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disseminate knowledge of lapi,dvy .. and 'Y¥'1ious. ~¥"th .f?qi~nces including but not 
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particular purpose of the corporation to provide education in these fields to 
its members and the general public, particularly youth and student groups. 

MEMBER: Midwest Federation of Mineralogical and Geological Societies (MWF) 
American Federation of Mineralogical Societies (AFMS) 
Nebraska Association of Earth Science Clubs, Inc. (NAOESCI) 
Community Arts Council of Lincoln (CAC) 
Nebraska Recreation League (NRL) 

Regular Meetings: 4th Saturday o.f the month, September through May, 7.30 P,M. 
1975 - Nebraska State Fairgrounds, Adm,! Bldg., Lower level, west door 
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President, •• , ••• Frank Rule 
1st Vice Pres ••• Larry Bigley 
2nd Vice Pres, •• Don Carter 
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Board Member,.,,Irl Everett 
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Board Member •••• Howard Taylor 
Board Member •••• Glen Ulrich 

STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN: 
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Hospitality 
Refreshments 
Membership 
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68.510 489-3442 
68506 489-5222 
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68507 466-6204 
68504 466-4878 
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68.506 489-2538 

Marie J. Carveth and Marcella Hilton 
MaT:i,ta Bigley, 
-F'J?~l'l.ces Trac~ 

.. J'oella Dlsoh"' 
Frank Rule 
Contact Frank Rule 

Luella Paul 
Julius and Myrtle Young 
Art Howlett 
Glen Litzenburg 

Editor Evelyn Ulrich, 3.521 So, 48th St., Lincoln, NE 68.506 
Phone 488-90.51 

Typist Rosalie i·lright_ 
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Repo~ters-Club Members 

Contributions' from.- members are welcome and needed •. · Deadline for 
material is the .5th of the month to be printed, Please send copy 
to the Editor. 

1 · -----X--cfvertisingbya-rock--hobby-businessorinterest is-permitted with--approvail 

l 
of the Board, at a rate presently set at: 1 

Full page (approx. 10 inches copy) $10 • .50 per insertion l 
Half page ( 11 5 " " ) 5.25 11 11 

1 

Third page ( " 3¼ " " ) 3 • .50 " " 
_ _ _ _l'~i-~~mum size ad - _¼ P~Ge ~!-~!~· ?i__per insertion ! 

Articles published in THE PICK & SHOVEL may be reprinted if credit is given the 
author and the bulletin, and a copy of the publication is sent to the Editor. 
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CALENDAR 

Oh - the wonder of it all 
How snowflakes form and drop to earth 

And cling to every tiny twig, 
Each needle of the spruce and pine, 

. Until all is soft- and white- and fr:esh---. 

REGULAR lVlEETING- -Sat. Febr. 22, 1975; 7:.30 p.m.; State Fair Grounds. 

" 

Program-:- -

Lowel level Administration Bldg.--enter west door. 

-Minerals. A film will be shown, and samples of 
minerals shown on the film will be on display. 

Refreshments - - -Will be served by the Refreshment Committee. 

Board of Directors' Meeting--Thursday, March 6, 7 :JO p .m. , Home of· 
Larry Bigley 6126 Hartley 

Mar. 14-16. 

Mar. 15-16 

Mar. 21-2.3 

Apr. 5- 6 

Apr. 12-1.3 

Apr. 18-20 

May ·10-11 

May 17-18 

June ?- 8 

June 13-15 

June 19-20 

Aug. 2-3 
Aug. JO-Sept. 1 

S~t. 26-28 

Oct. 9-12 

Oct. 18-19 

1975 DATES TO REMEMBER 
Kansas,City, KS Greater Kansas City Gem and Mineral 

Clubs Show, National Guard Armory 
Vermillion, SD Coyote Rock and Lapidary Soc. Show, 

Student Union Bldg., Univ. of S,D, 
Bridgeton, MO St. Louis, Mo., Rock Hobby Club 

Show, Machinists' Union Auditorium, 12365 St. 
Charles St. 

Ogallala, NE Prairie Rockhounds' Open House, 
Holiday Inn 

Cedar Rapids, IA Cedar Valley Rocks and Mineral Soc. 
Show, Hawkeye Downs 

Hastings, NE Central Nebraska Rock and Min. 
Show, City Auditorium 

. Lincoln, NE Lincoln Gem and Min. Club Annual 
Show, New Ag. Bldg., State Fair Grounds 

Hot Springs, SD Picture City Gem and Min Show, 
City Auditorium 

Hebron, NE Fort Butler Rock and Gem Club 
Annual Swap, City Camp Grounds 

Gering, NE NAOESCI State Show, National 
Guard .Armory 

Denver, CO AFrtS-RMFS Show and Convention, 
Coliseum Complex, 1325 East 46th Ave. 

Go then berg, NE NAOESCI State Swap, .Lafayette Park 
Omaha, NE Nebraska Min. and Gem Club Show, 

Holiday Inn, 3321 So. 72nd St. 
North Platte, NE Platte Valley Rock and Min. Soc. 

Show, National Guard Armory 
Detroit MI International 75, MWF and Central 

Canadian Fed, of Min. Soc. Show and Convention, 
4400 E. Eight Mile Road, Detroit Light Guard 
Armory 

Grand Island, NE 
Fonner Park 

Grand Island Earth Science Show, 
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LAST MONTH. . • The Jan1.u-· ~r meeting of the LGMC was held in the ·.new 
meeting place--the lower level of the Administration Building at the 
State Fair Grounds. There were 91 members and 8 guests present. The 
guest list included the following: Jodi Juricek, Mr. and Mrs. Arnold 
Pi'·onka, Mr. and lVirs. Donald Van Doren, Mrs. Tom Newell, and Mr. and 
Mrs,: Ray Beamer from· the Topeka Club. 

- .... --, 

A lot of business was taken care of, John Harrison, treasurer, handed 
out the Club.'s fipancial statement. With it was a report made by R~y 
Grabher, .. the -'National Show Budget Director. A report was given by 
Flossie Litzenberg on preparations being made for our 75 Show. Sounds 
as if it is going to be a great one. Items 2 ?tnd 3 of the Lpng_Range, 
Plan were approved by the membership. Item 4 was not accepted.· 

After the businessmeeting,.we identified rocks. Our president,. 
Frank Rule, had numbered and laid out 20 rocks to be identified, Each 
member was given a piece of paper to be numbered to correspond with the 
::lumbers found on the rocks. The papers were handed in for correction, 
reminding one of school days. Lois Everett won the prize, a beautiful 
thunder egg, for naming the most rocks correctly. 

