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1975 - Nebraska State Fairgrounds, Adm, Bldg., Lower level, west door 
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EaqJ('fa.mily .. please i"b;ring a: c:overed dish and a 
sala.'d or de.ssert. Coffee and cold drinks will 
be furnfl:fh:~ by th~, Club. -~ Bring your own table service. 

. ~ ! ... 

Direct?~Y Cprr'~c2:t:};on: / The rrarvin Ander~ons' names were aco~dently . 
omitted from the 197 5 101ho' s "\ 1ho .. Please add to your directory: 
Anderson, rrarvin (Ilene) , P~a tthe,,,_,, Karen, Tv 1yla, and Daniel. 
Ceresco, NE 68017 - Telephone: 665-3747 (Toll) 

May 17-18 
f;7ay 17::·18 
June 7~ 8 

June 7- 8 

June 13-15 
June 14-15 

June 19-22 

June 28-29 

Aug. 2- 3 
Aug. 9-10? 

·:-.-.-, ,. 
·" 

Aug. 16-17 
Aug. 30-

Sep. 1 

.. Sep. 13-14 

Sep. 19-21 
Sep. 26-28 

Sep. 27-28 

Oct. 9-12 

Oct. 12 
Oct. 18-19 

11,, 

., 

'' '1975 Dates to Rememb.ef-
~- ~·- ___ ,. .. _ .... -. 

Ellinwood KS 
H~t Springs, SD 
.fu;;bron, NE 
··,: '.t.: .· 

Buffa.lo, IA 

c'~ring, NE 
Beatrice, NE 

Denver, co 
Grand Islam, NE 

Gothenber , NE 
vr;i -t~hell, SD 
:·; : ,. _(:· ·7 (; 

.. 

Cra.wfotd, NE 

Omaha, NE 

Kearney, NE 

Kimball, NE 
North Platte, NE 

Nebraska City, NE 
;._I 

Detroit, r:I 

frurdo, SD 
Grand IsJand, NE 

Roel<: Swap, City Park . y· 
Picture City Gem & r:in. Show, City Aud. 
Fort Butler Rock & Gem Club Annual Swap, 
City Camp"ID-rounds · ·· 
All-Iowa Roundup-Hosts .. Illowa Gem & r,rin. 
Society s · .- .,,;..c 

t!AOESCI State Show, National Guard Armory 
Homestead Gem & rrin. Club Swap, Chautau­
qua Park. c 
AFftS-Rr."FS Show and Convention, Coliseum 
Complex, 1325 East 46th Ave. 
Grand Island Earth Science Society Swap, 
Fonner Park 
NA0~9CI State Swap, Laf~Y~~te Park 
S6uth Dakota State Gem & r, in. Show, 
Ci ty°.'Pa::t1(,, •. -
Northwest l.\Tebraska Show, City Parle 

Nebr_aska rtin. & Gem Club Show, Holiday 
Inn,, 3321 So. 72nd St. 
For'i Kearney Rock Club, Open House, 
H~~~,da.y Im1~. · . ·. 
Plains' Rdck' & rrin. Club Show 
Platte' Va'lley Rock & r.-in. Soc. Show I 

ffat:i.onal Guard Armory 
Arbor Valley Gem fk .. r~in. Club Shqvr, 
f"erricn:Jal Bldg. 

. ,International 75, n·1F and central Canadian 
F·ed\ · of I'in. So'c ... Show and Convention, 
4400 If. Eight r~ue· ~I Detroit Light Guard 
Arniory ,.;; 
FHbr-Club Show, Auditorium 
Grand Island Earth Science Show 
Fonner Park 

,~- 1:. 



THE 'PICK & SHOVEL. __ '_· ~ Vo;l:UJne 15, Issue ii, .Page.2 -·-·- - - - - .... - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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LAST r.-ONTH, , . 65 members and 2 guests were present at the April meeting 
of th~ LGr-c. Gu~sts were Larry Lusk, J?r,es~dent of the Co~unity ;-~Ei:t~. 
Council, and David Eno. The Club has received a request .from the mayor 
to p~ti~~f~te in· the giant _B~-Q.en·3:ten11ia~. __ celebra~ion _which the;::ft~ ty is 
planning. ·1. r. Lusk suggested that our Bi-Centennial Show be a part of 
the. enormous''Arts Fair _whi~_h t_he.: PPn.111!)¾11,;t.y~ Arts .co~ncil expe.cts,":t.o h~lc1 . 
April 22-2.5, 1976, The Club voted_in-·favor·of having the Board of Direc­
tors take proper measures ''tci chang'r/'Ar~icl'.~ V of the Articles of Incor­
poration, which deals with the maintenance of the Club through the pay­
ment of membership fees and t:1.ue, S!'.LJJ1.at mon~;Y:. received from Show and 
Swaps may also be use,d to }'H~lp defr:~.Y :the .c~0osts of maintainJng th~. Club. 
Susan Taylor will ser.ve as· de'1~g~te( :tJ:L the· J:\!F -Convention a,nd Show in 
Detroit wi tl'Vlltl'e~:t'a ·Paul serving ·as 'alternate. ,·1e were sad'dened to 
he8:r of t_!\e_ .r~e~e~~ '~~~~ch of .Ch~f~~~ Jnd..ersonc, ~,,for,~Jj::P1:~1\93'.) °'r1,~·'.J'J~;. 
L~r.c. Af!:ef .)che, ,}Jus,~ne,~-!3 m~.Elt,i,ng-, ?9n carter ~V:~ .pistrJX~'.f.'tr-011~· on. se-t­
ting up displa;f 9ase,s: propel:'Jy. Cc,!t',e@:-' lemc,>J,1?.~i9', ,?-3:19,- dou&titnuts were 
served by Eugeritf1 ra~rl~ r.arcelP~--' Hil,~dn,.:; :, . . ' -- -. - \ :·J r-::-:' 

-1 • .1.::, _: 

od· 

\ 

Th7 I."ay 1965 me.eting v,as, »rrl-d:: fi:t the _R.9'~\ert_' s 
Dairy Party Room. ." ..-:: ., . : .... - ,; c, •J l-\' i 

. . '·. -~f c.1 ·-·: C ,_ \ S ['f _( ; . 

Everett _Feber, Floyd Olson', an:a· C. Ray ~/addle 
acted as the committee for .. pla;qning ~ l'Plesy" 
float for the Nebraskaland 

1 

Parade, -
·· ·· ·, i- ,-,·c· .·J :-, ;· -·.·•· '.-''L .. 

Roger· Fabian spoke on,.a VJ~_i:'y,:i11}ere9;tin€ 
topic - the Iris agate. " '" · · · · 

From the.notebook of Fr'~n6fs Tracy 
."1?10\J 

'.'L 

'· 
--f j· !.JO rf · , I ~. ~) .:-{ ~_;,Ti - 0 l - {~) 

This time my tributey.iir this column is to my sister, 
who was very dear tchme. She-·pas•eretf:l:'a»taS>' in\'Ki~gman, 
Arizona, before we arrived there, while we were,JO!?,· 
vacation. '"{·(,· . :.;dr::,·, J .cu=-c 

Song for Fy Sisters .. 
A sister is-a heritage 
Different from the rest, 
A sister i~ia blessing 
That make.s,-,o:ne doubly bl est. 
A sisterr.,is ,a segment 

' :, _ -,C· 

Of yours.elf·, :·a given part, 
. That com:e~what·;may of joy and storm, ·;J -'' 
.She neyer·1eaves your heart. 
_.l\,J sister is a· special gift 
God minted;rfrom-the sun, 
Ho·wodo I<.,know these things so well? 

, 1.;Ji§rga~_erme more than one. ,,,,~'I·· ?f-r'.I 

. er~) .. 

. ere· 

Author Unknown 

Submitted by r~arie Carveth 
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. '""( ~- ,., 

THE PRESIDENT rs; rmssAG E . 

Dear
1
;.c.1 ul;l M~.mber.~i-< :: su:im\ 'I.'.': --<-, -, . : . i - .·. · :cc · 
_··.·,,,-.;'( .~·,. +·-:.~:,;ri· t:.t{-'- ,--.r,) ~".'.r--:·.o .. '· 

f::s oti.t. °75 .!?,J+ow is_ .r.:;;y_;,~?1t~ and 11th, the set-up for the Show is Friday,>' 
1''t:)/[l:J9th_i, a~ _~,the ne:v;; Ai§lJ~,J.~1,,tl tural Hall on the Fairgrounds. ''\'.' 

,~:: ,-., ! .. 

J\,.;t.i;i'.l'?k'iiifad -of t.at;fi!:!.:r1'~ill be delivered by AAA rentals at 8: 30 a.m., 
a:ncl-·.Jim I arburger v_r,ffi~p.eed plenty of help. 

· ;:, CS CY j· ' . . . ~:; .·, ' 

There will be coff'tf,e ffpd cookies fo_r those. helping set up another great 
show. 

I knoi.:, that Glen and Flossie Litzenberg will :appreciate your hel"p, for 
the:y:.,have put in many hours oi' planning for this show... Let's all pitch 
in .. ~nd .help them. He will need plenty of. cases of your -goodies or 
bragging c,abs Or. je:w,elry~ .. 1 'e don't neecl empty table space. 

