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Calendar 

.. Eegular W'eeting. . . Saturday, Febr .. 28, 
* lOOF Hall, 1101 No, 56th St. 
Program ...•.....•.. Big Bend Region, West Texas. A 

slide program presented by Roger 
Fabian. Details elsewhere in this 

.. . Bulletin. 
; Refreshments ....... Will be served by the Refreshment 

Committee. 

_LGEC Board of Directors' P!eeting ... :rrrarch lJ., 1976. Home of Larry Bigley, 
· 6126 Hartley. 7: JO P .Y. 

Change of Address ..• zarins, Andrejs, 2801 Q St. 68503. Tel. 435-7541 

r(ar. 12-14 

Mar. 26-28 

rrar. 27-28 

Apr .. J-4 
** 
Apr. 

.. 
10-11 

Apr. 16-18 

Apr. 23-2.5 

F!ay 15-16 
June 12-13 
July 3-5 
July 22-25 

July 31-Aug,l 
Sept. 4-6 

Sept. 17-19 
Oct. 15-17 

** Apr. 3-4 

1976 Dates to Remember 

Kansas City, J.1ffo. 

Bridgton. r.~o. 

Lincoln, Ne, 

Cincinnati, Oh, 

Cedar Rapids, Ia. 

Hastings, Ne, 

Wichita, Ks. 

Hot Springs, S,D, 
Hebron, Ne. 
Lincoln, Ne. 

W .St .. Louis County, 

Norfolk, Ne, 
Omaha, Ne. 

Kimball, Ne. 
Grand Island, Ne. 

St. Joseph, Mo. 

Hosted by 7 Clubs of Greater 
Kansas City. Kansas City Trade Wiart 
250 Richard Rd, (Old Kun. Airport) 
St. Louis County, Uo, Rock Hobby 
Club Show, rachinist's Union Aud, 
12365 St. Charles Rd, 
Lincoln Gem & Win. Club Annual Show, 
Agricultural Hall, State Fair Grounds 
Cincihnati'Gem and rrin. Shov', 
Conventidri Gei1ter, 5th & Elm 
Cedar Vallej Rocks & ~in. Society 
Show, Ha,•,rkeye Dmn1ns, 6th St. S, W. 
Hv1y. JO & 218. 
Central Nebraska Pin, Soc. Show, 
Hastings City Auditorium 
Wichita Gem & Min. Society Show, 
Cessna Activity Center, 2744 George 
Washington Blvd, 
Picture City Gem & I'~ineral Show 
Fort Butler Rock & Gem Club Swap 
Lincoln Gem & Yineral Club Swap 

~fTo. tTWF Convention and Shov. , Show 
Center, 9785 St. Charles Rock Rd. 
~est St. Louis County, ~o. 

NAOESCI State Sv1ap 
1976 NAOESCI State.Show, hosted by 
Nebr2,s!ra F'in. & (}em Clubs Holiday Inn, 
3321 South 72nd Street. 
Plains Rock i~ TJincral Clµb ShmN 
Grand Island Earth Scion6c Society 
Shov,. 
10th Annual Rock Show,LeBlond High School 

Austin Gem & rrineral Society will host the Ai11.erican Federation and 
South Central Federation Show June 17-20 1976. Austin, Texas. 

* Note to all LGMC Club.Nembers - February Door Prizes will be Gift Certificates 
redeemable at the 1976 LGHC Show, March 27-28 
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~ m~ ... The January 22th meeting ~f: the LGMC ·wis ~stra special. 
If.you weren't there you really missed out on an enjoyable event .•. As a Bicen­
-J;~iinial salute, the club has begun giving the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of 
the U, S, at the openine; of the meeting. The business part of the meeting was 
condncted by our very capable newly-elected president, Larry Bigley. Roger Pabian 
c;nnounced that courses in C-emology will begin in March at the Nebraska Center.··· 
Details will be found in another part of the Bulletin. Information concerning the 
Mall Show to be held at Gateway was also given by Hr. Pabian, Mr. Young requested 
that members contribute articles of historical interest to his ~dress at 5845 Vine 
St., 68505, with a self-addressed, stamped enveiope, if yqµ-desire their return, An 
auditing c0m~ittee of three was appointed by President Bigley, The members of 
this committee are: Ray Grabher, Rev. Raymond Pfeiffer, and Art Howlett. Beautiful 
mineral prizes were presented by the president to the three people who scored 
highest on a surprise quiz on the content of the January issue of the "Pick & 
Shovel", Roger Fabian, Marie Hells, and Joella Olson received the rrizes. 

Phyllis Parks and Nelda Oliver were in charge of the program which was an observance 
of 'the 21st birthday of the LGMC. Blue and gold life-membership cards were pre­
sented to Irl Everett and Frances Tracy alone: with a carnation boutonniere for Hr, 
Everett arid an orchid for Mrs, Tracy, Cards will be sent to Naurice Tracy and 
Clyde Benham who were unable to attend. These people had been awarded life-members 
ships at the 15th birthday of the LGMC in 1970, There were eight people recognized 
as havinf" been members for 20 years. They were the four just mentioned plus Mr. & 
Mrs, C, Ray Uaddle, Helena Baegl, and Ewald Paul. 94 people w'ere recognized as 
having been LGHC members for from 5-21 years. 

Mr. Frank Harsh, Nebraska State Treasurer and also member of LGMC, presented Irl 
Everett, founder of the LGMC, with an Admiralty in the Nebraska Navy, Before he 
began his slide talk, Mr. Harsh told how effective the friendliness of Rockhounds 
can become. He has a supply of polished blue agates, the Nebraska State Stone, which 
he shares with foreign visitors to his office in the State Capitol. After a visit 
tq his office, a Cuban physician, now a resident of Orlando, Florida, telephoned 
him and ordered 1,220,000 bushels of corn to be shipped to Mexico. The order was 
filled - and all this for friendliness and a piece of !Jlue agate! 

Slides of the many new edifices going up in Lincoln were shown,'- also views of the 
State Capitol including the carvings - the pierced-barvings depicting the signing· 
of the Declaration of Independence, King John signing the Magna Charta, and the 
writing Of the Constitution of the U. s. were remarkable. f·~r. Marsh ended his 
talk with slides of spectacular Nebraska sunsets. 

Don Carter gave a talk on Competition, and urged members to become more active in 
this feature of the Annual Show. 

The beautiful white birthday cake, decorated with blue roses and gold leaves, was 
served at a table covered with the Club's blue and gold table cloth. The greenery, 
blue and gold carnations in a golden container, and the golden candles added 
elegance to the setting. The cake was served by Lois Everett, the coffee by 
Frances Tracy, and the punch by Marie Carveth, Both the '75 and '76 refreshment 
committees assisted in the kitchen, with the ready help of t,he-Bigleydaughters. 

~ ·_-; .. , , ·-. r ... : .... , -:· :--· 

Phyllis and Nelda are to be comm.ended for a lovely birthday party - and Marie 
Caryeth for her artistic table<~et.ting. Editor 

SOUTH CENTRAL :!ILL HOST THE AMERICA:N FEDERATION AT AUSTIN, TEXAS, JUNE 17-20, 1976, 



THE PRESIDEJ1T'S MESSAGE 

Dear Club Members; 

As summer draws nearer thoughts of field trips and camping comes to mind more 
and more. Sooner than we think they will become a rea]ity, But we should also 
stop and give them some thought, try to plan ahead, i,iost of us have probably not 
looked at our equipment since last fall. What kind of shape is it in? Why not 
take one of the beautiful days that we are having and check.them out. How are 
your hammers? Does the face or pick end need dressing? More than likely your 
chisels and pry bar will need a bit of sharpening and dressing too. Now what about 
those safety glasses and goggles? Do the lenses need replacing or maybe you and 
the family need new ones. Also., possibly you need a new sweat band for your hard 
hats. 

Now that winter is coming to a close is no time to neglect your vehicle. 
That good old thing got you-thtough the ice snow and cold, but you probably 
didn't take any long trips this winter, How are those tire:s? Will they stand up 
to a trip of several hund~ed miles and a little rough ground? Remember you may be 
quite a ways from help. Check the battery again, also the fan belts and hoses and 
drop a couple quarts of oil in. the trunk. 

·, 

Well now that we've checked our equipment and car how about ourselves. It's 
just about time to get started excercising and,loosen up those muscles and if need 
be get a checkup by your Doctor. Now, we should be ready to go! 

Second Vice Don ,Carter and our program chairman Roger Fabian have asked and ·· 
been given permission by the Board to spend some money this year to pay for, as need 
be, our meeting programs. ··· As the program part of our meetings is the best way for 
many of us to learn and add to our education of our hobby we felt that this was 
one way to spend our money so that all may benefit. But the only way anyone will 
bf:lnefit is to attend the monthly meeting. The time and effort of all the special 
committees this year should be considered a resource from all of us to draw on. 
Remember if you don't pump the handle the well won't give up any water. From the 
way the different chairmen '.are working together this should be one fine year for all. 

Roger Fabian was elected as Show Chairman for 1977, I'm sure Roger can use 
volunteers for his show and the sooner the better. Time is important and the more 
of it you have to wor.k with the better the end product will be. 

