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Contributions from members are welcome and needed. Deadline for 
material is the 5th of the month to be printed. Please send copy 
to the Editor. 

- -Advertising by a. rock-hobby business er interest is permitted with approval' 
of the Board, at a rate presently set at: 

Full page (approx. 10 inches copy) $10.50 per insertion 
Half page ( II 5 " " ) .5.25 " " 
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L_ --~~1:~mum size ad - _¼ ~)2,C,e ~!_J~· _?1 __ per insertion _____ ; 

Articles published in THE PICK & SHOVEL may be reprinted if credit t$ given the 
author and the bulletin, and a copy of the publication is sent to the ~ditPt, 
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i!elc,ome-__.Ne.w,-P:'Iembersa , ,-;., 'i.T "- __ --~l-n /rd ··:.-, - ; ,;-s 
D~borah E. Langley, 2235 A Street, 6P502t'TelepH5rte, 475~8140 9 jsfr 
Andrejs Zarins, 1245 South 11th St., 68502 Telephone, 475-5441 

Directory Change: Fraii1c-Rule Is telephone number: 466-1697 

Apr. 18-20 
Apr. 2~-27 \ _, 

:ray 10-11 

May 17-18 
r1ay 17-18 
June 7- 8 

June 7- 8 

June 13-15 
June 13-14 

June 19-22 

June 28-29 

Aug. 2- .3 
Aug 9-10 

Aug. 16-17 
Aug. JO-

Sep. 1 

Sep. 1,3-14 

Sep, 26-28 

Oct. 9-12 

Oct. 12 
Oct. 18-19 

1975 Dates to Remember 1, 

'•":[' 

Hastings, NE 
1:'!ichi ta, KS 

Lincoln, NE 

Ellinwood, KS 
Hot Springs, SD 
Hebron, NE 

Buffalo, IA 

Gering NE 
Beatrice. l':E 

Denver, CO 

Grand ,Island, FE 

Gothenberg, NE 
r-i tchell, SD 

Crawford, N:S 

Central Nebr. Rock & rin. Show, City Aud. 
i_'!ichita Gem & r:in. Soc, ShO\", Cessna 
Activity Center, 2744 Geo. 1'!ashington St. 
·Lincoln Gem & Tineral Club Annual Show, 
·,New Ag, fldg., State F2ir.G:r:-_ounds. 
Rock Swap City fark · · -
Ficture City Gem & I'in. Show, City Aud. 
Fort Butler -Rock c; Gem Club Annual Sv1ap, 
City Camp Grounds. 
All-Iowa Roundup. Hosts: Illowa Gem t,; 
I'.r.in. Society. 
:NAOESCI State Show, National Guard Armory. 
Homesteadj-Gehn",& r"in. Club Swap, Chau­
tauqua Park. 
AFI~S-Rr'FS Sh&~rand Convention., -Coliseum 
Complex - 1325 East 46th Ave. ·-
Gra~d Isl~nd Earth Science Soc. Swap, 

-Fonner Par~;: 
:NAO:CSCI State Swap, Lafayette Parle. 
South Da!wta State Gem & r:in. Show, 
City Partc, 
Northwest Nebraslca Show, City Park. 

Omaha, NE ifobraska r~in. l; Gem Club Show, 
Holiday Inn, 3321 So. 72nd St. 

Kearney, NE Fort Kearney Roc1r Club, Open House, 
Holiday Inn. 

North Platte, .J\IE Platte Valley Rock & rr:in. Soc. Show, 
,i\fational Guard Armory. 

Detroit, rI ·,, · International 75, rT!F and Central 
Canadian Fed. of I':in. Soc. Show and 

'·r · · Go:t'rvention, 4400 E. Eight Lile Road, 
·Detroit Ligh_t Guard Armory. 

r'urdo; SD Four-Club -Show .. Abditorium. 
Grand Island, NE ·Grand Isla'.n-tf ,Ec:'t~'t'1i1 S:t(ience Show 

l :: 'l.' Fonfner Fa'.rit~·' C)' oy r, 
~- ~ r 
' .L .. 1 
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LAST. 'l!'ONTH . 60 member to and 2· guests, attended the P"arch mc"eting of the 
LGriirc held in the A::,min1strat1on Buil-: 1ng at the State Fair Gr-unds 
The usual order of.business was transacted. An .i.tem of special 1mpqr ... 
tartce was the vote ·of the merrher.§11:q..p to hold a uia.11 Show· this· fall or' 
winter. i'ore will be heard eboht · 1. t la.ter, as all efforts are presently 
be inf concentrated oni'the annuel Show to he held·· the 10th ancL 11th o.fi 
r:ay. Ro$".e,r., :P,?.bian has. peen ap,poin.ted to serve as, PublicityTChairman for 
the 75 Show:· Afte'f·: the<business meeting, a social hour was' enjoyed by 
those nresent. The refreshments, as usual, were served from a beauti­
fully decorated table, which was covered with a turg·uois.e blue cloth of 
nettJhW.·- '. 'A'' nest:·:,c,f) ,'.l:bvely jeweled,,'Easter ;e'ggs ma~ie°G-by-T'arfe,::~'arvetfi', 
reste'ci· :b'rf a :stl Ver' ·tray/:·, p'in1{ cant!:les in' sterl'lhg, 1.sil ver holders com-
pleted the ,attractive setting, ,,
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VAJA CON DIOS y"~ C 

C:ard 'se:rit ·0this · month to: 

The T.om Newel FamilY,i-i""Synrpa·thy '·· r 

~, 
0and also an offering in memoriam, 

,~, 'to,· be given to the charity of 
"", their choice. .-, · 

The Beautiflul in Life 
: r ('. 

Some utter it in poetry, ,-' : 
:Some grow it in the .soil, 
Some build it xn0,av steeple 1 . 

Some express it '·thrbugh their toil-­
Some ·breathe;it0tnt6 music 
Otne:tts int6,:art,.·,:J-c,{ 

. i''S",)J$6me mold:Ci t'Jifito"bread loves, 
'; i·:Some·have ::tfadnr,their heart- ,,,c.· 

For each. life hB.s 1 ,the power to make 
The beautiful show thr;ugh, 
And you reveal the beautiful 
In life by being you. 

Viary Dawson Hughes 

::; ~\ '.: ,. 
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THE PRESIDENT'S I."ESSAGE 

It is time we all get ready for our 1975 Show which will be held 
at the ·State Fair Grounds. 

,r_ • After talking with our Show Chairmen, I find that not too many have 
let them know the number of cases they expect to be showing. It is im­
portant for them to khow how many cases will.be available so they can 

·rhak~ their plans. Let's all get busy on our cases and open displays and 
maice this an outstanding.Show. 

I should not have· to remind you that the Lincoln Gem and Mineral' .­
Club has made a name for itself' for putting on a fine Show. Let's all",~::: 
get busy and do it again. I know that we can: Plans are already in the. 
making for a 1976 B~-Centennial, Show t,};lat will be o,lfyi;\ltanding. .Let's ,.: 
make,· this art exceptional Show .and, .197'6·1,even better ._·.:-:-;LET'S ALL GET BUSY! 

a •• t:...., _ .. J_ ~ ~1~·; ::·~·:.Y: ·~ : .. ·.-~ ·: 

· !Li Jw,,r,Jil:rc1.nk :RU}E:L! -i_i:) ~,.:~ 

- - - . - - - :..;.. ..,.;.·( __ ...., - - - i_J - ~--· "r.· 

THE SCHOLARSHIP FUND REPORT 

i/e are progressing well with the free-will offering method for the 
Scholarship Fund, Your generous contributions are appreciated. 

Here is a plan to utilize any Betty Crocker coupons you may still 
have: Turn them in to me-.,.I will order silverware with them. Then we 
can sell the sil verwa,re ';to obtain ·additional money),,;epr the-J:icholarship 
Fund. :·;r_,,_: .J··.,;\'.','. ,;;;_,---- - . ·•·-.er::' ,,,~J·Y3 ,. ···~~·,·, 

We now have a firm ad.dress for the stamps collected. Please do 
bring stamps to: the April 26th meeting. Refer to the October Jss1-:1e of 
Pick & Shovel /T974·i for a review bf kinds of ·stamps desired_~ ,;!,~_>will .. c 

send our club>'s coll.ection nf stamps by May 1, 197.5- . ·''J;1hank, '-yo_uf :··' 
. . . . .. ::·! _ _,_;:·; ·:':T·~s_..,.,;,T (~·:-· . 

,· :: [ ,-. ·,· -, ,-,·1··· --Myrtle Young;,:, G:hairman 
',-: ,. '' ,._: - - - -

l'l ANTED -------
A DONATION OF pIABS - f;f ;'th~ working shop at thl1975 Annual Sl;low, _,:;.' . . . '-' . . - . 

VOLUNTEERS to demonstrate cab cutting.- If you can. help for a 2 hour­
:/.: shift please notify Glen Ulrich at 488-9051, 

··r ·.. /··;,·y ~- · : · .i ·· _. 
· Immediate response will be greatly appreciated. 

