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W Dear Fellow Members;

& The club had 1t's 2nd meeting of the year
b February 24th., At this meeting we presented a

s very unusual program. lMr. Schildman, connected
with the Nebraska Game and Forest Commission

gave a very educational talk and showed us specimens
of the reptiles which we might encounter in our
field trips this summer. This is something we
should all keep in mind, since field trip season

1s Jjust around the cornmer. Although these things
are unpleasant, it is a precaution and I for one,

am scared to death of snakes, How can we keep

calm 1f we should be unfortunate enough to be
bitten? It is important we recogonize the spiecies
etc., this could save our lives, 1f we know if the
snake is polsonous. Our thanks to Mr. Schildman.

Cur thanks also to Mr. Moser and Mr., Simmons
for their gifts of jade slabs to those present
at the meeting.

Our coming meeting, the travelers to lexico
will tell us about their trip.

We will vote on a minor change in the by=laws,.
proposed at the last meeting, that 1s = The duties
of the Editor and the Corresponding Secretary.

See you at the next meeting.

Sincerely,

Marie J., Carveth
President
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SATURDAY = 'FA%.RCH 23, 1963
Regular Meeting == 7:30 p.m.
Program = An entertaining evening on rocks shall be given to us.
Mr. V A Carveth, Howerd Taylor and C. Ray Waddle will
talk on their trip into Mexico.

Roberts Dairy Party Room
211 South 20th Street

* % ¥

REFRESHMENT COMMITTER

kr. and Mrs. Ray Sincebaugh
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Taylor
Krista Johnson and Mrs. Johnson

* %
COMING SHOWS
harch 22 = 24 Tucson Gem and Mineral Soc. Tuecson, Arizona
March 2 Hutchinson Gem and Mineral Soce. =——<SWAPARAMA and

PICNIC ———Kanopolis Lake, Langly Point, Main shelter
house ~ 8 aeite t0 5 peme

. April 19 - 20 Hastings Gem and Mineral Soc. = Hastings, Nebre
. National Guard Armory, 2015 West 3rd St.=9 a.me. to 9 pem.
; April 20 - 21 Southwest Kansas Mineral Soc.— Liberal, Kensas |
April 24 Lincoln Air Base Hobby Show = Lincoln Air Force Base
L‘lncoln, Netirs = 7 Pells to 10 Psllls
April 27 - 28 Wichita Gem and Minersl Socs = 820 S. Osage, Wichita

High School Weet, Wichita, Kansas

Used Motors
Lapidary Fquipment end Supplles

Rough Cutting Material

CLYDE EENEAM
1711 Harwood CA3=/163
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A GEYSER? 1IN KANSAS?

One of the most interesting and unusual phenomena to oceur in
the area surrounding "ichita was the eruption of a geyser of gas
and brine in the middle of a road near Attica, Kansas, about 65 miles
southwest of Wichita. Early Thursday morning, Feb, 7Tth, an ex=
plosion of natural gas caused the eruption of the geyser which during
the week end was erupting as often as 50 times per minute and
spouting as much as 50 feet high. 011 and gas investigators, under
supervision of John Roberts, assistant director of conservation for
the Kansas Corporation Commission, were checking the area for leaks
testing pressures on oll and gas lines and wells. The geyser site
1s surrounded by the Spivey-Grabs oil and gas fleld, which is not
dry gas, but mixed oil and gas. Geologists were not certain, but
believed the geyser was caused by a previously capped hole which
permitted gas to rise several thousand feet where 1t came in contact
with a soft strata, following that sidewards until it broke through
to the surface. The possiblility that the crater was of natural origin
was not at first completely ruled cut. Known as mud volcanoes,
viclent gas seepages are common in Trinidad, Burma and the Russian
Baku area, where they throw out mud and rocks building cones from a
few feet to several hundred feet in height. Kansas State Board of
Health officlals checked the salt content of the water, which turned
out to be in excess of 30% (we were told by one person that tests
conducted at the Mobil facilities in the area indicated a 36% salt
content). Since the appearance of the geyser millions of cubic feet
of natural gas have been spewed into the alr from the bubbling pit
of mud and foam and along wlth the gas, thousands of gallons of
salt water, By the middle of the week following the inltial eruption
the activity of the pitching mineral and nud had died down and the
helght of the eruptions appeared to be nearer 15 feet. The crews
checking out all the wells in a widening circle around the crater
checked pressure on all producing wells to see if there was a loss
cof pressure. On the plugged wells, they dug down through four feet
of frozen ground to the area where the pipe was sealed off, then
checking the well with a stethoscope, listening for the sound of the
rush of gas and water, There are an estimated 40 or more oil and geas
wells, producing and plugged, in an area of about 1% mile circum=-
ference., The entire Spivey-Grabs field contains between 400 and
500 wells, By February 13th, tentative source of the eruption was
believed to be a plugged well some 200 yards from the geyser, byt
crews working were not yet positive. To date, no way has been
estimate the depth of the hole caused by the eruption.