~~tF-/¼4. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

~ 
$ 
'' 

* 

The lGMC Board has voted to give three special door 

prizes at tho February meeting. They will. be Gift 

Certif'icates, one each in the amount of $5.00, $3,00 

and $2.00, which will be redeemable at the 1976 Show 

by our club treasurer. Come to the February meeting, 

see the fine program prepared by Roger Fabian and 

perhaps bo the lucky recipient. 
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From tfie Editor's Po.sk ... In lieu of an editorial this month, here 
some gems of wisdom from others upon which you me.y reflect: 

Perhaps the most valuable result of all education 
is the ability to make yourself do the thing you - · 
have to do, when it ought to b0 done, whether you 
like it or not, It is tho first lesson that ought· 
to be learned i and< however early n inan' s. trairl'ing 
begins, it is prob.ably the last lesson that he 
learns thoroughly. · 

Thomas Henry Huxley 

No matter if you're, •iJaded". 
Or your brain is "Agatized", 
You needn't be a "Fossil" 
If your thoughts 2.rc"Crystalized 11 

On what 2. "Gem" your life is 
1/Ji th "Geodes" bright and rare, 
If you just try 'to "Dig" it, 
And "Tumble" it with care; . 
1 :i th all its sparkling "Facets" 
\Then you 11 Shovel" off this earth 
A "Perfect Termination" · 
Will have been given birth. 

are 

Mrs. Jane W. Corbett via THE CORAL GEODE 

VAJA CON DIOS ,.. t~e.y God be with you 

A card was sent to: 

Dorothy E~elohart (Get well) 
Flossie Liizenberg (Get well) 

- -- - - - - - -- - -

In· Femory 

Happy Birthday to "Flaming Rainbow" -
Jan, 8 ~ould have ~aen his birthday--
1?0 remember -. Fe remember - _____ . 
"Neither spirit or bird 
Th2.t i·"as my flute you hoard ~. 
Last night by the river · 
Vhcn you came v·i th your wicker jar 
1·.1here the· river drags the willov1s 

_That was my flute you heard" -

Shoshone Love Son£ 

Subrni tted by 1varie Carveth 



BOARD i·iINVl'ES OF '.CHE JANUARY LEETING ••• , •• , , 

I'he January 8 meeting of the board of· directors of Lincoln Gem L 
Liner2.l Club was called to order by the President, Larry Bi;:;ley, at 
6126 HartJ.cy Stre~t 2.t 7: JO F .L., with :2ev~n board· inembers and three 
committee people and ''Glen Litzenberg. · 

~1inutes of 
correction 
January 29 

the November meet:i:ncs were read 
Eirthday··Fa1."''ty of ·club ·at -IOOF 
meeting was held, 

., .. ...,, .. , ... - . 

and approved as read, with 
Hall, to clarify where the 

Treasurer report 'by John Harrison, Jr., and approved as read. It was 
approved to pay $84.50 for. one~year federation dues, $20,00 for one 
year post office box rent and $15,00 for January garage rent. After 
discus ad on a motion by Howa:rd Taylor to give treasurer authority to 
pay bill for gars.ge for as long as w9 need the space, seconded Flossie 
Litzenber. Carried, · 

Bills were read. L.otion by Don Carter to pay bills as read, seconded 
Nelda Oliver. Carried, 

lie now J:w.vri .threG $tooo~;oo certiifca tes dated January t, @7½%' inter­
est on 6 year;.<. Interest JGo go towards Scholarship. (American Feder:.. 
atio1T,;Schol2.n311ip :fun.a.),· iI·reasurer has one subscription for $3.00 
for,,the: F.ick £~ shovel. 

A discussion on the money collected from the 'kitty' at the meetings 
last year. c A motion Haward Taylor to donate the money to the AFt':S 
scholarship fund, seconded Evel~111 Ulrich. more discussidri, carried, 

A di::s.cussion on CAC. }rheir year is from June to June and they assesed 
us i25 .00 dues. A motion by Eoward 'i:ayl'or to accept the assesment, 
seconded Nelda Oliver. Lore discussion, carried. 

Nelda Oliver to check prooeddure for NRL. 

A motion by Evely Ulrich we open our General meetings as a Bi-Centen­
nial Salute to the Flag, seconded Howard 'l'aylor. Carried. 

I~1otion Flossie Litzenberg, we purchase 1000 envelopes and have them 
printed as sample shown, seconded Don Carter. After discussion 
Flossie am:nended her motion to read, to include 1000 letterheads 
printed with club emblem, seconded ,John Harrison, Jr,. Kotion carried, 
Amendment carried. l{oger Fabian will check with the Uni, Printing 
to see if they still have the cuts from the '74 show. 

J·im Wlarburger reported on the' 76 show. ,'Jill have a show meeting 
tomorrow n;tght and will have more to report later •. coupons are print­
ed ( 800), Roger Pa1Jian asl{ed for 15000 coupons for the mall show. 

aoger Fabian reported he and Flossie have contacted Cl:annel 1.0 and·, 
have a couple of shows lined up for Channel to. 
L.all show will have L1,0 cases, Club cases will be used so all members 
will have to furnish will be the backcloth and the material, VJill ,_,. 
need 36 cases filled. Pebble Pups will fill 2 cases, There will be0i 
no deal Grs or selline;;. Feed people ·~o help set up Friday · eyening, 
February 13 and on Saturday all day, Feb, 14th, President, Larry 
Bigley, stated all board members are to have a case, 



bOAlID kINUTES CONTINUED ••••• 

A motion by .John Harrison, Jr., cases be alloted for this display, 
seconded.Flossie Litzenberg. Carried. 

After discussion, Don Carter amended the above motion to read, 
'providing the cases are available', seconded Flossie Litzenberg. 
Carried. 
Phyllis Parks needs supplies. The show voucher is to be handled as 
she has in the past for printing, and all on one voucher, with a 
runnin3 total account, for the show. 
Phyllis to use voucher (2 to purchase supplies from Latsvh Bros. 
for printing supplies. Silk Screen, electra cut stencil for back 
cover, and Blue paper. 

Evelyn or Phyllis to check about the ads for 1-976, 

After discussion on membership, a motion by Nelda Oliver that member­
ship chairman does not call any members whose dues are not paid by 
J·anuary Jt, seconded. Carried. 

i.~otion John Harrison, J·r., after dncussion, that the board recommend 
- to the general membership we pursue a 1980 l\ational Show as a club 

project, not as a committee, seconded Howard Taylor. Carried. 
After discussion a motion by Nelda Oliver that Roger Fabian be spealr­
er to the general membership on llosting a t980 1:;ational Show, seconded 
Howard •raylor. Lotion carried, unanimously. 

President, Larry Bigley, asked members to get behind the commitee 
people and support them. Everyoneit'alrl.help by contributing to the 
scholarship fund at the meetings. 
Discussion on secdmd scrap;;;.book. President would like to have Evelyn 

'and a helper of her choice go thru the material and perhaps the board 
can help later to get the items filed for future use. 

Art Howlett discussed postage. He is to check and report at the 
next boo.rd meeting. 

President, Larry Bigley, asked about the by-laws committee checking 
on writing into the by-laws an attendance clause for the board as 
well as general meeting members. 
vve have 79 paid members at this time • 

. lV.eeting adjourned 
I\elda Oliver, secretary 

- ' 

NOTICE TO If.:E:;._Lrms ••••••••••• 

After some discussion at the Pebruary board meeting about door prizes, 
i t ... was decided to ask each member of the club to donate one rock, 
mineral, fossil or any item pretaining to our hobby to the club 
meeting at the bet;;ining of each year. 1:I.1hese will be held by one of 
the directors and,tvm or three will be brought to a meeting 
for drawing each month. The balru1:ce that will be left ove.r, will 
be used for a silent auction and the monies from the auction will 
go into the AFViS Scholarship fund I PLEASE DRING YOUR CON!J'EL2U1rIOF 1.L10 
I1HE FEBRUAr1Y i~.EE1rnm. THANl;B t, elda Oliver 
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F-e bruary 1976 

LGJV'.C February Program ... Big Bend Region, West Texas 
By Roger Fabian 

The sli.des take us'on a trip from the American Association of , 
Petr9leµm Geologists 1974 convention, in San Antonio, across southern 
Texas to the Big B\3nd Region along the Rio Grande. T:rip leaders, Dr, 
Ross r.~axi;,,ell (who elid the original geological work of Big Bend) and 
Dr. John Dietrich (who trained our astronauts in geology) show us some 
of the most hostile geological settings in the world, such as the 
Appalachian Mountain--structures plunging under tho Rocky rriountain 
chain. Views of the complex Big Bend geology are climaxed with an 
agete hunting trip into .the Tertiary basal ts exposed at Woodward Ranch 
near Alpine. 
- - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

LGrrC 18th An:r:iual Sho\'r. , .rrarch 27th ano. 28th 

An interesting ~ncL variecr:program will be available for those attend­
ing thG.18th.annual~show of~the Lincoln Gem & ~ineral Club ~arch 27th 
and 28th at the new agricultural builcing at the State Fair Grounds. 
In addition to .)1xccllent slide presentations and demonstrations pertain­
ing to the hobby,. there '"*il-1 be two outstanding bicentennial features, 

The bicentennial features will be a caily presentation. "A Historic 
Rids to the Bicentennial", anc1 a L~5 minute sound movie, "First Road 
West". The.so arc the reports anc pictures of a trip made Q)'l horse. b{lc,k· 
in the summer of '75 by a group of Nebraskans following.the Old.Oregon 
Trail. The- men and one I t"'!e.l v~ year old boy are the only ',living people 
who have traveled th.e 11:istoric Old Oregon Trail. Show goers will enjoy 
seeing and hearing about the many experiences enco~ntered on the trip 
and a first hand accounting of some of thE difficulties faced by our 
early pioneers ,making ·the Westvmrd trek, Allen i1raybee, Wagon master, 
vs.Till be i;;he narrator for the slide program and the film covers the part 
of the tr,ip through Wyoming. This historic ride was under written by 
the Scottsbluff', Ne .. Chamber of Commerce and is a bicentennial project 
r2cognized by N-ebraska J3icentennial Commission. 

SubIT'i tted by rr1;1.rie Wells 

The Overland Trails across tTebraska are the records cf the westward 
march of the Americati people. The broad furrows acrosi Nebraska remain 
a reminc1.er of the journeys of thousands of men, women, anc'l children 
with ox tcr~ms, carts, wheel barro1Hs, ano on foot who wished tc settle 
in the great country to the west. 

