nobody really 
worked too hard or too many hours straight. He all had a chance to take plenty 
of coffee breaks and time to visit with the many spectators. It is my opinion 
that tho Lincoln Gem and_Mineral Club created a very high image for the public 
and that many of the visitors at the Gateway Mall Show will visit us at the big 
show later this month, 

Thank you again to all of the participants. 

R(')ger Fabian 

A Yugoslavian authority on Karst topography writes that: "Yamas are usually 
the relics of ancient ponors but are not infrequently formed simultaneously with 
the lapios, 11 Yes---it I s true. 

ABOUT THE MARCH PROGRAM -

Mr, Doherty has taken 45 trips into the Bancroft, Ontario, r~gion and is most 
familiar with the geology and mineralogy of the area, In addition to his own 
collecting, Mr. Doherty has participated in and conducted a number of field trips 
to the area' for Hayne State University of Detroit, Michigan. Mr. Doherty reports 
that over 200 minerals are native to the area and many are rare and unique, Slides 
will cover geological phenomena, mineral specimens, and methods of collecting in 
this exciting area. 
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LABELING FOR COlIPETITIVE DISPLAYS-----

The following was to have been presented at the regular February meeting, 
Since tioe ran short, tho highlights of tho short talk are presented below. 

1, To earn tho maYimum points allowable, it is only necessary that information 
called for in tho un:Lforo rules be included on the label. Credit can be deducted 
fror;i tho total score only for those errors specified in the uniforn rules book. 
These include such errors as spelling, incorrect formulae, incorrect locality data, 
mis-spelled locality names, incorrect identifications of minerals or fossils, and 

. incorrect no.mes for r.1inoral and ge1:1 varieties. 

2, Credit may not be deducted for sloppy worknanship on labels, lack of neat­
ness of labels, colors of labels, size of labels, etc. Labels may be printed on 
such a combination of materials such as crayon on a brown sack, ball point pen on 
a chowing gum wrapper, comnorcially printed on a small card, and india ink on a 
cigarette paper. If all of tho spellings arc correct, tho formulae are correct, 
and no.no of the errors mentioned above can be found, the judges may not deduct any 
credit for labeling, They may deduct credits for showmanship, however. 

3. ItJ. any judging point co.tegory no more credit rJay be deducted for labels 
than the point category allows, For e~anple, if a certain point category allows 
10 points for labeling, then tho judges nust stop deducting points for labels when 
discropencies totaling 10 points arc reached. Judges must itemize each deduction. 

4. To oarn all of the labeling points possible, the e··hibitor should chock 
.each spelling carefully with that given in the recognized authority. Chemical 
formulae for t1inerals should be chocked against those given in the recognized 
authorities. Recognized authorities are listed in tho current edition of the AFW3 
uniform ru·les. Supplenontal inforoation should also bo carefully chocked, Chock 
to soc that tho varieties of gem naoes arc recognized in tho AFHS gem list. 

5. Do not make 6ranr.1atical errors. Be sure a variety namo will stand alone as 
a noun and is not an adjective or adverb that noods a word to bo modified, For 
oxaliplo, Quartz, variety Ar1ethyst will stand since amethyst is a noun. Quartz, 
variety sr.1oky will not stand since smoky is an adjective. You must use Quartz, 
variety smoky quartz, etc. This is a fine point but it can cost an exhibitor if 
the judge recognizes this grammatical rule. 

6, To garner all of the showma,n.s.4ip points, neat labels help considerably, 
All of ·tho labels should be of the sane size and same color. It is not necessary 
that the labels be white. If labels are typewritten, be sure that all aro done 
with tho sar.1e typewriter at tho same time. Typewriter ribb.ons nay dry out and tho 
label done a nonth later than the rest 1:iay appo£1.r somewhat lighter. A label that 
is typed in a difform t face of typo will look out. of. place in a case, as will a 
label that is of a drfferont size or color. Labels that arc mixed sizes give a 
splotchy appearance to tho case. Bo sure that all of tho labels arc clean and th£1.t 
none aro smudged. If you have tho tir.io and patience, a LeRoy or Letterguido sot 
will help ·r.iakc nic'or · 1abclS.' If ·you havo tho money, a commercial printer can r.121:o 
tho prettiest labels~ 

7. Conmercial printers, Lett~rguides, super electric typewriters with tho 
solect;ivo typo fo.cos ·and super carbon ribbons,. however, will not ov<:;rcomo curoloss 
use of tho roforonce tilc,torials· neodod to put tho proper inforwition on ·1a.bols. 
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·--------~~ ·----Drawing borrowed 
from 

Calumet Gem 

. . 