Reprinted from Quarry Quips of Wichita Gem
and Mineral Society, Inc. February, 1263

BULLETIN EDITORS NOTE: . :

The geyser stupped 1ts bubbling Fricday March 8th and has become
a pool of salt water 94 feet deep, 4ll wells were found to be sound
and by relieving pressure on surrounding wells in the same formation
curbed the wasteful gusher., The natural gas came from 1,600 to 1,800
feet below the surface through & small ecrack.
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Birthstone for July. 1.

Highly prized in the orient. 20
Term often applied to Hornstone. 5e

Melten rock under the surface of be
the earth,

A mineral similar to Calcite but y
containing principelly Magne-
gium in place of Caleium.

%

Open cavities in rocks.

Distinguished from Hematite by ite

yellowish streak. 12,

Metal bearing rock. 13,
Neor Havynite but contains litile 15.
, or no lime.
19.
Eesembling Malachite in color and
structure.
Chemdcal sywbol for Sodium.

Product of the Vernsuil process.

Chemical symbol for Rhenium.
Birthatone for March.
Iron,

Will develop a siz ray stor around the
point of impact.

Concretionary rock mass often hollow and
lined with crystala,

Cuzhs052Cu(OH) 2 7Hz0s
An intrusive more or less verticle.
& £88e

HoOs
Two {or more) crystals intergrowns
Hamﬂa of ong.

{Answer next wmonth)



@::ip into Mexico. Virgil Carveth has found chalcedony and some fire agate that we
know of. They were on their way to find opals, M::wlay March 4th. They will be our
speakars at our next meeting. '

The Lincoln Hobby Show at the Pershing Auditorium was held March 2 and 35:d.
Amoung those showing wire Irl Everett, Gary Everett and Fred Gudtner of Beatrice,Nebr.

There were many spectators this year and all seemed to enjoy the rocks and minerals
that were on display.

If you have news of any trips that were taken, call us or we will be calling

\ Dorothy Engelhart 488--5383

iEaa
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@  [VERETT LAPIDARY SHOP

2041 North 65th Street Lincoln 5, Nebrasia

. e@ FINDINGS
‘ ROUGH SLABS
FLUORESCENTS
MACHINERY

Our Sth year as Capitol Citys First Rock Shop
SATISFIED CUSTOMERS ARE OUR BEST ADVERTISEMENT
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KNOW YOUR FEDERATION
SAFETY PROGRAM
WEARING APPAREL. AND ITEMS TO CAREY ON FIFLD TRIPS

i = BOOTS are the safest type of shoes for field trips. They not only
protect one's ankles and help support the feet when welking on uneven
terraln, but more important, they help protect one againest snakes,
gseorpions, efe. Be sure they f£it properiy. Wear properly fitted

woolen socks. They help prevent blisters and help absorb perspiration.
" They are also an added protection against snake bites.

2 = SAFRETY GLASSES OR GOGGLES, when working with rocks, they might some-
day save one's eyesight.

3 = A HAT of some sort is always advisable, if for no other reason than
%o help prevent sunstroke, A hard hat, or helmst in mines or where
falllng rock might ocour is almost a must.

4 - WEAR A BELT, Various items can be attached 4o the belt, such as a
knife, canteen,ete¢,, which should always be taken along.

5 = FOOD, If one 1s going to be gome for any length of time, put a
sandwich, ete., in your Jackeds Be sure to have enough liguids, but
don't carry sc much as to make your trip & burden.