Let's all help, and make this another great show for the Lincoln G-em 
and Tineral Club, 

( ._:-, , .. r :: "; ·..J 

At tnis time' I want to· thank all who worked so hard for i;his_.show . 
. , .. , -.. ~ ~' ~ -. ·-~ 

The following 
the office.of 

.is. a copy of a letter to Frank Rule, LGr~c president, 
the Director of the State r·useum: 

farch Jl;t 1975 
r::r. Frank Rule ·r 1

; • 

President · r .,. 
Lincoln Gem and Irineral Club 

. :: '19 ~ '-· 0 ~ . Box 5 JLF2 
, 'i oiLincoln, NE 6850 5 ;_ .L '. 

Dear f"r. Rule: 

from 

I wish to personally thank the Lincoln Gem and Mtne:pal.Qlub, Inc. 
for its generous gift of :-;;250. 00 · for~: the pur:6hase"of'·'invertebrate 

., ~a+eont9logy speciI11r.J.?:~/, Jf>Mr ?hedc ;s being:forward~.Q~>:i:O: t;he ~. _ 
. • University of T':ebra~Jta: s'8U~f\tJ.on which handles all s-uc~c' dona ti:on::1v; . 

·. .. .~;. '. r-:;.,--.,. . ; 

Mr. Pa:bian too le me ~_q,. see . the spec.imens to be. purcha~_ed:, and I 
that it is an outstabdina collection. Labels in the e~hibits 
will, Of course I acknowledge. your club' 8 contribution,·_· 

. -:r·i -. 
. : ! i ;) 

S i~C-@:('.~ly, 0,11 

. ,J:ames H ~. CuJ!].ne~§iQD 
-=-,-~Director .··.:f fi,Jsr~,_c 

A thing done right today means less trouble tomorrow. 
Anon. via Gem Drops 

agree 

.. r , . , . 



THJr·;f ci:c:'.&-SHOVEL - cc- Volume 15;.Issu~ 11,- ,Fag~ 4 - - --- - ~ - 1·1ty~~!o7~ 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - .... ... - 6lliloa ...... - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - .z. ,,./. 
From the Edi tor's Desk. 1 1 1. This ¥1i11, be"-:tne last -re.9ular issue of the 
PIC1< & SHOV~L until September

1
, There will. be a mini-edition in July to 

aca uaint you with plans for tne ahhual Swap. -· ;J i: J "F: 

Allr~.ffortsi ar,e now ,being concei,.t+ated on ou~, Annual· Show, r'."~Y: 10-: al?-~- __ 
11. -- Reports indicate that it _is going to be . ohs tH' the best we .have;; ,- -: -
had. Florence Boring, program chairperson, has planned an excellent· 
program.,_ the: special feat1;1res ~rranged: by P?tt .LaVJ:so:p. are great~c:¥-n1<y~e _ 
v.1ork1ng shop, under. the direction- of.Glen Ulr1ch-1 . ~1111 be o_1;1ts"t;and1p.~: y- '. 

You don't ·want to miss the gold casting demonstrations by Like Holmquist, 
th~-"silversmithing by Grant Quinn~. or the ci~monstration of sphere ang."'c-,, 
bov.rl making by Roger Fabian. Some· of the Club's finest cutters will~be 
demonstrating the making of cabochons, and Kathy and Ray Grabher will 
be ~~monstrati:ng fac.~;ting. A f;ine .group of Dealers--Retail and Whole~ 
sale.:.:,-has beeri;Jined - :i,ip by: Howard Taylor;.. t1i th the usual. ~plendid ,-; ::· -<~­
cooperation oi,'c,the members in supplying cases. and- open displays, anp.,,. ·'n:~ 
helping wherever. needed, ._the· Show is bound to he a succes.s. Hats off: .,,~;d 
to Glen and Flossie for a job well done, and thanks to all the workers· ·­
who are so- .fj:i~erously giving their time and talents to malce this. the",,·: , T 
best Show ever! --- - ·- ·- ·" 

")1\.3 

. : ... , ,-.j ,-·· ,·, i· .-r .:. 

ROCKHOtJr,IDtl'TG RULES.: ,Neal r.~erfi tt (Grant -G~ol. Soc. --Chipl & Tips). 

,R emember ~that someorf:e' owns, the land where you may find your best specimm .. 
.9. ~~=-~r ::.fter you have obtained permission from the owner should you gp looJr.ing . 
.Q arry away v':t th you only those ·specimens havinp- rea-1 meaning for you. 
K ··EWP, O.l'hµ)()F_ing-forihe bea.uty .that i-$ everYWhere1.wcµting Jor1yoit~osee.~t·.,· 
li elp to keep the region b.eautiful '.by, not de$tro~irig any:th1ng, _ -_ ·_ · · ·'· 
open your heart and mind to the contagious sharing of those you meet 

in the fieltf/ , fc' ·-· --
U nderstancling of our beautiful worlcl increases as we look clo·ser at.: it. 
F ever destroy anything that others may find valuable to them,:-,_L >':~t~f 
D ivicJe your finds with others and you w'ill find that"'qyour enjoymernt 

multiplies. . ;\ r 

I nspire others with your enthusiasm and you will he inspired. tby '"Others. 
N otice details and soon you will have a beautifully detailed picture to enjoy. 
G ive to others, not to get from them, but to get the joy you are ::see:ki:n)'. 

via The Jaspilite 

". ti~i~HArt of Displ'ay" ; -this article begins on ·page 6 :r, 

A collection of minerals may have been started for its beauty, or 
~Oi~- ~he: :BJ.ieasU:fE;1\r:8inst satisfaction of ?oin.g out in the field and finding 
them yourself. ;11ut,1;,here are SOif/18 ~i,~erals one has to get through .a 
commerical dealer because. few ;o;f us.):i,~ve the opportunity .to travel· as 
widely as dealers; nor do we have their contacts and sources. 

Uhen adding to yqur collection by purchases, the amount you pay 
may have J,;,t1:;tl;:e,, to _ do· :,with that specimen's esthetic value, The axiom 
that one gets what-o.:ne pays for does not always hold true--a less ex­
pensive piece may please you more than a high-priced one and be more 
highly prized because it appeals to_yaur esthetic sense. If you've ac­
quired a mineral and later find a better specimen, don't throw av,ay the 
piece you were first,att~aqtedc,Q~(tr 2 ifrit was good thentri1,:ts sttll A 
good and will always be eood-. . ,;:,n,, 

··- . --- - - - - - - - - - - -
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'i:ne April 1975 me~ting"_gf the Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club Board of Directors was held 
at 1101 Driftwood at 7:30 P, M. with Frank .Rule presiding as Presfdentt'f>. -. · · 

, ., .r 

Roll call of officers was taken, with 6 board members present and three excused .. c 

Committee members present: Art Howlett, Glen & Flossie Litzenberg, Evelyn Ulrich, 
Marita Bigley, Phyllis Parks and fo;:i:- 0 a, sho:r;t,time Tom Simmons. 

Minutes of the March Meeting were read and approved as read. Treasurers report by 
John Harrison, Jr., and approved as read, 

Bills were read by the treasurer. Motion by Don Carter to approve bills as read, 
seconded by Nelaa. Oliver. Motion c~rried. Additional bills were read from late 
comers and approved with original motion, 

1975 show report, by Glen & Flossie Litzenberg, Kansas Nueman College offered a rare 
opal sculpture for $100.00 a day with a minimum of 3 days, Motion by Howard Taylor we 
reject -this.-:of'fer, §econded by Don Ca.r;t~r. MotJ911 carried. 

Pre-si--dent rea.,q.'. letter from Dan Mount of Hc!,rris bur.et inviting LGMC on a l'lyoming field 
trip oval:' Memorial Ueekend. This lette,r printed ,':i,n the P ~ S. (April) ,. • · 

· · · ' ' ' . • · ~-tl t1
0
• ;:::;_ ·:/• 

Long Range Planning Committee - Frank Rule will contact Roger Pabian to get a meeting 
date''s'e'·t: ... . .. " ; •.!. . . .. ; ; ,;, ' . ·: 

After d.fsdussion on a motion by John Harri•s·on, Jr. to bring .:;up a tr Sept, meeting to 
have a mall s}i6w ,- seconded by· Don Carter, · motion cartied .i · 

Discussion on 1976 Show. Howard Taylor would like LGMC tq do something outstanding 
in '76 because he will be President of Midwest Federation. This is to be brought before 
the general membership at the April 26 meeting. 

A show director should be appointed at the May meeting, 

A discussion on the cost of refreshments. Frank Rule will contact Marie Carveth and 
ask her to hold the cost doen. 

Discussion on by-laws, After discussion a motion by Howard Taylor that the board place 
on record a·. reco!J).Inendation of a proposal to the by-laws committee for additional 
duties for first.,-and second vice president as per such - Educational Chairman for 
1st Vice President and Program Chairman for 2nd Vice-President, seconded by Nelda 
Oliver, motion carried. 

State R~ck Swap is first weekend in August at Gothenburg, Frank Rule to write to 
Selma Hammond to set date for LGMC rock swap. Don Carter will be Swap Chairman. 

May general meeting/picnic to be changed so members can have long Memorial weekend. 
To be voted on at the April General meeting, 

Next board meeting May 1, 1975 at Frank Rule home. 