When the American Federation of 
~ineralogical Societies was found­
ed in 1947, one cf the reasons 
fer it's organization was that 
only through the strength and . 
cooperation cf many clubs could 
lar&e objectives be achieved, 
such as scholarships for students, 

The Fund was st2.rted at tho AFr'iS 
convention in Portland, Oregon, 
Sept. 4, 1959 with an initial 
f;QO. 00 donation by Mr. Howell 
Levell, Past President of the 
California Federation. This was 
followed ·by a pledge of $100.00 
by r.ifr, Henry Graves from the 
Gemcrafter of Miami. 

In 1963 Articles of incorpera­
tion were drawn up, methods of 
selecting avvard. winners outlined, 
and By-Laws drawn up so as to 
control all expenditures through 
the officers of the AFMS Scholar­
ship Foundation, Inc. 

. The AFMS Scholarship Foundation, 
Inc. became a Minnesot2. Corporation on March 18, 1964. At the 1964 
March meeting of th·e h.FF'IS at San .l,.ntonio the Foundation became c1. real­
ity. The members of the Foundation are the President, and the Vice 
President of the i1.FI"S. 

The Foundation grew.ste8.di1y. The initial objective of the Foundation 
was established as $50fooo.oo. ~he income from this amount would 
provide for Scholarships. i'!i th a membership of the AFI'.1S at ever 
45,000 me~bers a c6ntribution of $1.00 per member, plus other contri-
butions would achi~ve the objective. · 

i'!hen a Club hac', contributed the equivalent of $1.00 per member, they. 
were. awc).rded 2. One Hundred· Percent- Certific2.to. The Gemcrafter of 
~iami was the first Club to achieve 1,000%, 

By 1970 the Funt exceeded $75,000, i11 1970 five students each tc re­
ceive 2 two'""ye2.r gr·~nt of $500 psr ye2_r were selected. In 1971 !er 
the first time six grants of $750 each year £or the two-year pericd 
was ma~e possible, The $100,000 mark was reachec', In 1973 the f~nd 
nearly reached $150,000, The ne~ gcal is $250,000~ In c~der to l~­
crease a fTant by $50 for six students fer a two-year per 1oc1

, the in­
crease from an additional $12,000 is required. 

Florence Bcrinf, Scholarship Chairman, reports that $13,62 was contri­
bute,1 to the Scholaship Func'1, at the Janu·ary meeting; $12, 36 at the 
February meeting. 
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NELDA'S NEWS: 

Congratulations to Florence Boring, one of 
twenty top Nebraska women honored by the 
Nebraska Int(:;)rnational Women's Year Coalition 
on the 156th Anni.\tei-sary of the Sufferage, 
Susan D, Anthony book, Florence was' selected 
by the 99's, which is an international womens 
pilots organi~atian. 

Every year the committee that plans the news 
letter for The Noihardt Foundation meets the 

They are starting to work on the annual Hei:-iardt Foundation 
Day, 

You will be asked at the next feneral meeting.·to help contribute to the ref~eshment 
committee, A paper will be passed and you will be asked to sign to help bring 
refreshments ato a future meeting, PLEASE he~p this committee, 

i 

The Gemstone & Gemology classes at the Communiversity at Nebraska Center has 
seventeen enrollees.: In addition,to this an iinformal seminar in Rock Cqllecting 
also at Nebraska Center has 20 in_ attendance. _.,]3Qg.~r_ra~ian reports on the _above, 

• . . .,, ..... ~· ·.,..,,,, • ·:.,• s.l:;>.· •.·. ,•; 

Hazel Greenwade needs cakes for the 1976 show. Call her in the evening at - · 
- 466..,.4788 and volunteer to bring a cake. 

Dorothy Engelhart is still planning on surgery, as soon as her doctor feels she is 
.strong enough. Members remember her with cards to her home. 

Did you sign up for cases for tho 1976 show? All members should try to put in 
at least one case, Call John Harrison,· Jr. or Flossie Litzenberg if you wish to 
display, 

More news items - courtesy Marita, Evelyn, Luella and Filled in by Phyllis -

To start with - My thanks to Marita who cq.Ille over and did some of the artwork to 
stencil for this month, as well as typing.up the President's message - bet she can 
read his writing better than.anyone else can. 