6 = BAND-AIDS AND TRIANGULAR BANDAGE are important. The triangular
bandage is a valuable thing to have to bandage an arm or hand, as a
compress on the head or,; in an emergency, can be used as a tourniquet.
On any trip a first-ald kit should be taken along.,

7 = A WARM JACKET should be at least taken along in the car. Should
you be going very far from the car or be gone for some time, 1t often
1s advisable to take it with you even if you have %o sling 1t through
a2 belt or some other out-of-the~ way place. In high elevations it can
often become gulte cold. In mountain reglons storms can come up without

. much warning. .

8 = A CANE OR WALKING STICK of some sort is advised,especially where
the underbrush 1s thick.

9 « A COMPASS AND MATCHES injh waterproof case are a must,

10 - A ROPE is often advisable, éspecially i1£ there should be steep
¢limbing,

11 = A FLASHLIGHT is often important, should there be the slightest
chance of belng away from camp sfter dark. Light notonly helps
prevent a sprained ankle,ete. but in the heat of the summer, snakes
are on the prowl at nlght.
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KNO™™ YOUR FEDERATION
( continued )

SAFETY RULES FOR FIELD TRIPS

1 = Never go on a fleld trip alone, Have soumdne along who can help,
or summon help, if necessary.

2 =~ Should there be chlldren, have the child within seeling and talking
distance, A child not only could get lost, but could encounter a snake,
scorpion, ete. or have an accident of some sort,

3 =~ Do not collect directly above or underneath people where there
might be danger of falling rock.

4 « Pork so that all cars can get out. Do not block the roadway.
5 « Should you leave the field trip early, notify the person in charge.

6 =~ Mgke sure all fires are out and wet down with water or smothered
with dirt completely.

7 = Break all matches in fingers before discarding, and be careful
where they are thrown.

8 = Break any olgarette before discarding, and be careful where they
are throuwm,

9 - Do'not throw rocks and do not allow children %o do so.

10 = Avoid old mine tunnels. Never go into 2 mine alone. ey a
flaehlight and a candle., Carbon dioxlde or other gases may be present.
There may be lack of oxygen.

11 « Respeot property rights and signs. Obtain permiseion %o enter
property if owned by private persons or company owmed.
A=Inquire if there are vicious animals in fields.
B=Never walk on newly planted or cultivated fields without
pernission,
C-Be extremely cautious in hunting near abandoned buildings.
You may stumble into deep well not properly covered,
Dugefill any deep holes you dlg, as people or animals might
all in,

12 = Respect another’s diggings. If a person has left for lunch or for
any other reason with the intentlon or returning and has left a plck,
coat or any other definite marker.

13 - ILeave any place in good condition. Donpt 1leave papers,cansgetc.,
lying around to mar the beauty of the place and %o tell others you
have been there,

14 = (lose all gates you may have opened.

15 = Never eat wild berries unless you are sure they are safe.

i6 = Recognize poison ivy and oak. If doubtful;, do not touch.

17 = Alvays be alert for snakes,scorpions,etc. Watch where you walk,
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PRESENTING

Silversmithing findings
Lapidary Aprons

Black lights with Batteries for
field trip use

Mineral Specimens
Mountings

Cut Stones — Faceted - Cabochons
Slab and Rough Material
Equipment for Lapidary
Books = The Lspidary Journal
Haps

Meoxican Agate

TELEPHONE 488 1619

MARCH 1963

SIMMONS
RENTAL AND LAPIDARY SERVICE

2970 South Street
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Glass Slag

I like glass slage I think it is wvery pretty and colorful. It comes in
almost every color in the rainbow. Some are milky in color, some are clear while
others look like snowflskes { the snowflakes are inside the glass slag ). A fancier
neme for glass slag is Cullet. Glass slag tumbles and polishes very nicely. This

is why I like glass slag.

Susan Jolene Taylor
Pepple pup = age 10

Why I'm & Fossil Hound

I was all of a sudden a fossil hound. Mom started me ocut to be 2 rockhound
and all I could find was snake stones. She would look &t them and say it is pretty
but not quite what we wanted. Till I found a bone and it was a small bone but never

@1 1ess it wes @ fossil bone.

