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THE PRESIDENT'S PAGE

Dear fellow rockhounds,

The club had its regular meeting at the Muny Building in February,
end from the snthusiasm, visiting and coffee drinking, I think I can say thit
this was one of the best mestings we have had for some time, The interesting
program presented by Dick Hedges must also be mentioned, His talk and beautiful
slides of his cave trips gave many an insight into another facet of this broad
hobby of curs, In fact, I think he converted some of the "above ground” rock
enthusiasts into potential cave crawlers.

I have about 50 of the small cases (12" x 14* x 1*) here at my home.
So for you that want one, you can come by and get it or I°11 hawe them at the
next meeting, They are $1.00 each. I might add, also, that the workmanship
in theee cases 1s the best we have had, thanks to Art Bloyd. Hohasalmamod
to make Wichita cases for us too, so any of you who want one let us know,

We atill do not kmow where we stand with the Internal Revemue Departs
ment, Even though we answered all of the qusstions we thought they wanted,
we s%ill recelved a letter wanting more information, This information has been
sent to them, now we hope that the next reply we receive will inform us that we
can be considered as a non.profit, tax-emsmpted, educational organizaticn.

Did you see the cases some of the club members entered in the
Linceln Hobby Show? We wsre plemsed to see the speeial recognition Ex.pres.
Virgil got on hles Cems of the Bible in the March 5 Lincoln paper. This type
of publicity will certainly help cur own show,

A field trip into eastern ITowa is under consideration for the Labor

day woekwénd, Others will be coming up soon, so come to the meetings so the
field trip commitiee will know where you want to go.

Rockspectiully yours,

Aew.

Re Do Gibszon
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MARCH 20, 1961
Regular Meeling - Muny Center, Z22nd & M Sts., 7:30 pem.

Progranm - lir. Lloyd Vance from the Nebraska Game Commission
wlll be our speaker

'COMMITTEES
ks Hospitality
Marjorie Heedick Ao O, Beckman
A, O, Beckman Mr. & Mrs. Robert Bainbwridge

Phylliz Crawford

Adeline Nolde mmgﬂ
Arthur
Junior ’bﬂ%&tz Frank Knott
aaey Gibson Jo Wo Parks
' 52w

MARCH 2k, 25 & 26

Chimney Rock Stone Age Fair
Third Annual Show
American Legion
Bayard, Nebraska

APRIL 1% = 16
Central Nebraska Rock & Mineral Scciety
Seventh Anmual Show

National Guard Armory
Hastings, Nebraska

AFRIL 22 = 23
Wichita Gem & Mineral Socilety
Eighth Annual Show
East National Guard Armory

620 N, Edgemore
Wighita, EKansas

PMEMBER -~ OCTOBER 7 & 8
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We now have the Competitive Rules and Regulations and Exhibit Entyry
Blanks for those of you who are interested in entering your hobby either at the
Rocky Mountain Federation Gem and Mineral Roundup or the Midwest Federation
Gems and Minerals Fair and 2ist Annual Convention. For the Miduwest Federation
your sntry blank nmust be in by April 30 and for the Rocky Mountain Federation
by May 10, I will have the information at our next meeting or cz2ll IV 85341,

Why not plan your vacatien so that you can attend elther, or both, of
these conventions?

JWIE 3. 10, 11, 1961

Rocky Mountain Fedeiation Gem and Minersl Roundup
Induetrial Building
Casyor, Wyoming

JUNE_ 2970 - JULY 122, 1961

Hidwest Federation Gams & Minxrals Falr & 2ist Annual Conventlon
Saginaw Couaty Fair Grounds
~ Sagimie, Michigan

LR

e ————

Bell Capse ¢ 0o ¢ ¢4 0 0000 a4 e o .$2o§0 Eress
Neck Chainse o o : 0 ¢ o o ¢ 2 o 0 0 0o @ 025 each
Koy Chalns o o .5 c s 6 406060606 e0 o0 +25 each

Complete line 7. Mexican carved onyx, animals, ete.
Stere Hours « Closad Mosay

Tueaxday, Wednesday, “tursday, Friday & Saturday « 5:00 10200 pon.
Smy e 1300 o 6360 Cefle e

EVEVYETT LAPIDART
2941 North 65th treet IN 66204
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WELCONG.