Since our Club's 20th birthday is in January, a beautifull. birthday 
cake was served'by our refreshment committee. Each individual serving 
was decorated .with a blue rose and a £;old leaf, our Cluo colors. Tl'ile 
table was artistically adorned with ferns and candleabra holding lighted 
yellow tapers. With tho blue and gold table cover, it made a lovely· 
sight. O'ur Refreshment Committee, Marie Carveth and Marcella Hilton 
are to be com.~endod on giving 0ur Club such a nice birthday party. 
Reco"gni tion was gi Von to Iri Everett and Frances Tracy, charter member:-s 
of tho Club~ · 

,-. -

fi~,~~'le -F:b:u:r~ :9:5-m:e~i:.g-w:s -held atRobert's 
I
/{'. · · · . ! lJG2qv-.S i pairy Party Roor.1. The program for the evening, 
! Ne_t.e S ·' cJ ';'was Cretaceous Rocks of Nebraska by Harold 

(~_ · ..... ·~' ~ 8-@:J_ DeGre,w · --from the notebook of Historian, 
·~·~· ·· · Francss Tracy. ~~ I " . 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ·- ..... 

"VAJA CON DIOS" - Cards were sent this month to: 

Ruth Krejci - Get W.eJl 
Tom Newell - Get Well 
Mrs. Lona Simmons - Get.Well 

Mrs. Simmons is the mother of Tom Simmons 
and Marjorie Heedick--Grandmother to Roger 
and Gary. She is loved.by those of us. who 
have the pleasure of knowing her. We've 
tas·ted her w,onderful cooking--We' ve enjoyed 
her wisdom. 

Mrs. Mary Schowengerdt - Birthday . 
Mrs. Schowengerdt is the mother of Frances 
Tracy. She lives in a nursing home at 
Firth~ Nobraslra. She has attended many of 
our rock shows. On Ft)bruary 20th she will 
be celebrating her 100th birthday. 
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MESSAGE FRON ACTII1G I.GMO PRESIDENT - First Vice-President Larry Bi{!ley 

I sit here pondering a few minutes before the meeting of the 'board and wonder what 
the V,P. can say in the Presidentfs message. As most of you know Frank cannot be 
with us tonight and M.rs, Ulrich informed me day before yeste:r;-day that Frank did 
not leave a messaf'e before he left, It really cami:f as a·surprise to me as· I'm in 

_ the middle of remodeling, 

Our February program is a special one of many fine minerals from various private 
collections._· This program was prepared by a member of one of Denver's clubs and 
they show it to schools and other interested-p:roups.The case of minerals on display 
will follow the slide pror-ram theme and we shall attempt to answer any questions 
that you may have, 

, Throuf"h Felda, our Secretary, I have learned that Frank would like a roll call of 
officers at each Board and General Membership Meeting and as of .tonight this policy 

. will be implemented into the order of business immediately following the call to. 
order, It will be added to the duties of the Secretary and he or she will call the 
roll. This procedure is called for under Article 2, Section 1, Parap.:raph 1 and 
Article 2, Section 2, Par~rraph f, 

"Poor Old Frank" just happens to have.the misfortune(?) of happ~ning to bein 
Arizona and S.outhern California rock huntin{' - while it's 5 above zero here tonit~. 
Thanks a heck of a lot Frank, 

We'll plan to have the next meetinf of the Board of Directors at the Bigley house­
hold on the 6th day of March. 

tarry E, Bigley 

~-·-------
FOTES FRON QUARTZSI'I'E, ARIZOFA -

\;/ARM, UOI:DERFUL courTRY 

WHERE ROCKHOUY'DS BY Tt-lE THOUSMJDS 

f'ATHER OF THE 40 ACRES OF BLILLA!ID SET A,Sl:OE 

;fITH FREE_ PARKI1'TG FOR THE HUGE WHJTER POW--i!OW 

Our LGMC Presdfent left on.Sunday, January 26, 
just after our snowy, cold meeting ni~ht, He was 
it his destination on Tuesday where lie found C'eorp-e 
artdGlenna NcGinnis and other friends already 
enjoyinf the sunny, rock-huntinr- weather. 

He plans to participate in the many 
festivities and possibly make the acquaintance of 
lots of vacationinp: rockhounds. He will display 
some of his "IOtJA" Geodes at the show and take a 
number of field trips, as well as doinr a bit of 
prospecting on his own. 

Frank will be 1:ack about March 13th, in time to po to the Greater Kansas City Annual 
Show on the 14th, 15th and 16th of March, where he will see (per their flyer) some 
Classic Mesi can Specimens and Fascina tiiw Minerals from Tsume b, S. W. Africa shown 
by Julius and Miriam Zweirel, as well as the many other fine features prepared b.y 
the'Kansas City Clubs for their 14th Annual Show. 

In the meantime everythin~ has been left to the capaoble hands of First Vice-President 
Larry Birley and the rest of the Board. 
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EDITORIAL ... ~The ~ditori~l thi~ month reflects the thoughts of 
others concerning the importance o:f ,a good Club bulletin . 

. ,.·.· \' i ":,F ,,,··;·_, .. ·, Ycf :,-·· .. , . 
, . Barbara Goss; jAFMS :pu.blicatibris, Chairman, h_as this to say:. '' Back 

in 1967 Mary Wh~e.l·e'.12' wrote, "A goo:d· bqlletin covering all act'ivities 
and interests of~ _our nrembers will be ·sharing ?X-perience wih bther hob­
byists, and act as a liaison between the local club and the.Federation 
giving each more un,del;:'standing of aims and purposes. By c,o.veril'lg all 
the yint'ef€i'sts ·of_bur'_''members our- bulletin will p1ay the vltal r.ole of 
clo·sely knitting 9i.if Jn~mbership as. friends arid hobbyists .. ,. We will be 
·able to have' sustaining contacts with inactive members drawing them 
back into thefold, an~ give the new members a feeling of being wanted 
and needed. In exchanging bulletins.with our sister clubs, we will 
become: more aware of our mutual obj'ectives under the guidelines of our 
Federations. · It will become a''public relations instrument interpreting 
our aims and phi-losophy. · 

Paul Good. MWF.··Bulletin Edifors' Chairman, says in his "from the 
editor's° desl(" in the Bulletin Edi tors' News"; "Recently I have noticed 
a lot of "talk" in the, club bu],,Jetins · ab:Jut cutting ~he cost· of publish­
ing a bulletin .. · I guess --it. is ,aoout time for me to have 11 my say" about 

<that• · ·so: many ,·clubs are saying we Can It afford to .'continue, With the 
bulletin or cut it down. Let's not discontinue or ~ut,down:our bulle­
::ttx1s, , ,-The c·lub bul:1-e·tin is ·11 the string· tha holds the club together" 

···· o"r "the backbone of our club." When we cut· the string or break the 
backbone, we're only.asking for problems." Mr. Good discusses ways to 
cut the expense of printing.a bul-letin. Our bulletin already employs 
the guid~lines he suggests with one exception--that is to print material 
on the back of flyers. He states "Blank pages are. the biggest "waste" 
we have in printing our bulletins." 

June Zei tner, AFJY'S Publications Chairman, says: "Keep the Good 
Word Coming." "It isn't news that postage costs are up. Nor all the 
other costs of running a club--But it is :bad nws when we hear some clubs 
are considering cutting costs by ~tirtailing their bulletin exchange, 
cutting down the size of the bulletin, or eliminating it altogether . 