UORLD' s ,_,, FAIR OF GEMS & MINERAIS 

CFMS' Uorld's Fair of Gems & Minerq,ls hosted.by Clar~ County Geill Collectors, 
Inc., in Las Vegas, Nevada on rfay 16-17-l8.~ 1975, i:p planning to be the 

largest mineral show e'(~~ conducted •. i., '.f, ' · · · · 
The show will be held tnr the Convent,ion:;Center, in Las Vegas~ , Exhibits are 
being orpuglnt Jn f;??-om,all QY~l:;::'the worldLI ;/1xlmis.sion is $1.·.50 per adult. 

·,r, :i . ,_,. 
,,:.L -1 
_,l;:l ,_I 

. L 

. r .-. 
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From the Edi tor's Des!-c ... Again I'd like to urge you to read some of the 
many fine exchange bulletins which you will find on the display.t~ble in 
the·meeting room. ·These bulletins are not entirely devoted to local. 
Club news, but contain many very worthwhile articles too long to borrow 
for our own PICK & SHOVEL. The CONGLOFrERATE always has q. lot of articles 
I'm ·-sure you would enjoy. · A very iriformati ve article entitled, "Outline 
for J,.i1:eral Collect~ng,'in r-ani toba" by 1..Tilliam ~; Emerson of : 1innipe~:.J~ 
found :ir1 the March issue of THE PYRITER .. Even if . you don't expect to - ~~: 
collect inTanitoba, it is interesting to lrnow what· you might find there. 
A fascinating article, "Oceanography--The New Frontier" by Jeanne Oliver 
can be found in THE GLACIAL DRIFTER--also an article on how to make 
triple.ts.. THE ROCKPILE has a number of articles you would enjoy reading. 
One.L"Finders .Keepers't' tells about the diamonds of r.;urfl'.'.eesboro, Arkaq-:: 
sa;s. r,iJ!ould yo.u like to know more ab©lt the Brown Recluse spider which ' .' 
is starting to · invade our area? Read· about it in GEr~ CITY NEV.'S. An . · . 
especially interesting article found in THE PERU TI:~CA ROCKS AND r~INERAL 
CLUB NE\-.1SLETTER is "Calcite anc;l; the Trilobite Eye." This is just a 
small sampling of articles to be found in our many exchange bulletins. 
Be sure to examine THE LOUP SCOOP, one of our newest bulletins. This 
is the bulletin of the Columbus, Nebraska, Club. Our Nebraska bulletins 
will be found in a separa't'e huna:te ~-- ... 

.. - - - - - ·- - -.. (.".;· 

THE MYSTERIOUS CRYSTAL SKULL 
, ;T.he Americas have been the site for many important and scientifi­

ca:tly ·· interesti.ng discoveries of early artifacts, but none have been. 
quiJeas myiterious as the ancient skull unearthed in 1927 in British 
Honduras of Central America. This slcull is unique in that it is ca:r:ved 

' from a solid chunlc of clear, quartz crystal to the exact proportion of 
t11e 1J\}Jnal'J .-sk:µ,11 . ,:"\0 -·,· ,·, .:_, i \ ,,' '"f (_-;.'.).!,:.~ ---Jr:i J. :i . 

.']_; >.:.\,.=:.--·_::.; . .' ,_ . _,_ .. , ... ) J..._,.:. ;_ 

\ ,., Th.e ·-skulJ! :was found by Anna Le Guillon rtitc'h'e'J:J.\ .. H)~_J:fges ,(~ifu"gli.ter .. 
of a famous explorer, p·, A. rri tchell-Hedges, while exploring'_:a:nd exca-.. :: -' 
va ting the' newly disco·vered r~ayan city: of Lubaantun. The gemstone 
artifact was found buried beneath an altar in the ruins of an ancient 
temple. Fonths later,· a jaw bone, also of quartz crystal, was found in 
the vicinity that perfectly matched the skull. 

As scientists and archeologists are unable to pinpoint its exact 
age and lti,story, many theories have accumulated as.,-to its,exis-tencc. 
Some even believe that the crystal skull may have originated 1n,vthe 
fabled land of the Lost Atlantis. It has been estimated that the skull 
would have required at least 300 years of constant carving and polishing 
to have completed such a beautiful and perfect work of a.rt with ancient 
man's techniques. 

Having come to be known as the "Skull of Doom',' i;p.is stranre arti­
fact is surrounded with mystery and has been reported to be the C.8:llse 
of super-natural phenomena. One man reported hearing souncl.B'muc'h'like 
an a capella choir singing strange soft chants. At another tiinep the 
soft tinkle of silver bells was heard in the presence of the skull. On 
yet another occasion the crystal skull glowed with an aura that grew to 
an estimated diameter of. 18 inches around the skull, Images have ap­
peared in it--images of other skulls, mountains, human figures, temples. 

Is it imagination on the part of people who want to believe in it, 
or is it truly a mystical object that at times reveals the past? 

--Lon Scarbrough, from SPRING RIVER Gm: & fUNERAL CLUB NEV!S 
The book THE CRYSTAL SKULL is published by Doubleday and Co,, Inc. 

Copyrighted in 1973 by Richard rr. Garvin 
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BOAT?.D MD'!UTES-----­

The March meeting of the -Lincolrl Geni0& Mineral Club was held at 6126 Hartley at 
7:30 ·P.Mr, with Larry Bigley, acting ai(President. 

:Minut,es of the February.Meeting ,:were read and improved as read. · ·Also the minut~s 
of the S1Jecial board meeting on February 22, 1975, were approved as read. · ·, 

R9.ll call was taken,. with 6 bo.arci. members present and 2 on vt::1cation. 
Ff6rence Boring read renort from the 1:i'easibility of Raising the Dues Committee., 

After some discussion a motion by Howard Taylor this board recommend this report to 
the members, seconded by Irl Everett. Motion carried 'With one a1Jposed. 

Treasurers report given by John Harrison Jr., and stood approved as read. 
Bills were read by treasurer. Motion by Irl Everett to nay the bills as read, 

seco.,,ded by Howard Taylor. Motion carried.•·. · 
Minutes to be decided by Frank Rule, President, when he returns, if they are to 

be a month behind or month by month •. 
A discusPion on the cost of refreshments. Recommedation by Irl Everett we 

table this discussion until Frank returns. 
Mr. Klien was Present and wanted to resubmit his ad for publication in the Pick 

& Shovel. After discussion a motion ~Y Don Carter we acceot Mr. Klien's ad for 1/3 
page, seconded by John Harrison, Jr.·. , Motion carried~ · 

Larry Bigley read the club policy to Mr. Klien, aboutcommerical shows. 
Mr. Charles Kitchen would like to place an 'a,d to sell his rock hobby equiptment 

and m~teria1. After discussion by the board, it was decided to put tlri.s information 
in the news column with his phone number. 

John Harrison, Jr. checked with Mr. Eberhiem about our stAtus with the IRS. 
After discussion·on this John was directed to get his information together and when 
Frank returns they are to check with an attorney. In the meantime a motion by Don 
Carter to uut a hold on the $250.00 donated to the U of N until we find out if 
this is a must for our non-profit status and the IRS, seconded by John Harrison, Jr., 
I>+ot,ion .. caI'ried. TreRSl1J1'er instructed to hold i:}he check until we get an opinion. 

1975' show-- need ,rocks. for the rock pile •• ·: ,-,R,V;thy Coleman is the Publicity.: 
Chaiman. General meetin~ of the show committee March 20, 1975 at StAte Federal, 
6120 Havelock·Avenue. Homemade cakes to be'served·Saturday night after show closes. 
Donations of cakes by members is requested by the show committee. 

A. discussion about collecting 10% from special demonstrating features who sell. 
After discussion it was decided to oroceede with the 10% policy. 

Denver does not want the lmock down ·ca·seso' ' They are for sale for $40.00 plus 
3 1/2% sales tax. · ' . .- • ; · ' 

A mo:tion by Howard Taylor to instruct the S_ecretary of the Lincoln Gem & 
Mineral Club bo"'rd to contact. the Detroit Interm:ttional Show and the St. Louis 
Federation Show and see if they would lik;e either one or ninty two cases at $40.00 
plus tax. Mr. Klien thinks· he would.like five cases at $40.00 no tax because of dealer 
liscense. Norfolk is interested in five cases at $40.00 plus tax. 

Motion by Howard Taylor to get glass for the library cases at the meeting hall, 
seconded Don Carter. Motion carried. 'Larry Bigley will take care of this. 

Motion to ad i ourn Irl Everett. · · 

Nelda Oliver, Secretary 

ATTENTION - - CLUBMEMBERS I I I ... 
Deadline for the May Pick~ Shovel, 1975 will be May 1st, and deadline for 

articles and regular features will be April 26th at the club meeting, 

Also the_be>ard has.agreed to a deadline of the first of the month for all 
'succeedini bulletins~ 

Thank you for yqlll' cooperation. 