Good to see Frank (Lefty) Rule back from th~ southwest looking tanned and healthy. 
That desert air must agree with him, plus the visiting with rockhounds from all over 
the country, 

We all wish Luella and Ewald Paul.a safe andinterestlng vacation as they leave for 
Mexico and all its fascinating features. · , .· · · 

We must warn Marie Wells to watch out f'or those tiny cars - especially when they 
are tucked in behind pick up trucks. Not tryinr, to be f'unny Marie - just don't 
want to sec such a busy and active club member involved in bruising accidents. We 
are rratef'ul that.no fractures or other really serious damage was done. Take care 
of' yourself'! · 

Looks as if we will be well represented at the show·in Kansas City as Marie and 
Howard Taylor are going and Roger Fabian has been planning to take flyers and 
discount tickets f'or several weeks. Bet there will be others as it is always such 
a f'ine show. 

We're really sorry that the IOOFHall got a contract for Thursday evenings so that 
we could not have our March 25th meeting as planned. We were l,ooking forward to the 
fine program arranged by Roger Fabian, '76 Program Chairman as 'well as the feature 
arranped by Marie Wells, Educational Chairman, Selenite Crystals presented by 
Joella Olson. 
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BICENTENNIJ.L SENSE ;cND NONSENSE -- edited by J .D. Yeung 

BR,\INY BIRDS-Pi\.NICKED POODLES- CHAMPION CHARTER 

We who Observe animal behavior, wild or domestic, enjoy one of life's 
greatest pleasures. J~ni111als may exhibit seemingly real intelligence, 
not ®re instinct. This article may provide some understandable 
evidence. 

After my appeal at the January LGl'fC meeting for interesting anecdotes, 
I received 2. note from member, Judy Vfrtl t, cescribing her experience 
while hunting agates one summer late afternoon. She noticed a young 
male pheasant followec:1. her in her search, It returned to it's cover 
after she entered her c2.bin. One may wonder, are there such things 
as feathered rockhounds? 

Birds are known to show great ingenuity in their quest for food, and 
some use unique methods in opening shellfish, but agate scrounfers 
must be rare. That ringneck, no doubt, must have been a dedicated 
agate fan- Fairburns prefE:rredl They would certainly be "the Cadillac" 
of Pet Rocks for one's gizzard. Agreed? 

That agate-pheasant story reminded me of an amusing animal-oriented 
drama witnessed in Crawford, Nebrask2: city park, September, 1968. My 
wife, f".'Iyrtle, and I were having a picnic lunch with Poet Laureate, 
Dr. John G. Neihardt. His c1evotect French poodle, Jacquet, was secured 
by a long chain leash nearby. 

Scon 2.fter the meal began, we noticed 2, camp-tramp crow had come over 
to socialize with the tethered dog. It was apparently grounded by in­
jury, 2.n0 unable to fly. The poet once remarked that J2.cquet was so 
Franco-bred he could bark in classical French! Now, what the bewild­
ered pooch needed was to parlez common American crow. He strained at 
the leash, beggin[ protection from the bold, feathered menace. 

Sensin& the fog's reluctance, the fearless birc1 siezed the vibrating, 
stubby-tail in it's beak, and began to pull, That did not enhance 
canine-avian detante! We wondered what maneu~er ~ould follow this in 
the conflict. 

The crowis strategy was socn evident, es 
braced, 2.nd gave rm obvious "heave-he" . 
forgetting his French, was whimpering in 
while v,e · three humans almost roared v"i th 

it then grasped the chain, 
By this time poor Jacquet, 
c1.nguished "poodle-eze", 
laughter. 

New, believe,,this or not, the impish bird released the leash, and 
brisl{:ly hobbled av,1ny, Soon it returned with a piece of c2.st-off bread 

continued next µ3.ge 

' ' 
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peace offering. Jacquet could not be appeased, 

r':y trusty little instam2.tic- camera recorded .much of these unbeliev2.ble 
"shen~niganst~.;.;, so it is really documented. Who says animals 2.rc dumb? 

Enough of animal stories, so now something of classical acac1emic 
history in Nebraska. For this clipping I am indebted to rfarie Carveth, 

Dic1. You Know That--.-The Charter Act creating the University cf 
Nebrask2 that was passed by·:the Legislature Feb, 15, 1869, 
was unique in American higher ec1ucation. It stated th2..t '"Ihc 
object cf such institution sh2ll be to afford to the inhnbit~nts 
cf this st2.te the means of acquiring a thorough knowledge :f the 
vari: us branches of literature, science, and the arts." The term 
inhnbi t2.nts included citizens of all ages in Nebrask2.. r::any 
similar charter acts directed such institutions to provide 
education for young people without mentioning other residents 
of the state. 