. lots of trips and found many types of fossils. My favorite
fossil is & large slab of crinoid stems with brachipods, gastreapods imbedded in lime-
stons, found in Moline, Kansas.

My biggest project was cleaning up Myrtle, the turtle about 20 pounds of
fossil in one piece. Spent all winter cleaning Myrtle the turtles mother,  Soak in

scraped mud off each piece. Must be 110 bones all together with the leg
bones and all. Right now I am cleaning off the over burden of & fossil fish. On a
limestons plate with a needle and glass.

I go to the museum often to get help to ldentify my collection.

The more I study fossils, the more I want to add to my collection.

Garry Heedick

;
§Ef

% * ¥

) BOOKS
Ourlibra.r:la.n, Dorothy Engelhart, says the library is open. Come at any
tine and check out any of the following books.
Field Guide to Rocks and Minerals by Frederick H. Pough
Minerals Yearbook ( 1947 ) by Bureau of mines.
Rocks and minerals by Herbert Zim and Panl Shaffer
Haynee Guide Yellowstons National Park by Jack Ellis Haynes

Compend of Geology by Joseph lLe Conte

Magazines
Lapidary Journal 1 year (1962 )
Gem's and minerals 5 years ( 1956=-1960 )
Our sxchange Bulletins
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EDITORS PAGE

In our Silver Working Tips by Adsline E. Nolde, printed in the February
issue of THE PICK AND SHOVEL, the sentence should have read,

"Uuliquidﬂutdthsilmsoldors(hard,mdimuldm)only. Use
paste flux with lead ( soft ) soldsr. Never use paste flux or the brush to apply it
with silver solders - They will never melt. Use & separats brush to work with silver
and lsad solders. You need all three silver solders ( hard, medium and easy ) since
sometimes you perform several soldsring operations."

. Your editor made the error when typing and our proof readers were not
acquainted with silver work. Our apologies, Adeline,

Our Francis Trecy, says she is in need of pictures that were taken
of last years show for the historian book. If anyons has any pictures that they will
loan us for the short time of getting them reprinted get in touch with Francis.
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MIDJEST FEDERATION'S
LETTER=A-MNONTH
for larch 1963

Subject: General Information Concerning Federations
by: Celia Vokoun

A thought expressed in the setting up of the Constitution of
one of the recent clubs seeking affiliation with the Federation reads
as follows:=-- "Experience has shown that knowledge can be more readily
acquired by combination of effort than singly...”

The advantages and benefits which an individual received by
Joining a club multiply many times when the club becomes affiliated
with a Federation,

WHAT IS A FEDERATION? Webster defines 1t as a unioun of in-
dividuals and groups organized for a common good. In relation to the
rockhound, 1t 1s a union of those individuals and groups interested in
the many phases of the "Earth Sciences"; geology, paleontology, arche-
ology and related subjects=-- as well as lapidary craftsmanship, for
the purpose of stimulating sclentific and educational interests and
transmitting such knowledge for the common good.

WHY DOES A CLUB JOIN A FEDERATION? Just as an individual
usually Jjoins a club in order to learn from others all they know about
the chosen hobby; to have pleasant contact with individuals of like
interests; and to make friends, so do clubs Join the larger organiza=-
tion, THE FEDERATION.,

Ideas and experiences flow out from each group for the bene-
fit of all. : 5

Cost wise, it would be prohibitive for a small elub, or any
club, to contact fifty or one hundred and fifty clubs to propose one
ldea, not to mention the many suggestions and helpful knowledge
dessiminated thru a Federation and in turn thru the National Organi-
zation.

Therefore, societies and individuals, where possible, elect -
to join an organization which stimulates KNO/LEDGE and PARTICIPATION.

The amateur rockhounds of this country and those from the
rest of the world are bonded together by the Reglonal Federations
covering the specific areas Joining to form one Natlonal Organization,
THE AI"ERICAN FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES.

For a very small fee set aside from the dues you pay your
club, the club secures the many benefits for you which are offered by
the Federations.

It could be sald here that some of the Federatlions have made
provision for those individuals who, living in remote areas, find no
one with whom they can form a club; and for those persons, who, due to
illnesses and working schedules, could not participate actively in a
local group.