. Mi'eting of the Committee to Consider the Fea.si bili ty of Raising Dues 

The committee to consider the feasibility of raising the dues of the 
Lincoln Gem and Mineral Club met Dec. J, 1974, with the following members present: 
Ralph Ulrich, Howard Taylor, Myrtle and J~D. Young, and Florence Boring. Members 
absent were John Harrison and John and ·Lillie Lewis. · 

Numerous bulletins of oth,er lcubs were checked for publication of their 
q~es, with the following tabulation resulting: 

·.: _[ 

made: 

Family or Couple 
$6..50 ,· · 1 · 
. 5.00 · .. 8 
4.00 2 
3.00 8 

·2.50 t 
2.00 1 

4.00 per adult 2 
3,00 per adult 1 

. . ! ~ 

Singles 
$4.,50 1 

.; 4.0Q;,- 2 
3.00 6 
2 • .50 2 
2.00 .5 

·· Juniors 
$2.00 4 

· i: · 1 • oo· , . 6 
0.50 V 1 

A list· of. types of, expenses which should be covered by club clues was 
~ ' - ' : .. 

Rent ( has been: $275 per year) r-- . 

Dues to other organizations: Midwest, NAOESCI, Community Arts Council, etc. 
State incorporation fee 
Post office box rent 
Net cost of Pick and Sho:vel· (gross cost minus paid ads & subscri'ptions) 
Social hour 
"Vaya Con Dios" 
Postage and supplies. 

It was agreed by the committee.· that contri.butions should be made from interest 
on certificates of deposits and income from Rock Swaps and the like. 

A list was made of the expenses, income, and deficit for the recent years: 
1974 Expenses, $1,406.12, Income 557,00 ·~ Deficit $849,12 
1973 1\Txpenses 7 .50. 62, Income .571. 50 ... Def:ici t 1 79, 12 
1972 .Expenses 782.38, Income .500.00 - Deficit 282 • .:38 
1971 Ex:penses 698.03, Income 404;,50 - deficit 293.53 
1970 Expenses 943.81, Income 498.?0' - deficit 445.11 

The membership has bel:ln increasing; therefore .i;he cost 
rental of hall anq. for publication of bulletins has decreased, 

Number of members :in .1970--117. Cos.t per person $2.05 
\ Number o:f m~mbers 'in 1973--190. Cost per member, $1.45 ···:: ', ...... ·, 

Suggestions for raising dues: 
Family membership: twice the individual membership plus $1.00 

per capita for 

. Pl:'esent family membership is $ 7. 00, adult 3. 00, irti tia tion: 1. 00 per family. 
Suggested schedule of dues: · ·~ ·· 

$4.00 per adult, 8.00 per couple, 9.00 per family, 1.00 per junior 
$1.00 initiation fee per family 

This would result in an increase in income of about $190.00 per year. 

Change of meeting place could reduce expenses by as much as.t.50.00. 

Possible uses of the money now used to cover deficits: -1 Suppot-ting educational 
programs, such as those. through the University of lfobr. EJCtension Division. 

~os~i
0

rbie· lai t:vnofc twodmeetinr:s1per month. t-. a. Basics--f'ield. 1work1nra.ctical lanidar;v, etc • 
• H dva . ed e ucationa opportuni 1es.3 i:::iupporting. ,egis a-cion -co open rocK 

hunting areas, camping rights , camper parkin(':', '1 Bringing . .in outside programs. etc, 
This report was submitted to the Board of Director's Meeting,Dec.5, 1974, at ehich 
time the Board of Directors voted to take action at the March meeting, publish the 
action in the Harch Pick and Shovel, and present the action for a vote of the members 
at the regular April meeting. · 



1975 __ SH0~ 1c)'1ET .. 1S·, ••. J?repar~t.~.qn$ are_ q.pming alon;g.,an¢1 -~haping up' for our 
17th Annual Gem t: fineral Show, T;.ay ''.10. and 11· at the 'BIG Agricultural Hall 
at the State .. Fair Gro~nq,p,,r-/~- l~any blue papers were filled out at our last. 
LGLC meeting, but we·wilI'have them with us again at our April' 26 meeting 
and hope many more will be filled out. ·1<1e are happy,_:Wi"th y:0t1r--=-response, · 
but v.1e wan:w- :more, natura)_ly .•. , Ve don't wish to .,fall .. back on our National 
Show lau~iJs,;!of, 1974:, --.-J.1;e·. '.vcirit ._tp.is ,to be just, P;~: .successful a show. but 
of course it won It be·· a·s lal'.':ge, .\_ 'e, do hqI?e cj.;~l' members .will p8.rticipa te 
in one way or another. This.is your opportunity to help your Club to 
progress. Plan on maldng out .a blue. paper a_t""this next meeting, if y-qu 
haven't done:sQ,?,;lr-~~4.Y:;~<· .:-~- · ·······-····--··: .. :. __ ,_-:.::::__ - ·. · ·· · 

Ray '.'.1ad:cl:1eT(:pappyr),:·has:~,volunteered to help you make·up your signs or 
do lettering fcfrLyo ur· 0a::'i,spia:ys. · ... Ga.11· him at 1435-00 31'. for information. 

Clyde Van Doren has volunteered his half-ton truclc for hati:i."'ing to the 
Show. His tr.··c!c is Jf,t. 6 in. high with),J._ft. opening,.,Call ½89-312.,7. 

- -· --·-- ,.:.: ___ ·.,; -~---·. ·-: ___________ _,__ . - .. . : .·. . . ' ... .:.._:.:_:_. __ ::_:-.:.·-:_,_~":::~-~-\~.:.: . .-~ ..... _ ----··--·-,:.:..~·- . 

GladysJeu.cink h.atr·the §.dvance' 'tickets o-~ hand now. They are :\2, 00 
each v,i th a free tick.et atta'c'hed, which makes the adfoission charge ta, 00 
per person. The admission charge at the do'or'v,ill be-::~';l,7'5 per·person. 
Children under 12 years old, with an adult, will be admitted free. Plan 
to get as many advance tickets as your friends wil~l nE:l:ed. Remember our 
policy is \!ORK, DJ;:S-~:LA):, or PAY .. Ve hope all of.you ,will wor1r or display 
and then sell the.,adyance. ticket$. ,to your frionds. ·· ·· ·t~rie Fells ts helping 
Gladys with the ticket sale.· If .you want tickets before the meeting, call 
Gladys at 488-3969 or Varie at 435-6758, · · 

Special Features Clia1rnerson, Pat Lawson; has many features al:tea:dy 
1 ined up ang many more, o.n . the way. 

Ruthy Coleman, our Publicity Chairperson; found it necessary to 
resign, and Roger Fabian has accepted the Chairmanship. Pe were very 
pleased v.ri th his acceptance· of this Chairmanship. 

Pat Lawson has printed man'y colorful -pos"ters which we will have at 
the April 26th meeting. If you know of any good display area for a poster, 
;pick one up and get it displayed--or inform Roger about it. 

\le will have flyers at the April 26th meeting which we want inter-' 
ested people to have. 

The response for volunteer cakes for our Social Hour Saturday night, 
Fay 10th at 9:00 p.m. has beer .. very gratifying. CTf you have.not offered 
a cake yet, liet· us lt.now if you will. -. The kind you make is immaterial, a 
variety is desirable-,. The. pr0feranc.e is -a -loaf calte in a 9xl3 in. pan. 
Any cal:e left over will be sold and. the money put into the treasury, Put 
your name 0,11 ,y.o~ur pan to identify it. They rnay. he pu-t in .. the cupboards 
in the kitchenette upstairs anytime on Saturday. I i:V6ula. ·suggest you 
cover them with saran wrap or something similar~- .. '11he Social. Hour is to 
show our hospitality to the program, $pecial features, ahd workshop 
people, and dealers. Club members and."their guests·arevtelcome. 

Florence Boring, Pro;r~m Chai';;e;;Q~ 1 .has the prog:r~.m plans completed, 
They will be found on another page of the Bulletin. 

Howard Taylor, in charge of Dealers, has heard from and collected the 
money fr::;;::1 many dealers and has more coming in .. 

Each ·crfaG.rperson has been. vtor1dng';'''arid' how.it is getting close to 
the time for members to do 'lh'.-i:itr, l)art iri maJdng thts 17th Annual 1975 
Gem and r"ineral Show a success, -~-Show Chairperson and Spouse 

Glen and Flossie Litzenberg 
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PROGRAM 

.. 