Thenks~ an~ I hope more contributions come to me. J,D.Y, 

BLACK MESA 

The lcte.st mystery of the BlPck rrresa, an eerie rnount2.in of l2v2 in the 
Okl2.horr2.. P2.nhandle, is stirring nev-.1 interest among prcfessicn?.l anr·1 

p_rr2,teur rrchaeolog ists. F0ur states-Cr lorado, K0 ns2"s, New Mexic.r, rmc'1 
Te}·2.s-corner ne?.r Black rresa, which has yieldec:1 many relics of the 
p2.st, including the r~mains of dinosaurs 2.nc'l hairy mammoths. But the 
ne\vest find by R. Truman Tucker, 70-year-olc" retired rancher, whc has 
trnmpec. thB are2, all his life is minc'1boggling in its possible scope, 

.Tucker has found what he believes to be human footprints in what leeks 
like Dakcta Stnclstone, a cretc1.ceous formation laid down _during the age 
of din0 saurs. Thf'.t, of course, is considered impossible by archeolcg­
ists 2.nd rcclcfists v1ho set man's existence millions of years after 
the cli11;csauer c1.ge, Tucker and the other students of the region say 
they·Elre waitingfor a qualified team of,archaeologists and geolcfists 
tc study· _the area vihere the footprints were found and lend their ex­
pertise io 2.n explan2.tion, Bill Burch?.rcl.t, ·editor of "Oklahoma Tcc1.ay" 
rr:ag2.zine who has studier. the Black Mesa region for a couple of c'ecades, 
is 2.mon[ those who want a scientific determination of the signific2.nce 
cf the stones, "The mere I work in the area, the more I am convincec 
thnt it is the cradle of civilization for North America", Burchardt 
saicl ~-

The interesting area high in the northwest corner of the Panhanc1 le, 
rises 4,978 feet 2.bove sea level. A plctteau capped with la.va left 
by a lcnf' extinct volcctno, it's Oklahcma's highest "Mountain", yet 

· it· is as fl2.t on top as· Fl K2.nsas prairie. Tucker won't tel1 anycne 
the location of the prints; he's seon too much vandalism and thievery 
Airectod at relics in the past, "It's a shame there hasn't been some 
w2.y tc protect that area", s::i.ys Burch2.rdt. He recalled an incident 
in whicl1 a resident of the f,f:esa area hac'. to go into the he spi tal and 
upon returninr; he found a huge petrified fC'rest near his property de­
secrated. It was obvid-us they must have come in with almost a somi­
trai:ler nnc1 hnuled it out. 

K.C, Star, Grr'.vel Gazette via·The T-Teen Rockhound 
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TRICKS OF THE TRADE 

A casting fl2.sk fillec vri th investment mPy be set swiftly by sprink­
ling a few gr~ins of table salt en investment. This causes a chemical 
reaction which dries the investment fast withcut eistorting the mculd. 

v.'hen m2.king mc1.ny small melds 2.t 0nce, lay wcrk cut en charcoal, c•r 
preferably magnesium block, File srlder ever paper. Paint or drench 
wcrk in flux. Sprinkle solc"er filings on joints so2ked in flux. Use 
.a feather flame. Heat entire v,rcrk until sr lder flews. Check with loop 
tc be suro nll v1elc1.s h2.ve weldef!. correctly before mcving. If net, 
repeat prOcess on unwelcled sections. Make sure metal fits together 
evenly and is clean, before welding. 

When so Idering with flux, paint areas on 1rhich ycu fl.en' t ·want tc get 
sol1er with Frahch white and water, yellow ocher and water, or jewel­
er's rc:uge and water. Cl2.y and water may be used if nothing else is 
available. 1.'!hen finished, wash piece with tooth brush and water, 

*Southwest smelting and Refining Co. is new producing ·silver solder 
paste which contains no cadmium, The ccntainer is fitted with a 
syringe so that the solder can be squirted c'1irectly en the v.'crk. 

For polishing inside cf heads or small areas, take a wooden shafted 
cue tip and mount in a flexible shaft. Apply polish compound to ccttcn 
nncl polish away. 

Glen Ulrich, Jeweler 

Speed Up Pclishing, .. Take lint from ycur clothes dryer lint catcher 
and add it to 'the polishing compound for tumbling. It speeds up the 
polish 2.nd prevent ... ;: chipping, 

Rcckfinder via Gem City Rock News 

De you hhve the problem of pails ~foil- waiting to settle out? 
-while on holidays this· year, I was talkin& to a dealer in Kalispel, 

Ont, She asked me how I cleaned my oil and then showed me some­
thing I found hare: to believe. When she drained the oil from her saw, 
she poured it into a brovm paper grocery bag,-the job is done a 
let quicker and cleaner, It takes 24 hours to strain the .c· il from 
a 14" saw 2.nd when you are finished all the clean-up you have tc de 
is throw away the brown paper bag in the garbage. 