The rrc st famous of the trails is the Oregon Trail, It .~1as:-.-begµn in 
1813 by the r_~turning Asterians. Later pe,o:pl~ from thie East, "who learn-'.;. 
ed about this trail WGstward; began their trek at Inclcpendencp,r, r;o' The 
trail began atJinaependence, ran across the northea~t corn~er bf Kansas 
and entered Nebraska near tho point where Gage ancl Jefferson counties 
meet on the Nebraska-Kansas line. It followed the Little Blue River 
2.cross Jefferson, Thayer Nucholls, Clay and Adams counties, th.en. acros.s .. 
the divide to the Platte near tho head of Grn.nd Islanr1 in.Hall county, 
then dl,qng,thc south side of the Platte through Kear:p.ey, !'helps, O-esper, 
and ,Dnws;on. to a point in Keith county about seven miles. east· of Big 
Sprin@s .where it crossed the South Platte and continued up the south 
side of North Plntte through Kei tb, {iarden, Pforr ill and Scotsbluff 
counties '"",on into Wyoming. · 

Editor 
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Gemology Classes 

Classes will begin Wed .. Mar. 3, 1976 7:30 F,F, Nebraska Center. 
Tuition: $20.00, There will be 5 sessions. Advanced classes on how tc 
identify cut gem stones will begin April 7th. Tuition: t20.oo. 
Fer more .. information contact Roger Fabian JOO Sycamore, 68510, 
Telephone; 489-3081, 

February 1966 

YESTER '-/£:Al!<-
) O 

John Hufforc of Om2.ha told about "Prince 
of .Wales Isl2.nd" in 'Alaslrn. and showed · 
slides, r:Icmbers were invited to bring any 
gem or mineral specimens from Alaska. 

l...;;..----...,--rr-·....---
Fto~-the notebook of LGrc Historian, 

Lois Everett 

Ecitor, Evelyn Ulrich, received a letter from Ralph Ulrich, along 
with o. copy of the 1975 issue of the Arizona Hie-hways magazine. 
A portion of Ralph's letter followsg 

"We were browsing through a gift $!).Op in Fountain Hills anc'1 
ci\me across this February 1975 copy cf Arizona Highways ,~· -
azine. I wondered if perhaps some cf the Club members had not 
beE:n, gi vcn the opportunity to re~v" the f2,sc ina ting article 
abqut peridot. I am sure Roger ~tL1::dnn has covt;;red this gem 
in his classes. This 2.rticle vrill ,give a little more inform­
ation on just ~here and how it com~s abcut. Pi~ase place this 
copy on the c1isplay to.ple at the meeting so anyone whc is 
intercstedL2ay road it. Tho copy may then be placed in the 
Club library as LGFC propertyn, 

R2.lph fui~thcr stated that he had. 11~ ·~1 2. nice visit vri th Art Bloyd who 
is now 1112.nager of tho ArizonR Fincral F1useurn. 

Rosa L8c o.nd Sanc'.ra sent best vdshes to Evelyn anc all the other Club 
members. 

The A.riz.ona Highways was passed around at the JanuE'..ry meeting, It 
.will be pl~ced in the Club Libr~ry. If you didn't get to see it at 
tho !T'ecting be sure to choclr the Library for it. The gem stone 
reproouctions are fabulous. 

Our th2.nks to Ralph for this lovely gift. 

-~ 
·· The Revolution vras effected before the war commEmced. The 
Revolution was in the minds and hearts of the people, 

John Adams 
';J 

' 

. 

' '(:, 
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Uhat about 1980? ·------
A 1980 Show? Another National Show? 

I have 'been requested by the Board of Directors to present to the Club the 
-possibility of Lincoln Gem and Mineral Club.hosting another National Show, 
For a person who once said; "Never again!" ·that must be a classic exmple 
of role reversal •. I've had time to think it over and the thought is not as 
far.from possibility as I would have once imagined. ·various events take 
place that help a person to change his mind. 

The Christmas Season following the 1974 National Show broug,ht in a lot of 
cards and greetings from the many friends that I had made in the planning 
and carrying out of that great event. For me, the 1974 show was still in 
progress and it really hasn't ended yet. 

Some nice things happened during and after the show. During the show, an 
unidentif:iled woman came up to me and shoved a package in my hand with the 
explanation: "you need these!" She quickly disappeared without ever giving 
a name or any other explanation. The package contained a dozen pair of new, 
clean socks, a real treat for hot ancl;tired feet. 

The Christmas following the show brought quite a surprise. One lady from 
Hichigan apparently noticed my penchant for sunflower seeds, and she sent 
me a package of her home-style, home-roasted sunflower seeds that were the 
finest I ever had, He still correspond regularly. 

The other side of the picture is a lot of work that must be done for a 
big show. I think we all learned a lot from the first time around and a 
e;reat many of the mistakes and duplications of effort would be eliminated. 
I also learned that our show committees for a National Show need not be 
composed solely of persons from our own club, After all, it is a National 
Show and, therefore, every rockhound's show. 

The future will hold many challenges for the Lincoln Gem and Mineral Club, 
Another National Show is a possible challenge. Ue can look at it as some­
thing we can do bigger and better than the first time or as something_we can 
let some other club do, The board will call for a vote from the membership 
at the February meeting. 

I feel that the Lincoln Gem and Mineral Club has the necessary imagination, 
ability, talent, and congeniality that.is necessary to host another National 
Show. Ue also have the potential exhibits to make up the nucleus of such an 
event. I think that we can do it again and that we should seriously,consider 
such a possible future action. The vote will be your~ at the February meet­
ing. I know which way I will lean, Each member of the Lincoln Gem and Min­
e~al Club should think about another National Show and cast his vote, either 
Aye or No. 

Roger K. Pabian 
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~ . . . I:::~ Card t'e6~iveG. from the LcGinnis, s by Evelyn reads: 

{"'v •;,i ~, ~-:ope_ this finds ~11 1:vell. ~-~ e _a:r:e busy an~ okay. 
r---·-/:C}''.J 1 <J:'he ,Jamboree 1 Vlh1Ch · J.S an O~f".Shoot 0~ th~ rOW7 

0-s~'i l:J-~,L \1vow, started Sunday. That is where l\..ac is tail-~- , ~)Ca•· :,·,1.:·,'.''K'~·';ing .. , .B·. L. ;::. • off'icia1s. say··half a niillion 
.,._~-~416t_,-; _·,(i_-·· ·· people. ·_here.. The. Civic'.::Cent~_-r .. · i.s· _· wher. e th .. e shmv ~ o,.c,v•e:1<. I~~ :vas h~ld and abou-'o ·500 ta;~~gaters p~rked around 

.:c-· .:i'.;:, / y:--_ · it. r.ac. was, off to ·the right o.f ~h:;.s whe!e another 
.· . --.'~ er··· J-- ; 500 were. 'l.'ell all "hello";·c·si-gned ~.1he 1·.acs. ,)-·· I . 

Ollie ~i :.. ttmann wa[: recently seen at the emerc;ency 
ward, .. atJ3ryan iJ:1,;.·c1;-gy1he¢l chair. Seems they had bee11.' 'ice fishing' 
in 1·,.inne.s;0ta and lJ,;3,-st gone to a restaurant for evening meal and return­
ing to the car. she ,£·ell in the p::.rlcing lot. haven' t;heard if she was 
just shook up or had a bad strain or broken bones. ltic;lit give her 
a call at home. 

Flos?te;J:j_ tzonb~rg is . really getting around good frc1 her 1last surger~r 
and iii .19okimg real good also. 

Dorothir Ene;elhart has be~n hospitalized for surgery recently and is 
planninc; another stay at Bryan Hospital. She has to build up her strength 
first ~ ~h.~ ,wi,l,J, be ,,Jl'.}-:;.good shape fo:r;. tbe repair work. 

}Jy the grapevine, l . hear the ;,ma;J:.:J·i:shc,w tiaS a great success. Heard 
more people brought display-i;r'f':-then they haa cases for. i-~ lot' of inter­
est was sale,. to have bee::.1 gener2.t0d a:nd lots of li ter·cure and coupons 
were c;iy~n. OJ.,r4• .Conu}+q~culations to Hoger Fabian and his staff and 
also :to .. ,th-c,,ni0:11berl:3 vo::i.o·iw9r-k.~@:, so hard getting it set up and talrnn 
dovm .fl:L;~o t'9 ·the }i!~P.ir.jiw:.'!lpe:1'\S }Nhq ,helped by displayinc, 

·,.:fl \·f:J·\··· 1.sF/)_'.·:.J .. -.~ -:·r_' 1 ~ •. ···:).:. ;. 

i\i.ark YPMJ;'.'. calender ,mow. , T1he r;If1.RCH WIEETING 
CLUB IJJILt BE }IBID ·oif 1I::Tlrn.SDAY NIG}IT, I,1ARCH 
the sl1ow startLOJ offi~ially L.arch 27. 

OF LINCOLN GEM A:ND MINEl:1.i,1fu 
25, 1976. Don't forget 

·r.( 1
-: ::·"'.:~',-.:·.--: i-,i '.-·,;-{_1:: ;1:···'.) r~·.J.._:-'.:·::~.f~ __ ;_ ... : ·,: :_ 

IV.,em1Jet,s., reme11ibe·r. -bo:·:·J:>rinc; yov.ruco,ntri,bution for door prizes to the 
February meeting, A bp;:; will be there for you to put them in. 'f..'ry 
to put them in a sac or-,box and it would be nice if you would put what 
your material is and also your name, so you can be thanlced p!'operly. 

The door, ,:p:-;ize,$ .:f9r, }ebruary meeting will be three c;ift certificates 
to be redElerrfe,1 a-'G }he karch shov1. 1rhey,1w,ill be $5.00, $3.00 and ~;2.00. 
for a toai;f:.l .o~: y:l.O ~00. I'he treasurer wi1~lv redeem them at the karch 
show only •. llal) on: attending, Roger Fabian will be having a real 
good ·;Jrogr9Ji1 f OJ,:'. , us, also. 

. ·- .·' . ·' ':J, :.. . 

L.embers S2.Vl :forti1kr member Ed o'iJooten, b~ck from his tour of duty in the 
Navy, after the mall show and have invited him back to the meetings. 

Sorry to see that former .rn:ember Charlie ra tchen passed away. 

'I'he Roger Simmons family has been recovering from a virus and have had 
to be treated by the Doctor. I.argaret had to miss a trip south be­
cause of the illmess. 