. ",J • ' 

"Club bulletins have beome the main links· betwe·en clubs and their 
members, between clubs from different"states, and between clubs and 
Federatios. 

1'We might have to cut down on ~o~e of our favorite activities, such 
as field trips, either because of chang~s in'itatus or because of the 
energy crisis. But we can still disseminate education through our 
bulletins, 

·~ show is a true success onl~ when it is advertised so that it 
attracts people who can appreciate it and learn from it. Likewise a 
club that is really successful will let its voice be heard. It will 
share its knowledge, its ideas,.· and talents. And in turn it will profit 
by receiving inspiration of being listened to by ot,hers, of participat­
ing in ventures on a la:s,g~r scale. A club with a good bulletin spreads 
its influence across the nation, and thus, becomes a richer club." 

~ - - ,, ' ·,. - - - - - - - - :_ ,_ - - - - - - - -
A trophy is given by the AFMS for the best special publication. It can 
be a manual, a field ~uide~ ·~istory or.bookle~. Such publications should 
be sent to Barbara Goss, AFMS Publications Chairman, Route 6, Box ,320, 
Sonora, CA 95370. The publicati@ should have been published subse­
quent to Jan. 1, 1974. The deadline for mailing is March 31, 1975. 
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B04.RD MINUTES--- -
The Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club Board meeting ,;as held January 2, 1975 at St"!te 

Federal in Havelock. 
President, Frank Rule C8lled the meeting to order, with board members ~Toward 

Taylor, Frank Rule, George ;v(cGinnis, Irl Everett, Glen Ulrich, ,John Earrison, Jr., 
Nelda Oliver, Don Carter and Larry Bigley. 

Committee members: Ral,;h Ulrich, Evelyn Ulrich, Marita Bigley, Glen Litzenberg, 
and past committoomember Norma 1-.Tiller. 

Minutes of the December mr-ieting were read P.nd aDnroved as read. 
Treasurers reDort given by John Harrison, Jr., ant ap0-::roved as read. 
Bills 1vere read by the treasurer. Motion by H0':-:arcl Taylor to nay bills as read, 

seconded by George McGinnis. Motion carried. Included was bill for $654.05 for sales 
tax from ~ate entry fee for the 1974 show. 

Art Howlett, Margaret Sirmnons and Ewald Paul wlll be the auditing comm.it tee. 
Should receive books aporox. Jarrruary 10, 1975. 

After discussion, motion by Nelda Oliver to ·,av fee of Ron Eberhiem, who is help­
ing the treasurer cl0se the books, seconded by Irl Everett. Fee anprox. $35.00 to 
$50.00. 

Ral0h Ulrich stated the aonlication for all A.c'11.eric~n Award form was im need of 
pictures of t-he Braile table and ,iny informatio:n. and ,,ictures members mi~ht have. 
These will be returned. 

A discussion on mailing nostcards to members of nevr meeting: h'.lll. Moved by Larry 
Bigley we mail l)Ostcards to members stating new mee-:-,: n_q 'Jl.ace of J a11.u2r;v 25, 1975' 
meeting, and m<Ji1 enough to use balk m,~ilinc per:nit, 9 seconder:] b,r John Harrison, Jr,. 

Mail keys along with a letter to 1Vlr. Price stc,t~_ng the club ror.:JJ1 is too small 
for our rnembershin and th:::inkin" him for use ;->!: i;he ·w. o. W. I-foll. 'J;o be taken csre of 
by the secreta:cy. 

Presid2nt, Frank Rule 1-tllJ ;.10 ~ b8 1,c e for Ii'eb:i:''.:3:7 & March bc.,ard meeting. Larry 
Bigley vrill pr2side as President, Ho1rr,-,.:.'d Ta:vlcr tc ::_d_nr1 up feasibility of raising 
of the dues. 

President read his commi tte2 anocint1~e:1ts. i'lV'iCC:. by How:=i:cd '1\qlo:c to acceTJt the 
aDPointrcents, seconded by ,John Earrison, Jr.. i\'Iotion ca:~"i'iul. 

No reprort on 1975 show. 
President read announcement3. Flme:c· Priege would like the lat':)st co-:iy of history 

of the club. Tfas historv only from. 19St:; th_ru i_969. r1.lso would lil:e October., :November 
and December bulletins. 

President, Frank Rule renorted a whole ca;::? of r,1aterial from Hississi,)pi was left 
at the show. Roger Pabian has material. Evelyn Ulrich to check -,;ith .tioger- and then 
corres,.,ond "hri t11 Jl.fississir-y,i. 

Vo written contract on the meetin? room a~~ t~c:i :':airgro,rncl.s; F'a:Lrbo.<1.rd will bill 
at the end of each month on the verbal contract, f{oom is lower lsvel or dinning hAll 
of adminstriation building. Fr.gnk will get a key for Li:1coln Gem & Mineral Club. use. 

Ralnh Ulrich nc1ssed out information on Lm12; B.a:10:2 Planning Corr.mi ttee, with what 
they think would be good use of club funds. 

After re.,;idi:-ig and d:lscussion a motion bv Irl Ev0:'2tt this 1Jo-9.rd accent items 2,3 
and 4 i:dth recon1mendation to membershin at l:n·p;E., i'h::,:.::s will be ,,ublished in P [;;; s. 

Motion to adiourn John Harriosn, Jr. 
r,:elda Oliver, Secretary 

Special Board meeting ca Ued bv the President, Frnnk Rule on Sunday January 19, 1975 
1975. Board discussed nostage of the bulletins, Coninunity Arts Council should never 
h:ive let anyone use their mailing permit. Our cl1;_b cle,os not qualify for educDtional 
because we do not teach classes, so our blak mailing TJermit would cost 6.1 per item. 
After discussion a motion by Howard TByl.or to mal:e aoplicatL on for a balk mailing 
nermit, our rate to be 6.1¢ each, seconded by GJen U11:ich. Motion carried, 
Secretary instructed not to mail postcards to members on new meeting hall. 

N el d'.1 Oliver, Secretary 
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WE ARE GETTING THE ,SHOW ON r::'HE RO.AD, • ~ The 17th Annual Gem and Mineral 
Show will be held on Saturday 2nd Sund;_y, i\'Ia;,r 10th and 11th in the new 
Agricultural Hall at the State Fai:;:- Grounds :it 17th and Court Streets, 
The building is larger than the Exposition Building where we have pre­
viously held our Shows. The main floor ~s cooled by two large fans, 
and two large rooms upstairs are aii:·-condi tioned. 

Most of the chairpersons for the Show have baen appointed, Some are 
new at their job, while others are ?eter~~s of many Shows. 

Floor Manager for the Show will be Jim f'I?r' urger, He will need 
tb'know what space you will need for your aisplay. 