Laverne ililloughby frcm Fossil Trails via 
Magma 

To achieve a good pre-polish, try this little trick, When you come 
to the 600 ;rit paper, apply pumice to the paper, then proceed as 
usual. This enables you to attain the ultimate high shine from the 
fin2.l polish. 

Skagit Gems via Pick and Chisel 

Tc remove dopping 1A7gx from your sanding drum, get a small piece 
(lx2") cf new 100 er 220 sanding cloth and hand rub this over the 
2.re1:t cc,ntaminated by the clopping v'aX. A few strokes in. a circular 
motion will remove 2.11 traces rf the w2.x. 

The G e00.c 
*Swest Inc. (Formerly Southwest Smelting & Refining) 
431 Isom Rc1. Sc!.n li.ntonio, Texas 78216 
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\!aJ:'ril-11- On Silver SolOer Co:::::n:A::dmiull' /~/ sLrL r 
from Science News and the Machinist Paper \--·-· Mi.- I I ·)·· 

\ ~, . . 

"The hobbyist v1ho uses silver solder containin; cadmium \, tL--=J / 1 

metal may be fl irtin:-f with a serious heal th hazard ancl not,, ____ ,..,/ 
know it'', said Dr. Paul Joliet of the.U.S. Public Services 

.division 9f accident prevention. 

Another poisonous metal has taken it's toll, The United States Public 
Health Service recently reported two deaths traced to impropet use 
of silver solder containin~: the metal, cadmium. 

This r:0 et2.l gives a stron:; adhesive quality for joining r,issimilar 
metals, Cad ~ium is found in solder commonly used in the aerospace 
and jewelry industries. 

In one of the fatal cases, the ~orker tol~ his doctor that he had 
been workinf \'!ith ammonia. He neglectec to mention silver solder. 
The doctor dia/7.nosed the illness as ammonia poisoning. Tissue tests 
after his death revealed cadmium poisonin?, 

,The Divisiop Qf Occupational Health emphasizes that all silver 
s6lders dd hot contain cadmium. It is used only in certain types 
of silver solder. The commonly used tin-based solders do not present 
this hazard. Vhenever cadmium-based solder is used, precautions should 
be taken to .avoid breathing the solder fumes, ana to assure the 
V.1rrk area is \.e] 1 venti1atecl. SoJ ,'ers cont2cining the poisonous in-· 
F-:rec1i nt 2.re supposed to be clearly labeJ.ecl v:ith a warning, However, 
the Health Service says that ~any are not properly labeled, 

The sympto~s of cad~ium poisoninc are similar to th~sc of a cold or 
virus.· -At first, a burninf sens2tion and tirhterting is noticed in 
the throat ancl chest. The boc1y .temperaturr rises, as cough accompan-­
i~d by ~ifficulty in breathinI also occurs, 

The time from exposure to the first syrr,ptoms usually rarn;.es from 
four to six hours. In non-fatal cases, the Health Service reports 
that a permanent form of bronchitis couJ.d result, 

Dr. Gor~on Sio&el, Chief of the Occupation ~edical Section of the 
He2_lth Service, rGports additional clangers. 1-'ith the popularity of 
home-m2de projects and sma11 home torches replacin2 soldering irons 
more c2el111 ium bear in;_ solo er is fincUng it's v1ay into homes. 

The torches are ~uch hotter than solderin2 irons anf therefore emit 
more fumes in a shorter tiIT'e, Pl2nts may be properly ventilated; Dr, 
Sie:: 1 points out, but most ho~es are not. 

Dr. Sief 1 Kakes a fina1.plea. He asks 211 workers to inform their 
f2.mily c'loctors about their ,iobs 2nd v•hat typ- ss of materials they 
handle. Occupational diseases can be diagnosed incorrectly because 
of lack of information. 

via Cedar Valley Gems 
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JUNIOR PJ.GE 

A favorite theme of a Grade Z science fiction movie is the return, 
by one means or another, of prehistoric creatures to terrorize the 
scene. Well, it is a possibility-and we may well bring it about in·· 
the course of mining the ocean bottoms for manganese nodules. The 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration has been doing a 
little mining out in the Pacific to determine the ecological effects 
of ,this about-to-boom industry. It seems that when you bring up l 
manganese nodules from the bottom, you also bring up some sediments. 
And according to New Science (Volume 66, Number 948) NOAA found long­
dormant spores of microscopic plants in the sediment which bloomed 
when ex:~osed to light at the surface. 