Plan to volunteer to help Jim Larburger,. show chrmn., get the tables, 
etc. set up for the show. See him at the Feb, meetinc; to volunteer. 
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'76SHOW PROGRESS REPORT 
The 18th Annual Gem and Mineral Show for 1976 of the 

Lincoln Gem & f':ineral Club hl'l.s been approved as a 
B~f'.TNIJ.L EVENT,_ 

Show Committee Chairmen area 
Floor Chairman, John Harrison 
Dealerss Howard Taylor 
Publicity, Flossie Litzenber~ 
Special Features, Roger Pabian 
Worlt Shop I Larry _B,igle.y. __ _ 
Competition, Don Carter 
Recor::nition & Courtesy, Joella Olson 
Open Displays,. Luella Paul 
Programs, rrarie Wells 
Rogistration&Informations Farel Hyland 
Historian, Lois Everett 
Printing, Phyllis Parlcs 
Hospitalitys Stan & Hazel Greenwade 
Rock,Pilea ??? HELPI 

25¢ co1,.1pons will be available at tho February 28th Club meeting to give 
to ycurfriends. rembere are expected to DISPUY. WORK, or PAY, CASES 
ere needed. Try competition this time, There are so mantcategoriea you 
can surely make your display to f1 t one· of them. You' 11 never lmow how 
good you are until you try and the Judges' Criticuo will exp_lain after• 
v-'ara.s how you could improve and so you learn. If you have won in compe­
tition before, change your display and enter another category. Don't 
stop just with one ,!inner. Roger Fabian will describe in detail "How 
to Show" at our February meeting. 

Retail Dealers that are already signed up ares Ebersole Lapidary, 
Rolcne Rock Shop, L~pidary and Gem Cutters Supply, Melvin Lentz, Jim's 
Roc 1c Shop, Eagle Rock Shop, Everett Lapidary, Gerald Terhune, and 
Lovelace Lapidary is a Wholesale Dealer. 

Special Features area· 
Lc1.ko Superior Agate - Bill Boltz - Topeka, Kansas 
Sil versmi thing - Duke P."eyers - Kansas City, r.11issouri 
Scrimshaw - Jorry ?!.of:f'i t - Columbia, f:'issouri ·· ···· 
Glass Knitting - Gene Eno - I,incoln, Nebraska 
Rock Pa.inting - Art Henry - Omaha, Nebraska 
Gold Wire Jewelry - Ed and r(ary P"cNamar - Des ~"oines, Iowa 
nt/i tching" - Stan Shurtleff - Humboldt, Nebraska 
Italian Terrazo - r,.elvin an~ Bernit9. Lent2 - Mulvane, Kansas 

If you havn't filled out a blue slip informing John Harrison what 
space you neod ana. how you intend to help out, please do so at the 
February meeting. Slips will be available. ~~ost every committee chair­
:nan noods hE::lp too, so please , feel ~.t your duty to the Club to 
rospond in some matter. Thank you. 

Jim 11:.arburgor, Show Chairman 
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WILL THE GRE~;~T S.,. T,T PLAINS SELENITE BEDS BE INUNDATED? 

The U,S,Army Corps of Engineers recently conducted a public information 
session in Tulsa and some Tulsa Rock end ~ineral Society's members 
attended. John Sanders secured a nackot of hand out materi2"l which 
I have summ2.rizec1 as .. follows: ~ · 

Result of the first comprehensive study of water quality in Arkan~as 
River Basin by U,S, Public Health Service in 1957 v•as a (etermination 
in 1959 that five major salt sources in the Arkari~fu~ River Basin 
suppliecl 10,700 tons per 02.y of pollution. Subsequently the· Corps 
was authorized to determine if water 0u~lity could be improved for 
beneficial uses c1.ovrnstream. Area I, as designatec. by the Corps I is the 
source for which alternr:.tive plans for water improvement include the 
possibility cf innundatin,g tho selenite ber'ls cf G-reat Salt Plains Lake .. 

'' . 1·, : 

Arca I contributes 2,400 tens average s~lt emission daily, The object­
ive cf the Corps project is to reduce chlcrice content of impounded 
Keystone Lake water 250 milligrams-per1,:,li ter or less _92fi cf th.e. time, 
Keystone water V'oulc thus meet Public Health Service· icJ.rinking \:ifater 
standarcs. Five alternato plans have bee.n outlined to solve the Great 
Salt Lake chloride problew (Area I), These are: 

J .. l terno.tc 1, Construct dike upstream of Great Plains to' create 
2 fresh water lake fed by Salt Fork o,f· Arkansas and rredibine 
Lodge rivers and construct a fresh watBr d_iversion cho.nnel 
around Great Salt Plains Lak·e •. Brine storage in Great S2_1 t 
Plains woulcl innundate selenite 'bedsi·. 

:·r .. : 
1a tern2.te 2, A system of wells wou1it, be. constructed to draw 
down brine water table to prevent~.-b;r.o.Jhe · surfo.ce emission, Pool 
elevation cf Great Salt Plains L8."lsiedt.rou1Gl:.rmnain :essentially 
E'..S novr, 

Al tern2.te 3 ' .. Construct. a ring .. c1;ike arcunc1. Gr·eat S2.l t Plains 
Lake 2nd divbrt fresh ,yater in a channel around the Lake. New 
flood control lakes'.'V!bU1rl be co:nstrll;cted upstt·eam to contain 
Salt Fork ant Medicine Lodge run-6ft~ Great Salt Plains Lake's 
pocl would rcme.in essentially unchanged. 

Al tern8.tc Li,. J,. fresh water 2.nr' flooc" control 0.i vcrsicn ch2.nnel 
ccmbination vrould permit raising Great'.Salt Plains Lake level 
and innunc'lc1t2 selenite becl.s. · , 

Al tornn.ts 5. Operate Great Plains La.Im as a ll_c.ry lake" 
incluc'.ing riversion of fresh \~10.tor· around lake,. J:i'locd flows 
woulcJ tompcrarily be stored in lake ~1;:nd very li.kely innunc":ate 
selenite beds, 1 

· 

No matter hcv' you lock at this chloride control pre ject it is ovious 
that foteral constructicn will most certainly change things from their 
natural state ... Throe of the five alternative plR~s seem pertain to 
cross off selenite crystals at Gre2.t Salt Lake f'.rom the r,ockhound's 
list of collectibles ... I suggest you oo your selenit~e..,_ crystal cplloct-
ing nowi · · ' ·' 

Jc1,c},;: Kelley 

This article was taken from the J2.nuary 1976 issue of the T-Tcwn Rock­
hound. 
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1776 1976 

BICENTENNIAL SENSE AND NONSENSE---cc"ited by J,D, Young 

Conc8rning Leap Yoars nn~ Cr-,lenc"Prs 

Of course, we all knov1 that February is our shortest month,' ancl. is 
featured by two famous birthdays. Not every"one knows the reason for 
its brevity, ancl. fev! 2re aware of the f2.ct that George 1','ashingtcn' s 
birthdey was originally February 11, 1732. 

England and the American Colonies still used the Old Style (Julian) 
calendnr until 1752 when they adopted the New Style (Gregerian) which 
m.cst of the civilizec: ,Norld had employed since 1582, Eleven dnys 1,::i.cl 
tc be "jumpecr· to make the adjustment, ancl February 22 then became 
"Honest George's" official natal c12~y anniversary, He has ~;;een saicl to 
have favored the ola date! 

Resistance to change seems to be s.n innate human characteristic, The 
British must have been superhuman, for they lcng cont·inuec:. with clumsy 
systems of monetary and physical measure. Very recently they seem to 
have "Caught on" , · · 

When England replaced the old calendar there was rioting in the 
streets, rn/1 people shC'ui;er'! "Give us b2ck our ll 0r-ys". SiniilBr 
0eJ:11cnstreticns occurec' in Americ8. about 2 century 2go when Stc.nc1£>rc 
Time zones were. establisher!. Some people seeIT' to resent any "me '.dling 
, i th Goo's timd" · 

Conservative inch-v-rorms moy resist being clubbed 2. 54 centirrcter 
lcopers, 2.nc1 clie-harc. Texans probably vriJl "want no true};:" with 37, 85 
liter h2ts, Anyv12.y, v,1e shculc'1. be ever groteful for cur decimr.l systcrn 
of coinage, anc the freedom to personally enjoy it in all its glory! 

G cm, mineral anc~ roclr hobbies involve some :metric as v,ell as English 
measure, 1Te arc proud tc be progressive in ,:11orthy acti vi tics, All over 
the world people nov.' recognize the importance of universal measurement 
systems for time, matter anc1 energy. Instant communication anr1 the 
sensitive web of international affairs leave us with no alternatives. 

·· No\11.1 , ti.bout the short month of February; hov,, did it happen, and why is 

n (~2y nc'lcecl every fourth year? The extra r1?.y is nec0<20 because the 
perioc1 of revolution of the earth 2-bout the sun is near six hours more 
thnn 365 dnys. Even with modern devices person-l{ino cannot change that. 
But, why is our second month short, though it once had 30 days? 

continued next page 
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Julius C8.esar removed one day frcm February and then attached it tc 
Quintilis, the fifth Roman mcntn, and we call it July to hcncr him. 
Augustus Caesar, not tc be outdone, "swiped" another any from tho 
alrendy shortened month rmcl added it to Se:xtillis, nnc it became 
August for his glory. The ·whole story of c2.lencl.ar evolution is inter­
esting, but too long tc review here, though the subject is moot, 

If cne d2,y is insertocl_ in our calenclar every four years there is still 
~. slight error, l.fter several centuries the c"'iscrepancy becomes 
important, The well-knov'n rulo that year num.bers evenly divis2.ble by 
four denote leap years is not true. :when the year completes a century, 
unless it is divisible by 400, · · 

New we kncvr why nmorous maif ens in the~ c entur ial year 1900. could not 
"pop tho question". The year 2000 will qualify for such equnl-opport­
unity activities; assuming that the age-old institution called 
"marriage" ii:;; still solvent. 

Future 1mnle chauvenis~s pe.Wc\re, and tPJ{o co.re.I - anc1 Gocd Luck! 

Remembcr-LGr"'C mernbers are invi te0 tc submit· articles of interest for' 
this monthly f0nture, Ref er to Januctry, 1976 issue fer details. -J. D. Y. 

--- - - - ~ - - - - - - - -
It is" l{novm that Lin~cin_ had·. no grEcnt: admiration for mere f inrmcial 
success. "Financial success'', he once sB.ic 9 '' i~; purely mQtallic. The 
man whc gains it hns four metrillic attributes g geld in his palm, 
silver en his tongue, brass in his fnce, and iron in his heart". 