Satu:rday 

12:45 PM 

.1975 Annual Shov, Prepa::i;:ed. ,by Flox~nc.e,. Boring,. Cl}airJ?erson,::s 

May 10., 1975 ' · · 

Petrified Hood, Dr. John Davidson 

· The story most of: us have believed about petrifi19d))ood .. 1s a fable .• 
Find out how it actually happened and·l.earn,how petrified wooc{s can 

· be identified,· (Repeated 2:00 PM Sunday). · 
• 1._1 • _ _! t • 

2:,eOQrPM~Nebraska's Climate,.P~stf,Pr,e~~nt, and Future .... ,.· , . .,. .·.· 
Dr. C, Bertr~tip..)fchultz 

Anyone who was annoyed by the long, cold winter w:i..ll'i,iaiit to knoH 
the most recent information:bn whavhas;beeii happeningrcl:tmate-wise 
and -1!rhY o · r· r ·,·c~: · r_ ··1:_r ~ -.-- ·· 

3:00! Prd~f~~~J N~brp.ska i :YQ.€3, ~reat American·:Desert' 'r,~~e I~o'te~~;f~on{ ~ ·Nati Vf; Son 
. .. · Prepared by Dr, James 'Buterbaue:h 

Sl±de{'1tre~enta'B1on ·widely acclaifu~d as ·a :ooautiful reply to those who· 
. Bay·'that l\Tebra.ska' hasn't much to offer, 

4: 00 PM Gr.otto of the· Redemption, Fred ·Farrar 

5:00 PE 
... : .~ , 

. . . ·. . . . " . 
Freg_uep.tly c·onsidered "The .Eightl:;i. Uonder of the Horld, the Grotto at 
Hest Bend, :Iowa, :r:epresents thre .largest collection of miherals in 

· any one: spot. (Repeated • 11 :.00 AM S.unday) 

Awards Presentation and Critique, Ralph L. Ul3:ich 

Find out the ·winners' in· the vario~s di vision; and lei=1,rn: mor.e a bout. 
preparing competetive displays. 

)0.;J :; . 

7:00 PM· Big Bend Regfun. ~nd 1foodward Ranch, Roger Pabian 
.. 

Slide lecture on the area of Hest Texas' southernmost tip. 

Sunday May 11, 1975 

11:00 AH Grotto of the Redemption, Fred Farrar 

1 :00 PH Invertebrate Fossils of Nebraska, Roger Fabian · , 

• 1. ~ 

This slide lectm~ Hill give·~. goodoverview'of.the life in the 
. warm seas that covered Nebraska mi1tiqn.p of ye~:t!3 ago • 

2:00 Pl'i P.etrified 1foo·d, Dr. John Davidson.?··· ::~: 0 t$0

el'12,t45 l?M Saturday 

3: DO PH Geoloe;y of ihe Antarctic 1 :qr. : S~muel Treves 

Fou1d you believe coal and petrified tree ferns in the Antarctic? 
In his work there Dr;. Treves has collected much evidence on the· 
crustal movements of the earth. ' ~ ... , ' . ~. 

4:00PN The Earth from s·pace, Dr, Donald Edwards 

Fascinating images from tht Eirth Resources TechnologySatellite'(ERTS) 
and from high-flying sur\rey'pla.nes. Youngsters will be interested in 

. : the models of rockets used in the ;ERTS Program. 

·~. - ; .'' ,' .· 
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The Kansas City show was held at the Wational. 9ua-rd .. ,,:,,· ,!_ 

Armo:ey, MArch lu-16. ,, Show was verv well attended ,,:ind. due""'..'. 
to the capacitv crowds it will be held at the 'Old Airport' 
next ye::ir i_:q Kansqs City, Ka.nsas. 11 neople from LGMC 
attended. .1.hey 1:1re Burton Barnes, Dr. Hal & Darline Janzen, 
'rom & Frank Rule, Irl ,$t Lois Everett, Marie & Howard T11ylor 
and Luella & ~Wald Paul.. - · 

~ ... ...J ·.:··r_-.: 
Art Howlett would like everyone to know the Star Paper was in error innrinting he 

w,::,s going to SDend his tc1x rebate money for a B.ock Concert. The corl!ect wording is 
,:,, .. ~.~e_,,P19ns to attend the Rock Show in Denver •. '.:. 

Howard KEmfield and Geneva Keith were married on March 8 and left for San Antonio 
for the :Rock Show to briniz bac:M: their Dictures. 

. - , r; ·_> f:'.->. 

Florend~ Borinc.r atte~ded a convention f~T~t.ioanl. Congres·s of Aero Snace Educ<:1tion I in 
1\Tew Orleans, April 2-6. lri peopl,e from _J\Tebrask0 were air-lifted by our ·own National 
Guard to the convention. It was hosted b-V J\f'i/tional Association of Aero Space Educa­
tion, Civj_]: ~irP,qtrqi, Fede~al Avaitimi Agency; and othEJr Ae1;0 Spac_e intrests. 

Velma Bloyd is a true I Rockhound' , 11.g s been collecting her own kidney stones. ··Has 
been hospj.talize<;l.,_ .but, is now home. and doing .fine·. - T-:i:er address: 222!+ East Indinpla 
Street, Phoenix, Arizorn. . 

~ . : .. , .~: (' · .. ,· _·. :-\r-, r .... :- .· .-·: . . - . . . -
Beinf! members .. <l, ;tJ:1f J\.:ebrB.ska .R~cre!Clt,ion League, Inc., I hone some of LGMC mernbe'rs will 
take adv:::int<{~e ()f ·attending _some <?'! l1ie functions o,f the League. Dr. P..,ulson is 
President, and sent the following i.nformation for our club. 

Semi-l\,nµu~?- WEI, membership mee~_ing a:t Yogi Be<ir Jellystone Park,. Gre·enwo;od Inter-
change arid :r-80. M~y_ 1, ?, 3,,· 4~-,1975. . . -,.> . . .. 
The semi-annual meeting of the 1'TRL membership §pr:i,ng'me·~til'lg will be held as above. 
Tl).,~r-e vvill be disr:J;J-,ays _of r,ecreati()p,!3,1 ~ehiclew. and equipment. There vtr:i.11 be one 
or .. two films Saturday ~e~e:hihg. a_s prt of the N.Rt:. program. They are also asking for 
any input from the general membership for help in" the directors and th,ei_r_ decisions. 
Carnival by. ,'}1iglrty Thorn.a~,,Shcws'.• . . .. . · 
For this ~e~end there w:i.11 he soeqiaf''r~tes· for each unit. This amount will be 
$2.00 per hight. This"~ll be the SBme for ... either coinblete hook-un. br for dry-
C<lTI}p),ng, which wo;u.JsLr.e .11-;:i1ng "the p_,,mt.er fac~l}ties. . . .. . ,· · , .. , - . 
We' will h~ve a, 'suecia1:.01ock _o'f pads for J\TRL ~embers •.. PLEA.SE LET YOUR DI.tlTCTOR 
KNOW '.[Ti' YOU A.'R~ PL\J\T},TJ)TG TO 'cni11E S1 TRA'T' WE THVE snME IDEA ·..,F' TB:E AMOUf,rf:oF"'SPACE 
nfAT, J\]p~::DS ,Tri BE 11fe;~RV'ED FO_ct NJ:U, '':EMtlF:~S. . ,.. . . ' . -n r,,., 

CAMPE'R GLINIJJS are beipg J1,eld. ~t the Auld ),?yj,lion in Antelpoe Pq.;rk 'fo):> anyone 
inte:rester'J in attendin·g; , They are quite interesting. _Three mo're ,:to g,o. -The dates 

are Anril 16, 23 £: 30, from 7 to 9 P.M.. Open to the public and,.,f;r;~e.,, 

Art and Hazel Howlett are f'Oini;,: to visit their son and dAughter-in l-3.w in Ohio, 
they p:J_an on tripning thru,"'irilest ·Virginia and Kentucky and nerhans look for a 
rock or two. They nbn on being

1 
.back .qbout May 1st •.. 

Please note .. Deadlin~,.;for copy :t:or the Piql~ <": Shovel has been moved ahead to the 
first dc1,y of the month to be _printed. Submit to Evelyn Ulrich as ea,,rly as pos~ible. 

Havn' t had a word. from Glenna & George McGinnis yet on their trip to Hawaii. (le 
expect a most interestinf" report when they return from their ramblinc. 



I received a r~l nice -lett.er from our friend Dan Mount fl'om _Harrisburg, 11.Te., 
invitirn.?'- al1 the membP:rs- .of LGMC to attend a field trip with)1is club. The letter 
follows-; .. 

-How. are an you roclettes been doing since that trip two pr three years 
ago that. we were on'.? · 
Our club is going on a three day trip to Muddy G~p and Jeffery City, Wyoming, 
May 24, 2~ & 26. Leaving Scottsbluff Saturday morning at 7 A.M. at the Jack 
,& Jill pgrking lot .p:p West. 27th and Avenue I (eye), where we left when you 
were un. here on. :that .. ot.her .. :tr,i.:p. _... . .· · 
So far there are 26 ·e-oing' ·fro~' here with our campers. 
Going after i~de. I contacted Mr Lewis Vondrasek at Muddy GaD where he lives, 
and he has 8 different ia.q.e mines on his cl"lims. Different colors, all the 
way from $1.50 to $7 .oo a pound.·· He ha:;; .. a big D cat 6 that he digs it out 
for you. Be ch~rges i10.oo a day each, for taking us out to the claims and 
.he will guar.<intee you ,i10.oo worth of i.Ade for the day, and all other jade 
you find, vou wHl have to give him half of it. that is cut-able. . 
Jou can oig all the sweetwate:r agates you want I free'· iust 7 miles off the 
road between Muddy Gap and J,effery City. You can hunt fossils and wood. 
He ha's 17 Jade claims that you can hunt 6n besides the 8 mines, and he 
knows his Jade from A to z. 
He will' not give,.you a bum.' cdeal. :" .. --• 
He said he has tons at his trailer in Muddy Gap, of Jade and Ed~ri V"llley 

'-; . 
limb casts wood and fossils that you can buy • 

. There are two, cam-o courts at Jef:(ery City. One. cabin pl2.00, and ~one ·:~8.00 
cabin, or yqµ ~pan camp r:igpt' __ ou't ,.on \h,e Jila!l.ms;f' and if iust trai-;lers' it . 
is $3.00 a night·. Lots of:,cmen country .to c~mp, .in free, at dry camp. only 
one toilet. , · 
It will be worth your trip for we will have ~lot of fun. I am expecting 

. more trien .iust the _26 ofJ_us. Apct ,.be.t;ween Mµqdy!,Gap ·and, Casp~r we are going 
t9 hunt differ~nt ag:3tes. .. _ .. ,,·, ''. ..• ·.· ""~ ·.· .. 

