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Midwest Federation's NEWSLETTER

Published monthly except July & August as a Service to Member Clubs.
Editor: Haydon Peterson, Route 5 - Box 229, Des Moines, la. 50317 sk =i

Please Note... New Mailing Address

Our new Midwest Federation Secretary is Miss Jean Reynolds who is in charge of keeping

our mailing lists up~to~date. Whenever you move, or when your club changes officers, these
changes should be sent immediately to her so that your Federation mail can reach you without
any delays or costly expense in postage which results when we do not have your correét add-
send these address and officer changes to . . .
MISS JEAN REYNOLDS, 107 TUTTLE AVENUE, CLARENDON HILLS, ILLINOIS 60514

ress. So . . .

EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY . . .

UNITED WE STAND!

Midwest Federation President's Acceptance
Speech Delivered at 1967 Annual Banquet
by Ellis W. Courter

In accepting this gavel, which is symbolic of
the ranking office of our Federation, | would like
all of you to know that | am fully aware of the
obligations and responsibilities that are involved.
Quite simply, there is work to be done. There is
much that has to be accomplished - much more
that might be done. Although officially, my dut-
ies do not begin until November first of this year,
when that time comes, | expect to wield this gavel
with great determination. It shall be my intent to
ce that those needed jobs get done - so that the
confidence which you have so graciously express-
ed by granting me the privileges of this office,
whall not have been misplaced.

At this time | do not want to make any rash
promises of unusual or outstanding accomplish-
ments for the year ahead. If such be attained,
they will result from work - not words. Besides,
during the past year - in fact for several years
now - the Federation has been under the direction
of some very capable leaders whose accomplish-
ments will be most difficult to top. Because of
their successful efforts, the Federation has gained
in stature. We have grown in numbers. We have
prospered financially. Our public image has
been greatly enhanced. For the records then,
suffice it for me to say, that | shall endeavor to
maintain the pace that has been set, to strengthen
or repair the dikes wherever or whenever such
may be necessary, and to maintain a constant
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alert for new deeds or accomplishments that will
further aid our cause.

Let me hasten to add, however, the tasks that
lie chead are not something that | can do all by
myself. Nor can they be fone by any one person.
The success of the year ahead depends upon all of
us working together as a team - our elected off-
icers, our crew of State Vice Presidents, our com-
mittee chairmen and their working committee mem-
bers. In fact, it even goes beyond this. If an
effective job is to be done, we also need the help
and co-operation of every one of our member
clubs.

And specking of member clubs, | would like to
add - in fact - emphasize - this is your Federation .
It has been organized and is being operated in your
interest and in the interest of your hobby. Because
of this, every one of our 195 offiliated clubs stands
to gain - or lose - in accord with what we are able
to accomplish. Thus, should we call upon your club
for assistance of any kind - for information, or perhap:
even participation - it is my hope that they will be
quick to respond.

And so in the year chead - the year when we
will be host to the American Federation and the
National Show - let's all lift our sails a little high-
er. Let's reach a little farther and work a little
harder so that our hobby will keep moving forward.

Let's adorn our banner with the motto "UNITED
WE STAND" - and then prove to all that we are
united - by making 1968 a year that will go down
in the records as the best yet!



MERIT AWARD WINNERS

June Zeitner has advised us of the follow-
ing winner of the Merit Awards for this year.
"Citations" have been sent to each of the
clubs.

MICHIGAN GEM AND MINERAL SOCIETY,

Jackson, Michigan. This club was giv-
en an award for its outstanding contributions
to its region in the field of education. They
have worked through Junior Groups, schools,
the YMCA, and the State Educational Ass-
ociation to raise the levels of earth science
education and to promote knowledge of the
lapidary arts. In all other respects this club
qualifies as a top club.

MINNESOTA MINNERAL CLUB, Minneap-

olis, Minnesota. Among the many things
which make the Minnesota Mineral Club a
winner are their museum displays, their lead-
ership in a legislative program to help save
field trip areas, and their program of help-
ing every member build an efficient lapid-
ary shop within his means.