V':'. 

via .THE ,JASPILITE 

Nev; times demand nev' measures P,nc'l new men; 
The \'·crld 2,dvance.s, anr1. Jn time cutgrows 
The lf'.ws · that in our father's cay were best; 
And, doubtless, after us, some purer scheme 
· ill be shaped out by wiser men th2n v1e, 
rr:nrlo v,isor by tho steady growth cf truth, 

James Russell Lowell 

Nebraska Rock Hunters 
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LINCOLN I.r,AY. HAVE BEEN A ROCKHOUND 

"Abraham Lincoln probably was a rockhcund", writes 
J. Emil Smith, editor of the ILLINOIS STATE JOURNAL. 
whether or not this may actually be true, v.1e ms.y only 
conjecture, but as a young "rail-splitter", spending 
much time out of. Et'oors in close contnct v.d th nature, 
it v1culd net be unreasonable to believe that his keen 
intellect and powers cf observation may have rlirected 
his attention in this cirecticn. 

Editor Smith quotes Dr. Ben Hur Wilscn,(since deceased) 
an alumunus of Iowa Wesleyan .Cc_l~ege of Mount Pleasant 
Iowa a.s follows, "That Abraham:tincoln was probably a 
"rockhounc11' ici one of -fne iriterBsting and little known 
Linc.oln sic.eligh.ts. :: .r. : · .~ 

·: ~ s.' 

D.A. Hayes, president of the local rock club, discovered Lincoln's 
possible interest in geology while chatting with Dr. Wilsen, editor 
cf EARTH SCIENCE. 

Wilson, an acquaintance .of Hayes, through the r"idwest Federation, once 
mentioned that ho hnc1 seen in tho museums:of the Iowa. Wesleyan College, 
a amall rock collection made by Abraham Lincoln. On Lincoln's birthday 
in 1974 Hnyes received a letter from Dr. \1ilson in' part: · 

11 In regarcl to the l\. ,Lincoln relic my rGcollection is as follows: 
Mineralogy anc1 geology were taught in the cld college before thG 
Civil War c1ays and afterwards c:1iscontinued. Back in one corner cf 
the museum was nn old case of dusty miscellaneous minerals of interest 
to me 11

• The collection first introduced Senat r Clark, the "Copper King" 
of Fontana, to minerc.ls when he was c. student at Wesleyan, and in this 
collection there was a small cigar box partitioned off with cardbcard 
r:arkcc, "collection of rocks made by A, Linc:c1n" , and as I remember, 
his signnture was written on qpe corner of ·thG lid .. 

:. ! i,, 

"Now as to ho.w. it got therG ,. Senator James Harlan, who was tho college 
president, was, 1e,lsc a member cf Lincolnt)i cn.binet, and Lincoln's , 
son, Robert,married Hn.rl'an's daughter, 1r,rary. She spent much time 
esp;~ci~J,,ly rin 1.,tl),e summel;'.s, in rrount Pleasant at her parent's home, with 
he:t'. chi,l;dri.}n. ,And lq.ter 'when the Harlan home was broken Up, this bcx 
wa;s f,ou,qc{ and ;placed by someone in the mineral case at the college, 
just qcross t:1je campus" . 

"I have never c1.oubtecl the authenici ty of the box, and al though it has 
been ,a :.:,oQd ;rnc1.ny years since I nave seen it, I have been told recently 
that it is still there •• ! believe it to be genuine". · · 

Tho Earth Sci~nce Digest, September-October 1954 
vin Gems 

FOR SALE ... Knockc1ovm Pony cnse ... 

-- - - - - - - - - - - - -- -
$20.00 - Jufy Walt, 2911 Jackson Dr. 

68502 ToJ.ophone 423-8477 
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SILVER-S"'ITHING TIFRS 

A Stockton, California club member uses steinless steel solfer in silver 
vrcr]{ as .i.t is cheaper, e2sier tc hPndle, anc1 c'oes n beautifal .. 'job. 

If you y7ill use 1/3 lacquer o.nc 2/3 thinner, you ban dip thE: p9lishe11 
silver in it cmcl. the polish v:ill lest infE:finitely, It also keeps the 
sil v/:r :frcrr staining some people's skin. 

The success of ths· fim~.l polish on silver c1 0penr:s en the number of 
buffing ~heel threaas-not ihe amcun~ of rouge-use~. A cheaper btiff just 

.· will not give the same results as a qu2lity enc. 

Plain old-fashioned whiting moistened with amwonia weter makes an ex~ 
cc:llent 2.gent for polishing tarnishc=:c'l silver. Wipe the paste cn, Alicw 
it to dry, and then rub it with a piece cf lGmcn. Wash anf dry thorough­
ly ancl. the sil vcr will st2y bright longer than with ordinary cleansing, . 

To rub smooth the high points of a gold article, use S()·c ium-bicarbcnEtt(: 
~ith a minimum of water. · 

To antique silver jewelry paint the places. to be clarkened 'INi th raw egg 
yclk. Rinse off the egg rmd rub highlights with Linde A. 

Glue your pattern on the si'lver vlith rubber cernent. Removes easily. 

Ben Ami applicf with an old toothbrush will give a satin finish, 

When you want to solder one part of 3 piece without having the solder 
run into an unwanted area, try painting the area not to be soldered 
vd th a thin paste me.de with jeweler's rcugc ancl v-mtcr. Tc rcrP-cvc, scru'p 
with a stiff brush. 

\Then you get toe much silver solder. on a piece cf jewe::J.ry and try to.:. 
get rid of it by filing, it te.kes quite a while. To get rid oJ excess 
solder without filing, talrn a narrow strip of silver about 1/8" wide 
and 3/411 long. Cut o. ~mall slit in one enc. Heo.t the piece with the ex-­
cess solder on it and tcuch the slitted piece cf silver to "the_exc~ss 
sol'."lor. The excess solder will flew up the piece of silyer. 

Do you havo trouble with' thin bezels C8.U$8Cl by lengthy polishing. pro­
cesses after r':11 solc1ering is rt.one? If set, next time try giving each 
piece a good polish bc,fore attempting nny solcloring.! Using this proced­
ure your silver piece will retain their form and strength and will 
stand up JPuch better 1,11i th wear. 

' ·, 

Before polishing, srnocth the silver w.ith emery cloth er pumice steno 
and w2.tor. Two polishing agents are usecl on silver-tripoli and rcuge, 
Tripoli is used to remove any remaining rcughness !rps the sivcr and 
rcugo is usea to give the silver a final high pclfsh, After all the 
rcugh spcts and scr1:1.tches have bcon removed ·with tripcli, the silver 
shoul~ be boiled in ammonia and soap water to re~cve all trnces of 
grci~cbcforc proceeding to the final polishing with rouge. If~ satin 
finish is dosiroci, finish with a brass brush, An antique finish may be 
acquiror1 by c'ls.rkening the silver v.ri th carbonate· cf soda anc'l. then 'smooth­
ing it with fine pumice. - - The Crystal Gaz~tto, 

via "Sercnc1ipi ty Gems", via Rear Trunk 
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From our Publications Chairman, Mr. Art Howlett 

. ,· •; .-y-:-7"7- < ~-. 

Someone asked me what we did last year; 1975~ This is what I told them. 

First, we visited our son John, :and family in Ohio in April. Came back through 
the Flint Ridge area but the Museum was closed on Monday so we did not.get to see 
it. :No one seemed to know where we could find or buy flint so we came away empty­
handed. 

Then we went to South Dakota, our old home state, over Memorial Day. !le visited 
at Uinner and Hhite River, The 31st of May the the first of June was spent in 
two gravE:i1 pi ts and on top of.~ big hill. The gravel pi ts were productive as was 
the top·.of the hill where we found some green stuff that looked like common opal. 
He broke some out of a boulder but could not get any with a seam large enough or 
thick enough to make any jewelry. Back to Lincoln to plant some garden and sort 
the rocks. 

In June we prqceeded to Gering, Nebraska for the State Rock Show, Ne stayed at my 
sister's_. ';['he rock show was a good one. Hhile there we went in to the Museum 
near the:Armory and they had a display of rocks almost as good as the rock show. 
We took plctures of. Scottsbluff and the nearby Hildcat Hills and looked for rocks 
but found.none. 

On to Danver to the lfational Rock Show. It was great! Then sightseeing and r@ck 
hunting. i-!e looked for turquoise but found none, On our way to Denver we went 
throu("h Wyoming and up to f.lendo Lake and found some good rock on the way. In 

'· addi tioh to the Rock Show we took in the Denver Mint, went to Central City, Garden 
of the r. ods, Royal Gorge, Cripple :Creek and a rebuilt frontier town called Buckskin 
Joe. While at Cripple Creek we went into a Rock Shop and the man showed us a piece 
of tur'luoise in.the rough about a half inch thick and about two inches square. He 

,r said it was worth .$?5,_00L That is why we looked for turquoise. 

He took off' for the·east coast on Monday the 14th of July. Stopped in Ohic fo:c an­
other visit with ·:our son and family~ On to Niagra Falls where we took a lot of 
pictures and bought some souvenirs.·,, Great place! Especially on the Canadian side 
where there were lc:t5 o:f :gorgeous flowers. 