. You sure can get, your. fill of :eweetwllter· agates. ;Two uersons can dig aroundi 
_' 20 pounds in a)+OUJ:~ ~~d ,palf:./ Thev are 8-12:·ti,~J:_Pc;},pche~ U11d,~~ the sand 
in Sweetwater Creek. . · ··· 
I am wagon-master ___ so you p"ln .let me know :if you wa~t to gcf°t!ncl how many 
are goi;ng, .:for J~_ ~~- to le

1
t)µm know;. in 30 days in advanc~ of t:he trip .• 

Here's hoping to see some of you. '.- . ·. .. .· ' 
Going ,b;Y th~,,war of Gurpsey, P9ug\~:1:r~nd Casn~.r, bring SqoveI~,. bars, picks,. 
oversh~es,, fqr ~t pfay be a little mudi':3v if it should rain. · Extr~ Clothes 
may come in b,qnd1r / 
If you do not have campers, it is only 4~ miles in to Rawlins to the south 
of Mud4:r,,J}ap,.,t,o sp,me motel;~-' op. a.,,~oqd paved rocld. 
If you j:lon't w~nt ~(~ joiz1:,__µs at Scott,sbluff, y9u stay right on one eighty 
to Rawlins an~ th~n' :;1-0~~ tp Mudcy' 'G,qp~ ,,We will be at Muddy Gau around 
one o I clock_Sa.turaay-· 'the' '24th. 

Note: Anyone .-wanti;g>to go on this., fiel¢t tri'IJ C..i3-P contact for reserv'3tions 
· Dani el Moun,t .. · . . 

Harrisburg, Nebraska 69345 
.- or 

}.Telda Qliver--no :later then the April meeting 
' I will be wr:Lti.ng to Darr' shortiy after 'the meet:b{g.'· 

.::--.L,.' 



TF.E ·PIGK :& SHOVEL - -- - ... _ Volume 15, Issue 10, Page 9 APRIL 1975 --- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ------ - - ~ ....... _ ......... - - - - -~--· .. :..-_ 

LETTER TO LINCOLN GEN & MINERAL CLUB MEMBERS: 
·-· --····-··---- . ·-·-·---···-

A~-~~;: sttll active member of Li11coln Gem & Mineral Club; still giving hours of my 
time each month in pursuing tfie-pa:t'ticular·interest which I have in our hobby; stilk_ 
reme~bering with great feeling the many wonderful shows, field trips, inspirational 
meetings where we talked and learned about the various aspects of our simple rock­
hounding desires.;:. I should like to put a few questions into the minds of my fellow 
hobbyist clubmembers. 

Fi::"st cor.18s this question of feasibility - Uebster defines it as the quality of being 
fea2ible. Feasible - Uebster defination 'capable of being done or carried out, 
capable of being US!:).Q. .. or dealt with successfully'. As a/member of a feasibility 
stl'.dy committee I know that Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club is naturally capable of 
doing any thing that they attempt and that they are committed to do. My question -
Do we really have an interest in further committments? 

Do the tried and true members of Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club really want to ta½:e oh_ 
more public type activities, more expensive planning sessions, more exhaustive· public 
functions, more responsibilities which tend to errode away the time from our real 
enjoyment of our hobby? Are we ailtired·of our lovely, stimulating, fun typei 
ai-:nual show? Are we too big to plan and carry out a, few summer field trips and/or 
picnics where togetherness counts? Many of us are th:i.nking conserve, preserve, enjoy, 
How about you? · - · ·•· · ,, 

As you are all aware, oill'.' 1974 ~nd,eavor cost us $J,680 inve$ted in fixed assets 0(92 
chipboard cases) which we do not s:eem t-0 pe making any headway in disposing of and. 
which are valued at $40.00 per each, Meanwhile they are costing us $15,00 pet month 
for storage. · 

Isn't it a bout time we all put oar' thinking caps on and plan ahead by let ting o-iµ: ; 
1975 3oard of Directors know just what we feel our club membership means to us ar1d _) 
wl:cet Ho'd like to see them help us achieve? 

Phyllis Parks, Publisher, , 
1 7 year member, past editor .· and~, 

·t/~ ·· '·,: , . , .. , , , , .. , ~a~t_ P:e~i~ent ~~ --

,-r<;C) -i c, BLACKBIRD HILL - A }lEBRASKA LANDNARK L~~ L'-. J\ {f--"ti 
Have you ever visited Blackbird Hill? You probably remember reading'stories about 
Bl3,ckbird, the famo~p c_hief of the Omaha tribe who was one of the first Indian c~iefs 
to tr::i,de ui th the white man, He 11as said to be the most wily, and the greatest fas­
cal of all nations which lived on_~the Missouri. No one dared oppose him openly. Not 
on1_y did his deeds in war give him such power, but also his neighbors as weJl a_s his 
o~;n ·G::::.. 1Je feared him because of the poisons which he used ·to rid himself of thos,e 
Hho dii:roleased him • 

.L ,J· - ~ : ' ; 

It was Blackbird's request that he be buried on top of a high bluff which rose s_everal 
hund::ed feet above the Missouri River with a view of thirty miles · up and dowh the;;:·­
rfv-e-rt "His request being honored, he wa.s buried at the chosen site astride hi9 
horse, The dirt was piled over them, and a pole was set in the mound Hi th all -:the- · 
scalps he had taken in battle hanging from it. All early writers mentioned the;!. 
mound, 2,nd it became a famous Nebraska Landmark. 

.. 
At the base of Blackbird Hill are sandstone cliffs from which great springs rush. 
Deeply cut pictures of wild animals and strange Indian signs can be seen on the 
m,,lls of the cliff, 

(Infori,3tion for this article came from "History and Stories of Nebraska" 
by A, E, Sheldon. Copyright 1919, University Publishing Company of Lincoln, Nebraska 
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OFFICIAL STATE STONES 

State " 

.Alabama: ·· 
_4laska · 
J;rkans'as 
California 
CoJ.,9rado 
Florida 
Idaho 
Illinois 
Indiana 
Iowa 
Maine 
Maryland 

Michigan 

Mi:nn,;,e sot a: 

Mis~pµri . 
Montana .... 
Ne brask:i:, 
New Mexico 
New York 
North .Dakota 

Ohio 
Oklahoma , ... 
Oregon,,,. ~tc:;, 
Rhode Island 
South Carolina 
South Dakota 
Texas 

Utah::·~':·:·· 
Vt(rmorie -- .-, ' . 

w:i'.~6,.orisin 
Wyom:i,rig 

Diamond 
Benitoite 
Aquamarine 
Moonstone ,· . 
Star, Q?rnet', 

Tourmaline 
Williamsite 

, (Serpentine) 
Chlorastrolite 

LakeSuperl9r 
.Agate 

Sapphire 
Blue .Agate 
Turquoise 
Garnet 

Flint 

· Thunderegg 

lime thy st 
Fairburn .1.'iga te 
Blue Topaz 

Topaz 

Nephrite Jade 

Ro6k ,or Stori~J Mineral 

Jade 
>Bauxite 
Serpentine 

Limestone 
Geode 

· Red Garnet 

Petroskev:. ~Stone ·· 
· (Hexago,naria 

.CpJ'.'al). 

Mozarkite 
Montana?:Aaate -. . 0 

Pr!:3,irie: Ag~~e' :. 

TeredoJi1ossJ1 
Wood,.,,. -

Barite.R.ose 

Cumberlandite 
Granite · · 

Palmwood 
(petrified) 

Greens tone 
(Serpentine) 
Red Gran.ite 

'Hematite 
Gold 

· Quartz Crystal 
Gold 

Fluorite 

Galena 

Bowenite 

Rose Quartz 

Talc 

Galena 

Fossil 

Mammoth 

In addition to the above, krizona has a bola tie (with ariy.stone) as 
thet·:r· stat:e ·symbol. 

California·is working on a state fbssil, so will probably be the first 
state to have a state gem, rock, mineral and fossil. 