The project leader, Dr Oswald A, Roels, warns of the possibility 
that deep ocean mining might bring back to life ancient organisms 
which are otherwise extinct and which might become serious ocean 

,pests since their natural enemies.are now extinct, 

Smithsonian Magazine, Sept. 1975, Gems via Gem Drops 

When the backwoods lad arrived home from school, his father asked 
him what he had learned that day. 

"Well" , the boy replied, u I larnt to spell taters with a P" . 
·-····---·----·---·· ----------

Imaginary Quotes: 

f[rs. Franklin: 
Mrs. Fulton: 
Mrs. Wright: 

"Ben, go fly a kite". 
"Hhat are you all steamed up about, Robert"? 
"Orville and Vlilbur's bicycle business·will never 
get off the ground." 

Mrs. Shakespeare: "Willie always makes play out of his work." 
i'/Irs. ·. Beethoven: "Ludwig must be on the bottle; all I hear lately 

is talk about his fifth." 

Bob Goddard in St. Louis Globe Democrat 
----·· .. ··--··--------------

Teacher: ·what is a volcano? 
Student: A mountain with hiccoughs! 

Expert - a man who makes his mistakes quietly. via Pebble Pushers 

\ 



THE PICK & SHOVEL Volume 16, Issue 8, Page 16 •· MARCH 1976 ----------------------------------------
THE CROWN OF THE ANDES taken from The Pick and Chisel of June 1975 

Sculptured from a solid block of pure Incan gold. - and encrusted with what is said 
to be the largest collection of fine emeralds in the world - this fabulous diadem 
excells most of the crowns in Europe ii1 beauty and value. 

The history of the Crown began in the 16th century in the Spanish territories that 
Pizarro had captured from the Incas of Peru, 

A devastating epidemic, in its sweep across the west coast of South America, had 
spared the city of Papayan, high in the Andes, And the people of the city, 
attrtbuting this miracle to their devotion to the JJlessed Mother, determined in 
[Tatitude to make the most be~utiful crown in the world, 

Into this Crown they poured the gold and em~~alds captured from the Incas. The 
principal jewel is the famous Atahualpa Emerald, which weighs more than 45 carats. 
Skilled lapidaries were brought from Spain. to shape and polish the gems, And, 
after six years of work by 24 expert goldsmiths, the masterpiece ·was finally 
com:;_:,leted, · ' : · 

On Dec9niber 8, 1599, in the great Cathedral at Papayan, amidst i:3panish pomp and 
pagentry, the Crown was placed on·,the .statue ·of the Madonna - Our Lady of the Andes. 

In 1765, the Crown was stolen by pirates, _but quickly recovered and retained by 
the Spaniards until the revolution of 1812/ During succeeding upheavals, the 
Crown was buried in the ground for safekeeping and exhibited in the Cathedral 
only on fiesta days, · 

In 1909·, tl-ie Vatican, by special dispensation, gave the trustees of the Cathedral 
permission to sell the treasure to secure·fW1d~ for hospitals and orphanages -
and though Nicholas II, the Czar of Russia, sept e,nvoys.to purchase it, he and 
his family perished in the Russian Revolution before the sale could be consummated, 

It was not until 1936 that the Crown of the Andes was finally sold to an American 
Syndicate, The great value that ha~ been plac-ed u:pon it by connoisseurs of 
antiquity varies between four and five million dollars. 

Description of the Crown - -

The Crown of the Andes contains 453 genuine emeralds·with a total combined weight 
of 1,521 carats. 

The 17 pear-shaped emeralds that hang as pendants inside the Crown are solid stones 
weighing from 12 to 24 carats each, The Cross is encrusted with 10 jewels. · 

The Crown was carved by hand from a hugf.3 block of 1,ure Incan eold weighing more 
than 100 pounds, Ho portion was cast or soldered, It was literally sculptured 
out of a solid block of gold exactly as a.modern sculptor carves a statue out of 
marble, ·· · · · 

The Crown was made in six sections, joined ,wi.th bolts and nuts of pure gold, so that 
it could be taken apart and buried in.six different places in times of danger, 
If you look closely you will see a number of patches inside the Crown where it 
was rudely re:paired on· the several occasi.ons when it was captured by enemies. 

************* 
If' you had to pay a thousand dollars t6 vote, you would select your candidates 
with utmost care,,,.yet one poorly selected official could cost you many times 
that durinf." his' term of office. . Norman Gabriel 
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Meet Our 

Treasurer 
Milford J. Sharp of 

Fairview Park, Ohio is 
the 1976 Treasurer for 
the Midwest Federation. 
He has had financial ex· 
perience as local treas­
urer for his union. He 
has also been a State 
Director for Ohio. 