Then for Herkimer,.New York, and Herkimer Diamonds! (quartz crystals) Herkimer is 
located in the east central of New York state just east of Utica and just north of 
Interstate 90. The diggins or open pit mi,nes are about 5 or 6 mile~ north of Her­
kimer and a mi;le or two south of Middleville. l'le stayed in a KOA campground 
across the road from the mines. A beautiful campground by a little river and the 
murmur of the water put us to sleep real easy each night. lle camped there two nights 
and spent one day at the mines. There are two diggings or mines, I guess you would 
call them surface mines, across thertoad from the campground and we paid $2.00 
each to dig a:11 ·day at ~i'ther or :.both mines. There is another mine. on up the road 
about a hal:f a/mile~ 'Ue iooked1 biit 1didn' t dig there. I found one diamond in the 
matri:ic among the. d.ebrfs pusH~d ba6k from the dolomite- limestone bank where p00pJ.o 
·dug· for the 1,)ockets of:e:tyiftali§') /This diamond was a.bout 5 or 6 carats 'and was in a 
:sm:ill ·pctcket close eri6ugh to'the surface to be seen. 1

· I 'worked around it;!fdth hammer 
··and 6fi:hfol for a bout an hour, before·· :t 'got it out. That mis work and··! decided that 
was not')for me! So we just looked around for them on the ground and between the 
rocks where they had been dropped by the diggers and not retri vecl .• ··. Fortunately it 

0
had,raigedj9--,light rain the nightbe:l;ore and,as the sun would hit tl:;le facets on the 

· crys:ta}s they could be easily ,seemand.,pickeci up. He got about a pint .:i..n. this manner, 
some big, sqme small, most+y_small;. some good, some not so good, mostly no:t.so good. 
So we bought some from those who d,ugthem out of the bank, Ue fina:,J.lyhad about 
two ounces for a display and some.for jewelry, He think this was about the biggest 
day we ever had hunting rocks.· You should try it sometime. · · · 

On to Maine and Keyser Pond, we would call it a lake, where a cousin has a summer 
cabin. No electricity:and no plumbing, but a real nice,place with a good beach 
and beautiful mountains·in the distance. My cousin took us around and showed us 
the sights, and there were plenty, took us to a rock shop, and to a restaurant 

continued next page 
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for a lobster dinner. Lobster':fs not for mer! Ue took lots of pictures of the 
lake, . the mom:tains and houses. Ue then : went: to Winchester, which is just northwest 

-. of Bo.ston, and his home and also the home .qf another cousin. From there he tobk 
U;S to Rockport, Haine to see Motif #1. On to see Bunker Hill, Old North Church, 
USS Constitution (Old Ironsides), Lexington, Concord, Plymouth Villages the Mayflower 
and many other things. 

On our way back we skirted New. Yo~k City, Philadelphia, Baltimore and l'lashington, 
D.C. because there was too much traffic for th:ts old country boy. He did stop at 
Gettysburg, the northernmost penetration by Lee's army, and took in the batt·leftieldd. 
Ve came home through Hest Virginia, Kentucky, Southern Indir.na, Illinois, Missouri 
and' Kansas. I always thc;)Ught the smog was bad in California, but it was worse in 
Hest Virginia and Kentucky where they burn coal and have a lot of chemical plants. 

He tried to catch up on things around home until the 19th of August, when, because 
of itchy britches, we took off:for the Black Hills. l!e stayed with relatives in the 
southern hills for about 10 o.c:1.ys visiting, rock hunting, etc. Rock hunting was 
good, especially out east of]3u:ffalo Gap, where:we got some good prairie aeate and 
petrified wood. Uc also picked up about 100 pounds of calcite crystal, beautiful 
stuff. This we carefully packed and took them to my sister in Gering. The next 
day, we headed for the camp@ound at Fort Robinson by way of Agate where we saw the 
fossil dig. Got to Fort Rob;in-t.:tine to get in on the watermelon feed that night. 
The next day, Lefty Rule, Bud &Helen Vasser, Hazel & I, together with a couple 
from Dannebrog, Nebraska, Chaln\arcand Dorothy Seldon, who had joined the rock hunt 

· · at Fort Rob, headed for r-Tuddy·Gap, :fronii.ng and JADE. 
: ,:.:r,< ., . . . . 

Ue camped at tho campground -- at Huddy Gap, which is not a town but just a filling 
station and a rock shop with a huge yard filled with rock of all kinds including 
jade. The rock shop-is owned by Lewis (Hap) P. Vondrasek, whose address is Lander 
Route, Rawlins, Hyoming 82303. If he can get 4 or more people to go with him, he 
will take them to his.jade m:ine's 'for $10.00 each and you can take home all the jade 
you can carry, The·women did not care to go and neither did I so we went to the 
Sweetwater agate diggins and Lefty, Bud and Chalmar went with Hap. He took them, 
although he was ,,displeased not to have 4. They got some -jade. and we got some Sweet­
water agate. Ui1ile at the Sweetwater agate. difgings, we got- acquainted with some 
people from Rexl::Jurg, Idaho, 1Iilli,am and Chr:istie Jackomsen of 220 Uest 1st South, 
83440. They bad some polished rock wi~h th.em and I was especially impressed with 
some Idaho opal, :Beautiful! 

The next day we went to the turritella agate beds. Picked up some nice specimens, 
took some pictures, 'looked around. Found some flat little arate wafers, flat little 
;cocks about tho size of a diine on up to a silver dollar and a dark blue, brot-m and 
black, Also found some ;algae.· The turritella agates were very plentiful and the 

·beds were scattered over a wide area. l'le had camped at Uamsutter and so back to 
camp for the night.·· That night, Lefty took his trailer, and with the Seldons', 
camped at the fork in the road that led to the agate beds as they wanted to get 
an early start to look for black' petrified wood. However, we, the Uassons and us, 
got up early enough to catch them in camp at 8:00 the next morning so we all got to 
go looking -for black petrified wood. 

I will try' to si ve a word picture of the country for what is about to happen. 
Interstate 80 bi.sects what is called the Red Desert of Uyoming. Uamsutter is in 
the east central part of this area. He headed south and west, mostly south, from 
1·f amsut ter. Our furtherst point was perhaps a bout 50 miles south and 25 miles west 
of lfamsutter. I never did drive in high gear, mostly in low. The ground was 
rough with numerous ditches. Uewere traveling across a plain in a southerly 
direction with 1011 hills to our right or we.:;t. The soil was sandy clay covered.­
with scattered brush. The only sign of human habitation was an ocassional fence, 
ThEr ground was dry and very dusty and as we drove along, we raised a great cloud 

continued next page 
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of dust, So, being in the rear, I drove quite a distance behind to avoid the dust. 
He had crossed several big ditches with out any trouble, so when I came to this 
ditch which appeared to be about 20 feet.across and about 4 feet deep, and, as 
Rusty had driven a.cross tdth his little 4 wheel drive Broncho and Chalmar with his 
big Chevy Van, I ·-naturally i:.houghl I could go anywhere they could go, So into the 
ditch I went.and stopped real sudden with a front bumper on one bank and the rear 
bumper on the other bank and there we sat. He all got out and looked the situation 
over and I got back into the V!'l and called Rusty on the CB, 1le then got out our 
shovels and started digging. The men, that is, The women got back into the cam.per 
out of the sun. During a rest period{ we noticed a little bird, about the size of 
a robin, grey brown in color and nearly invisible against the grey brown dirt. 1Je 
probably would hot have noticed him except that he came so close to us. The next 
rest period he was still ~dth us so I took his picture. About that time Rusty 
arrived and pulled us out. lle drove on to a {rate in a fence and while openine- and 
closing the gate we again noticed a 1i ttle bird just like the one we had seen-'a;t . ' 
the ditch. lle drove on to another fence but no:--'gate handy so drove -west toward the 
h·'-113 for a couple of miles and stopped. Lefty and Chalmar took the Broncho and 
-'.:rnve on to a butte a mile or so away while the rest of us waited, Bud walked 
around nearby to see what he could see and right at his heels was a little bhcJ., Just 
Eke the others we had seen, Bud said he had found a new friend and caught a small 
p:rasshopper and held it out to the bird, The bird immediately and unhesitatingly 
tock hold of the grasshopper and pulled it from'between Bud's fingers, all but one 
leg, Af+,er disposing of the part of the hopper he was successful in obtaining with 
his first try, he went back after the remaining leg and got that. 1'le tried to pet 
i1im but he would not allow anything to touch his back but we could touch his sides. 
He would followus anywhere and we had to be careful not to step on him. Helen, 
Dorothy and I took pictures of the little fellow and then put our cameras away, 
Finally the bird walked up to and onto Dorothy's foot and stood on her toe and looked 
up at her and preened his feathers, I ran for my camera but by the time I got him 
lined up he stepped off her foot and I missed the chance of a lifetime, Sorry to.· 
say, my pictures did not '.turn out too good. And we found no petrified wood, 3o 
b2,ck to camp. 

In the morning Lefty and the Seldons left for home. Bud and Helen and Hazel e.:id I 
decided we needed one more .day of hunting so we wer..t back to the turri telJa agate . 
beds to see if we could get some better specimens. As far as we know we drove bac~ 
to the eX'.1.Ct .same spot that Lefty had taken.us two days before, but the agate we 
found there was scarce and not of very goocr,qual'i ty, The place looked the sarr.e, It 
was as tho someone had come in and picked it· all up. 1'feird! 

The next day we went to Kimball, Nebraska where we Visited Pates Rock Shop on the 
t·:-est side of town. A real nice shop with a. good display of specimens, Then we 
split, The l!assers for Lincoln and us for Gering to get the rocks and crystalt; 
we had left with my sister, Ue<stayed there a day and then on home. Now to cut 
some of that pink jade and get some of those sweetwater agates and wafer agate into 
the tumbler. A year to remember! 

(Thanks Art and Hazel! It sounds like a very busy enjoyable summer - and don't 
let Wyominr fool you - lots of" places do look like the exact spot and can be as 
much as several miles apart.) 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
N()TICE AUCTION SALE OF JEWELER'S Aim HOBBY SUPPLIES -

We received a flyer from. The Grand Island Earth Scienc.e .· Club telling of an auction 
to be held Saturday, February 21, 1976, at 12:30 P. M; Items listed include 
procision machinery, vises, gold & diamond scale, ring sizers, desks, watchmakers 
supplies, anQ several cases and cabinets. Sounds very attractive. 
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SAFETY PAG.E 

Safety Tips en Dressing Grinding Wheels-Hovvnrd Stover, 
·via The Calumet Gem 

1, '·:eo.r e f2.cc shielc'l. over ycur gcggl.c:s fer protectir:-n 2fainst heavy 
pnrticles. 

2, Rounc~ cff the v1heel ecgcs ,pi th a h2cnc'1 stone befcre ancl after 
dressing to prevent the edges from-chipping. 

·3. Use n rrcssing tool sui t2.ble fer the job, Common tools arc a 
dinmon° drcssi :r ~ c,.,_rb('runclum c'resser ( ½ inch d i2meter stick in 
holner) or 2 star cresser·. Inspect st2.r fresscrs fer 100 se sh2.ft 
~n~ ~crn ~iscs. -

Li. · Use 2 V'crk rc~t tc support 2.nd guicle the tool, 
·r::_, Apply mcderatc pressure slov'ly nnc1 evenly, 
6. Alw2ys apply dressers at the center or slightly below the center, 

never abcve. 