Application for membership for Deborah Langley and Andrejs Zarins (Andrew). Motion by 
Howard Taylor to accept to membership, seconded by John Harrison, Jr. Both dues are 
paid, 

Camper Clinic workshop seminar to be held April 9, 16, 23, and 30 from 7 to 9 P.M. at 
Auld Pavilion, also the NRL Campout at the Yogi J?ea:i; Campground the weekenq. o:f May 1, 4 .... ·-· . . 
fion3c~rter reports four locations in Colorado are closed to hunting. Has some feelers 
out i!J Hyoming. Below Guernsey Dam is brovm jasper with hematite, Saratoga there is 
wood and the Spanish diggins. 

New deadline for the P & Swill be the first of the month. 

State convention will need four delegates -- Frank Rule and Marie Taylor volunteered. 

Need delegates to Detroit (Ml'lF) Convention in October. Susan Joleen Taylor has vol­
unteered. Motion by John Harrison, Jr. to allow Susan Joleen Taylor to be delegate to 
exective meeting in Detroit, seconded Nelda Oliver. Motion carried, 

continued next side 



---.L 

April 197.5 LGMC Board Meeting continued 

Howard Taylor need~ four slides for the sl1de programs ,~of the €iiest speaker at'>tpe 
banquet, Motion by John Harrison, Jr. we make additional monies available for the 
additional fotlr slides, seconded Nelda Oliver, motion carried. 

· :: A :::J:i·_:, 

The board ·needs to get behind the 197.5 Show and ·say lets go. 
. - . . 

Nr. Taylor to write a short article for the P & S ·about the cases the club has for 
sale. · 

. "'•.?:t 

Motion to adjoum by John Harrison, Jr, 

Nelda Oliver, Secretary ···,ffc'~ 

Below is a sketch of the area in Pioneer Park where we will hold olll' May meeting. 

Take note of the. fact that this will be the ,.5th Saturday instead of' the 4tli!, ,Jn case.',{: 
of inclement weather contact your officers for information. (They promise no 'rain.) ; .-, "' 

Frank hopes to make this the best ever picnic meetine so bring your favorite dishes. 

The Park Department has reserved the 'Rorshoe' tables which are set in cement and 
have an electrical outlet available.i They specify seating for 1.50'persons. 

They desc~i~ the locatio~"as just fre~t of the 'Concession Stand', 

7...oo· 
11· . 

. ".i :,. 

PoJEwodl.) ·· 
~owf-: 

Please f~el free to· bring your bragging rocks, swappin[!' rocks, or questions about 
rocks. 

Tentative date for the Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club Swap is July 26 and 27. A 'small' 
bulletin will be mailed out in advance to aquaint you uith the details. Plan to 
have that time available though. 

/'; . -
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Dear Lincoln Gem and IUneral Club Members: 

The 1975 Show should be ready 1by the time you read this letter, Ue wish 
to thank everyone f'or their cooperation in putting on this Show. lle did 
not have the experience to put on such a Show, but with so much help from 
members that were qualified it did shape up. 

It has been a very interesting experience for us and has helped us to 
become better aquainted with the Club's business and the membership. 
He have learned f'ar more'than if we hadn't had this chairmanship. 
Ue are happy we had the opportunity to serve the club by being Show 
Chairmen. It was a challenge-~nd'we feel it has been a success. 

He just wanted you all to knotf:,,11ow much :we appreciated all the help that 
was given us and to tell the. niembers-:they need not be afraid to accept 
any duty they are asked to do fo,r the Cluh'-s benef'i t, because there will 
be someone there to help them ~hen the-yneed it. 

Sinc~:rely, 

Glen &.:F;'~o.ssie 11 tzen berg 
1975 $!low Chairmen 

* * * * * * * * * *:·*"'* 
Howard Taylor, 1975 Dealer Chairman';-,)1as secur~d-?f~~-,,f?.llowing fine Retail Dealers 
-.:-id Uholesale Dealers for our Shpt(;i;: 

Retail - Lentz Lapidary·+ 
Opal Via Australia 
Dennis &.'1-1ar<: Johnson 
Hutsell' s·r:Ro~k-:.Shop 
Ebersole illap'idary 
Honder,. t1drldc of Rocks 
Rolene's Rock Shop 
Keller:~·s ocr'i 0c1v, 
Everet'toLapidary 
SnonYGRa.IfgeilltodkJ Shop 

Uholesale - Lqv~t~c13- )l~,t.~tY 
; T '.) $ l ~, ':, ~e~~!' ~ti~~,; j: r;, ,_. 

' t- :J ''Mtilva.n@; Kansas 
; , c ; Hem:et} ,1calif ornia/' 

-:. ,-; ,-, Mar:i.katJ ) Minnesota ' - ~ c, · ' 
'J • r ' 

'r, ,Blue ·spftngs ,1 · Missouri ' ·-~ L .L ,~, 

; - : n-11ch'1 U t Kansa::f/H -_: 1 · e rn j· :) s : 
-'.J :st. Joseph, Missotltl :: : ' ·o on ''.i.Ol 

llabasso, Hinnesota: s L ·"':o 2 '·,r-rL 1 

Bend, Oregon '. y, Cj ,.:, ':I -, : ' '.:? s :,. ,_:, ,-{;, 
Lincoln, NebraEika:l-ur: ,')·_,:? _ ,;u,;' _ .:-.,,,_r:;::, 

Laramie, Uyoming'; ,; 3,0 :-u . .:r :\':: T r F' 
;- :,:::, :-:•::, :.':;:?"\ 

\Tichi.ta Falls, Te;a.!3r f;::;u:,.:fu:c 
Lincoln, Nebraska , ; 'I"' r, ,, -: ,,-, 0 

_,·,,,-!· 
. ,-) -' ':,,,:,J>Y) - :i~ :·1r1::/t,3,-:,:c:,-'*.j·*,~:fr * * * * * * * * 

Pat La,1-r.3p_~, , ~~~C!~~. ,~1~~~,.fJ"s,;_9hii~}l, reports these displays and de~o~:itx~t,'i9;11,s 
Hhich !:1}~;;~,1f.~1.t\¢p~ift_ :95 ·'~p_fft 

- Fossil Sculptures, None Luthi, Topeka·;· Kansas 
': ,·, ;- rf- : . - r r : ; 

Gold Hire Twistirj.g ~ Ed & Mary McNamg'.r, Des Moines, Ia, 
-".") L·.\ 

Sand Plaques, Dan,:,& .,Inez Finch, Des Hoines, Ia~ 

Pictures in Gemst6ne, Bev Carrol,' Fort Dodge, Ia. 
,,_,; 

ERTS Sattelite,;11ma,ge'. of United States, Remote Sensing Center, Lincoln,llE 
: --,+-

Faceting by o'ttj:v, cnm National Trophy Uinner of 1974, Frank Krejci, Lincoln 
; ,·· ·, 

Fossil Turtl,1*,:!J& Oredo:nt Skulls, Larry & Vi Van Cleave, former LGMC 
13 :r:s members now of Crawford, Nebr, 

Spherernak:i.rl.'g '=by Rueben Lundquist, Manhattan, Kans. 
. ·. !"') ;-f. 
Sta te M.us~Uffi Trilobites displayed by the University of Nebraska, Lincoln 

Sil versmi \hi:t;tg & Casting, 'Henry Meyers, Kansas City 

The Hiss Nebraska Crmm, created by the Assoc.Retail Jewelers of Eebr. & 
South Dakota 
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The follo·winf is part of an article "The Art of Display" - by rc1ts, 
Vivienne M. Dosse, taken from Paci:fi<f r:~i:neraloi2:ist 1 

The value ,-of a, ;,mfrier1:1:( _specime~fl,'.s\pr.ipcipaliy Jn .its esthetic 
appeal, Of course value diri l:i~ mtidiffe~-~;;y: rarity or curreht a.em.and 
among collectors. Display can be a :soµifp~·1 o:t: joy .to. the collector 
whether the mineral has value o.i'.' not. · ·Just ·a shell' of tv10, or even a 
box, can· be used to display your -i;:u'1le1r.-tiointifor your own enjoyment, 
After ~ whi]l;e .· Y,8U ge ... t tb the :~o4nt ·v,hsre,,r1~cfi1 '::rant ·other people to see 
your mJ.nerals.-,1-a_nd theh you ldilsp'.111t;V'rlthem..:p,;ibl1cly, , . · · 

To put ,:their best appt:la\ran~~ t,(l)rt.t'g::if4 ~- "' 1nash their faces" and assign 
them places that give a.deqt;tafte·tsp:a.:ce,'a:rJ'~tmd them so there are no confus­
ing plane~,, f.acets I or r~.fb~J?11i8J1~{!J,,r:,A,-rffiir;iitn~m sp~ce around a specimen 
equa! to ~ t~.,·great~.st di~n:i.1~1i~hnl.fl ,.~1J.:1,.p,+;r~ct1017s is r~commended, If a 
specimen. is ;m,ountec;, ~llo"'.Yn}:3iP~~e be1iw_-f;lep,1 ms>;:i:111,tings o;, .bases (not between 
the specimens) to avoid a Jumbled etf~c.t,,.., f'' ·ri. , . . , 