Howard Taylor is in charge of o btain5_ng De2.lerR fer the Show. 
He thinks we can handle 10 Retail and 2 '.'lholesale Dealers. His 
experience with our Shews, and his willi_21gnr;ss to share those 
exp~riences, and to give us helpful advice has been a great help, 

Mrs. Lois Terry is in charge of P1J_b1:i_ci-i~y. Letters have been 
mailed to Gemac Corporation in J.Vk::rrto:::e, CA, Tho L2.pidary Journal 
~n San Diego, CA, and 1}he ~?c~i:ho~_:'.:":. I\fe,\,?a_~ ~.ne in C?:tTr.oe ! TX, ~eQ_uest­
ing that our 197 5 Gem c.:~d )'l:1.1;,,3,'.'a_;_ ,Show ; :: 2.dve~:,ti:3ed in tteir 
publications. · 500 :F'l;y :1rve :.~::,er. }L~r1t(,cl; 2 copies have been 
Sr_::r.t to each NACESCT c:' .,b, I"rar,i·. 11u~1

::; •
1;00:.;. m2.:1J copies to dis tr i-

bute on his trip to Ar~zon~. 

Pat Lawson is. o0r Snsci c,_l .F';2turc _, cl1ai1 :1e:.'sorL She is exper­
ienced in that field, h~;_v:,_ng _i'1eL,. -;;hc.t Jt) b in l 9? J, 

Glen Ulrich wi.11 be in chc:rge )f ·~he :'lo'. ::ir~; S"n:· 
his four th year sen·in,.; in tr j_s l ~pc·-:: ii J. 

'.:::-1:is 'rill be 

G . 111 G • • ' • th . ,, J - . 11 b . h f eorge kc ,innis, a v·:;~,:·::ran in j_:: - __ e .o.; -,~i e in c arge o 
the Swap. 

Ralph Ulrich will be .i:n char:go of Ccinpeti tion. 

Luella Paul has been app6i::1ted to lc,Jk r,.ftsr Orien Display. Open 
Displays are those not Bnclosad ir ~ case, but related to the 
hobby. 

The Recognition and Courtesy · ·om:::iit·~,c,e :.,iL. be chaired by 
Joella Olson. 

Larry Bigley, in charge of tho Ro.::k Pile, v-rill need as many good 
rocks as you can bring him, 

Program chairperson is Florence liJr:;_ng, who wi11 give us good 
representation in that field. 

Lynn Wells will be in charge of the Black Light Project. 

Farel Hyland will be in charge o:~ the Registration and Informa­
tion Desks. 

Phyllis Parks will do most of the p·:,inting. 

Gladys Jeurink is in charge of tickc~ s2les. 

Tom Simmons has been appoi:r;.ted to ·cc.:-<:.:e c2.re of Security. 

Be prepared to say "Yes" whon c2.llod upc,n to serve on c"- committee. 

~-continued next page 
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1975 Show, continued--
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We do not plan on having an Awards Banquet or Breakfast this year. We 
do plan on having a social hour with the workers, members, and Dealr;-:s 
after 9:00 closing Saturday night. This will be held in the program 
room upstairs. The awards will be presented in this same room on Sun­
day at 2:00 p.m. 

There will be an advance ticket sale. Adult tickets will be priced at 
$2.00. A free ticket will be attached to the $~.oo ticket. Children 
under 12, accompanied by an adult, will be admitted free of charge. ·· 
Children 12-16 will be charged $1,00 for admission. Gate admission 
will be $1,75, so plan ahead for the number of advance tickets you will 
vmnt to buy, and save. Our policy will be you WORK, DISPLAY, or PAY. 
So there again, plan how you intend to help. We will have papers for 
you to fill out, so be thinking in what field you wish to participate. 

Glen and I are new at this job and will appre~iate any constructive 
criticism or suggestions you may give us. Feel free to call us any 
time. Our house is small, and so our committee meetings will be small 
but many. Two committee meetings have been held and more are planned. 
Much has been accomplished at the meetings, We have learned a lot and 
have enjoyed it. Members have been so willing to help. 

1 .. 
2. 
3, 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7 . 
8. 

9, 

10. 

11. 

12. 
lJ. 

14. 
15. 

--Show Chairperson and Spouse 
Glen and Flossie Litzenberg 

GOING TO EXHIBIT? BETTER TAKE ALONG A "TACK BOX." 
Those extra light bulbs. 
An extension cord and 2-way plug for each case. 
One roll each of single and double-faced scotch tape. (Contrary 
labels can be secured in place with the double-fac d tape, and it 
can also be used on the end of pencil or brush handle to retrieve 
those specks of dirt that otherwise evade you. Single-faced tape 
will have many uses also, you will find.) 
Pins, common and/or T-pins for propping specimens, 12.pidary or 
jewelry pieces invisibly. 
Thumb tacks, particularly if covered boards are used as case liners. 
Just be sure they cannot be seen after the case is closed. 
A soft brush (or masking tape) for cleaning dust or extraneous 
material from the case after setting up. 
Scissors - these speak for themselves. 
A screwdriver and small hammer. The latter to encourage those 
thumbtacks that never want to stay; and the former just on general 
principles. 
White cotton gloves for showing lapidary and jewelry, not finger­
prints. 
Those exhibiting jewelry, in addition to white glO\ .:s, include some 
silicone paper (eyeglass cleaners) or rouge cloth for that extra 
touchup. . 
Small pieces of styrofoam (a knife or saw to cut it) prove helpful 
for extra propping of your material, but don't let them be shown 
in your case, . 
A roll of paper towels, preferably lint-free, for the case glass. 
A bottle or spray can of glass cleaner, and be sure to clean the 
inside of that glass, too. 
If you're a pessimist, include extra labels and a specimen or two. 
An apron with large pockets is a back-saver. 

--Marge Mills - via AFJVIS Newsletter 
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NELDA1 S l'TEWS 

Our President, Frank Rule left for Q u1rtzsite, Arizona on 
Janu3ry 26, 1975. Fr::ink will be gone till the rniddle of 
March. Hanpy hunting and we wish you lo ts of sunshine. 

Nancy, daughter of Irland Lois Everett was back over the 
holiday's. She is tcikin~ long r!'lnge weather observinf', 

Tom Simmons talked to 22 f,9,rin ladies at Elmwood Rbout 
rocks ·and how to identify rocks, they brought i~. He said 

he begged off after·l 3/4 hours. · 

Editor, Evelyn Ulrich received a letter from Glenna McGinnis from Qmrtzsite, Ariz. 
Frank Rule arrived and the Luthi's are there also. They will be going to Alnine,, 
Arizow'l for a I Rock 'Rally' • They helped in so ire and set this up last winter while 
in Arizona. Glenna says the weather is be;:iutiful and Mac is selling and trading 

· iin the show area. They nbn to return for th.eir March 18, 1975 flight to Hawaii 
to visit the:lr d~ughter. · 

Junior .. members D'Jvid and M2ry Green hgve been busy winning ribbons and medals in 
swimming meets. The htest being the 11Fremont Winter Onen" swim meet ih-.which · 
Mary won two medals in the gi:rls 11-12 age groun · and D~vid won four in the boys 
.8 !Jna,.:q.nder Age _groun. They '1re on the Lincoln Downtown YMCA Swim Team. 
,Bob, )J~ldA and Sim Oliver went 'Winter Camping at a 11Snowbunnyn Campout in Topeka 
Kansas January 31, Feburary 1 & 2. Had lots of fun and lots bf good food. ·· · 

Tom Simmons and Nelda Oliver 11ttended a meeting of the Nebrasb. Recreation League, 
.of which our club is a member and Dr. Paulson is the President •. We will phn on 
,a short renort at the February 25, 1975 meeti:r,i._g. ;L'om .Simmons ,is Otlr delegate,. 
for voting. This concerns eYeryone, but the campers should keep track of these 
meetings • 

How about members calling me with th:e1r news or trips, Phone 489-5222, I 111 be glad 
to.reuort for you. It is eaiser for you to cont;:ict me than me calling all members. 