Encouragement is given to these people to seek membership in
The Rollin' Rock Club, made up of individuals from all parts of the
World, to secure through that group a comradship of interest thru that
elub’s publication and Federation affiliation.

BENEFITS FRCOM THE REGIONAL FEDERATION: As a member of a clubd
affiliated with a Reglonal Federation, you are entitled to and should
receive such information published by the Federation., Your officers
are responsible and should see to 1t that such information is passed
on to you. It has been found that a club bulletin is the most
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LETTER=A=ITONTH
(continued)

advantageous way of presenting such information to members as concerns
the many activities and information pursued by the Federation for the
members benefit.

As a member of a society belonging to one of the Regional
Federations you are automatically a member of the national organization,
the AIIERICAN FEDERATION CF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES.

You may purchase for a minimum charge, the emblem of the
 Regional Federation as well as the American Federation in the form of
pins or decals and have the right to wear or display such emblem,

Your Federation affillation encourages more contacts leading
to broader knowledge, wider horizons and the avallabillity of help when
needed, in your rockhound activities and studies.

Affiliated Societlies are listed in regional and nationally
printed rosters providing a means for interesting and enjoyable contacts
with individuals and clubs throughout the country. (One copy of the
Directory of your Federation 1s in the hands of your club's secretary.)
You may use such information to make contacts when on your vacations.

Through individual or affiliated membership in a Federation,
you are entitled to exhibit your collectlon of minerals, crystals,
or lapidary craftmanship in the regional and/or national competition

( either individually or as part of a2 club display) for regional and
national honors and rcgogniticn- In this connection, there is a
Uniform set of Rules compiled for your information to show you how to
set up for such shows.

The American Federation and the reglonal Federations maintain
active working committees engaged in such matters as developing
universal exhibit and judging rules, standardlzation of mineral .
nomenclature, securing and listing of program materials, and other
matters of interest and benefit to all persons engaged in the hobby.

The American Federation thru the help of the clubs belonging -
to Reglonal Federations, maintains a scholarship fund to encourage and
help students of the earth sclences obtain an education in thils
field sc they may become the future sclentists in such related subjects.

Thru the indiviual and club participation in the Federation
all members benefit.

“YOU ARE INVITED"

A11 clubs falling under the heading of "ROCKHCUND" are
encouraged to examine the advantages offered by the applicable Reglonal
Federation in whose area they operate. Secure unto therselves such
advantages.

llany clubs belong to more than one Federatlion particularly
where more than one Federation may be relatively close.

YOUR MID.EST FEDERATION

The socleties advantages and opportunities that affiliated
socleties and individual members enjoy in the IIIDWEST FEDERATIC.
are many and are listed here in brief form.

Over one hundred and thirty societles in addition to in-
dividual members are banded together for mutual benefits.

Currently, the Federation 1s not seeking afflllates from
other than the area covered by the atates of Illinois, Indiana, Towa,
Michigan, iinnesota, iilssouri, Ohio, Wisconsin and the Eastern half
of Nebracka, North Dakota and South Jakota. However, applications
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LETTER A MONTH
(Continued )

outside thls area are not disregarded. Encouragement 1s given %o
explore the advantages of thelr own areas, relative to clubs and the
Federation covering their srea. The wish to join this Federation 1s
then considered.

Sceletles and Individual members belonging to the Midwest
Federation zre affiliates of the American Federation with all privileges.

All members of the affiliated socletlies and our individual
members may wear the official Midwest Federation amnd/or American
Federation emblem as & pin on their coat or dress, or as an attachment
to thelr car by means of a decalcomania, ( these may be purchased from
tg: Fed?ration's Treasurer or thru the club secretaries for a small
charge.

ifember soclietles may use the officlal MWF or AMF emblem on
their official stationery and Bulletins and Membership cards.

Jach society and member has an opportunity to participate
in {the genarsl activities and be of service to wthers.

Affiliation will encourage socletlies and thelr members to have
nore contacts. Thls means broader knowledge, wider horizons, and the
avallabllity of experienced help when needed.

lembership cards are availadble for the club’s use,

An official Directory is sent to all member socleties, listing
the pames of the socletles,addresses of officers and time and place of
meetings as well as the Federation's officials,

Socletles and thelr members willl be encouraged to and will
develop a desire to attend and particlpate in Midwest Federation
conventions and shows. They will be entitled to enter displays and
compete ( 1f they desire ) for awards and trophies in the various shows.