After showing non-competitively, j,6\i may wish to compete and might 
even have friends urge you on,with remarks like, "You're pretty good-­
nobody can beat you." . r'rsh . .Possee advised not to believe it; they don't 
really know and are beirig:p'.ol{te. '_Having served as a judre in several 
competitive shows, and kn6viin° how displays are judged, Vivienne suf­
gested you disregard those well-intentioned friends because 111hen you 
display compE!ti tively, YQ'-f, cq.m.e up 9;gai,nst,.RJJLES. H~r advice a,bout 
rules is to R'EAD THEI". Then;· READ THEr~ AGAIN apq be SU!'e you:'µnd~;r­
stand them, And OBEY them precisely! Should you compete and'not win a 
prize, but your case- is so··aYtft'ractive that people 'Jtave stopped and 
looked a.t it, then you· have' p~ssed the first hurdt~1.;..showmanship. 

rrs. Dosse did not discuss cases because the'ri;-r~re many different 
types availabl.e; · some de'sigried for various purpos1es·!;;:i Individual col­
lectors keep trying out dif-ferent cases, and that :rs 1 ts it should be, 
for no one has as yet come )up 'with a :case consider·eerthe best for all 
kinds of displays, • ! • 'J?j,:,r; 

The background in a case should not overpowefjthe,specimens, be­
cause you are not showing bacltground. Linings of pl~.ated brocade and 
bright satin may cause people to stop' but they may')comment about the 
work required on the. background rather than the mine:JS',als in the case. 
A too subdued backgro'und is the other extreme ,to avoid. Grey linings 
kill most mineral color. The color from minerals is reflected light and 
that from fabric is pigment which is opaque; therefore, the colors 
should ri.ot be in c,ompeti tion or cause confu1:;1ion ,,.,u.;Jqi':.;;.: . .. .. . 

In preparing, a display, count the number of ;cSJi~C!imens you :wil], 
show, then proceed with a mock-up, On a table top, _,rµle or measure a 
space the size of the ca,se bottom. Using boxes of' ·various sizes, blocks 
of v.•ood, styrofoam, etc. build up risers on which you expect to place 
specimens. ,.rhen you get proportions that are pleasing to you, then 
start arranging the minerals. Limited only by your imagina·tion, it is 
well to remember that it is the minerals that will.be on display, not 
;your skill_ with a scroll saw or l{nife, Design a case interior which will 
not compete with your minerals but instead will shovr 1off their beauty, 

, , -, ,)1,epe, 1tha-p the case is lighted properly. Crystals especially must 
have light to be at their best, and reflected light o:r,,)ights that can 
be refl'~ctect···from crystal surfaces is the most desirabl'e. Jewelers 
prefer incandescent light in their cases and unfrosted, clear bulbs 
which are shielded from the viewer's eyes, Jewelers ,aG?so use velvet as 
background becat1se whi;le velvet has texture it a;l.,$.~, h~l:i a softness that 
does not cdmpet'e with the brilliance of mineral ·c·ryst~1s. 

--Continued at botto'm 'of pa/~ '.'4 
r. 
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JUNIOR PAGE 

From our Edi tor, Mrs. Ulrich come the'se clippings especially for the Juniors along 
with the request for more contributions and news items to be submitted by the younger 
members in LGHC and by the other Pebble Pups. 

From TELEVIEHS - a cartoon of a learned gentlemen asking the young schoolboy " 
Hhat do-you want to ~ when ;you grow up?II. :To which,;trhe ,PP~ replys -"A .sub­
systems communications engineer in synchronous-satellite ~~Y,Slopment, estab­
lishing module desi5n and defining internal-external interface requirements 
and performing bread-board and flight-hardware tests," (Can·you top this?) ,' 

- - - - - - - - - - ' ~ "\\\\ / . 
Petrified Pebble Pup's Hews · ~ i 

I I 

The 4-H group, with their leader Mrs. Harie !'fells and the 
Assistant County Extension Agent, Allen Boettcher spent 
Saturday Ap:i;il 19 touring and hearing plans for the new 
4-H Camp Grounds at Gretna; then adjourned to some 
nearby sites for rock hunting and identification, They 
took sack lunch but came home tired and hungry after a 
day in the outdoors. 

The Pepble Pups have-~eral very interesting>outi'rigs 
planned for the ·s1'.llnrii:er mofiffifi:fJ and we hope they wilr 'take 
time to share thein wfth'>tfie: club Via this publication. 

't, 
. ·t, ~. ·~t ... ·}~' .. ·-~<· ,·l· 

~··;:, 
· ·,1:sr{'.· .. ~ >~:,.. · 

·. :· .~.-

GEH CROSSHORD PUZZLE prepared & submitted by Linda Parks 
~t/4_,,,:- .: 1 

-~ ~-,.::.;;:-~ - - '-""! -·-

6 

// ·1/, V// ,:/_,:; 
I/ I /. //,, 
i\/ . 

I/, 
: /_./! 

~. ' '/ 

I .· /! I / 1 I / 'I ·// 1/J /I / /; 1/, . I II;;· 
. . ·' I I I ' '/ / I I / 

,·. ; 

1J. 
14, 
1s. 
1 '?. 
18. 

1. 
2. 
3, 

.5. 
7, 
9. 

12. 
14. 

16. 

ACROSS 

January's birthstone:.---; i .. i 
8 on Hoh' s scale of hardness.·, -[ ., 
Purple quartz ·: ;)2 

Red corundum , ; .. , 
Substitute for dia.mond.Jtf;: :. 

·. jeweJ.;t;j :r · -.:T,:; 
Layered quartz · '~: ,..,~: · ' '.):?. 

Building stone 
Used in Indian jel-1elry s v .·. 
You write with it '.i:!.i: 
10 on Moh' s scale of hardness·1 c 

D01-IN 

Banded or cloudy quartz 
Elephant's tusk 
Si02 
Ha term el on . 

oxide ---Early fossil 
I,fany colore.d gem 
A mineral.with sheet like 

structure 
A metal 

·::: J. 
j ::_; 

,,v 

:·r.,r[:. 

i:J 

J'l.S'J .)rl~f' 
'! [:,() 

-- -·, . ..:_J\ . .'t 
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Sc· many- 1riouiries have been made: concerning the George ,fFcGinnis 
family that a l~tter from Glenna is being· shared with, :you. 

Li--12-75 
Dear Evelyn':· 

• • J • 

Thought I Id se.nd; you 'a br.ief note t.o say we are enjoying our stay here 
in the Islands ;so far_, ,, Rave gone isla.nd-hoppi:hg to the big one:, ·Hawaii,. 
to ~aui and Kauai, a~ well as Oa.hu, ~here our daughter lives on the 6tit­
slcirts of Honolu.lu at Hickam A.F.B. 

There is ,just no description of the flowers, sand, and sun which will 
tell you t!".uly how different these islands. ,are from th.e .rri~inland. Every­
thing h~~e has blooms! even the. weeds. . Orqhids grow w~:l~i ~long the r9ad 
on Havraii, and I've picked passion fruit, ~okee plums, gua:vos, and man~ 
goes growing wild, too. Here in the yard ~±:'e bananas, ma1JJ"Q.0

~$ ,: avoca,gos, 
and papayas, as well as coconuts.. The peln:iki, plum,eria, gJnge:r\ and· · 
bouganvilla grow everyv.1here but very few of the island 'flq;~et~ .. :sm,e·11.at 
all, r ·e have taken gobs of pictures and if they turn out··welT · shQuld 
give an idea of what it is like here. '" c, 

Besides sightseeing, we have spent days· on the lit-t-ie secluded beaches· 
near the small villages, away from the tourist haunts. · , Fe: never >fO to . ·• 
'\taikil{i, pref erring to see and talk v.1i th the local people who are most 
friendly and alvrays helpful. They have shov'n us where and how to hunt 
for shells, told us ·where· the /best., swimming beach~;s,,i,are,., vrher-e .. to buy 
local produce and fish, and have been generally tremendous hosts. They 
really go out of their way to be friendly. 

Our dauphter and husband took us out for a bit of . the night li:f"e··; too·. 
\

1e had dinner at the Top. of the I, the JO sto;r-y I1ekai Hotel, one night 1; 
where the view of Pearl Harbor is magni:ficent; at sunset, and even more 
so as. ,th<:\,;t<\ghts over the city come o1h:::i · ;. "·-- · 

\'fe visit.ed, the' sugar and pineapple planiation's and had .the fruit .picl<ed. 
and sliced for us to eat right there in;the f1eld. ile plan to brinf 
some home, too. I've develc;>ped a. taste·for the papaya and eat it every 
clay in some form. The li ttJe pinlr. bananas he~::, :~re delicious. also. 
1:e have wat9hed the surfers· at rr:akoha, Sunset1 a.nd the Banzai Pipeline,· 
liJ<e you s'ee· on T. V., visited the -P;olynesian Cultural Centert· run by the 
rormon Church to educate and keep alive the ancient crafts and way of 
life of the five cultures of Tonga, Fiji, ·safu'Oa, Tahiti; and r·"artjuesa 
Islands, shopped, Ala r·onoa and the" Internat.i.011al PE3.rke!J., .. ~s well ?-§3 
seeing the Palace and the l' ission Houses of old ancl so many other places 
you have read about and, I h.ope, have the great opportunity to see 
yourself. · 

Fe Still aren t t ready tO f'O .home bUt Will. have to begin l)·la!ll1.111f tO ... 
soon, for v.1e are having an October wedding -and that takes a lot of work. 
Our Debra is marrying a Valparaiso boy. · Dan l'.'asek. Ve will be hon1 e in 
time for the r·ay Rock -Shov•, .if we · can··tear o·urs·el ves away from this 
v:onderful sand, sea, and sun. 