- - - -- - - - -. - c~ ~ - - - -
THE SCHOIARSHIP FUND 

Last month, at our ~eneral meetinF, we collected 
a free ~dll offerinf for the Scholarship Fund. 

Please be thinkin@' of other means of fund.raisiri? 
you would like to have our club pursue to earn money. 

We need to make our decision soon to insure our 
quota. 

Remember to brinr stamps too. How about at least 
twn stamps from each member for the February meetinp? 
I,arger amounts happily recieved. 

Sincerely, 

Myrtle Younf 
Scholarship Chairman 
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Submitted by Earl Messelhiser .. , ,The following letter was received 
by a creditor from his debtor explaining why he was finding it difficult 
to pay his bills: 

"Dear Sir: 
In reply to your request.for moriey, I wish to inform you that 

the present condition of my_ bank account makes it almost impossible 
to pay you. My shattered .financfal coridition is due to federal laws, 
state laws, mothers-in._laws, sisters-in-laws and outlaws. · 

Through these laws I am compelled to pay a business tax, amusement 
tax, head tax, school tax, gas tax, and excise tax. Even my brain is 
taxed.· I am required to get a business license, car license, truck_ 
licel)se; liquor license, and a dog license .. 

I am, also required to contribute.to every society and organization 
which the genius of man is capable of bringing to life; to woman's 
relief, the unemployment reli~f, and gold digger's relief. Also to 
every hospital and charitable institution in the city, including the 
black' cross, the pink cross, and the dol/.ble;cross. 

For my own safety I am required to carry life insurance, property 
insurance·, lia.bili ty insurance, burgl:"tr insurance, tornado insurance, 
earthquake insurance, unemployment insurance, and old age insurance. 

My household is so governed that it is no easy matter for me to 
find out who runs it. I am inspected, expected, suspected, disre­
spected, rejected, dejected, examined, re-ex~mined, informed, required, 
summoned, fined, commanded and compelled until I provide an inexhaust­
ible supply of money for every known need, d~sire, or hope of the 
human race. · 

Simply because I refuse to donate to something or other, I am boy­
cotted, talked about, lied about, heid up or held down, and robbed 
until I'm almost ruined. I can tell you honestly that except for a 
miracle that just happened, I could not enclose the money. The wolf 
that comes to many doors nowadays just had pups in my kitchen. I sold 
the pups and here is the money. 

Yours truly, 
Dan" 

~ - - ~ ~- - - - - - - - - -~ ~ 

ROCK TALK, the Bulletin of the Water"loo, Iowa, Club, has a summary 
of their October program. Portions of tDe report by their secretary, 
Lois Fleming, follow: 

"Mr. Raymond Sincebaugh showed pictures of the "monster dig" that 
Lincoln, NE club "enjoyed" in the fall of 1963. "Enjoyed" is not just 
the right word, for the workers, in order to keep warm, built a plastic 
tent over the site and warmed themselves by bonfires underneath. The 
seepage springs froze, and the shale often had to be chopped away with 
ice picks. But they "enjoyed" working together, and they "enjoyed" the 
good publicity." 

She gives a description of the Plesiosaurus, tells how it happened 
to be discovered, the casting of the bones, and the lab work at the 
University. She ends her report, thus: "This was a good example of a 
club working together on a volunteer, non-profit, educational project. 
Everyone benefitted," 
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Special to the Pick & Shovel - Submitted by Marie J. Carveth 

The Mohave County Gems toners, the Kingman, Arizona, Club, used , 
some of their "money'' to purchase lapidary machinery for the local high 
school, reserving th~ right to use the equipment. 

On a Club trip on a hot summer day, one of the members passed out 
from the heat. They were able to revive him. Now they have invested 
in a resuscitator which'they take on field trips. It cost just $225,00. 
They all feel better, knowing it is along on their field trips, in addi­
tion to their regular first aid kit. 

This information from Dorothy and John Wright, charter members of 
the Gemstoners. 

Since Valentine's Day comes in February, the following poem seems quite 
appropriate for this issue of the Pick &Shovel. 

THE ROCKHOUND PROPOSES 
by Egger Saissuc 

My precious girl, my flawless Pearl, 
The Jewel of my life, 
With Specific Gravity I ask, 
"Will you become my wife?II 
The Golden Topaz of your hair, 
Your cute Conchoidal curves, 
I know are more than any poor 
Lapidary deserves. 
Your Rose Quartz cheek, your ruby lips, 
The Sapphire of your eye, 
Would melt a heart of Agate made, 
So Twinning let us try. 
To me your every Facet, dear, 
Is Polished, Faultle~s, ~rue. 
I hope your heart on Moh is low, ~Q 
For I love none but you. ' 

--The Vaca Valley Geode, via The Geode ~ 

Did you read the article "Dig One to Find One" in a late edition of 
the Lincoln Journal? This item is from Port Alberni, B.C. (UPI). It 
tells about a boulder-lined trench which archaeological workers have 
unearthed in an Indian village at Shoemaker Bay near Port Alberni. 
It is believed to have been dug by Indian inhabitants 600 B.C. Scien­
tists have excavated inore'thanJ,200 artifacts from this 13 meter 
trench. 

Diamonds are chunks of coal that stuck to their jobs, 
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RARE STONE KNIFE CAPS BISON SITE DISCOVERIES 

The discovery of a rire Cody knife just prior to closing the 
excavation operations late last week highlighted the summer 2 the 
1-J.udson-Meng Kill Site northwest of Crawford this summer. A Cody 
};:nife is a distinctive form of· cutting implement with a trianguiar 
b12.de and a transverse or oblique cutting edge plus· a shoulder 2.nd 
c stem £or handling. ·· 

The excavation director, Dr. Larry Agenbroad, said the Cody 
knife that his team found is the oldest of its kind ever fou.nd since 
the Hudson--Nieng site predates any others from which they have been 
talccm by many centuries, Carbon 14 dating on bones taken from the 
site has determined that the bison were slaughtered abot1t 9, J80 
yc::c:x 13 c1go. The unique tool was first discovered at the Homer Site 

· near CoC:y, Vlyo. , which dates. back about 6,920 years,· Dr. Agonbroad 
s~ij, · · · 

Dr . .Agent::·oad, who +s,· .professor of earth science at Chadron 
State College, called the.discovery "Pretty exciting. It o:i:ens the 
dooz- to 2. lot of unanswered questions." 