Safety Tip from CFrrs 

The snfety thought this month is 8bout jev.elry en ycur hnnc'1s V·'hile 
· you arc Werking v·i th machinery This cri.n be pertinent tc 2.lmo,~t any 

kin--:1 cf ·work, especially where turning belts, v-·heels ancl Rny ether 
'-'"Crkinf m2chincry is present. 

t7hcn you ,rant to work in your shop, take off ycur j ev,elry and put 
it in n s2fe place before you begin, Rings cr.n easily get c2ught 
anr' c2.n soTI'etimes completely amput~tc 2 finger, er at lenst brca!'i: 
it so b2cUy tho.t it hns to be amputated. W2.tchbanc1 s can cause an 
injury to wrist 2.nd arm in the same fe.shicn. Arcunc. electricity 

. metal jev'clry crn be the cause of very severe burns if it comes in 
contc1.ct with cpen vdres, rmcl even if it coesn't burn, it cc.n cause 
n severe shock. 

Our jewelry is beautiful ana vrn love tc shcF it off, especially if 
we have made it ourscl ves. But let's save it fer the occa.sions when 
we can snfcly show it off---nct in the shop where it can cause us 
hc'irm, ?.nrl in the process, be ccstroye'.'1, 

.rr2.ny 2ccirlonts of this sc-rt hcppon eo.ch ycnr so it behccves us to 
THINK SAFETY in cverything·we tc. 

B0rnice JLchilles, CF!"S Sa;f'ety Chairmc.n, vin Chips & Tips 

Don't r'1 epcnr1
, 

en n "Gu8.rc' i2n 
,.er ,··.,~l'.' . . . • he 
careful in 

yr-ur shop! 

via The Rockpile 
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JUNIOR PAGE 

l\Te,. frcr the Petrifier'l Pebble Pups c-, 
The J'2nuc>ry meetin2: of the Petrifi · r-1 Pebble Pups w2.s helc".~.([~ 

at the hcrne cf Brent anrl Bra,-1 Jones. "?:l~;,;;;0
;;~/ j 

· The egg Cflrtcn ccllcctions werE: jurlger, rmcl the importPnce ~J4 
cf juflging V'8.S r1iscussec1

• Rocks were brought fer identificntion. ~ 
Jchn Wccc brought some go.len2. e.nd it was lc2.rnea hew tc distin- 'Aly,. 
guish between gclcna nna lea-. 

The afvanced group ha~ a field trip tc Wcrril Hall where thei 
observec the mineral specimens. 

Pe.ul Keoster became a nev· member c·f the Fetrifiec Pebble Pups. 
~(e~bers of the Club will exhibit at the G~teway ~all Show on 

February 14th. 
Lers end Anarew Olsen are enjoying the new lapidary equipment 

whidh they have recently acquired. 

BRJ\.CHIOPODS 
One of the chief ~ivisions of invertebrate fossils consists of thti 
Brachioporl. They rank high in terms cf usefulness for stratigraphic 
correlation, value for age determination. Brachiopods are marine 
invertebrntes in which the soft parts are enclcsed by two deposits 
of shell, term0d valves. Thus superficially they resemble the bivalve 
mcllusks cs.llec" pelecypoda or clnms. Brachiopcd shells are readily 
distinguishec1 from clams however, by nn equality of the twc valves in 
size anf. shape. The name brachiopoc'l (Brachio-arm, poc1feet) refers to 
interrn"~l paired a.ppenc'l.n.ges (Brachia or lophcphore) , which at first were 
assumed to function for locomcticn, like the feet of mollusks. 

via FOSSILS FOR FUN SOCIETY, INC. 

B2,rium ...• 1!lhP.t to do with ycur clcthes after enccuntering a 
Ccral •. , .. A place to keep sea horses. 

skunk.- .·x 

Geologist. A person ~hose career is on the rocks. 
Gypsum .... What an avr..ricious rockhound does e.t a swap. 
r"icrcmcunt .A very sIT!e.11 horse. 
Reck chisel.A reek Swap. 

By Dri.vc Peterso.n, form.er Ex. Ed, Goede-via Geb~e Newslatter 
- - - B!RTiJSONE CROSS.!tORD- - - - - . - -

cross- 1 June's faceted stone 

Down-

5 Also 30th traditional anniversary gift 
7 First month's stone 
9 August faceted steno 

10 November's great stone 
13 Stone for September 
14 Tho Hope . .,,......_,..,__,, ___ _ 
15 Enhances birthstones 
16 Birthstone between April & Juno 
18 March's original stone 

2 July's precious stone 
3 Much used by Indians 
4 June's feldspar 
6 Purple quartz 
8 Faceted f'or March 

11 Flashes many colors 
12 Alternate f'or December 

: ··.: :··. ~· ,.. 

1 7 Ho. 1 across under artificial light 
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!ICD'l'l:lmIAl, ml'I'Om!:S tl1aplayed. at an 
aar]J' gem show 1nolude4 prl.celesa an4 
approprlate exu.ples of pre_ne41; .. an4 
cut glass, epe.rkli.ng Jet· ancl.aaber, 
and gold and silver jewelJ:7, · pewter 
tableware, soapstone~. coner 
pots, iron tools, h1st41'1o gur.s a.nil a 
cl")"Sta.l n,dio set. Soae of 'tbe large:r: 
pieces were a copper 1IUh boiler,,& 
steel~ ~P, and a llthogz:,,.pher'a 
soapstone. · · 

June Ze1 tner, Mcet1,ten:d.al Peaturea 
wnter, would be S.ntereste4 in h~ 
1ng B1centenr~al Show plans of the 
clubs •. Ma.r,y are planned tor th1a year •.. 

. . 

• • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ... .... ,.: ••• -.... 1;• 

FebruarJ Newsletter . ha.a an· aµ.-ticle by 
Hr, E. w. Courter,~ two,. "C:ro,mt 
A~e~ which 1o VGr:, !.ntsre$t~, 'an4 
covei-s the area. kno,m e..s Du.,th Valley. 
took tor it at the Feb. meet1.ng ;o.~ a.at 
to see it later in the rear •. (llµb hu 
two copies available. . · ·· ;, .,. · _ ·· 

••••••••••••••••••~w•••••••••••••••••• 
1'HE COPPER COl-~ON.....lnother 1tea ·or-­
interest- s·tarta 'A stmnge and wonder­
:f\Jl metal 1 s cop:per,kn.own to early JlaJI 
tor its uses for tools and p~,'4,c"'v11ea, 
developed 'by modern man as the 'baEle or 
vast 1nd·watries, a.nd belo·,ea by rock 
hobby1ata fo,: 'beo.m1:rul. crystal• am, 
trea.Sil%'e%"ed g81U$e 1 

A news release by tbs Associated Preu 
t.rom Ohio recently aa,.a ths.t thee •Y 
actually be a. :real bu1s fOl' the folk 
aedi<:ine e·~e for. ~t1a-the C:Qpper 
bracelet. Research involves diea!oal 
reabUon, lacterta.1 ethylene, lUl4 Id.lie 
dumps. Watch for f'urther results. · 

•••••••••••••••••••o•••~••••••••••••• 
The Fed.e:nr.t1on endoreea the pol1c7 or 
SUMPS FOR FOOD PROGRAM and . urge all 
club aembe-'1"11 Sl,d societies to ask for 
coueaorat1.ve stal:lps to use· for your:. 
m:tl. :Be au:e +..o save &ll of the coa­
D.eln01"at1ve stamp.1 that you· receive az,4, 
turn -thea over~ ,our Stup Oha2nan. 
(In LCMC 1t ie now Floreme !orlng.) 

•••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••• ••••••• 
Remember - aek your club ~fflce:ra to 
!~e the AW.S Newsletter with JOU, 

.. T 

POLLUTION 

The late Dr .. Wm. Pecora, Undersecretary of the Interior, 
calculated that all of man's air pollvtion during his thov$Clnds 
of years on earth does not ~quol the amount of particulate and 
noxious gases from just 3 volcanoes: Krakatoa, near Java ( 1883): 
Mt. Kotmi, Alo~ko ( 1912) and Helka, Iceland\ 1947). 

He points out that nature's pure water isn't 50 pure ofter 
all.. A few ~xomple~: 

The springs feeding the Arkonsa~ and Red Riv~rs carry ap-
proximately 17 tons of salt per minute, · · 

.· The. Lernonade·Springs in New Mexico carry approximately 
9QO pounds of sulfuric acid per miflion pounds of water. (This 
is more than 10 times the:acid concentration in coal mine dii­
chorges .) 

. _t, 

· The Mississippi River carr~s over 2 million tons of natural 
sediment into the .Gulf of Mex.ii:o e_ach day. 

The Porio River of Arizona carries 500 times more natural 
sediment than the Mississippi River - yes, one billion tons of 
sediment per Jay•· . 

MASTODON 'PAftK 
.. : ' .~· 

A ~'on,,;ittee of hou'sewives near St; Louis i~winning its 
fight'tq"sove a notable fossil site from whic.h the.skeletons of 
sixty rriostodons''hav;e·.been removed. The state hod sold the 
kind for'a development ~hen concerned housewives decided to 
tokei.dition;.;}he lodies-:w~r~ told that they would hove to 

Troise o:halfm1l,Hor-i,cfullors to buy the land and preserve it OS 

. a pork. They"were also given a deadline for coming up with 
the money. The Federal Bureau of Outdoor Recreation agreed 
to match funds 9nd the State Legislature provided $200,000. 
When it appeafed that the ladies would meet their goal, the 
final sfa;ooo was pledged by the McDonnel Aircraft Company 
of St. Louis; 

Now o Mastodon Pork is assured and the four housewives 
and their helpers ore starting to think of a museum dedica~ed 
to the extinct resident of their area. 

The McDonnell Douglas Gem and Mineral Club helped the 
Mastodon Pork Com mi ttee at their recent annual. show. McDon­
nel I and other St. Louis area clubs will host the Midwest Fed­
eration Convention in July. 