Regards to you all. 
,, 

-

The rracs 

M.AUVE STONE IS VERY RARE ... The rarest gem in the v,1orld is the Taaffei te, 
a pale mauve-colored stone. Only two are known to exist. 

via Chips and Tips 
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C IS FOR CATALOCUE: 

SUBJECT Catalogue file your specimens! 

tHY To organize your collection. 
To acauire basic information on your,c-specimens by researching 
each 6ne for correqt spelling and ·chemical composition. 
(Carrfµi,t_ ·this .one ·:step further and reading the complete sec­
tion on each mineral yo,u _Jook _up is a good v1ay to get on an 
"old friends!' basis with yqur collection.) 

r"ATERIALS Ind_i:a inJ< -and pen 

TETHOD 

.. : f" '. ~ 

· <3'' x 5" file cards 
Cleair" Nail polish 
' hite· enamel Tester's pa·int and ,t;iny paint brush 

or ·,c::·c,.r 

Typing correction fluid' ( Liq uid<Pa:per ol? Sno-pake) v1hich 
comes vri th its own brush . '. · 1 

' · 

Reference books - recommended are: 

For chemical composition 
Glossatjy :'Qifi_; r(Jfrfer:aili 0Species ·by_ Fichael Fleischer. 
This is cJt:he'.-;J.nO:S:m:.·cornj)let-~ ::up-to-date lts·t of all 
1<novm species that's available. It may be ordered 
for f;J ·-~' l11-S-011}. r}!1ieralo:g':~cal Reco_rd, Inc. , F. 0. 
Box 78J, Bowie, ~aryland 20715. 

. ," :· • . ..,_ r· : ,· 'l .-~ c",- ·•. ~ n·1 f ·:· ·-. ,- ' ' 

. ;·: _,: ... ~or:.}:1or~e.:,:~:n;ct~e~':th'.O :'readJnr - . . . . 
- .. tr17:1eralti,Q'.'.y;-1Jor Amateurs by ~~ohn S1nkan1{as. 

:/ · This ma,y be, p,urchased throu,<?":h. dealers, bookstores, 
·-'-·

1 or LAPIDARY- 'JOURNAL. . 

'"·"Paint a- i:lrna1rl '-cirb1e ,.of' white om:thie specimen's underside. 
V.?r it e a number. 00-ni: ':'it:· i,vi th!: Ind ire 0j.mk .:e ~, : ·· 
~oat ~he. circlr~ wi_t

1
h clear ,ll.{l;~l,:po~[~J~h.,.~:; J\' c=, 

r alrn ,a file c~rd tp;;forres:p_9n,c1·)ti1- tJtct---h,f9·nu,mJ:?-~r·· 

MINERAL:. 
FORMULA: 
LOCATI01'1 : 

DATE: 
OBTAINED: 
tOTES: 

· CO-ST: 

Bari.t;~ 
BaSOI~ 

Specimen 6 

Hurley, Visconsin 
1964 
Traded. 
Colle-ctea_; b.y--John Brottlund, Iron­

. wood,>· t=ichigan 
f'ontreal. f\ihe -
40th. level (4000 ft. underground) 
#6 shaft, 70 crosscut 

'---...---------,..---......... ------------···:i con inuec1 next page u 
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r:1:tf;ERAL: . r'.iileri te 
C0f~POS1TI01'~: Nickel sulficl e 

Specime~ -22P 

LOG.ALITY: Halls Gap, Lincoln Co., Kentucky 
DATE: 1965 SIZE: T' x 2" x l" 
OBTAINED: Collected. COST: . , 
NOTES: A half geode yri th bj!."',ight f ila-

rnents of rrilleri te on brQf1n/ gray botr;v::o idc1.l 
chalcedony. Cubes of py±':i te are on th_e chal­
cedony and caught in the millerite. This 
specimen was collectecl one year {ollowing the 
initial discovery; but the geode,.was-,-ifa:lled 
solid with calcite \"hich v1as dissolved out 
(with HCl) in 1~,6;- Showy. 

,'i' 

.......... --····· .... --· .... ·. --:-?. ~lr---: :.:, r{ .· ·~ .r. 
Cards Jean be arranged numerical.ly: :-a.Ad then cro ss-f ilcd b:/ 
sp.e:ci-e,s. \!hen a specimen is tr~q.,e:a; cm ~~~qld this card should 
go to· the ne,,, ovi1ner. ,::;~~- ··r;_~-:· !---~·:. 

1..'l·IEN TO BEGII\T Yesterdayl That collection _i,$11.,' t.. :getting ,any smaller. 
'. ill . . : . ,,d.' • 

TH~ REQUIRED This d.~pends on th?i,.s:i~:S..:.'~Qf~.2ii>J.l~-Wll:ec-tion, also on how 
prone yo:µ_ are to remirffscing. ··.'·Be prepared for a :5.tt1e :".nr> 

. <' ·talgia· as' YOU go through material that has accumulatr;d OV8!'.' 

the years. Favorite sp~cimens will recall vacation trip~ • 
. 9 '>i :, :~,[isw-?,pping se·ssions, an~~1J~1-cl :P:rips, not to mention nGvT 

friendships thE:tt are:s.s l}'!ffh:lY,~Pr;zed as the specimens that 
draw collecrttors together 'f,nj;;ne first place. 

ADDED BENEFITS· 'iJtt'y8u'0 6atalogue you wi.ll find yourself auto;natically 
gro1;-1ping, weeding out 1 __ ,anq ,i9-leaning your specimens: ~ IJy be­
coming your own curato·r you can transform your unw:!..c.~d1y 
clutter into a collection to be proud of, 

ADDITIONAL COI.LENT ... .Joh.n S. Lhi te, Jr. , guest speaker from th9 Smi thsoi-i-
! ian at our. 1973 show observed, '11..'e are so bus:v wo sirn:)ly 

don't take the time to attehd to th~ im~&itant, if unpleao­
ant, task of cataloguing. Dat is very important. 2:f docu­
mented, specimens are of greater scientific c:.::.d intr j 21:· ].c: 
value." · 

FOOTI1:0TE Once you have dec~ded on the cataloguing system ttat s:.l5.ts 
. "i:r_.lfQUff:,needs~ ma'intain it. or before lonr your specimens v1ill 

be baclclog:ged and you' 11 be right back where you v,ere with 
floor to ceiling boxes of material you have every i1:tontion 

.(·:<>if:, ,getting at _: someday . 
. . ' 

Given a choice, wouldn't you really prefer seeing collectio~s thc:.t Ia­
fleet the loving care and maintenance of the serious collector, and 
isn't such a collection really one of your own goals in the hobby? 

Via The Quarry 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -·- -
Stand up to be seen! Speak up to be heard! Shut up to be app:.:-eci:;·ced! 
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PACKING SPECIMENS IN THE FIELD 

Coupled with the importance of proper tooling is the factor of proper packing of 
specimens after they have been removed. For the most part, it is impractical and 
tine consuming to stop for detailed inspection, cleaning and preparation of speci­
mens as they are collected in the field. However, they must be properly wrapped or 
protected until they can be transported home for inspection and preparation for the 
collection. 

Many fine specimens have been collected and then ruined by careless transportation 
dm·m a mountainside to the car, specimens or crystals should always be wrapped or 
similarly protected, Wrapping specimens in newspaper and then packing them in a 
knapsack, gunnysack, basket or box is recommended, The little extra time it takes 
to wrap specimens in the field is well worth the effort. Here are a few tips re­
garding preparations for collecting and wrapping which have proven effective. 

1. Rolled newspapers prepared in half sheets 
2, Package of used small paper bags 
3. Rolled, used tissue paper 
!+, Extra burlap (gunny) sacks 

5. Cleansing tis;sue 
6. Egg cartons 
7. Knapsack 

With the exception of the cleansing tissue and knapsack, these materials cost noth­
ing. The entire kit of materials suggested weighs only 2#, so it adds little to the 
few tools you may carry to a site. Small tools, such as the cold chisels, will pack 
easily in the knapsack pockets, 

A p~op2rly adjusted knapsack is by far the best means of carrying a load of specimens 
a long distance back to the car, An extra gunny sack or two should always be car­
ried just in case you make a major find. 

Open newspapers fully; stack; tear down middle fold; stack; roll.up stack and put an 
elastic around them. In the field--unroll; lay a rock on the stack; use sheets as 
needed. Learn to wrap specimens by folding the newspaper as many times as possible 
over t~v1t side of the specimen containing the crystals as it is wrapped. This simply 
puts nore protective cushion around the crystal area. 

I£ the specimens collected are very fragile or delicate, additional steps should be 
\taken to assure their safe tra!}sportation. An initial wrapping in soft tissue paper 
or bathroom tissue is advisable. Tissue paper that comes in suitboxes and gift par­
cels, flattened and rolled up, makes an inexpensive source of such packing. 

For very delicate and small specimens, an egg carton is a handy item. Wrapping the 
specimen in tissue and placing it in one of the box's partitions provides good pro­
tection. 