Previously, the Cody knife. had never been_ found intermingled 
·.vi th tho Alberta point, which is the dominant style· of the projectile 
points f'our.:.c.~ at the Hudson~Ivfeng site. The Alberta point is one of 
the oldest points found i~1 North America. 

~!\,c; knife 1 which is. 11oar2.y three inches long but is pr-obably 
less t~an 2 third of its driginal size, a6cording:to Dr. Agenbrond, 
1 -23 o~e o[ four butcheri~g tools found during the- six weeks of exca­
vat:ton, A1so uncovereq., were tvva abrade:cs ( tool sharpeners,) 2. pro­
ject:~lG point and nes.riy 1,000 flakes, 2.long,wi th the bones frJrr. 
bot~0en 80 to 100 bison. 

' 

Bones from approximately JOO bison have now been :found at the 
'.3J.-i:e during the four years of work:,; Dr. - J'..genbroad es-cL:a.te:-~ ~c~1at 
~!1!.~ is 0nJy half of the bbhe bod that was originilly at the site. 

The bones, after being mapped, photographed, and-measured, were 
1c:f't intact this year-_f;or thq first time. 

Parti.ally because of the discovery of the Cody knife, Dr. 
!i.gcPbro2.d hopes to probe tho site again next summer. So far rela­
t:.vo~;:,r £cw skµlls have ,been found and all of them have be~n cut, or 
s,P~' sr:ed·,open. ·· .. ,-_L>.1. 

~· : . . 
.-

Thro ugh ~so of a drill, the researchers believe they have 
determined where the bison plunged to their death after b._ i·-:.g 
?1er6ed over the hill from the west. This drop-off also bears look­
ing into, Dr. Agenbroad feels. 

Between 800 and 1,000 persons, including six early-man experts, 
srisited the site this summer while the work was underway. 

-~via Sugar'Loaf Rumblings, Sept. 1974 
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WINTER SAFETY FOE THE ROCKHOUND 

Now that colder weather has driven most rockhounds 
indoors for a continuation of~~he hobby, a few words about 
safety precautions might be. in order. . While mos_t safety rules ave .been 
written and re-emphasized again and again, it's_ ·nev~r enough because 
most of us forget'. easily. Here are a few remind·ers: . . · . 

When cleaning specimens, never·add oxalic acid--or any acid--to ·any 
kind of household bleach. Such mix ures will produce poisonous chlo-
iir·:: gas . which is deadly. . . . . 

If you use oxalic acid crystals in your polish wear rubber {loves 
to avoid contact with the skin. Also avoid inhaling any fumes as they 
are toxic. 

To avoid slipping or falling, keep .. your floor free. of :spilled · 
cutting oil or broken rock fragments. · . 

When-grinding or chipping rocks, always protect your eyes with 
safety glasses. . . . 

·. Do not wear loose fitting shirts, l,ong .,ties, gloves or dangling 
apron strings when working :around your machinery. 

Do not run your grinding wheels fa.s::ter than the. maximum speed 
recommend.ed by the manufactu,rer. . , . . 

To avoid water logge_d and out-of-N:tlance or .bumpy wheels, let them 
run a whilewithorut·water after you fini_sH grinding. 

:. If dry· sand.i:ng, 1always wear a dus_t ma.pk or use a suction blower or 
a vent'ilating system.·•· Dust' can cause.'tsilicosis and it is incurable. 

Be careful: if using an alcohOl lamp for dopping. They are fire 
hazards. · 

~ ,Have a well stocked first aid kit on hand at all times--And use it 
when necessary. 

(Via Conglome~ate Jan. 74) 

SAFETY TIPS FOR WINTER -- Driving as if you were late for a dental 
appointment is a good safe-speed. When traveling in~winter, include 
some hard candies in your survival kit. The sugar may help keep you 
alive until help arrives in an emergency. Take along sleeping bags or 
extra blankets, in case you are forced to stop·along the road (due to 
shortage of gasoline) until another car comes c:1,Iong. Only in extreme 
cases should you leave your car. Help will arrive faster than you can 
walk for it. 
Open your garage door befor,e you start your car even on the coldest 
morning::{~ Carbon monoxide P,oisoning builds up in the bloodstream. 
Don';t give it a chance. Better a dead engine than a dead driver. 
Winter Fashions for the Lapidarist: To be fashionable safetywise, 
never get "caught" wearing around your shop--

rolled up sleeves a long tie 
fuzzy sweater .or loose apron strings 
loose fitting, floppy sr .. ;:rt .:,:,ant legs th:-'.t are too long 
pocket flaps gloves around moving~parts 
6uffs·on pants bracelets, watch chaihs, rings, 
shoes with wornout soles other jewelry that might catch 

--From Rockbound News 
via The Glacial Drifter 
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TIPS FOR THE WORKSHOP 

How many times have you cut slabs from choice agates or other 
kinds of rocks having odd pieces left over f'rom the.first cuts, or 
round pieces that are hard to grip in the .vise? Many times the piece 
is valuable and every last possible slab must be obtained to get out 
the value and reduce to a minimum the waste in rough. 

After slabs are removed in the first.sawing, take the end part bf. 
the rock, clean it with detergent and cover with water in a bucket, 
bring to a low boil on the stove. This will prevent overheating and 
cracking the material. Prepare the "dop"--a piece of 2x2 as necessary 
with a length of one or two inches. Apply a coating on one surface of-' 
dopping cement, using your alcohol lamp, and warm to flow stage. When 
the piece of rough is well heated, · pour off the water and handle with· · 
gloved hands. It will dry instantly and is ready to apply to the wood 
"dop,u Again heat_the wax so it is flowing, apply to the rock, with · 
its smooth cut side.to the "dop" with pressure so a bond will be 
obtained. To make sure the piece doesn't slide in the warm wax, stand 
it upright and allow to cool. The piece.is ready to put iri the vise, 
with vise gripping the wooden "dop." Line it up to the saw and the 
piece of rough is now available.as a slab. After cutting the last slab, 
wash the "dop" in detergent, wwm carefully over alcohol lamp and slide 
off the slab, remove excess wax and clean slab with alcohol. Small 
agates or pieces may be rigged up in the same method on to small pieces 
of boards, to be cut by trim saws. 

Taken from "Gem Cutting Shop Helps"--the best selected 
from 17 years of Lapidary Journal, 

--via The Black Hills Prospector 

HIDE THAT CRACK The secret of the art of he2.lirig fractures in a cab 
with epoxy is to shape your stone and semi-polish it. To get rid of· 
that nasty crack, heat the stone to 200 degrees in an oven. Mix the 
epoxy and apply it to one edge of the crack. Gradually apply.the resin, 
working gradually from one end· of the crack to the other. This is very 
important. You will notice that the epoxy becomes ve-r;y liquid when it 
touches the hot stone, and it flows right into the crack. By applying 
the epoxy at one end and working towards the outside edge of the cab, 
the air in the fracture is driven out and the epoxy replaces it, Then 
put the stone back in the oven and let it remain there for another 20 
minutes, By this time the epoxy will harden. Scrape off the surplus 
and proceed with your final polish. If you do this right, the fracture 
will be very difficult to detect. From The Puget Sounder, via 
The Template, Feb. 1974. 