Chris Engelhart
130 Witherbee Elvd,

Rev. M, Earle McCullough
5423 YH® Street

Mrs. Dean Schipper
1420 No. 38th Street

We are happy to welcome these new members to our Club.

# & 3 56

COVIN:TON DEALER Let me order your Lapidary Bocks and maps
of rock eollecting areas.

ESTWING ROCK HAMMYERS
Let's plan that wvacation trip
to inelude special

areas.

ROUGH AND SLAB MATERTAL
CUSTOM SAWING = 16" SAW

\\ BOLA TIES - Complete or by the

plece

JEJELRY MOUNTINGS » We have a supply
on hand or I will order them for you
from my cataloge

We are agents for "THE LAPIDARY
JOURNAL® and wdll be glad to
teke your subscription.

Telephone IV 8.1619
{after 3:00 pems)

STIAMONS RENTAL & TAPTDARY SERVICE
2970 South Street
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Mrs, Norman Engelhart March 31
Ray Lambart March 23
Dr. Fo S. Lange Mareh 26
Maurice Tracy March 15

Flower of the Month . Jonguil or Daffodil

Birthstons Ancient « Jasper
Medern - Eloodstone
or Aquanmarine

Jasper - Impure chalcedony, varicolored, usually pettsrned,
opaque, vitreous to dull luster; massive with eye,
moss, dot or stripe patterns. Hardness 7.

Eloodstone - Massive vardety of jasper, dark green with red
spots, opaque, conchoidal to hackly fracture.
Havcness 7.

Aguamarine -~ Crystal variety of beryl, blue green, trans.
parsnit, vitreous luster, conchoidsl, basal cleavage.
The erystals ars prisms, often very large. Hard.
ness 8.

AV mﬂ "537 a%r:uﬁ*
%@ /:IJ bm Lapidary Equipment and Supplies
/V Choice Slabs

y Cabochons

Rough Cutting Material
ot o
Nt CLYDE BENEAMN

1711 Harwood GA 3.1163
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Deer EdIter and fRenz,

I shur was hapie thiAt you donE ask me TO rite you aBOUL how
and wHY I got to bee a rockdog. AT is hard for me to thinK BaCk
WhEn I dint pick up rockS, IN Fact before I Ever started to
scul they used to git caught between my tows btut 1 started bringin
them home rite after 1 STarted to skul cause maw put shoos on me
and that durned gravil they had on the rode kept gittin in them.

It ghur DiD hurT at first, the shoos i meen, BUt L finally got
used to tHem, That was HoW i furst gol sTaridead picldn up rocks,

I got reel serius WItH mi rock colektin beck in Cansus durin
the thurtys. In them daze THE durt woed blo from OKlihomie one
dae and thenbsck frum NEBrascie the naxt. This bloin of durt une
civered some arrie heads an i Use to pric them up when i was huntin
rabbits., Then WhEN we culd git paw out fium his rockin chair
long enugh to drive uS t¢ the canyuns vE wuld hunt fossuls and
rocks, ThIS was when 1 STartED to pick up rock to big to fit in
ny shoos. We wood FInD petryfried wud, jaspur, and cal¢idony most
of the time, In FAct, you can still find them thers.

After T was sint to collig i spent time lookin for fossuls
and artyfaks in MISury caves, an I soon met the gal I got hitched
tco, no not in the CaVes but at Colliy, I din’t find she was ine
turusted in them things to til I took her home to sho her my
rocks, I din't have any etchins to show hery; Jist rocks and fossuls.
She soon bscame a rockdog two,

: We moved a lot when we wee Furst mrriedandws USEd to looK
where evur we was for rocks, fossuli, and then we got some sea shells,
We then about 3 yars ago bout a poiishin machene, We aint got no
favordite rocks, jist as long as thiy is purty..

The kids is a chip off “he old block, as they shur lik to
Colekt two, but mosT of thims colektin is durt, tut sometimes whem they
IS out they git semething worth 1olishin, and they is real hapie then.