Another wrapping medium is the paper bag, especially the small ones almost every 
household throws out. Saving these during themonths when you cannot collect makes' 
wrapping very easy. A stack of several dozen flattened small paper bags, tied toge­
ther with string or strong rubber band, takes up.little room in a knapsack, and along 
with the roll of newspapers.and tissue, involves very little weight. 

A'few s:nall l:lt:urdy cardboard cartons filled with cotton are good for those extra spe-:­
cial and very delicate specimens you may acquirEL on a field trip. Four or five such 
boxes kept fn the car will do much to facilitate their safe arrival. 

;.P. ,JIO·Geologic, Nov. 1973 
via Crystal Cluster 
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t1HAT IS A ROCl(HOUI'J)? 
by Darlen2 Hanssn 

Past Presi0ent of ,the Aust:i.n:itein and r"iheral Society 

Among the millions of hobbyisti scette~ed across the nation you will 
find a delightful individual c'dt11mo~1.ly }cnovm 2;s a "Rockhound." Rock·­
:iounds come in various sizes"7and shaJjes; short arid fat, tall and fat, , 
tall and,c;s:iiil'.1. short ,rand slbri and in between but they_,a11 share a com-. ; 
non ,a:.ntrer.e<S51.i:;t r;:iro:cks--any-'-M;.z;,e, any color, any shape, ·any ·t,1ace, any time'.'. 

rl~ckhounds can be found climbing over, crawling un~er, wading across, 
jurnpin~; down, digging in, climbing up and just plain walking and loold.ng. 
around. Rockhounds can be found anywhere, any tir:1e, any season day or '. 
night, but mo·stJ.y in and around gravel pi ts, roclcy hillsides, mine durnr,:s ,~; 
ravines, along railroad tracks and aloh ·:; nicely graveled roads ... They · 

J 
c2.n be,.:i-:lfotJ.nd ,any day of the week but n1ostly on sunny ones, su:i:ic:lay pre-. 
:Cerred, and.Lon·vacation days, beware: Some people mistrust them, most 
r2ople tolerate them, other rockhounds love them and their families 
,join them. ,,u~ .. z~J 

\'h ?:1 you want them to, go visit "Unclr l''ed" "':;odri~r they c2.n' t because the 
ct~y is a nice one, the sun is shining and yesterday's rain surely must 
ha7c washed out some nice agates in some beckoning gravel pit. So you 
h1~;."i:0r th.em·, . then· when you are so tire,' ~-Ju ju:3t c2.n' t walk another step, . 
all..yow want is 1home and rest. But--a rockhound is a stubborn, incon­
s~.d~'.IJ"at.eunut, that just can't leave until hA finds one more agate. 

A :::-ockhound has a good appetite. Upon arriv?.l at a gravel pit he can 
~~·~ righ·t down and eat four hot dogs (ro~sted over a fire), pickles, 
on:.on,, ,:)catsup-1i3_nd mustard, a plate of pota-;;o salad, some jello.,. carrot .. 
d-'cicitr;, cGlery sticks, three cups 0f c·:::.f:ce ::::d a oi.s; piece of chocolate' 
cake, then quite complacently proceed to hvnt rocks vrhile carrying a ,, 
pisce of apple pie in one hand ( in case of lnmger) only to return in an .. , 
hour or s.o :::'or a second piece of c&~,:,3 2'._,d 2. candy bar. 

'.0,0q :''.Ir 

Rockho.uneLErf lilce tools such as roe\: l·)3.n _:-,."s, r::.cks, sn::1.ll ho~::-,, rock bags, 
:~eek saws, tun:;Jlers, grindi:Dt! v,;~c.s2.c, 2.?:d 11olish3_:1r:;- whe ~ls. They also 
J.ili:c large supplies of jewelry mo 1Jntinr:s. rrhey love people, especially 
tl10 sc v,r;10 share their inter2st or ::,c>,1ir 1:? t::.c i.1~ products. They have a ~ 
language all their own and a:r:. irn:::cent bystafider might get lost in words~; 
like '',rtou.rma;1ine ',' '-'1q.t1.artzi te," "c.010:ni.te," 2.~d "thomso'ni te." 

,-/ :)JJ~ 

:Jo 8Yle else is out looking so early in the s:::::..-ing or so late in the 
vrinter, fr©m.,·:snow-thaw' to snm·,1-fa11; no one else can ,spend so much time, 
3.lons i·rcd,nccthe' midclJ.lez:1bf nowhere, ,j-":st v13.lldn2 and lcol\ing; no one else 
can pick up so many valuable stones and lug them for miles only to dis­
cover' when they get home that they c::.re not quite so valuable, then 
calmly toss them into a garbage can and lug them out agai~. 

·. >,,•;;n '' 

Ycs,"iro.-clbhounds are'odd creatures, but. God 1:,2.de them f9r a·. purp_ose, J 
supi5Xotre Jmanci!'01'1ly' }·1eaven knows 'tvhy; b-...lt you' 11 go a long way and look 

7 
roal hard to find anyone v,1ho enjoys life nnd j1...~st li vinf any more than 
re2.l good, bona fide rockhounds whose v1hol e day is a complete success .. ,. · ... 
if they cf1ind o-ne fairly good sized af ate. ,~, ; ,, ,. , 

-:,u, 0 ,
0.rd ,(, ·r, . 

1
·' The Seeker via Rockhound Tale~(, 

.,.. C, ... ,, . ' 

Those agates must be Fairburns! z.u. 
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Deadly Souv;enirs .IS~f E.. 21.{} 
Radioactive Roc1cs picked UJ2 by· _Tourists ,5~~~, b~ Dangerou~./ 

Thousands of .A,meri~ans may be . unv,i ttirigJ.'.y. exposing themselves to 
r2 .. '.ioactive r_ocic-s:: whibh ·can give· off doses ·o-"f radiation 200 times 
stro:i:iger 0triah the· "safe" limit suggested by ·the Atomic Energy Commission . 

. The_ 'po'teritfal; victims are tourists who have visited the site of the 
first 0

riti·ctear; bomb· blast near Alamagordo·, New f"exico. Visitors at the 
"Trinity••--: explcisfon. sfte are enc'ouraged ··by tour guides to gather souve­
nir rock sampl'e's"which are often still radioactive. 

"NofJa ;very healthy practice", warns Charles Hyder, a physicist at 
th·e· University· of- ·Jxfevr rr:exico who recently tested rocks he had collected 
at theFii::il-e. of the 27 year old blast. · ;· · 

+ fir 6_or,Jectecf '~o. <samples of the roc!c" ~ _ saicl. Hyder. A colleague. and 
I tested them and results shov1ec1 that every one of the rocl{s was still 
rad.fOa~t'i''ve". · ,ff a person were to carry the "hottest" of · the rocks we 
test'e'd11ne'xt 't'8"I1is body for 12 hOurs every day he would receive a dose 
200 times the ·'recommended limit •·11 

• ·., • . • 

Hyder pointed out that such a situation was not as unlikely as it 
may seem. "Trini ti te'', the type of rock found at the site is an attrac­
tive·. looking mineral v1i th the appearance of jade glass:· r·any people 
have had' je,,1!elry: 'pendants or ]tey chains made out of the rocks. 

-There is no way for·scientists to decide on the exact number of 
people who possess samples of the potentially dangerous rock .. 

There is, hov,ever, evidence indicating that thousands of people-­
at the very least--all over the country have bits and pieces of trini­
-'ci te. 

"I, .fg5 one gave away 20 or 30 pieces before I found out that the 
stuff is dangerous," said one Texas businessman. "l"ov' I have to tell 
everybody to vra tch out. Some job." 

The Alamagordo Chamber of Commerce openly encourages people to take 
trin,iti -t;e sav.mle,:p , ol'.l :,t;he tour and the military police· ( w);lc;, conduct. the 
tour) say nothing about the roclcs beinp radioactive. Although the site 
is op~n to the public.only one day a year, an estimated 20,000 Americans 
have·vi~ited'th~~lociation of the blast. :~ • · 

Accurate estimates of potential contamination victims are further 
complicated by the fact that rock samples can be ordered from a number 
of mail order supply houses. Their advertisements say that for ~;2 .50 
you can get a sample of genuine trinitite. Fhat they do QQ! say is that 
you could also get a sample of genuine radiation sickness. 

"Roe){ Talk" From ridnight 
via Earth Science News 

FIRST AID: 1 !hen on a trip, always carry a supply of juicy brown onions 
for burns. Slice the onion ana 0 rub the burned area ge;ntly, squeezing 
the onion sliFhtly to release .,the juice. The effect v;ill be cool .and 
soothing and the burn will completely disappear in seconds. 