HINT -- When you're using your jeweler's saw, run it thru a little 
beeswax before you begin to saw. Then remember to clean it off well 
before trying to solder. Beeswax can sometimes be found in the sewing 
department in a little plastic case. --via "Serendipity Gems" 

To remove epoxy cement - use fingernail polish remover. Wash the stone 
with soap and water before using cement on the same surface again. 

--From Gems and Minerals, Feb. 1962, via Rock Box 
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Here is a poem.w.x:.-itten,py Joel Ke~hn, age 10, vin Mineralscoop & Niagra 
Ledger. L found it· in tht3 Rockwood Rqckb.01..J.nd News. · I think it is an 
excellent poem which I wish to share witii' you. Why don't some of you 
try your hand-flt writing a PQym;f,'or,.ou;r-,Junior page? 

·· " · · ·· · · -::-Mrs. Ulrich 

Maybe Me 
Is. 'there a solution . . . 
To the probJ.em of polution? 

I don't know. 
Will someone have a notion 

,,,,,: · That wi11 purify the ocean? 
I hope so. · 

Is there anyone to care 
,About ,cleaning up the air? 

· We shall ~se . 
. ,.._· '. 

Who will make our city 
Into something pretty? 

Maybe: me? : · 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -. ·»· !. ") ·r, 
' ~) 

Here are some.:tJ11rngs . .for,you,_;t;p.p½_zzleout. Don't pe.ek at.the answers, 
One color' by day, ariother··'by 'hight. 
A fine one is a col_lector' s delight. 
Th.e mo'~f \{~mmon mineral·; , yet wi, th ,beauty galore 
Most lapiGt,9:rie~;:'.qf .. this ,have quite a store. 
From the land of the Inca comes this lovely stone, 

_But the price of a clear one is cause for a groan. 
'.: . ,,., f-.,-, ;. < . ':\ , 

Aluminum fluosilicate is the chemical name 
When it's heated, the color just isn't the same. 
From Africla'. conies a fine stone so green. 
A high-priced o·ne at our Rockrama was seen. 

-:-via Northeast Iowa Rock Club News 

This thing about pollution .hain't new. My Uncle Clem never lived a 
Saturday ni,ght that he wasn't polluted. He sure would have made a good 
rockhound.,.-when he .. wasn't stoned, he was petrified. 

t · --via Rocklore 
- ···-~ ....;, - - - - -

What is the difference between a nodule and a geode? ... A nodule 
has 100% fewer cavities. --Gem News, North Las Vegas 

.rci,;;;: - - - _ 

GIVE A HOOTl 
8'-t "(:'t{O'B"('BI,{ • q 

z-edo.r, •17 

r:- r::.-,_r_;.• 

DON'T POLLUTE! 
z+.::ren't) •z 

e+ 1.:rpu-exe,:v • i 



Ask yourself ":!hat would I have missed 1:f I had not joined a 
club Nhen I became interested in rockhouhdine?" Some anst-rers: 

1. I uou.ld not have had the opportunity to meet the felloi·r 
members I not-r consider amon,,- my best friends, 

2. I woulcl not have had the opr,ortunity to display the fruits of 
my lapiclary :prowess,which is an incentive to do my best. 

3. I r-roulc1. not have my present knowledre of collectinr areas. 

4. I nould not .have the confidence to hunt ,_n some of the 
exea,s I no,,r enjoy, for fea,r of borf1.nr down in the desert, 
miles f~om nouhere. 

5. I !·rou.lc't have missed a sprinr, l:arheque, summer pot-lucks, 
fa,11 SVia.ps, Christmas !)a.rties e.,nd the annual l:anquet 
ea.ch year. 

6, I noulcl. have missed the opportunity.offered by acceptinf' 
a chairmanship or office e.nd workinc closely uith my 
friends on i·rorthwhile projects. 

7, I Houlcl have missed the interestinf J)rorrams our club · .. ff'.'.,· 
presents, 1~1ich expand the understand.inf of our hobby. 

: ·, 

8. I Houlcl hot have ha.cl the opportunity to participate in 
prorxams rl.esirned to help save many of the present collectinr, 
areas for my enjoyment as well as ftlture ·rockhounds' 
enjoyment. 

Dues, expenses, a.ml.. hours of Hork connected Hi th a Club really are 
worth1-!hile. 

-Adapted fro.m "The Pinera! Scoop •. AF!:S ret1Sletter via. CEIPS 8~ BITS 

via. April 1973 IJ:CI-'!C.Ar rF.:E ·liEi!S 

HARVEST A Moo1,r by Bud Freebury - from SEEKER via Cedar Palley Gems 2/70 

To pick up moonstones in the rough the hobbyist new at the game may not be 
able to fom caaos that will brin~ out the moon in the stone-- but if they 

. will check the stone under a shaded light with an unfrosted bulb, and 
keep turn:i.n{l. the stone until you find the brir-ht flashes you can find it 
reward.inf. Mark around your rock and then saw through the line and you 
can get two cabs from one rock, Then dop your rock on the sawed sides 
and shape and you will have the moon you were looking for. 

Experience is what causes a rockhound who has made the same mistake twice 
decide to bust up the th~rd mistake and put it in his tumbler. 

from Kalamazoo "GEMS" via ROCK TAIJC via Cedar Valley Gems 
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Scholarship Foundation, Inc. 
SCHOLARSHIP PRESIDENT'S 

ANNUAL REPORT 

For the year Nov. l, 1973 to Oct. 31, 1974 

The Foundation's Fund has shown an excellent increase dur­
ing the past year. Tota I assets Nov. l, 1973, were $ 159,469.00 
which you can compare with the attached Treasurer's Report. 
Although the expense for Plaques has increased sharply, this is 
due not only to inflation, but also to the fact more and more of 
our Clubs are reaching new heights in support of the Fund. Sev­
eral have attained 1500%, 2000% and 2500% this year and one, 
the Glendale Lapidary and Gem Society of California, has 
reached 2700%. In anticipation of continued support by our 
wonderfu I members, we are now prepared to issue Plaques, 
Certificates and Seals to 4000%. 

We were very sorry to receive word from General Mills that 
they are forced to term i note the Betty Crocker Coupon Program 
which will end Dec. 31, 1974. Begun more than ten years ago 
by Bernice Rex in in the Midwest Federation, the program spread 
rapidly to all sections of the AFMS. It not only brought in more 
than $ l 9,940.00 for the Fund, but added greatly to increasing 
participation by our members. 

In the Midwest Federation the two students who are now rec­
eiving grants to help with their education are Wayne, R. Goodman, 
Ph.D., University of Cincinnati, and Miss Lynn Goldstein at North­
western University. 