CHICAGO ROCKS AND MINERALS SOC-

IETY, Chicago, lllinois. The conser-
vation minded Chicago Rocks and Minerals
Club made special educational displays for
Barat College's new Upward Bound project,
and also in the line of education this active
group has sent several crates of minerals to
foreign Universities and museums.

COLUMBUS ROCK AND MINERAL SOCIETY
Columbus, Ohio. Realizing the impor-
tance of interesting therapy in the treatment
of ill or handicapped children, the Colum-
bus Rock and Mineral Society made "egg
carton" collections which were donated to
a child psychologist to give to his patients.
The society is also active in education.

LAKELAND GEM CLUB, Minogua, Wiscon-
sin. A young club in a small town, the
Lakeland Club has interested their entire
community in the mineral kingdom by an
active public relations program, and by
building a tumbler for the local grade sch-
ool, and by sponsoring well planned and
conducted Junior Field Trips. They built
signs welcoming all rock hobbyists to their

town and they entertain neighbor clubs at indoor
field trips.

BLOOMINGTON MINERAL CLUB, Blooming, Minn-
esota. The Bloomington Mineral Club works with

the School for the Deaf, the Council for Gifted Child-

ren, and furnishes Volunteers for Community Service,

mainly volunteer Earth Science teachers. Among

their public relations programs this year was a project

of sending useful gifts to Marines in Vietnam.

MICHIGAN MINERALOGICAL SOCIETY, South-
field, Michigan. The Michigan Mineralogical
Society Field Trip in conjunction with Cranbrook
Institute was a model of a purposeful and useful trip.
The clubs active Community Relations committee
furnishes programs for civic and service clubs. The
club is involved in several educational projects.

MIDWEST MINERAL AND LAPIDARY SOCIETY,
Dearborn, Michigan. In keeping with a club
rule, the Midwest Mineral Society donate 10% of all
fund raising activities to the AFMS Scholarship Fund.

This club has unusually good relations with its own
community and donate materials as far away as the
Minn. School for the Deaf. They held a special dem-
onstration and display for the Ross Historical Museum
Fair.

DIRECTORY SUPPLEMENT

to the 1967 Midwest Federation Dir-
ectory is now printed and being sent to
all clubs, etc. Persons who purchased
Directories may have a copy of the
supplement by sending their requests to
the Secretary, Miss Jean Reynolds, 107
Tuttle Avenue, Clarendon Hills, lllinois

60514.

SCHOLARSHIP

Congratulations to the Chicaqua Rockhound
Society for attaining their 100% status. We are
still receiving 1/2¢ per coupon point from General
Mills for each Betty Crocker coupon. 1t will be a
great help to us if you will count your coupons be-
fore mailing them in and also keep a record of the
number you send. Be sure that your name and add-
ress and the name of your club is in the package as
well as the number of coupon points. Thanks to all
for your fine support of the Scholarship
Foundation

Kate Steinbrenner
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

At the November meeting of our club elections
will be held to gelect the officers and board members
to conduct the affairs of the Lincoln Gem and Mineral
Club for the year 1968. A good slate of officers has
been selected by the nominating committee. Others may
be nominated from the floor the night of the elections.
Keep in mind - you must be present to vote - and some
of the recent years elections have been decided by
only one vote. This is one place that your vote may
make a difference. If you want your vote to be
counted = be there,.

With the coming of the annual élections also comes
the realization that the period of time in which I have
been privileged to serve this club as an officer is
growing short. As with all positions in clubs which are
doing things constantly such as our club does, it does
at times involve work. However working with the members
of this club has been a pleasure for me because of your
willingness to tackle the task and your enthuslasm in
doing so. Y

Thanks to each'of‘you.