The Socilety has the right to seek the privilage of holding a
Rockrama for its area. The "Rockrama" is a sub-regional show promoted
each year,

Lists or films,slldes and speakers are avallable to each
?embe{“society for club programs in the form of the "Program Planners
fanual”, .
By exchanging the club Bulletin with other clubs, new views
and ideas are made avallable to everyone who participates.

: News of soclety activities are carried regularly in the "Earth
Seience Magazine" which 1s devoted to the publication of articles related
to the earth sciences and the lapidary arts. This magazine is the
official organ of the Mldwest Federation. To have your club news related
in the magazine ( if the club is affiliated with the Midwest Federation)

send your club huylletin or the information to Bernice Rexin,3934 North
Sherman Blvd.,Milwaukee Wisconsin., The magazine 1s avallable on a

subscription basis,

There 1s a State Vice-~President assigned toc each state where
more than three member societlies exist, who 1s ready to help with
problems encountered by a soclety. (He may offer suggestions for a J
solution to problems, however determination of outcome is the soclety's
resperaibility).

the rollowing Divisions and committees have been set up by the
Federation to carry out 1ts objectives in serving the affiliated members:
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LETTER A MONT
(continued)

(1) Archeology (2) Geology (3) Lapidary (4) Mineralogy (5) Paleontoloxy
Each of these Divisions is headed by an expert in the field who 1s ready
to answer questions.
In addition, the committees established to take care of specialized
- tasks are: (1) Directory (2) Education (3) Membership (4) Nomenclature
(5) Letter a lMonth (6) Uniform Exhibit Rules (7) Program (8) Display
Cases (9) Mineral and Fossil Exchange (10) Bulletin Exchange (11) Field
Trip Coordinator (12) Rockrama (13) Conservation of Collecting Areas
(143 Operations lianual (15) Convention Committee by the Host Soclety each
¥ar and (16) Oredentials.
The work expended by the many committees and divisions is carried
on for the benefit of all members of the Federation and to cooperate
. with the American Federation in affairs of a national scope.
All of this for the small per capita cost of 25¢ computed on the
soclety’s membership roll as of Deecember 31, with a minimum of {2,50
for each society. Five cents of this is forwarded to the American
Federation for 1ts efforts on behalf of all six Federations making up
the American Federation.

REPORTS FROM OUR WEST FEDERATION DIVISION CHAIRMEN

PALEONTOLOGY = Gertrude Hannen, Chairman of the Paleontology
Division, has complled an excellent, 15 rrpge hibhliography of books and
pamphlete on geology. By request, she uas aiso iacluded some mineral
information and materials for children. A valuable part of this ;
bibliography is the 1list of publications issued by each State Geological’
Survey in the Mldwest, plus those in Tennessee, Texasr Pennsylvania,

. and ew York. A copy of this list, which is entitled "Information on
Geology of the Midwest and Elsewhere for Children, Beginners and
. Interested Adults", is being sent to each lidwest socliety.
- ARCHEOLOGY « Dan Printup, Chalrman of the Archeology Division, has
-written two very fine articles on archeology which have been published
i in Earth Selence lMagazine, the Federation's official publication.

"llethods of Dating", the first of the two articles, was published
in the April 1962 issue of Earth Sclence and the second article,

" Populating the Western Hemisphere", was printed in the October 1962

issue of Iarth Secience.
# o4 B

The lMinnesota Mineral Club has contributed $106 to the American
Federation Scholorship Foundation. The purpose of thls foundatlion is
to award scholorships to proven students in the field of the earth
science who have shown the abllity to complete college and merit
education for a master's degree. The foundation needs at least 20,000
more before it can begin to operate on a self-sufficent basis, Socletles
and individuals wishing to contribute to this worthwhile cause should
send thelr <~ r«fi»rn toRlchard Burnham, 524 Highland Ave.Upper Montclair
New Jerssy. Make checks payable to AMFS Schol arship Foundation,