Rocky Trails, Rocle Rollers and Carney Hound 
via.Gems of the Foothills 

If you've ever wanted a good definition of an 'ultimatum,' consider the 
farmer, pa,:il, in hand, who loolced at his cow and said "Well,, bossy, 
what'll it be--milk or hamburger?" 
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FLASTIC DISPLAY STAEDS ... Hazel Vorgo.n (vi": - Rockhound 1\lews) 
I have searched for a-: display stancl f o!' thunder egg halves for a long 
tirrie~ and recently found.that I can make attractive ones fr6m clear . 
pla~tic drinking glasses. Place a g1ass on a heatproof pan (aluminum 
pie ;pari), and place it in a ;,_:-o 0 ove:1 until it softens and slumps down. 
Remove from oven and place the rocl( specimen in the center of the soft . 
plastic; th~n, using a tool such as 2n ice pick, shape the soft plastic 
around the stone. Push some of it up aeainst the back of the stone, 
and some of·it'down flat against the-pan in back of the stone to make a 
base wide enough to keep the stone from tipping over. Some of the· 
plastic in front of the stone can be pulled up into a slight lip to h6ld 
agai'!j.st the'frdnt-of·the stone and aid in supporting it. The plastic 
will' remai:n>;worka'Ble for about JO. seconds, so you ·must work quickly, 
I ima~ine·Sthet"plas~ic ccintainet~ do~Ia b~ used in~this way, too, btit~" 
the glass~s ~fe inexp~11sive, readily avail~ble, and about the right size~ 
for ~he average specimen. If you fail to get the desired -shape before 
the p1$.Stic'-nardens, reheat ;it and try again. Via Jaspelite 

·. -~ ·--. . . - . .. -- r .. ·, . - .-. .. . 

- +- - :. - :' ~ - . - ~. ·:· - ; ..-; :~ - - - -

A superfine jev,elry cleaner 'is to use -~ c. of 
of household ammonia and 1/B C, of dish detergGnt, 
dishwashers. rii and drop in je0elry nhd t~tch it 
helped my copper-bottomed p$.ns ahd my' siivervmre. 

· ·· · · ·· · Yia Pick and 

- - - -·- - - - -

• • 1 white vinegar, ";L c. 
not the kind used in 
shine. I found it 

Chatter 

Soak travertine or other porous roc1-c in vratE::r before c~tting to prevent, 
absor,ption _of::,. 9il and. cgl1,sequent discoloration. 
Don't· use t'in- oxi'de on rh~fdoni te. 

A few drops of liquid detergent added to the water dripping on your lap 
helps keep the surface more evenly T,,atched. 
Useda:gtomobl1e distributor caps mak3 good holders for dopped stones. 

· · ·,. .,., The Agntizer Via : 0agi::: Valley Gem News · 

Breathes there a Rockhound ,·:i th aim so dead 
' 1 'ho never to hirn::-:·:;lf has said, 

t1.'L C ~·-? cc·,·,•.('·J(1111,•. ~··· c<0<"·-tL11 0 ,' c'--. 1'.11.''.'" (~ 0) 7.-:t:) '". 1 1 '\'',.)7( ,,:,)" ,.,"--._,'t;)1t cj,·-_)(·)·,· ,,,. <\.:{.~ 

-As he missed the· rock an~1 hit thumb instead! ! ! 
Del Norte Gem via Geode. 

,· - - - - - - - - - -
For a very high polish of stones in your tumbler, use a ¾ lb. chunlc 
of soluple rouge, the kind the silversmiths use. It comes in half-pound 
bars for about 65¢. Cut the bar in half ancl put it into the tumbler 
v,i th the usual amount of water; tumble as long- as you would with other 
polishing compounds. Try this if you vmnt to improve the depth·of 
luster in your tumbled stones. 

,J from D.e:l Air .Bulletin , , 
via kocl{s ), .r;·i,;ne,r:als, ·s~pt.:, )L97,3 

' l : : i : • • 

"The worst boss anyone can have is a b:-.d habit." - The Jaspili te 



KEEPING LOCALITIES OPEN 

by June Zeitner 

The retaining of our collecting areas is of prime import­
ance. There is no one way to solve the problem, but every 
club and every member should do al I they can to keep open 
and reopen every possible site. 

Often a chain of misunderstanding results in the closing 
of a prime locality, and this seems to be what happened in a 
recently publicized event which took place near Bessemer 
City, North Carolina, which led to the closing of the Lithium 
Corporation of America Mine there. The Catawba Valley Gem 
and Mineral Society had permission to go on a trip there, but 
a mine worker misunderstood directions and took them to a 
place where they had previously not been allowed. Think-
ing this had been cleared with top officials the members work­
ed there until the superintendent came and told them the spot 
was off limits. The dumps as well as the pit were then closed 
to al I. Rumor magnified the incident, making it sound as if 
the club had acted maliciously or illegally. 

Perhaps the greatest lesson from this is that our communi­
cations and understandings with the mine officials should be 
better. We should hove our permissions in writing for the 
specific area we are hunting and not leave that area. If a 
trip seems to be an infraction of previous company rules mem• 
bers should seek reconfirmation before proceeding. Perhaps 
there should be a field trip coordinator in each district to 
whom the club field trip leader reports the dates and exact 
plans of each trip. This wi II help us understand each other 
as well as the problems of the mines. 

Sometimes the closing of sites is the fault of one or more 
careless or thoughtless individuals. Clubs must be strict with 
oil members on a trip and should discipline negligent members. 
In some cases, this discipline has been dismissal from the club, 
but the problem here is that these people will still do unethi­
cal things. Probably the club will get the blame anyway. 

Clubs should be more scientific in their collecting and 
their methods, and let the mine owners and operators know that 
the scientific objectives of the field trips in a specific area 
are of major concern. 

More appreciation should be shown to the owners in a con• 
crete way. The mine offices should be given carefully label­
led suites of minerals or fossils from the area. Reports of field 
trips and letters of thanks and often appropriate gifts should 
follow a successful trip. Gifts to scholarships or civic enter­
prises or charities could be mode by the clubs in the name of 
a certain mine or company. Annual banquets could honor 
mine leaders. If a name is needed for a new mineral or fossil, 
or even a new jewelry style or stone cut, consider the name 
of the head of the mine. No good locality should just be 
taken for granted. 

The club should follow al I field trip rules and the Code of 
Ethics to the letter. They should stay well within bounds and 
not stay close enough to the forbidden areas to make the offi­
cials nervous. They should toke less material than allowed. 
They should leave earlier than required. There should be a 
few less people or cars and not a few more. In other words, 
they should bend over backwards to be even better than they 
promised. It goes without saying the place should be left 
neater than when they arrived with no visible trace that they 
had even been there. Then o reasonable time should elapse 
before a request is made for another trip. 

WASHINGTON.NAMES GEMSTONE 

Petrified wood is now the official state gem 
of Washington. The hard work of the Washing­
ton clubs paid off when the bill was signed 
Morch 12th by the Governor. Altenia Ferguson 
of the Washington Agate and Mineral Society 
says those who worked for the bi 11 ore happy. 
Congratulations to all involved! 

Some mines prefer to grant a few large field trips a year 
and prefer not to be bothered ct other times. Other mines or 
quarries would rather have smal I groups collect at some speci­
fic time, for instance on Sundays, and do not ever allow large 
crowds. Some do not permit children. Whatever the rules of 
the mine, there is a reason for them and they must be respected. 

In some cases, closed localities hove been reopened 
through improved understanding between owners and field trip­
pers. Sometime the good sense and patience and determina­
tion of just one individual has resulted in a locality staying 
open or reopening. If all club members were equally dedicated 
to retaining our collecting areas, results could be g(otifying. 
If each club tried cs hard to obey rules and maintain good re­
lationships with the owner .operators as they do to load up 
with 05 much rock 05 they can get, our collecting troubles 
would be minor. 

We need to have seminars and to think creatively about 
ways to keep open and to reopen the localities which ore sud1 
a vital port of the hobby of gems, minerals, rocks end fossils. 
The worst possible thing for us to do is to say the dcy of the 
field trip is over and to accept that cs final. There has to be 
a way, and improved communication and understanding will 
find it. 

FLYING OBJECT IDENTIFIED 

Skeletal remains of an immense leathery winged reptile, 
with a long neck suggesting it fed on dead dinosaurs hod been 
found in West Texas. Dubbed the Texas Pterosour, its the lar­
gest flying creature now known. The fossil remains indicate 
the creature, which I ived more than 60 mi 11 ion years ago hod 
a wingspan of 15 .5 meters or 51 feet, larger than the F4 fight­
er jet. The largest flying creature in existence now is the con­
dor with a wing spread of nine feet. Just imagine finding one 
of these on a field trip, wouldn't our rock shows be busy! 
What next? I from Boulder Gazette 

HELP FEED THE HUNGRY 

Save commemorative, foreign or unusual 
stamps for the World Council of Churches. 
These ore sold and the proceeds used to feed 
hungry children throughout the world. 

AFMS NEWSLETTER 
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1975 REGIONAL SHOWS 

The South Central Federation opened the 1975 group of 
regional shows and conventions on April 4th through 6th at 
Burkburnett, Texas. Titled the "Boomtown U.S.A. Gem-A­
Rama and Convention", the event was held in the Burkburnett 
Civic Center with the North Texas Gem and Mineral Society 
of Wichita Fa 11 s, Texas as the host. Jim Belcher, 4021 Feath­
erston Street, Wichita Fol Is, Texas was show chairman. 

On May 16th through 18th the California Federation be­
comes the second regional to have their 1975 show and con­
vention. Las Vegas, Nevada, has been selected as the loco-
. ion city with the event being titled "The World's Fair of Gems 
and Minerals". Hosted by the Clark County Gem Collectors, 
the show will be held in the Las Vegas Convention Center. 
Additional information can be secured by writing the show chair­
man, Roger Bridenburg, 5824 Halifax Avenue, Las Vegas, 
Nevada 89107. 