GenebL. Eno

i e e Y e

......
.....
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1967 VOLINATING COMKITTEE REPORT

Q?NLO’Q ‘ : e :
= The Nominating Committee, consisting of
Irl Everett, Everett Weber, and EZarl Amen, have,
according to the By-Laws and Constitution of
The Lincoln Gem and Mineral Club, prepared the
‘following slate of . officer candldates for the

—— 7;year 1968 :

S il B N : Pre31dent - ﬂoward Taylor
g . First Viece-President - G. W. LcKinney
3econd.Vice - President - Loulse Baugher
Treasurer - Ralph Ulrich
Recording Secretary ~ None confirmed
Board iembers ~ (Georse mcGinnls, Frank Rule

o

—

R L

Please Tremember - nominations may be made from the floor if per-
mission has first been secured from your candidate. Other rules and
regulations from the By-Laws were stressed in the October message
from yaur 1967 President.

——— —— —— - - -

In October a fellow rock hound, Mr. Garth Baker, of Manitoba, Canada,
wag visiting Lincoln, toured the nuseunm and various places of interest
and acquired the name and phone number of onc of our c¢lub nembers. He
was interested in swapping sowme naterial from Manitoba and was given

the opportunity to do so at the Engelhart hone where several nembers of
LGMC swapped and gave ‘him sanmples of their collections. Mr. Baker is a
riember of the Brandon Rock & Gem Club. If anyone is interested in swap-
ping materials with Garth or his club you may do so by writing him at
Box 39, Brandon, Manitoba, Canada.

lMr. Harold Eno is recovering satisfactorily after oxtensive heart
surgery. Ilany of you have been contacted regarding blood donations to'
rgplaco the quantity used for lir. Eno. This is the place where your
time and effort would be appreciated as rnuch more blood nceds replacing
at Bryan ilenorial Hospital.

REMEMBER--for your holiday meal preparations use Gencral Iiills products
and save the coupons for our scholarship fundi!l!

— e e e we

Excerpt from'Adventures in Nature!, by Edwin Teale,
via Chips Ofane Old Block

"4t one time or another, there comes to most of us a realization of
how much will remain undone when the world ends for us. Even if we circle
the globe, how many sights and sounds and smells we still shall miss.
Even as we become acquainted with millions, how many possible friends
we shall never know. Even if we devour whole libraries, how nmany vol-
umes will remain unread. No matter Low full, our lives inevitably must
remain, in some respects, random end uncomplete.ecieseeceesss”
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2 B 1.3 LONTH

fnnual lLieetinz -~ election of officers
saturday, November 25, 1267, 7:30 E.i.
Roberts Dalry Farty Room, 211 30.20th3t.

PROGRAlI: Nothingz scheduled so will all members who were
fortunate enough to secure good slides or
pictures at the Rockrama or on your summer
club Field Trips please bring them and share
with those who had bad luck. We know that
several were severely disappointed.

THANKS FROI THE REFRESHLENT CHAIRLAN: :
lirs. K. fmen writes "iiy thanks to lir. ard lirs. Lloyd
Baugher for teh cookles and lir. Baugher serving the
coffee. kr. and lrs., Ray Waddle for cookies and lirs.

Jaddle and kirs. Carveth for being such gracious

hostesses. Also thanks lLarie for the cookies. Thanks
to every one that helps, it takes "pull to-cether" to:
keep a club going. .

NZXT i.ONTH: December is usually a special month for the club
with special preparations, more appropriate place
to meet, gift exchange, installation of new
officers and so forth., This year will be no ex=-
ception and plans are underway. Announcement
should come at the meeting in November and we
hope to get the bulletin out in time for you to
make your plahs. 3orry I don't have info. now.

NEW BOARD MENBER:. Remember Geo. E. licGinnis replaces 4rt- Bloyd
3444 Somerset,Fh;466-4878" [
E4 LIAISON OFFICER is Iirs. karie Taylor,910 New Hampshire
'~ Ph., 432- 3707, Lincoln Nebr.68508.

_SHOW DATES: . '

November 25-26 ‘inthony Gem and hineral, Anthony Kansas

February 1-11 Border Gem Fiesta Mcﬁllen, Texas

February 16-18 Tucson Gem & I ineral,l4th innual,Tuscon,Ariz.