Oregon is working on a rock, mineral ·1and fossil. 
' ' 

GEMRO.CK via i:r'he Geode 
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Hl\.NDXHINTS 

The;: ·color ;0t: aga:te_l;:l, :I1)ay_ be ,a;ltered by first. soaking them in a chemical 
solution-and,; ,tj'len,.bakii+g,,the·m· ,in an over..: 'rhe heat:.;should be gradually 
increased -c;fpom lg1/,' •:JP high to_,-preven:t[f1;a,c~'.1.¥"ing ... ' .. · > . _ _ .:.,: , 

~ t \,,' --

' - ,Th:e· ,q~ep;.co{qr:q1 -.of c'arne1ian a:nd sa/,~w:iyx ·rit~Y,be :}_ten~J{{~,d,!bf~~a~I~g . 
. ~-.. ..--. -, r. • .. ,--r .· .. ..,. . -, .. ~. :- .. · .- --~ ~. , .. r·. , .. ;. ' ;-

Apple __ gree.n,: Soak agate in a solution' of'·'nic"kef nitrate~· ·Place in 
. oven' a~'':16,vf:heat and gradually increase temperature. to high •. 

- !. ~ • • ! - • • ... '. --.. ., ....... - ~ • 

Bl:Jckf'.Soak··agite in a sugar solution fo;.~~ f~;;:we.'e,k$;:1:·Boi.l in.sul­
phuric acid for several hours. The acid darboniz:es the,sugar wht~hhas 

.. J:::,een absorbed. : .·· 
i' -·- - . . '. • ' . ' .• 

(-; :f.: :·-f -· 

;,.:rfaJ.~ed:, -Soak agate for severc,tl weeks· in a st:r-ong solution of iron nitrate, 
yE;Pd .· then gi ye·· oven treatment. · · · · · 

- -~ ·~· _: -:; T, -

Be sure to COO! the ,heated ag~tes gradua11y •.. Designat~ .that th~ siones 
have been artificially altered.· · · ·· ''" ·· ··:. ·, .. ':,:<r,_;:;-·urrc 

The monument maker uses. a weak, solution of oxalic acid to acquire the 
glossy shine on the .granite,. : .It is used as a polishing aid. Dissolve 

--1:l. little oxal.ic a;c;id in water and work into your felt buff 'or add to 
your polishing,paste.and ·try on agates. It works wonders .. A piece of 
QorduroyglueQ. to soft rubbermalces,fine, in~xpensive polishing material. 

·· · · ·.. · · · ·The Geode via Gem Cutters' 0 1\fews 
,· ...... -· I .. <J ~-f 

· fplishihg;- Hint· ... One way to polish mat.erial which will undercut, ·.;~ch 
· ;a:s sagerifte, moss agate, plume, porous wood and wood with iron, you· 
;J~/ili' find' that you can get a better polish in the folJ.ow~ng way: First 
c,'9ompletely co-ver the slices with watet'. in a flat pan with •some deter-

1· ;gent and shake of Comet,·. elevating the slice on a small object such as 
'Sar rings. Y()u start the rocks in lulrn-'warm water, gradually bringing 
to a slow boil; boil for 10 minutes, Keeping the slices well.covered 
with water at all times. Remove from heat,,· leave in pan until wat,e:r 
reaches room temperature. Fast changes in temperature may fracture the 
slice. ·· 

Go through the fine sanding, clean well a1;3:d spray with a coat .or .-,,two of 
plastic. Let it dry. Fine · sand again lightly, then polish. ·· You will 
end up with a beaU:~tf'tfll.y polished piece. :'J:tie plastic fills in the 

vPorous spots, enaoling~you to polish the surface-/: This thin coat ·over 
~ t :/vhe iron content in picture wood almost eliihina-feeFtne iron streaks in 

li,0Q. ;VJOOd • . . . . . , .. ,- ' :, . 

, ~,---.All Rockhound Pow Wow Magazine via' P·7agicf'va1Iey :'Gem News 
.. , ,·,,-::·;;~·~..-\··,- -,·.:~::··I.1--· 

. . . . -

Hydrochloric acid is good for testing lapis lazuli. A drop of it on 
the blue stone creates an odor of hydrogen sulphide. On the white 

.~reas it usually effervesces because the white is usually calcite. 
This_test will distinguish lapis from sodalite and lazulite. 

· ~-From Gems and Kinerals via The Geode 

. '::' :)'\ 
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Gleanings from the AFMS April Newsletter 

AFLS president; r;:Iary Anderson1 in an. arti·c·l· e _:.!:3· .. nti t+!,d "What ~.ii&.~,.$"' .. 
Are He Doirtg? t7hat Are We Going. To·,Do?'' says, · "The conven- . .:?v: . . 
tions and shows I have attended have,-been,outstanding. Some .• · · ' .- . ; 
have ~~.!}~\J. for a show contract form which all regionals could '' 
use' :for'' r·egiona1 arid ·an .AFf1YS .show. ·:;T will have a special committee pn . 
this sgpn _ _, _ and you may_ be contacted for help." ·· · · ' 

, Lt. 7 ) .. · ~ '\ - .: _f :· . _ ..i ~ ! -~ ;·s . ~ _, _ : i 

She further stat_,es i;hat she· w<i:uld Ji:ke to. see a manual published 'list-- f,­
ing the duties ind responsibilitie~"of all officers. She believ§~ that; 
this ivmuldi give,: ea.ch• committee member a concrete outline of what is 
expected· bf him, when he .takes o:ffic.e I . -< ; ;• -

She feels tJ:iat tJ:iere is a nee~ fo~ better com~unication. She .S:~~~~iaJ./,;~~~:;;r 
00:ui; ... \l)ere_ 3:_n this v:ast organization there must be hundreds o:f usa'ble · ·· 
suggestions that would s·trengthen our societies, and bring new and .Jtdd.ed . 
interest to every group. The American is here to J1.el:p ·each and e~e~y (jl 
one,.p,:t:. the1 ;il}dividual societies. It is not the job of a few scatt~r'ed'n 
COmtn1tteeg.L.ft '.fs "the load of •ivery ,si_ngle member,,''. ,,,., 

............... . . . 

~n aJt ari;icle enti ~led "I'-ore About ~tate Stones" June Zei tner tells t~at 
in .order. to promote· r·ichigan, and help defray the expenses of the Tri­
enni~I Grand, Ch9pter Session of the Order Lof, Eas.:te.rn Star. to be .held in 
Cl~xe;Land, the r:ichigan Grand Chapter is endeayoring to collect thou­
sp.:pq.,§l':. pf bare u2s and cabochons of Pe.toslrny $ton§w):Ji9pigan I s state 
sto~f to. give ~nd to• s'ell. She comments thect,:tlf.l:l).i~":§l§ems l~ke a;2i:rn~"iJ):• 
way to ·popularize a state stone.'' · · - -· 

r.rrs. Zei tner feels that projects which call for a request for free 
sar.rt,JJas of:statG stones, gems, minerals and fossils are not feasible. 
She explains, "Tvm states have gold as a state mineral. ·Onel:lfl.atfidi:a.;.' 
mcfndfs'~ . another emerald. . Free samples of gold, diamonds, · ahd, emi3Talds 
jus~-- are not being given away." · She suggests, as a better ·approach, 
for students .to study about the gems, minerals, and rbcks of the vari-
0~1.rstates, .where · they are found, how they are used, and perhaps get 
pictures of good state mineral kingdom '9ymbols from brOchures ,· map·s, 
an_d ·:ro:-tfoer promotional material .. 

- - - ·.;.., -· - . - - - - ·- .... , --_; - -, .·.--

F'.~::1 ~~\l':e W2.'!::::.2gton Scene" by Kenneth Zahn .. ,Public Law 93-153, whic·h 
a!flEprided the r!Iineral Leasing Act of 1920·, requires that Secretary of 
Interior make recommendations to the President.and Congress, by Jul'y 1, 
1,975, for a national system of· roads and corridors across public land.s, 
A~as~ans are primafily aff~bted~but the report is interesting to any, 
person· who explores,- the.· back' ways for rocks and 1:1inerals. .It. is Jty2;~f­
able._.,,t',rom>the _Bµreau of Land Management, State Director 555 dorcJ;oya ,- :- .. 
StreEt·; 'Anchorage; Alaska, 99501 or Interior Dept. W~sh,ington., D.C. · - · 
202LW, The title will floor you--"r.~ul timodal Transportation and Utility 
Cor.r).d_.p;r- Systems in Alaska: A Preliminary Conceptual Analysis." 

,--! ; - -· - - -
t!all Street Journal Carries t~ineral Story .. -. The. mineral kingdom con­
tinues to get unprecedented exposure. In January there was a long,' 
article about the opals of Goober ·Pedy on the1 front page of the Viall 
Street Journal, 
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Remar)-:able Cryoli te: \Then, ~he No:r_~~rnencJirs:t y_j,.si ted the. 'i\1~,st qoast',o:f 
Greenland,. they found _the Eskim? s· µsing! pieces }f heavy white\ st9:rt(\1P .!, 
anchor their craft. i;hen sun1c · in the water, this strange stone be99rti.~-s 
invisible. Today we 1';:now the substance as mineral cryoli te. Greenland 
is virtually the only source of. supply~ The nam€ Cryolite means frb1st _-' 
stone, and it has the same light-bending po:vter or.: index' of refraction:::: 
as water. Therefore light goes through it and"i intov water with almcrst 
no deviation in dir~ction, so tp.e material is, nearly, ~n;vislble when ... 

immersed. --Fromrine:.· ~~s - :e:~.s::,:h:·.:~.:, s _- -y~a-R~Cl> :,~
1

L
111

I2RS~·-, .··.·.· .. ? 