The Rocky Mountain Federation will host the American Fed­
eration this year during the four day show opening June 19th 
in Denver, Colorado. The Denver Council of Gem and Min­
eral Societies is in charge with the show held in the National 
Western Hall of Education, Coliseum Complex. Show Chair­
man is Walt Risch, P.O. Box 1975, Denver, Colorado 80201. 

The Eastern Federation follows the Rocky Mountain Federa­
tion and the American Federation Convention when they open 
their three day "Gem-Maine-ia" on Friday, June 27th. Show 
and convention will be held in the Exposition Building, Port­
•and, Maine. Governor James B. Longley of Maine is expect­
ed to cut the ribbon officially opening the show. Neal Yedlin, 
noted authority and columnist for the Mineralogical Record, 
will speak on Saturday. Show chairman is W. J. Acord, Route 
#2, Litchfield, Maine 04350. 

The fifth regional show of 1975 is the Northwest Federa­
tion show and convention on August 30th through September 
1st in Billings, Montana. Titled "Montana's Treasure Chest" 
show, it wil I be the Northwest Federation's 35th annual show. 
It will be hosted by the Billings Gem and Mineral Club and 
held in the Fairgrounds Buildings. Show chairman is Joe Stock­
ton, 1345 Maurine Street, Billings, Montana 58101. 

The 1975 regional show season concludes on October 9th 
when the Midwest Federation opens their "International 75" 
show and convention in Detroit, Michigan. Hosted by the 
Greater Detroit Gem and Mineral Clubs, the show will be 
held in the Detroit Light Guard Armory. Additional informa­
tion is available from William Meinert, 505 Bird Street, 
Birmingham, Michigan 48009. 

MIDWEST FEDERATION DIRECTORY INFORMATION 

The 1975 Midwest Federation Directories have been mailed 
to all member clubs, individual members and to everyone on 
the Executive Committee. The Directories include al I infor­
mation received on or before February 22nd. For various 
reasons, the questionnaires from some clubs were not received 
by that date and the information shown for such clubs was taken 
from the 1974 Directory. The following is 1975 information 
to replace the 1974 information given in the 1975 Directory: 

KENOSHA GEM AND MINERAL SOCIETY, Inc. (Send MWF 
mail to Liaison Officer.) 
President: Melvin Monteen, 8840 32nd Ave., Kenosha, 

Wisconsin 53140 
Liaison: John Cyzak, 7407 33rd Ave., Kenosha, 

Wisconsin 53140 
Editor: Loretta Bohn, 4144 N. Green Bay Road, 

Waukegan, Illinois 60085 
Show: April 12-13, Kenosha, Wisconsin, St. Therest Hall. 

George Becker, 8828 32nd Ave., Kenosha, Wis. 53140 

RIB MOUNTAIN GEM AND MINERAL SOCIETY (Send MWF 
mail to Liaison Officer.) 
President: Dean Rein, Rt. #2, Wausau, Wisconsin 54401 
Liaison: Robert Ha jenga, 1410 E. 2nd St. , Merri II, 

Wiscom,in 54452 
Editor: Ethel Schwartz, Rt. #2, Wausau, Wisc. 54401 

GOOD EARTH MINERAL SOCIETY (Send MWF mail to Liaison 
Officer.) 
President: Jane Morrison, 472 Ridgevale Drive, Worthing­

ton, Ohio 43085 
Liaison: Allen P. Brown, 546 Chatham Road, Columbus, 

Ohio 43214 
Editor: Harold I say, 2682 Eakin Road, Columbus, Ohio 

43204 

new program 

The Lake County Gem and Mineral Society 
has heard your Program Committee's plea and 
has given us an excellent program called "An 
Educational Show", consisting of 89 slides. 
This is a different and interesting concept in 
shows and should have much to offer any club. 

Thank you, Lake County! It is appreciated! 
How about the rest of you out there? We need 
a II kinds of programs. 

E. Donald Stinnett, Program Chairman 



FULL SCHEDULE OF EVENTS AT NATIONAL SHOW 

Meetings - Lectures - Slide Programs - Entertainment -
Swapping - Exhibits - Square Dancing and much more will 
be available to visitors attending the "Show of the Year". 
The Denver '75 National Gem and Mineral Show to be held 
June 19-22 at The National Western's "Hall of Education", 
Coliseum Complex, Denver, Colorado, will present a wide 
variety of exhibits and programs relating to all aspects of the 
hobby and will provide something of interest ta all show visi­
tors. A formal opening ceremony will be held at 9:30 a.m. 
Thursday, June 19th at the Hall of Education and at 10:00 a .m. 
the show wi 11 open to the pub Ii c. 

Interesting trips have been planned to Heritage Square 
and El itch Gardens. Heritage Square, located just a few 
miles west of Denver, is a replica of an old time Colorado 
mining town, complete with various shops and stores. Elitch 
Gardens is a beautifully landscaped flower garden amusement 
park with hundreds of blooming plants in many varieties. 
Rides and other amusement park attractions are provided for 
both adults and children. 

Many outstanding special exhibits will be on display in a 
specially reserved area. One of the featured special exhibits 
will be "Tom's Baby", the largest gold nugget ever found in 
Colorado. It was found in Breckenridge on July 23, 1887 
and at the time it was discovered, weighed 160 troy ounces. 
For over 74 years it was seemingly 'lost'. When it was re­
cently located and identified it weighed only 102 troy ounces, 
(12 oz. troy equals l lb. avoirdupois). Olive Colhour will 
display twelve cases of her artistic lapidary creations, of 
these, some will be shown publicly for the first time; Meteor­
ites from the Nininger collection and the Denver Museum of 
Natural History; French minerals from the Smithsonian Insti­
tution; Raymond Arndt' s faceted quartz objects and many more. 

A medal commemorating the founding of the American 
and Rocky Mountain Federations will be available at the show. 
The medal, about the size of a silver dollar, has the emblem 

of the American Federation 
on one side and on the re­
verse side, the emblem of 
the Rocky Mountain Fed­
eration. They wi 11 be 
serial numbered and only 
a limited number will be 
made. The profit from the 
sale of these medals will be 
divided equally between the 
Colorado School of Mines 
and the Denver Museum of 

Natural History to be used as financial support of their geo­
ology museums. 

Admission charges will be $1.50 daily for adults, 75c;: daily 
for juniors, ages 12 thru 17 years. Children under 12 will be 
admitted free if accompanied by an adult, otherwise they will 
be charged a 75c;: fee. Four day passes are available by ad­
vance sale or at the door on the first day of the show. The 
cost is $5.00 adult and $2.50 junior. 

For complete information mail inquiries to: National Gem 
and Mineral Show, P.O. Box 1975, Denver, Colorado 80201, 
or phone Ernest E. Parshall, Publicity Chairman, area code 
303-733-3191. 

INTERESTED IN KNOWING OF SWAP SESSIONS 

The International Thumbnail Mineral Collectors Club 
which is incorporated in Michigan as a Midwest Federation 
Member, is interested in knowing of shows which have swap 
sessions. Editor Paul Feldman, Box 38, Quartzite, Arizona 
85346, will list these in that club's bulletin. 

PUBLIC IMAGE AND COURTESY COMMITTEE 

The Corn Belt Lapidary and Geological Society of Bloom­
ington-Normal, Illinois reported that the club has paid for 
the regular 4H trophy for the best geological exhibit at the 
4H Fair. On occasion they have furnished the judge for the 
4H exhibits. Mr. and Mrs. C. Pope have taken specimens 
and spoken to 4H Pebble Pups and to several classes in the 
local schools. Mr. LaFayette Funk and others have also done 
this. 

Mrs. Norma Mi Iler, Assistant, of 931 Cottonwood Drive 
in Lincoln, Nebraska 68510 is waiting to report and record 
what members of your organizations are doing so that the gen­
eral public can share the happiness that is rockhounding ! 

Mrs. Allan Mogg, Chairperson 
Route 1, Box 231, Grayslake, Illinois 60030 

DEADLINE! JUNE 1ST! 

If you wish to go on the two-week geology 
camping trip, you must have your request to 
Don H. Clarke, 1107 Maple Street Essexville 
Michigan 48732, by June 1st. Th; trip, which 
is under the sponsorship of the Geology Committee 
of the Midwest Federation, is limited to 50 adults 
who may bring their children if of suitable age. 
State the week or weeks (July 26 through Aug. 9) 
you wish to be included, the names of adults and 
children in your party, your vehicle and type of 
camping outfit, and enclose the necessary fees 
($5 per week per adult.) You will receive an 
acknowledgment and any further information 
needed. 

MEETING REPORTS 

Complete mi nut es and reports wi 11 be sent to each member 
club on the Spring Executive Meeting held April 26 at Oakton 
Junior College, Morton Grove, Illinois. 

200 MILLION YEARS OLD 

Oil workers in the Soviet Union have found a fossilized 
lizard which lived 200 million years ago, according to the 
newspaper T urkemanskaya I skar. Previously only bone frag­
ments of lizards of this area have been found. -S. J. Mercury 

V ,tCH IN ... PUT LITTER IN ITS PLACE 
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J;INCQLN GEM & MINERAL CLUB - 17th ANNUAL SHOW - May 10-11, 197.5 
AGRICULTURAL HALL, Nebraska State Fair Grounds 
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