April 19-21 Central Nebraska Rock & liineral,Hastings,Neb.

June 8-9 Rocky it.Federation Show, Tulsa,. Okla.

August 22-25, 1968 i.idwest Federation 3Show
Bloominvtdn-Normal Illinois

NOW IS TH4 TIME TO START PLANNING T3‘0:?. ¥OUR 1968 BIG 3HQOMS as

Vacations Dates are decided. _
DEADLINZ: 4All copy for inclusion in the Deaember Pick & Shovel

must be submitted before December 1. Yaur cooperation
is respectfully requested. P & N

IYF BANNER FOR 1968: UNITED JE STAND by Iir. Ellis #. Courter
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OPEN LETT=R October 31, 1967

C T0: Meribers of Lincoln Gea & :lineral Club

OPEN LE 7‘7’5;? .. ¢/o Phyllis Parks, Editor

S0  Deny. Club dembers,
/C\/D ;Z [)/\/fé\ ‘We arrived in Phoenix about ten days
ago -and although our trip was full of
s PHOEN X events, none was too critical. These

“past ten days have gone fast as there is
so nmuch-to be done in order to get
settled.

3l Ne 3yth

- Fhace Floyd and Helen Olson are living in
T~ a rented home at the time but they have
N g found a nite home and have started to pro-
RN cess their papers on it. .We are still living

‘ : : at 3101 .. 34 Place. )

Phoenlx is a large pnlace, rmuch larger than I 1maglned it would be. 1In
the gix years since we have visited here it has grwon considerably.
Living here is different, it will take some getting used to. o one is

in a hurry unless they are driving and then you must watch out for the

other fellow more than you do for vourself.

, Its prctty here. The town is surrounded by mountains and they usu-
ally appear on the lavender color. A lot of palms with evergreens mix-
ed in. They use the nale ﬂulberry or China 3erry tree for shade. lost
of the homes have one or both in their yard as shade around the hones
is a most important factor here. Flowers are abundant and every kind
and color you would ever hope for.

We visited a rockhound last night. He is known out here as the
desert rat but its certainly onky a name. A real nice fellow who is
truly a rockhound. His interest is in fluorescent material and has
some of the wmost vivid waterial that was found here in Arizona you ever
saw. - Art, Floyd and this fellow are going rock hunting this weekend
to remove some of the material from the sandy soil. They will have to
do sone Yack packlng to get It but it certainly is worth going after.

There are six clubs in this area and two rock shows per year. One
is in Scottsdale wh'ch 1is not too far from hers. We have not visited
any of the clubs as yet but plan to: in the near future. The next show
is to be held in Febr. here in °hoenix so I know that we will at least
attend it.

. The weather here is wonderful. It is hard to believe that where
you are it is getting cold now. “You can sit out on the patio in the
evening and with a light weight sweater for the women you can be most
comfortable. We grilled two chickens Sunday out back and though the
sun was a little warm, enjoyed ourselves inmensely.

The schools here are large, they cover about a four block arca.
Cliff seems to like his school very much. They have to change classes
here as they do in the high schools back home. They believe in the old

~method of punishment, spanking by the principal, and to get off the
school grounds you must have a pass. Hours. to go to school are longer
but they are about a year behind the children in Lincoln. CI1iff has had
all the material they are teaching so he is hav1ng no trouble in school.

Everyone drop us a line. Even though its nice country for rock-
hounds it can get lonely here and a letter from home would seem pretty

ood.
& As ever

Art « Velwma Bloyd
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Our November 1957 meeting was held at the homéiof Irl Sverett. Lr.
and lMrs. Virgil Carveth, lir. and “rs. Sam Lybyer and Evelyn Pearson
were guests., . e .

Irl Zverett presented the brooram on the technlques of t.umbllncr and
mounting baroque stones. : . o

Bach member and czuest was presented w1th a souvenir baroque attached -
to the napkin on their. lunch tray. : SY . :
+ o + +

1967 LIBRAQY ADDITIONS

The Fossil Book Dby . Carroll Lane nenton-iildred Adams Fenton
Presented to the club by Roger Pabian . ;..