LARGEST BLACK OPAL 

The world's lorgei.t block opal, weighing on astonishing 
145 pounds, was recently found at Andamooka, Australia, 
Professional lapidary, Bill Moriarty, will soon cut the opal 
into obou(30;000 pieces. The stones could bring over three 
and o halfm0iflion dollars on the market according to on officer 
of the AusfroHon Jeweler's Association. The king-siud gem 
was foundby a miner and sold to Jahn Roberts ond Yoshe Gold­
berg whci 6ci1ned it Koninderle, the Aborigine word forJoinbow. 
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Meet Paul Good 

OUR SECOND VICE PRESIDENT 

Second Vice President is 
Paul Good, Griffith, Indiana. 
Paul has served on Bulletin 
Editors' Committee and show­
ed outstanding leadership in 
th is field. He served as 
President of his local club 
,and as show chairman for 
local shows. He is an ex­
peditor for a large manufact­
uring plant. 

Bicentennial FEATURES 

by June Zeitner 

One of the early bicentennial gem shows was the 1975 show 
of the Central Michigan Lapidary and Mineral Society of Lan­
sing. The central display of the Bicentennial Mineral Heritage 
theme was a group of 20 cases of displays which showed antique 
articles together with the raw materials which went into them. 

Materials shown were glass, iron, copper, pewter, lead, 
zinc, gold, tin, silver soapstone, jet, amber and sulphur. 
Antiques included priceless and appropriate examples of 
pressed and cut glass, sparkling jet and amber and gold and 
silver jewelry, pewter tableware, soapstone carvings, copper 
pots, iron tools, historic guns and a crystal radio set. 

Some of the larger pieces were a copper wash boiler, a 
steel bear trap and a I ithographer' s soapstone. These larger 
items were placed on a platform of Chicago brick facing the 
entrance. Specimens accompanying the big antiques were 
huge and showy. 

The red, white and blue background was accented by the 
flags of the United States, the State of Michigan and the Bi­
centennial flag. A low rail fence with pots of flowers en­
closed the entrance display. 

Co-chairmen Lola Pearson and Nancy Smith and their en­
tire commiteee and club are to be congratulated for their ex­
cel I ent use of th is theme. 

Bicentennial themes are planned for 1976 by McDonnell 
Douglas and other St. Louis area clubs for the Midwest and 
by Kalamazoo, Michigan, Hot Springs, South Dakota and 
many others. We would be interested in hearing your plans. 

Scholarship fund 
tops $200,000 

The trust fund of the AFMS Scholarship Foundation contin­
ues to grow at an ever increasing pace. The total reported by 
the Foundation Treasurer, Ellis W. Courter, is now $202,792.05 
with $24,533.17 of this having been received during the past 
fiscal year. Th is tops al I previous contributions for one year. 

The contribution of the Midwest Federation for this period 
was $7,739.50 which brings the grand total of Midwest con­
tributions to $6 l ,649. 38. Every club in the Midwest is to be 
congratulated for their fine support of the Scholarship Founda­
tion over the past years. 

Because of the increased income realized from the growing 
fund, the interest (which is the only part used) allowed three 
$750 bonus scholarships to be pledged during the year in 
addition to the usual six grants, making a total of $11,250 
awarded during the year to support college graduate students 
working on their masters or doctorate degrees in science fields. 

Beginning with the new 1976 awards, the amount of each 
grant wi 11 be increased to $1,000 per year with each grant 
still covering two years. The usual six two-year grants will 
be awarded and hopefully funds will also be available for an­
other bonus award. To date, 52 students have been assisted 
in their education for a total expenditure of $ST ,900. 

PUBLIC IMAGE AND COURTESY COMMITTEE 
Mrs. Ruth Mogg, R. R. 1, Box 231, Grayslake, Illinois 60030 

The Central Iowa Mineral Society of Des Moines, Iowa is 
an active club. Mr. William Ashby, Treasurer for the club, 
described some of their activities. 

They answer questions about rocks and minerals of Iowa 
for the Iowa Development Commission. Some of the members 
have Boy Scout Troops and Blue Birds in their homes to observe 
and ask questions about collections. They visit grade schools 
to exhibit and discuss specimens and they also conduct dis­
cussions in the Adult Education Classes. They present programs 
for the Des Moines Women's Club and have exhibits at the 
Iowa State Fair and the Des Moines Public Library. This past 
year they had an exhibit and gave demonstrations for two days 
at the Des Moines Plaza Shopping Center. They also furnish 
displays for Drake University and have set up the Straight Col­
lection there. They always cooperate fully with the owners of 
areas when they are on field trips and they welcome visiting 
rockhoundsany time. 

What does your club do? Please let us know. 



SCHOLARSHIP TREASURER'S REPORT 

OPERATING STATEMENT - Nov. I, 1974 thru Oct. 31, 1975 

OPERATING INCOME 
Interest Earned - Bonds in Trust Fund 

Savings Account 
Gain on Matured Bonds 

$13,959.30 
411.74 
45.00 

TOTAL EARNINGS $14,416.04 

OPERATING COSTS 
Office Supplies and Expense 
Postage & Communications 
Plaques 
Bank Charges 
Trust Fund Administration 

$396.50 
299.76 
686.78 

5.00 
537.27 $ 1,925.31 

Scholarships Granted or Pledged $11,250.00 
TOTAL EXPENDITURES $13,175.31 

TOTAL GAIN FOR PERIOD $ 1,240.73 

TREASURER'S REPORT - Nov. I, 1974 thru Oct. 31, 1975 

ASSETS 
Bonds - First National Bank of Minneapolis 

Public Service Electric & Gas Co. $ JO, 148.30 
American Tobacco Co. 5,002.80 
Borden Co . 5,002. 80 
Crucible Steel Co. 8,000.00 
Sears Roebuck and Co. 10,000. JO 
General Motors Acceptance Corp. 14,962.50 
Pacific Gas & Electric Co. 10,060.60 
Trailer Train Co. 5,000.00 
Columbia Gas System 5,025.00 
Carolina Light and Power Co. 10,000.00 
Trans-Continental Pipe Line Co. 9,180.00 
American Telephone & Telegraph Co. 9,775.00 
Southern Bel I Telephone Co. 9,950.00 
Appalachian Power Co. JO, 150.00 
Ford Motor Credit Co. JO, 100.00 
Federal National Mortgage Assoc. 9,993.75 
Michigan Wisconsin Pipe Line Co. JO, 100.00 
Virginia Electric & Power Co. 10,275.00 
Ohio Edison Co. 5,125.00 
European Coal & Steel Co. 9,950.00 
T exes Commerce Bank Shares 9,664.50 
City of Montreal 10,000.00 

$ 197,465.35 
Savings Account - American Savings & Loan 

Detroit 
Checking Account - Manufacturer's National 

Bank, Detroit 
TOTAL ASSETS 

LIABILITIES 

11,214.04 

1,226.06 
$ 209 I 905 .45 

Accrued Accounts Payable - $ 537 .27 
1st National Bank, Minnesota 

Scholarships Pledged but not paid 

CONTRIBUTIONS (Principal fund) 

DEFICIT - As of November l, 1974 
Less: Net gain for period 

7,500.00 
$ 8,037.27 

202,792.05 

2,164.60 
1,240.73$ 923.87 

$209,905.45 

POLLUTION 

The late Dr. Wm. Pecora, Undersecretary of the Interior, 
calculated that all of man's air pollution during his thousands 
of years on earth does not equal the amount of particulate and 
noxious gases from just 3 volcanoes: Krakatoa, near Java ( I 883): 
Mt. Katm i, Alaska ( 1912) and Helke, Iceland ( 1947). 

He points out that nature's pure water isn't so pure after 
all. A few examples: 

The springs feeding the Arkansas and Red Rivers carry ap­
proximately 17 tons of salt per minute. 

The Lemonade Springs in New Mexico carry approximately 
900 pounds of sulfuric acid per million pounds of water. (This 
is more than JO times the acid concentration in coal mine dis­
charges.) 

The Mississippi River carries over 2 million tons of natural 
sediment into the Gulf of Mexico each day. 

The Peria River of Arizona carries 500 times more natural 
sediment than the Mississippi River - yes, one billion tons of 
sediment per day. 

MASTODON PARK 

A committee of housewives near St. Louis is winning its 
fight to save a notable fossil site from which the skeletons of 
sixty mastodons have been removed. The state had sold the 
land for a development when concerned housewives decided to 
take action. The ladies were told that they would have to 
raise a half million dollars to buy the land and preserve it as 
a park. They were also given a deadline for coming up with 
the money. The Federal Bureau of Outdoor Recreation agreed 
to match funds and the State Legislature provided $200,000. 
When it appeared that the ladies would meet their goal, the 
final $28,000 was pledged by the McDonnel Aircraft Company 
of St. Louis. 

Now a Mastodon Park is assured and the four housewives 
and their helpers are starting to think of a museum dedicated 
to the exti net resident of their area. 

The McDonnell Douglas Gem and Mineral Club helped the 
Mastodon Park Committee at their recent annual show. McDon­
nell and other St. Louis area clubs will host the Midwest Fed­
eration Convention in July. 

LARGEST BLACK OPAL 

The world's largest black opal, weighing an astonishing 
145 pounds, was recently found at Andamooka, Australia. 
Professional lapidary, Bi 11 Moriarty, wi 11 soon cut the opal 
into about 30,000 pieces. The stones could bring over three 
and a half million dollars on the market according to an officer 
of the Australian Jeweler's Association. The king-sized gem 
was found by a miner and sold to John Roberts and Yoshe Gold­
berg who named it Koninderle, the Aborigine word for rainbow. 

PLEASE!! DON'T BE A LITTERBUG!! 
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THE CAPITOL CDTS l'IRST BOCK SHOP 

2941 North ~th 

Need Gem Supplies? 

Well we have what you need. 

"SATISPIED CUSTOMERS ARE. OUR BEST ADVERTISEMaNT" 

TE:LF.PHONE 

466-1607 TOM & LEFTY'S 
ROCK SHOP 

15333 KEARNEY STREET 

LINCOLN, NEBR. 6Ell507 

Lefty still on vacation - back soon. 
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