Mr. Sharp is now a 
teacher in training of 
workers in installation 
and operation of switch­
ing equipment for Ohio 
Bell Telephone Company. 

Mr. and Mrs. Milford Sharp 

IT'S ALL AMERICAN TIME 

Every club should fill out and mail in its All American entry 
now. This is also the Midwest Merit Award competition. The 
blank appears in the November and January AFMS Newsletters 
and was handed to delegates at Detroit. If your club's Award 
Chairman can't find a copy, I have extras. 

Midwest has always been the leader in this program. It is 
important to us to keep up with our own history and accomplish­
ments, to learn what others are doing, to share our ideas, and 
to participate in the activities of our Federations. Please see 
that your club entry is in the mai I soon. No scrap books th is 
year so your entry shou Id not be too much work. We have had 
many winners and are proud of them all, but we are also proud 
of al I the clubs who have participated. Absolute dead I ine for 
postmark is March 1st. Why not do it now since 1975 is now 
history? 

Judges for the current competition are announced on page 2. 
Mail those entires to me: June Zeitner, Midwest Merit Awards 
Chairman, Mission, South Dakota 57555. 

THIS IS YOUR LAND 

KEEP IT CLEAN 

Plans continue for 
convention 

The site of the 1976 Midwest 
Federation Show and Convention 
is at the "Show Center" located 
at 9785 St. Charles Rock Road 
in West St. Louis County just 
mi nut es away from Lambert In­
ternational Airport. 

St. Louis 
ut '76 

MIDWEST FEDERATION 
SHOW AND CONVENTION 

JULY 22 · 25, 1976 

The Show Committee is also pleased to announce that they 
have now selected the headquarters motel which is the Ramada 
Inn, 9636 Natural Bridge, Berkeley, Missouri 63134. This 
motel is about 1/2 mile from the airport, 1/4 mile from Inter­
slate 70 and is about 3 miles from the show site. The Ramada 
Inn wi 11 provide free transportation to and from the airport 
and to the show site for their guests. When writing the motel 
for reservations, ask for" 1976 MWF Convention Special 
Rates". The Show Committee has reserved 200 rooms and ex­
pects them to go fast so reservations at the headquarters motel 
should be sent in early. These special rates are good only 
through April I, 1976. 

The headquarters campground is "Pinewoods Park", which 
is located one mile west of Wentzville on Interstate 1-70 at 
AA exit. You may write the owners, Leonard and Ellen Grimm, 
Route#], Box 314, Wentzville, Missouri 63385. This camp­
ground has fishing, recreation area, pavi I ion, Olympic size 
pool, and a large number of camp sites with no or fu 11 hookur. 

A complete list of recommended motels and camping facil­
ities close to the show site may be obtained by writing the 
show chairman. 

The show itself will have over 300 displays on one open 
floor which is completely air conditioned. In addition to the 
competitive displays and other special displays, the show will 
have a large number of museum exhibits. 

Show attendees will be able to purchase supplies from 40 
nationally known gem and mineral retail dealers. A large 
wholesale area encompassing 16 dealers has been provided 
from the wholesale trade. Free special lectures and programs 
are being provided al I four days of the show. 

The show committee has selected "Twenty-one Tours, Inc." 
of St. Louis, Mo. to provide daily tours from the show to out­
going attractions in the area. 

Inquiries about the show should be directed to Garald Hook, 
932 St. Charles Avenue, St. Charles, Missouri 63301, phone 
314-724-5427. 



WELCOME! NEW CLUB! 

Sanilac County Lapidary, Inc. 
Mr. Henry Wede, President 
5301 Harrington Road 
Carswell, Michigan 48422 
Joined 1-16 -76 

JUDGES ANNOUNCED 

Mrs. June Zeitner, Merit Award Chairman for the Midwest 
Federation, has announced the fol lowing judges for the Midwest 
regional division of the AFMS All American program and the 
Midwest Merit Award Competition. Chairman: Mr. Leo Yanasak, 
Midwest Past President, Des Moines, Iowa. Committee Mem­
bers: Clyde Hanson and Doloris Poffenberger, both of Des Moines. 

In keeping with the custom of the past several years all com­
mittee members are from one area to facilitate conferences and 
communication. Past judging teams have been from Mountain 
Home, Arkansas, the Chicago area and the Twin Cities of 
Minnesota. 

Mr. Yanasak is currently show advisory committee Chairman 
for the Midwest and has served the Federation in various capa­
cities for many years. An active member of Des Moines Lapidary 
Society, Leo has held all offices in that club and has been in 
charge of such projects as the clubhouse owned by Des Moines 
Lapidary. 