Dana s System of Llneralowy ~ 3et of four different volumes
Club Purchase
o+ o+ 4t

SEE .
. —advertisement

EVERETT LAP!DA 2 SHOP

Phone 466-6204

CAPITOL CITY'S FIRST  ROCK SHOF

ORDER YOUR CHRISTAS KACHINZ
NOW. T8 JILL HELP. YOU
ANYW4Y WE CAN oﬁ:giHbSE
HARD 10 PLEASEZ DPRESENTS.

."Satisfied Customers.

Ujgmﬂ” 6L419~ o "ff; are our best
41 (: 45 65 :> <:>11 | ADVIRTIISEL ENT
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N L TS , ‘_
S, i) DID YOU KNOW = - -
A |
S N N Happy news at the IicGinnis home =~ their

‘ﬁ ~ i) son-in=-law has returned to the states, and to
\

?X;;;“ ;&i;/ @%?“\\pis family in Lincoln from a tour of duty in

r : &, “ﬁﬂpll the Phillipine and Vietnam areas of the world.
B i 3 T The happy father, who is with the iir Torce,
R = 3\ is seeing his little daughter for the first

&%{ TN time. Such moments in a young couple's life
‘ R ' nust surely be treasured forever. i.rs.

N - {.cGinnis tells me their children will be
stationed at Zglin £.F.B., Tlorida, saﬁe post
as the Larry Popes. M

Ffrank Rule has undervone surnery I am sure cheéfy'notés and
greetings of good w1shes ”lll help him alonz the way to good health
again. S

It was nice to see our friends;*tﬁé Gibson Pamily, at the show.
r.aybe they will return to the club-+again when their busy schedule
permits. Je all sincerely hope So.

£t a recent Convention of the Nebraska uarbed Wire Lssoclation,
our own Judy “eber was crowned Wueeﬂs Her" ‘father, iverett wWeber, was
named Vice-President, and Irl Zverett is Correspondinz 3Secretary.
Judy is now eligible to enter the National Contest, so Good Luck, Judy!
Belated anniversary wishes to tne Jebers, many, many, more to yout

Ralph and Kay Ulrich are: Keeplnd busy with great plans on the
forthcoming trip to Europe. Kay is sewing, readlnCr travel books, etc.
Ralph is looking forward to the visit at the world famous zem cutting
capitol at Idar-Oberstein. Tred Ulrich, Ralph and &ays' son, is
teaching at the International .3chool - lancua@e deyt. in Frankfort,
Germany; and to spend Christmas in. Cermany will certainly be a hth
light for the Ulrich's. Kay informs me that they will be happy to
contact any friends or relatives:of anyone-in the club - within a
radius of 150 miles of Prankfort. Please inform Ulrichs if you have
anyone there. 4 conmplete itinerary coming up in the December issue
on this trip.

Happy Birthday, this month, to 3Susan Taylori and also to irs.
Howard Taylori: ind to those we do not know about - Best #Wishes tool

In this issue we shall enjoy a little more iunformation on the
cabochon our charter member and first President (1955) Laurice Tracy,
was asked to create, and donate, to the now famous brooch of the
"United States". Ln honor .came to our club, and to Lr. Tracy, by this
request, and he did not fail us. £ sincere thank you from this reporter
and all members of the Lincoln Gem and i:ineral Club. '

Recently it was such a wonderful experience to see, meet, and
enjoy. Dr. John Neihardt. 4 Grand Gentleman of the old school! 3But
first thinws first ==¥r. and krs. J.D. Young, of the LGLGC,-retraced
with Dr. ¥eihardt,.the old Indian Trails leading as far as Lewmann,
South Dakota, in Séptember. Upon their return, just at show time, =~
Dr. Neihardt graciously offered to show his jade work (jewelry) at
the Rockrama, beautiful and original work, indeed. To climax this
exciting time, ir. & Irs. Young were hosts to several groups in their
home, inviting us to visit with Dr. Neihardt. e listened = completely