- , . - • ~\~ 'I -- '(fC.; 

Petrified Pebbii Ptlps Pews · ~ ::: :c:~ ' 

1~:if5, Off'icers elected are as fol.lb,~s: · _ . _ ~·-,\~\,\ _, -\\, n:.-,. 
- President-------------·--sandra ~Tright . 

Vice President----------T"ary Green \,\ · \· 
Secretary-Treasurer---·-i..Lind'a Par1:::s /~~ · .- ··. :,._ 
Fews Reported----------~Ingrid Olson ' Sr ___.~ ' · .. -,.~· ' 

Other. members are: Br_ent and Brad Jone?-•; Lee Pi vonk?,1, Jf'~}s ~ drew 
Ol,so.ri', ._ap.d Trent Co,oper . . . · . L/ ,,------\..<-::9{ .\ 
OrrApr~l 19 the Pebble -Pups will visit the -new 4-H Camp):/ik__~.n ~t 
Gretna. After touring the grounds, they will hunt for a~~ s~ fos-
sils. Assistant County Extensicn Agent, Allen Boettche~l com-
pe.ny ther.i. ) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - ' '_Cj~#~~-r~~ 
D G R: X -.pL' I T E T R A U Q U A K A L S 
r.r 'Ji) R_ :ff' L r,r I A I E F ,. U S C H I Z Z 
ff' A P S C C I R S E A O A r- 0 H P T T 
G'-c R~ iR ,ff ·p Q U A L T Z R N R B R L S R 
R G H B L E N D A C A O N N B S C I I 
A L I L I~ E S T I-; 1'7 ·.t~ B L I\J I( L H H U 
F I E Tr I P T S L A L I B R P E E C Q 
R I"· Q U A R T< T B E'. I'! N P E PE T S U 
T E A R T Z S O l\T ,R E- E S O I' L L L R 
TS SAT LAD~-) PAT U t AC AR 
R JARD E F C H,!f RS OAT ALT H 
A O A S I' L K- H I 'T E G N R B D- A E L -
U U Q DIST NE FILL R LL:E NA 
Q NU~ E ,LES I ASCH TC HIST 
U S A 'tr A 'p' E L D S P A P Z J A D F R 

Instructions--the hidden'C'i 
names listed below appear 'for­
ward , backward , up , .down,_ :Or 
diagonally in the puzzle. :- J . ,, 

Find each hidden name and- bo·x: -­
it in as shown. 

Feldsp~rs 
Granite 
Hornblende 
Jade -
Limestone 
I.'arble 

rtica 
Quartz 
Schist,:, 
.~erpe_,ritine 

-:Slate'- ' ' 
Talc·_' 

. '", 

:via THE ROCKE~TE .- , 

A loser is: A w6dd:pecl{ei( in a' petrified forest, 
STONE PAGES via THE ROCK BOX 
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SAFETY-.PAGE ; .. 

\/atch~.reut··\·.Then· Tired·~;;~lAil :kindso:fi\=:aEiv1oe have 
on h<Dw,:'to ovetcdme··f'atigue at the wheel ... Every 
heat"tl · o:f the rules:0 b1llt· the :trouble is.1.:- Fost of 

~-

been g1ven(._1· S'AJF)~. 
driver has r.:. I 1 

Vlrbng! ,:'c·t_i:yc'f '.,,y,j ·,-·:3::rc-
Them are :--r ,-

.. ,. . ;: -.:. -, '.'~ -:~ r :· ,....,,.~,. "f '. ....... : r:. - -:· r·'.· :..\ <. · .. \ .~r "'; .- . 

Opening tpie wtY199'1ir~.tP:.,.ge.t_>f;r2.l:}~: air·. +!t your face may be 
dangerou!S. Noth:i,,ng wr+l.:.~op;tpe_ you f¢o:- sleep like fresh night 
air blowing ~gaJnst you;i:-_:fgc_?'; ) 

• ~-:: : -: • .J ' -

·-
.'.,3 

Turning up yourTradio won't work if you are dog-tired. The added volume 
will not only lull a driver to sleep but may make him sleep more soundly. 

Anything that relieves hunger will relieve the weary feeling it causes. 
But if you are tired because you are short of sleep, eating may only 
make the problem worse. Be·especiallcy<~arei'Ula'half hour after you eat. 

Taking an alcoholic beverage is the wo-rs:t· thing a sleepy driver can,d@1r r 
Alcoholic sle~p strikes-- instantly, .wi-thout the usual advance-warning 
signals. · -----

Coffee, c.affein tablets or amphetatnihe·s ca"iise a· strong reaction. The 
letd/?}lln can be sudden a:nc:l: cataclysmis~·: '.~, - . - ~ .. : :: - ' - '"" ,,,r:: ' 

Anything that stalls off sleepiness may cause.it" to come on in even, :;~,- ·s J 
,greate~ force soon afterwar~. ,Tl-ie _op_l;v:

0 
s13-f~. thJng ~p: .?-P wh_e_n sleepy_ is __ , 

STOP .. AND SLEEP. Veteran drivers pull· bf,f- the rol;l.d for a short nap for ' 
;;:.1:01..{t20 minutes. . .. -::>;• "'i:Y- ,-ic,-;ir,':: L:J:i 

· ..:·-via AFr::s NE\'1SLETT1:l't1" 

Since boats are used by many for recreation, safety is very important. 
The Natural Resources Police, ·Tawes State Office Bldg. , Anapolis, Vary­
land ,,21401 offers a free home study course of problems of new boate_rs. ,.. 
1131-e:i:,cbWD::s-e is 2. 64-page information-filled booklet and a 126 questidn.) '­
q_v.i~·r.-- Read the book and riail the course. Those who do receive a safe­
boating decal a_nd a card. Juniors a1so get a jacket decal. This is an 
exc:ellent booklet and the course could save your life, whether you liv!3 
in the East or \lest. · 

--via AFi~s. NEWSLETTER 

1. Do not S:ta;iz-;tJ on a field trip when you have trouble with your car. 

2. Use you:it=;~i~t belts,' they may prevent serious injury, even death, 
~00~~ . 

J. Never have loose material higher than the batk seat. A _sudden stop­
may cause it to fly forward and inflict injury. _: Heavy objects should 
be placed on the floor of the luggage compartmen't. 

l.J,. Equip your car with a survival kit--food, water, first" aid anq. 
clothing which will protect you from heat or cold. 

5, Always carry a shovel, bucket, and an axe. They are required in 
most areas for fire protection, especially in National Forests. An axe 
is a very handy tool in ma.,11Y,,. situations in wooded. areas . 

• . r ~- .. ) •., _.· _ _;via rriami Valley ~&Ci Club; Ohio •... 
, ~: . r-:-- l 
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MWF GEOLOGY COMMITTEE 

PLANS CAMPING TRIP 

Under the sponsorship of the Geology Committee of the 
Midwest Federation a two week geology-camping trip along 
the north shore of Lake Superior and through the Keweenaw 
country is being planned for July 26 through August 9, 1975. 
Wayne Henderson is chairman and Don Clark is assistant chair­
man of the event. 

The camping trip will be limited to 50 adults who may 
bring their children if of suitable age. It is planned so that 
campers may go for either or both weeks. There will be a fee 
of $5 per week per adult to cover costs of arranging the trip. 
Camping fees will vary with the park and with your camping 
unit. 

Mail your request for a place on this tour to Don. H. Clarke, 
1107 Maple Street, Essexville, Michigan 48732. State the 
week or weeks you wish to be inc I uded, the names of adu I ts 
and children in your party, your vehicle and type of camping 
outfit, and enclose the necessary fees. Requests must be in 
to Don by June l. You will receive an acknowledgment and 
any further information needed. 

New MWF Appointments 

Lapidary Chairman -
Mr. Elmer P. Schmidt 
130 Bluff Street 
Aurora, Illinois 60505 

Public Image Chairman -
Mrs. Ruth Mogg 
Route # 1 , Box 23 1 
Grayslake, Illinois 60030 

Special Committee to Reopen 
Collecting Areas Chairman -

Mr. George W. Lyons 
W. 151 N. 8631 Marshall Dr. 
Menomonee Fol Is, 
Wisconsin 53051 

SPRING EXECUTIVE MEETING 

Terry Huizing, Midwest President, announces 
the spring Executive Committee Meeting of the 
Midwest will be Saturday, April 26, beginning 
at 9:30 a.m. at Oakton Junior College, Morton 
Grove, Illinois. Complete information is being 
sent to al I members by the Secretary. 