Clyde Hanson is a past president of the Dallas County Club 
and the Des Moines Lapidary Society. He is also a member of 
the Central Iowa Mineral Club. Doloris is Vice President and 
program chairman of the Dallas County Rock club and served 
that club last year as secretary. The Dallas County Rock Club 
has won several All American and Merit Awards in the past. 
Des Moines Lapidary was a winner last year and has contributed 
much to the Federation including the hosting of a national show. 

Guidelines will be provided the judging team and all entries 
postmarked prior to March 1st will be judged. All American 
Trophies will be awarded at .Austin at the National Show and 
Midwest Merit Awards will be presented at St. Louis at the 
Midwest Federation Banquet. 

NEW FOSSIL BOOK 

A new fossil book, Common Fossil Plants of Western North 
America, is the first guide to the fossil plant kingdom written 
especially for the amateur. This book, written by Dr. William 
D. Tidwel I, may be ordered from Brigham Young University 
Press, Marketing 205 UPB, Provo, Utah 84602. 

COMMITTEE APPOINT ME NT 

Howard Taylor, MWF President, announces 
the appointment of Leonard Nicholls, 32141 
Meadowbrook Lane, Livonia, Mich. 48154as 
chairman of a new committee to be known as 
"Reopen and Keep Open Collecting Areas". 

NATIONAL "GEM CAPE RS" OF '76 
June 17, 18, 19 & 20, 1976 

The annual National Gem and Mineral Show of 1976 will 
be held at the Austin Municipal Auditorium and Convention 
Center on Town Lake in Austin, Texas. The show and conven­
tion will be hosted by the Austin Gem and Mineral Society for 
the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies and the 
South Central Federation of Mineral Societies. 

The headquarters hotel is the Sheraton Crest Motor Inn 
also on Town Lake and only a very short distance from the 
Auditorium. Hotel reservations should be made through the 
Austin Chamber of Commerce, Austin, Texas 78704. 

Visitors to the show will have the opportunity to hear some 
very outstanding speakers on earth sciences and the lapidary 
arts. 

There will be special exhibits at the Texas Memorial Mu­
seum. A shuttle bus wi 11 be avoilable from the Auditorium, 
Hotel , to the Museum . 

There will be no organized hunts directly from the show. 
There will be hunting information available and after the 
show hunts are b,.?i ng planned. 

Planned for your extra pleasure are two activities which 
will be held at the Coliseum. Thursday we will have a Bar­
B-Que supper with square dancing immediately fol lowing. On 
Friday we will serve Mexican Food with a special program 
immediately fol lowing. 

The swappers area wi 11 be in the Coliseum, just across 
from the Auditorium, and wi 11 be open from 10-5 Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday. We are asking all swappers to bring 
your own card table, box or magic carpet to set up your ma­
terial. Remember, there wi 11 be no selling or buying in the 
swappers area. 

For an advance registration packet, write Roberta Goldenberg, 
Route #3, Box 196G, Georgetown, Texas 78626. For general 
information regarding the show, write National "Gem Capers" 
of '76, P.O. Box 4327, Austin, Texas 78765. 

$6,000 CHECK 

The Midwest Federation has received a check 
in the amount of $6,000 as a partial payment of 
the Midwest's share of the 1975 Greater Detroit 
International Gem and Mineral Show. 

MRS. ELLA PARR STRICKEN 

Mrs. Ella Parr, wife of Bernard Parr who is a past president 
of the Midwest Federation, died at Mansfield General Hospital, 
Mansfield, Ohio in December. She was a past president of the 
YWCA and a member of Church Women United, the Women's 
Committee of the Mansfield Symphony Society and Descendents 
of Mayflower Pilgrims for the State of Maine. 

It was the wish of Mrs. Parr that tributes of remembrance 
be made to the classes for the partially seeing and the blind, 
department of special education of the Mansfield City Schools. 
In addition to her husband, she is survived by two sons. 
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REMEMBER CLUB MEMBERS - March 26, 1976 - ,/ , 'i 

Set up your displa,ys Friday evening ~{;ieen 4 and 9 P ,M. 

-or before 10 A, M, -~day. Coffee vot will be on Fri. 

ALSO please ;[~ils.-:~t: :forgot the social hour featuring 

r·oor, _hor:10 -., { baked cakes and coffee; to be hold on the i' 

show floor after the closing on Saturday evening. If you 

have not volunteered a cake feel free to call 
. ...:-:· ;. . . . . .... •. .• 

··~-.,-_: .. · : . .. 

Hospitality Chairmen for the Show, The Greem1ades. 

Cakes may bo delivered during the day Saturday. 
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