(continued)



THE PICK & SHOVEL NOVEMBER 1967

DID YOU KNOW = = = = = (continued)

enthralled with the Poet Laureate of Mebraska! Dr., ileihardt answered
questions, and told us stories of his experience with Black Zlk. e
were presented with personally autographed coples of Black Zlks Prayer;
he being a Holy i:an of the Oglala 3ioux. 3uch a delizhtful evening,

it shall long be remembered. .This reporter had the pleasure of meeting
Black Elk while living in the Black Hills of South Dakota several years
ago. Would Mr. & Lirs. Young be interested in ziving us a program on
this trip, I wonder - It would be interesting to the club members, we
Xnow. ,

kr. & wnrs. Kenneth Dodge, former club members, have just returned
from a trip around the world "and among the many exciting places, they
list the beautiful zem cuttlng,."oldwork and silver too, as seen in
Lthens, Greece. The Dodzes take pictures, maybe we could invite then
to zive a program in the future. '

Ferry iiillers have been busy éntértaining more guests from South
ifrica - It is getting to be a small world, with many friends traveling
to and from faraway places. o

4 Happy, "Thankful", Thanksrivinv to all.

Untll Ne t Tinme

Karie J, Carveth
Late Bulletin: Prank Rule is doing nlcely at Bryan benorial Hospital

advprti qpmpn'!'

@iz &: éﬁx'fﬁgj SS LAPIDARY AND CERAMICS

2639 West 0 Street

r

Phone 435-2300

”bpen noon until 10:00 every day

SANTA SAYS

Christmas Ideas in Abundance
Suggestions for Everyone

Mountings Mipéféis’ Machinery

Gem Tools . Mineralights

Come out and visit "The Do-It-Yourself Shop" sooni




[ty

THZ PICK & SHOVEL NOVTENBEIR 1967
_'OUR ,}MIN%;@L HERITAGE BROOCH"

"7, on June 1, 1967, 1n the 7hite House: Rose arden,
nrs. Lyndon B. Johnson'was-presented with the "Our
Lineral Heritage Brooch"” fashioned ‘by Samuel Markowitz,

- a New York Olty gem desi@ner and manufacturer. members

of the American Federatlon of lineralogical Societies and
its six regional federations shared in presenting the
gift.

As they wanted at' least one gem stone from. each state,
the Midwest Federation asked each of the State Vice-Presi-
dents to app01nt someone from their state to cut a stone.
Dorothy Engelhart, Nebraska State Vice~President, asked
me to cut and polish a stone from Nebraska. She 'says she
chose me since I was a charter member, the first president

of the Lincoln Gem and lineral Club and the first instructor

for the (0ity Reécreation lapidary classes, so she felt -that
I should have the honor. e , .

The size of “the cabochon requested wasca 3.5 mme In a
thank you letter from Doris Kemp, chalrman of the Lanldary
Division of the Midwest Federation, she said "This is a
very tiny and beautiful gem. I have never tried to cut
one this tiny, ir I had 1t would have been solid flnver-
nail-ite.," Pty .

Of course, when wé think of cutting material from
Nebraska we always think of the beautiful prairie agate
from north of Crawford. 4fter looking over the many
pounds of material in our basement we decided on moss
agate. The state stone and rock had not yet been chosen
so we didn'tconsider the blue agate but at least the
state rock is represented in this beautiful brooch.