ALL AMERICAN CLUB AWARD BLANK 

A copy of the ALL AMERICAN MERIT AWARD 
blank which your club is to fill out and mail in 
by the last of March is being enclosed with copies 
of this newsletter going to each club. This is 
your chance to tell us how wonderful your club 
is. Tell us all about yourselves. All pictures, 
clippings, etc. will be returned if you wish. 
(Include postage, please!) Last year the Midwest 
had more entries than any other Federation. Help 
the Midwest, and help the image of your club by 
entering! We want to know about you! Mai I to 
Mrs. June Zeitner, Mission, South Dakota 57555. 

WHEN YOU 
DRIVE 

PRESENTS CHECK FOR $3,500 

Ralph U I rich (left), President of the Lineal n Gem and Min­
eral Club, Lincoln, Neb., presents a check in the amount of 
$3500 to Midwest Federation President Terry Huizing at the fall 
Executive Comm it tee meeting at Hammond, Ind. on Saturday, 
Nov. 2. Check represents first payment of the Midwest's share 
of the profits of the National Gem and Mineral Show held in 
Lincoln, Neb. last June 13-16. 

From the Nation's Capitol ... 

The Wt1shln9to11 Scene By Kenneth Zahn 

The intense, unrelenting force of inflation is having drama­
tic effects on budget cuts for lower priority projects which in­
clude funds for recreation and management of the pub I ic lands. 
The Bureau of Land Management will have a tough time trying 
to enforce some of the provisions of its regulations. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Ronald H. Walker, Director of the National Park Service, 
said that "probably in response to energy shortage and econ­
omic restraint," people are (a) visiting fewer parks and staying 
longer, (b) increasing visits to historical areas, (c) increasing 
visits to nearby parks, and (d) reducing only slightly total use 
of parks and recreation areas. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

A prominent Congressman stated that "opinions expressed in 
public hearings have little effect on changing proposals. We 
wouldn't necessarily let the few who attend sway our conclu­
sions. Our biggest influence comes from analyzing heavy letter 
concentrations, especially if they are wel I written and con­
structive." A word to the wise or need I say more. 



A LETTER FROM A SCHOLARSHIP WINNER 

Dear Mr. Courter: 

The purpose of this letter is to inform you of receipt of my 
scholarship grant on l November 1974. I would herein like to 
again express my sincerest thanks to the American Federation 
of Mineralogical Societies for institution of this program. I 
am particularly honored to be the first award recipient from 
the University of Cincinnati. As such, I would also add the 
hope that many of my colleagues benefit from the program in 
future years. The A.F.M.S. is certainly to be commended 
for the civic interest shown by the institution of such a 
foundation. 

It would be unfair of me to fail to give credit to another 
group of people who have made receipt of this honor possible 
for me, the faculty of the Department of Geology at the Uni­
versity of Cincinnati. Particular kudos are due Professor 
Potter, who, in addition to his contributions to we students 
as a lecturer, and to his discipline as an outstanding researcher, 
has worked with the A.F.M.S. in establishing this award for 
Cincinnati students. But my thanks also go to the remaining 
faculty, who have challenged my intellect while guiding my 
course in geology. I would not have received such an honor 
without their aid. 

Since I was unable to convene with you in Lincoln last 
June and talk about my own pursuits in geology, I thought 
you might be interested in a brief account of my study. I am 
currently culminating work on my M.S. dissertation, which 
is a study of the microfauna, in particular the conodonts, of 
a Lower Mississippian sequence of rocks in Kentucky. I am 
additionally a candidate for a Ph. D. at Cincinnati; while my 
dissertation plans are _not yet concrete, I will likely be study­
ing lebensspuren from the same Mississippian sequence. My 
coursework is centered on invertebrate paleobiology, with 
ancillary backgrounds in stratigraphy-sedimentation and 
biology. 

The grant awarded me by the A.F .M.S. will directly con­
tribute to my academic goo Is. My present plans are to use it 
to defray costs of studying marine ecology this summer at the 
Duke University Marine Station in Beaufort, N.C. This pro­
gram, which has been participated in by Cincinnati paleo­
biology students for several years, adds immeasurably to re­
cognition of fossil assemblages as representative of parts of 
once-living communities. The generosity of your organization 
will allow me to realize such a learning experience next June. 

Upon closing, allow me to reiterate my thanks to the Amer­
ican Federation of Mineralogical Societies for this honor. I 
will strive to make your selection a good one. I will conclude 
by expressing the hope that I can personally meet you and 
other foundation members at a future meeting. 

Best wishes for continued success of your fine program. 

Sincerely yours, 
Wayne R. Goodman 

Supply orders 

Federation communication 
By June Zeltner 

It is surprising how little the average club member knows 
about the way his Federation and AFMS are run. Many have 
no idea about the services rendered by the Federations. In 
fact, some say openly they don't know what good the Federa­
tion is, and then vote to drop multiple Newsletter subscriptions. 

The purpose of the Federation Newsletters is to inform the 
members of the clubs, all the clubs and all the members. Var­
ious systems are used by the Regional Federations, but what­
ever system they have, someone in every club, most often two 
in each club, and sometimes more, receives copies of each 
issue of their own region's and the AFMS Newsletter. If the 
club does not know or understand about the Federations the 
trouble might be that these Newsletters are treated like pri­
vate property. It may be the person who gets them reads them 
and files them and the club members do not ever see them. 
Perhaps the officer may be interested in only one item in a 
newsletter and mention it to the members, but neglect to men­
tion all of the other important things in the issue. Items are 
selected far the Newsletters which are of wide interest. Some 
one in every club will enjoy each of these items, if they are 
made available. And as the members as a whole learn a II of 
the workings of the Federation their interest and appreciation 
will grow, and the Federations will be strengthened. 

The clubs are wonderful at coming up with solutions for 
seemingly hopeless problems. So here is a problem for all to 
work on now. Communication. Help our communication 
system work. It is necessary for our survival, and is somewhat 
costly. Is your club helping all it can? 

DENVER SITE OF AFMS CONVENTION 
JUNE 19-21 

The American Federation will hold it's 28th Annual con­
vention in conjunction with the 32nd Annual Rocky Mountain 
Federation show and convention in Denver, Colo. on June 
19-22. Host is the Denver Council of Gem and Mineral Soc­
ieties 

Extensive plans are being made for the show and in com­
ings issues of the Newsletter these plans will be unfolded. 

There is much to see and do in Denver, the Mile High 
City of Colorado. While attending the National Gem and 
Mineral Show for 1975, visitors can take trips to the State 
Mineral Museum and the Museum in Denver's beautiful city 
park. Then a short distance away is Golden with the Museum 
of the College of Mine'.. and Boulder with the State University 
Museum. There are fabulous mining areas in the Rockies as 
well as spectacular scenery, abundant wild life (birds and 
animals, that is) and historic and picturesque settlements. 

Clinton Heckert, Director of Supplies for the MWF, has been shipping all supplies with exception of stationary ... 
letterheads and envelopes. Effective immediately he will also be shipping the letterheads and envelopes. Send all 
your orders for supplies to CI i nton Heckert, 725 Stewart Street, Elgin, 111 . 60120. 
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