DON'T BUY A GOLD BRICK! 

by Frank Mayo, EFMS President 

Buying gold is a very dubious thing and not a wise invest­
ment for the smal I buyer. Whether the investor buys gold bul I ion 
or coins, he will be taking risks because there is great danger 
of counterfeit 14 karat gold coins and bullion which are com-
ing out of Beirut, Lebanon. There are phony gold bricks that 
have lead or tungsten cores. The best protection against get­
ting stuck with a gold brick is to buy from a reputable dealer 
and note whether it has the stamp of a recognized refiner. But 
refiners' stamps can be faked also. 

The simplist and quickest test for the purity of gold is to 
use the Archimedes or specific gravity test. Weigh the speci­
men of gold in air; then tie a cord around it and weigh it sus­
pended in water. The difference between its weight in air and 
in water divided into its weight in air for pure gold is always 
19.3 which is its specific gravity. This test is good for gold 
bars suspected of 14 karat gold or of bars with lead cores, but 
it is no good if the "gold brick" you are buying is a gold plated 
bar of tungsten because tungsten also has the same specific 
gravity as gold - 19. 3 and costs only $6 per pound. Only a 
hole drilled through the bar and it chemically analyzed will 
assure you of its purity. Gold is almost twice as heavy as an 
equal volume of lead or silver which have specific gravities 
of only 11.3 and 10.5. 

The eager gold buyer should beware of the gold swindlers 
and their many schemes to separate him from his money. For 
as long as gold has been sold, there have been crooks with 
glittering get rich quick schemes to take in the unwary, the 
greedy and the gullible such as maps of lost gold mines and 
buried treasure, the old Mexican prisioner s treasure map stick, 
gold bricks and salted gold mines. 

Despite the hazards of being bilked, the major risk that a 
gold buyer faces is simply that the purchase may be a lousy in-



vestment. It is just a wildly, risky thing and at current prices 
the risks are enormous. 

Warning: Several thousand people lost their lifesavings 
recently in the collapse of "Western Pacific Gold and Silver 
Exchange Corp." This organization advertised heavily in con­
servative publications. They sold silver and gold coins on mar­
gin and stored silver for investors. Millions of dol~lors hove 
been lost in their "Ponzi" like scheme. Original investors were 
paid from monies taken in from later investors. Finally, the 
scheme bust when too many demanded their money back. The 
Securities and Exchange Commission has filed fraud charges 
against Western Pacific and three other coin and silver dealers. 
If you wish to buy gold, here are some "Golden Rules": 

I. If you must buy gold, wait until after the initial rush, 
when the price goes down . 

2. Never buy on margin and never pay storage fees -
demand delivery. 

3. Your source of supply should be of unquestioned inte­
grity - some institution you trust completely. 

4. Be wary of unsolicited correspondence or calls from 
strangers offering to sell you gold. 

5. Be skeptical of promises of spectacular profits, ask your­
self, "Why am I being offered this golden opportunity?" 

6. Be suspicious of claims of new secret or exotic processes 
or extract gold. 

7. Resist pressures to make hurried, uninformed investment 
decisions. 

8. Find out if the company is registered with the Securities 
and Exchange Commission or state securities agency. 

9. Seek independent advice from a person you trust and 
who is knowledgeable. 

10. Ascertain what cost, in addition to the quoted price 
of gold is involved. For example, a refining charge, assay 
fees, commissions, shipping and storage, insurance cost and 
sales tax. 

Already there is much phony or low quality 14 karat g?ld 
waiting to be unloaded on an unsuspecting public. Until the 
economy settles down and you know which way things will go, 
it is wise to play it safe and put your money in an insured sav-
ings account or U.S. Bonds. from Cobb-L-Stones 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Blackford Geological Society 
Carl Boxell, President 
513 West E Im Street 
Hartford City, Indiana 47348 

Richfield Mineral Club, Inc. 
Carl R. Erickson, President 
6815 - 2nd Avenue South 
Richfield, Minnesota 55423 

ROCK SLIDES 

joined February 28, 1975 

joined March 6, 1975 

Maurice Starkey, Danville, Illinois, has an unusual group 
of 2 x 2 inch slides. He has cut from various rocks slices 
1/32nd inch thick and mounted them in Airequipt slide mounts. 
When projected, the light penetrates the thick rock slices and 
shows the various colors and formations on the screen. Maurice 
is a past president of the Double I Mineral Society. 

AFMS CONVENTION - DENVER, COLORADO 
JUNE 19-22, 1975 

What does your club do? 

Several of the rockhound societies across 
the midwest cooperate with their local 4H Clubs. 
Some gem and mineral society members attend 
4H geology meetings as occasional instructors. 
Some clubs arrange for th~ 4H young people to 
have lectures by local college or high school 
teachers in their institutions. The Kenosha 
(Wisconsin) Gem and Mineral Society has help­
ed in their County Fair judging of the 4H Geo­
logical Exhibits. Additionally, this club has 
awarded United States Government Savings 
Bonds to winning entries. 

What does your club do for the general public? 
Let Assistant Miss Dorothy Gleiser know what 
you do in this regard. She will include it in 
her report to the MWF. Her address is 1066 
Griffith Street, Lake Forest, Illinois 60045. 

from the Public Image and Courtesy Committee 
Mrs. A. Mogg, Chairman, R. 1, Box 231 
Grayslake, Illinois 60030 

SAUCER OF GOLD! 

A huge saucer of gold 150 miles across lies buried under the 
soi I of South Africa, Rand Reef, and it produces more gold than 
any other place on earth. It has been mined since I 889. Modern 
mining goes into the reef two miles. Tunnels spread under the 
city of Johannesburg, now one of the biggest cities in Africa. 
Almost 300,000 miners work the tunnels where temperatures may 
reach 100 degrees. For every button of gold processed, 5 tons 
of ore must be dug and treated. Recently scientists have dis­
covered that valuable uranium can be extracted from the "mount-
ains" of waste from gold refinings. via Pick and Shovel 

MORE ON GOLD! 

Possibly the largest and most unusual treasure hoard of all 
time lies in eastern Montana. Its location is no secret -­
everyone knows where it is. But th is treasure is impossible to 
recover for it is locked between the huge, 250-foot high con­
crete wa 11 s of the Fort Peck Dam. 

Built in 1940 on the Missouri River, the structure is the 
world's largest earth-filled dam. In this type of construction, 
the interior of the dam is filled with earth instead of solid con­
crete. However, the builders unknowingly used valuable gold­
bearing earth to fill the dam. 

Used to control floods and generate electricity, the dam 
contains over 125,000,000 cubic yards of material. A chemi'­
cal analysis determined that each cubic yard of earth used to 
build the dam contains about .0023 ounces of gold. Does that 
seem like a small amount? When you multiply it by the amount 
of material involved, the value soars. According to present 
prices, the dam contains over $30,000,000 worth of gold. 

Th is treasure might be extracted some day through soph is­
ticated mining techniques if the dam ever becomes obsolete. 
But until then,the gold will remain inside what has been called 
"the first man-made gold mine." via Pich and Shovel 
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Pn nTERTAlnmEnT 
uTLucu. 

/')-CH 

comPLETE 
0 

'ruRoA 
fUf li00t'1-UPS 

AD ISSI • A E I L FOR U Tl 



Everett l 1 
THE CAPJ.TOL Cl1TS rmsT ROClC SHOP 

2941 North 65th PHONE 466-6204 

NEED ANYTHING FOR YOUR CASE? 

WE HAVE IT ! ! 

0 SATISPIElt,CUStOMBRS ARE OUR BEST ADVERTISEMENT'' 

Tl!:Ll:PHONI!: 
466-1697 TOM & LEFTY'S 

ROCK SHOP 

6333 KEARNEY STREET 
LINCOLN, NEBR. 615!!!07 

LAST CHANCE Get your cases ready for the show • 

. ?{e ri<tve pfep,ty ,o.f ma~.er,ial Q); hand. 
'".··: . ' .· ' ' ; 

. - The coffee pot is sti,11 on • 

. ~EWE~ Af,'ID CUSTOM CUTTING 

~~~~ 
Phone 466-1337 6009 Vine St., 68505 

DIAMOND$ AT ' WHOLESALE PRICES 

All types Jewelry repairing and speci~l made Jewelry and Rings 
Wholesale & Retail Turquoise Indian Jewelry 

Repair & Sell & Buy Antique Watches - Buy & Sell Gold & Silver 

PETER P. KLEIN - 'J.faster Jeweler 

. 
t i 
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Ltncoln Gem & Mineral Club 
Box 5342 
Lincoln, NE 68505 

\<}7$ 

-~~-

Exchange Editor: Evelyn Ulrich 
3521 S. 48th St. 
Lincoln, NE 68506 
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LINCOLN GEM & MINERAL CLUl3 - 17th ANNUAL SHOW - May 10-11, 1975 
AGRICULTURAL HALL, Ne1:ira.ska State Fair Grounds 

LINCOLN, . NEBRASKA 
-

Shaw Chairman, Glen Lit:zenburg, P. o. Box 5342, Lincoln, NE 68505 