This brooch, also known as "The Pirst Lady's® Brooch",
was on display at the National Gem and liineral 3how in
Washington, D. C. from June 29 to July 1. It belongs to
Mrs. Johnson and all future First Ladies and is on exhibit
at the Smithsonian Institution. This one-of-a-kind piece
‘of jewelry is large and really intended for display rather
than for use. It is composed of 158 stones of many. colors
and is topped by a gold eagle with spread wings., '

laurioe Tracy

Comment: laurice was asked to write this article because
he had been entrusted (very fittingly we feel) with this
delicate task honoring Nebraska. krs. Engelhart tells us
that this was the first stone received and accepted by
the iiidwest Federation very soon after the project was

*begun. Qur sincere thanks for the completion of one more

"assignment" from this sincerely dedicated member of the
Lincoln Gem and Il.ineral Club.
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VISUAL AID CASES

With the new school term calls began coming in for the
use of our traveling Vlsual Aid, Cases and "Pleezy After the Rock-
rama these were plcked up by the 4th and 5th grade teacher at Willard
Elementary School. The week of study 1ncluded rock specimens brought
by the teacher and the students, movie and slide programs concerning
the Earth Sciences and a visiting "Rock Talk"’ by Mrs. Engelhart who
was accompanied by Mrs. Parks.

Next appointment was all 4 of the 4th Crrades at Hartley Elementary
School where Mrs. Engelhart was assisted by her husband Norman.

Early in November a very plea§s1ntr and .pleased group of student
Earth Science teachers Joined the 4th grade at Prescott School with
Mrs. Engelhart again giving an informal "Rock Talk".

Anyone who might be able to join Dotty, help carry her heavy case
and bavs of rock goodies (donated by various persons), prov1de an

We guarantee no boredom and you would certainly see that chlldren and
rocks, separately or together, are contavlous and very interesting

7:7»3('*

WORKSHOP - Room 104 needs more colunteers to keep things rolling
smoothly. Meeting each Wednesday evening, 7 to 10, Morrill Hall,
cleaning and worklntT with sp901mens, coffee and conversation always
available. ‘

S AR IR

e e 2dVertisement B , '

SINMMONS

RENTAL &+ LAPIDARY
2970 South Street

488 1619

UP A TUMP

- FOR QHOSE CHRISTMAS GIFTS?

-

S EE OUR

Cabochons

L Faceted Stones

»,'*fﬁ”F‘ Slabs, Rough (There's time)
: Mountings, Machinery

Tumblers, Tumbling supplies, Lots More
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Again it is time to say "THANKS". For all the blessings of a good
and free country;. for good health to enjoy and share faaily, friends
and fellow hobbyists; for the privilege of takin, part in the acti-
vities of Lincoln Gen and ilinecral Club.

Thanks - for the honor of editing the prize winning bulletin this
year - a combined effort of many club nembers, excerpts from exchange
bulletins - without all this cooperation the honor would not have
been ours. Thanks to all who shared by word or deed.

Very many thanks to Norma hilier who has taken‘so'much of the typing,
searching, planning, calling and mailing during this past year.

Thanks to nmy faﬁily for the paticnce, cooperation and help which made
it possible for me to keep on as editor of the Pick and Shovel.

Now would be algbdd time to give further thanks for volumteer help
and assistance = if it were to he offered. How, about it?

,ﬁﬁﬁiiis Parks, Editor

- - —— - — -
proquedie gl undiim g e

Once again Thanksgiving's here, <~

A thought-provoking time of year...
flany think this year a bore, yet

there were things to be thankful for.
And if you stop and reconsider

You realize all things were not bitter.

There were days of great excitement,
days of quiet contentment,

days of dark and gloom,

days of beautious bloomn,

days of falling rain,

days of sun again.

And so - the same with all of 1life,

Not always do things go "right"

But in the end the good outweighs the bad,
and each, in his own way, is glad

to give thanks-this Thanksgiving tine.

m

ROCKY NOTES: The name for the element nickel comes from the old German
niners name for Niccolite. They called it Kupfernickel (copper nickel).
Nickel was a disparaging name for imps. It would seem that its presence
in other ores they mined must have caused them some difficulty. ‘

Sillimanite~-the aluminum 8ilicate which sometiies when comnpact enough
can ?e cut into a cat's eye cabochon- was named in honor of Benjamin
Silliman, first professor of nineralogy at Yale University.

Courtesy of Gene Eno
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Replacenents Requested-FormC}gb Project

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED...several specimens of :gems nced to be replaced on
our "Gens On Location" mnap. Listed below. ape the various stonos missing
and their locations are shown in the qap.. If any neriber has appropriate
material and is willing to:léan (?) his naterlal please contact a board
acmber. These are cut and polished cabochons, faceted gens, or small
polished slabs. The shaded portions have never; bqen represontod on our

faap.

approxinate location
need speciaen .

.

B

Opal' - variety wood, bordcer N.D. and uontana
Quartz - variety pctPlflOd wood, uidwest W, D, " 7
Coral - variety pectosky, Northcrn Michigan

Opal - variety wood, northeast Nebraska

Quartz - variety Lepidodrindodrun, wuid Iowa

Coral - variety Pntosky, S. Lake EBrie

Quartz - variety pigeon blood agate, Utah-Colorado bordcr
Quartz - variety jasper - Ogallala, Nebr,

Quartz variety jaspor - nid-Kansas

Quartz - variety fortification - Fairbury, iebraska
Quartz - variety Lake Supcrior, Lincoln, ilebraska
Quartz variety wood, north central Arizona

Quartz - variety wood, 1id castern Awrizona

Obsidian - variety Apache Tear, mid central Arizona



THE PICK & SHOVEL NOVEMBER 1967

TOPAZ - HOVEMBcR BIRTLSTONE

The true topaz 1s almost excluslv81y a gemstone of
cavities in granitie pegmatltes although small crystals
of richest color are surprisingly rare, hence the esteem
in which they are helds  The brownish-orange specimens of
best gem quality are today provided entirely by a series
of small pegmatite veins near Ouro Praeto; liinas Gerais,
Brazil: Here the veins are exposed along the sides of
steep gullies enclosed in decomposed rock which slumps
badly during the rainy season, necessitating extensive
clearing before the veins are again exposed. The crystals
are associated with quartz and sonetimes collectors obtain
specimens of quartz crystals impaled by the slender topaz
crystals. By far the greatest number of crystals are spe-
cimen qualltv only, being penstrated by nuneroas cracks,
parallel to the prism and also by cleavage cracks which
run across the prisms. The .color varies from pale yellow
to rich sherry wine yellow to yeklowkorange or brownish-
orange. Otassidnally a.crystal is found which is pink or
purplish-pink although the ldatter hues can ve induced in
the ordinary crystals by gentle heating. Sugh "pinked"
topazes are 1nterest1ng but the coler is not greatly dif-
ferent frown th " some norganlte beryls or tournmalines,
or even kun21tes and most persons prefer the original
hue. R ””f

Also prmzed for gem purposes are the blue topaz
crystals whicl. sometimes are deep enough hue to rival
fine quality aquamarines and are occasionally cut and sold
as such by :unscrupulous dealers. Localities for blue to-
paz are numerous and include =many in Brazil, Aadagascar,
Ural lountains, Ramona; -California and Texas. . The latter
state provides stream-worn pebbles of fine quallty to gewn
hunters who obtain permission to hunt upon the ranch lands
in whieh the gem bearing pegmnatites occur. #Ages of weath-
ering have destroyed many of the pegnatites and released
the topaz c¢rystals to the soil where they eventually find
their way into the streanm .gravels. Con31dering the per-
centage of faceting grade material found in the Toxas
gravels, this area must. be unique in this respect.

John Slnkankas, Co G
Excerpts from 196l issue
LAPIDARY JOURWNAL,
via Michigan Gem News






Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club, Inec.
Phyllls Parks, Edltor

2435 South 19th St.

Iincoln, Nebraska 68502
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Mr. & Mrs. Maurice Tracy
3601 South St.
Lincoln, Nedlr. 68506

NEBRASKA A CENTENYXNTIAL

REMEMBER

- COUPONS FOR SCHOLARSHIP =~ General Mills Coupons % cent each
| SAVE STAMPS FOR MILK - Feed refugee children

HELP? ELIMINATE LITT2?ER PLEASE