I hope tHis tells u hus i caMe to bs a rock hunter, Thank u
agin fur askin me to rite this rere leter to u.

See u at the next meetin

%M;fﬂ@—w

P.S. This was rit by my nw tiperiter, this is shur a good inventun,
tut it can’t polish rocks.
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MITDWEST FEDERATION'S
LETTER«A-MONTH
for March 1961

Subject: HMEMBERSHIP AND PUBLICITY
=By Dick Lake
Membership Chairman Midwest Federation

It is the pleasant duty of this committee to help all the joung and/or
unaifiliated societies in the Midwest. One problem many clubs, new and old often
have is inoreasing the group's membership., A part of this problem is plaeing the
c¢lub, its purposes and goals, before the public and the potential member. Perw
haps a few suggestions will be of value.

A society can have a membership commitiee to study the ways and means
of attracting the potential member, What attracts members? What value do they
find in the club? Are the new members quickly made part of the group? With the
answers to these and similar questions the membership committee may act. -

Working with the membership committee, a publicity commititee can tell
the club's story. Publicity releases to the newspaper, magazine, radio and TV
offices tell the story of your meetings, exhibits, shows, elections, and active
ities of your members. Den't forget the national hobby magazines. Our good
Federation Secretary, Mrs. Bernice Rexin, 393% N, Sheyman Blwd., Milwaukee 16,
Wis, is Club News Editor for Earth Sciemce.

A desk wherse visitors can learn about and apply for membership at meet-
ings or shows will bring in new members. Desks at Federation shows and Rockramas
have brought dozens of active members into the host clubs.

Publieity and members may be gained by small exhibits at the falrs and
shows of other hobby, sport or business groups., Only a few members are needed to
operate a 10x15 fool or larger exhibit with a showcase or two and an eperating
diamond saw. A saw tc open stones without charge for as many visitors as possible
will attract the attention of the news media and the public, Working lapidary
machines will attract attention at any exhibit. Publie service businesses like
banks, and sometimes the show host group, will often donate space for a good
attractive exhibit. They expect only proper oredit for their donation.

Society displays in libraries, schools, banks and other public places
can be used to obtain publicity for the e¢lub and our hobby. A small card can list
the names of members to contact for information on joining,

Your club’s growing pains are of interest to this commitiee, We are
glad to aid in finding a solution., We have much aid for these who are starting
©lubs and for the young unaffiliated societies, You may help these new groups
by telling them about this committee. Our aid will go to the leaders of any
group in the midwest whose names you may send us.

Rockeerely,
[sf Dick Lake

P. 0, Box 361
Chisholm, Minnesota
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WHAT DO YOU WANT FROM YOUR HOBBY?
Vivienne M, Dosse « Oregon Agate and Mineral Soclety

From The Midusst Godloglst

This questicn was brought out in conversation with several people at
the San Bernardine County Falr., A summary of thelr opiniens many explain the
fascination vhich this hobby exsrts upen us.

First - THE QUEST: Getting out into the mountains, deserts, cte., with 2
definite objective, nmmely « hunting minerals., Many professional men,
caught in the rapid tempo of modern 1life, find their greatest relief and
recreation in forgetting to appear smart, wolledressed and efficient, and
instead digging in the dirt, eating a 1little sand with their food, and
snjoying wind and sun, and a far horizon.

Second « THE FINDING: The thrill of receiving diroct from the hand of %the
Creator, a bit of agate, a fragment of petrified wood, a gammy crystal.

The lure of the buried ireasursr, the uncertainty of success, add axcitement
%o the discovery of your specimen.

Third - CRAFTSMANSHIP: The axercine of skill, artistic ab 1lity amd
patiencs in ereating a2 thing of beauty from intractable material, gives
satisfaction %o the ocreative instinst,

Fourth » COMPETITION: The fun of selecting what you think is your very
ba2st, and maitching it to what your fellow hobbylst has, serves as an
axcellant msans for most of us to study minerals of a hind of quality, not
otherwise available.

Fifth « LEARNING: The job of adding, bit by btit, to ons's stors of knovledsme
of the natural world. Every time 1 new mineral form is studied, the
frontiers of experience are extendod by just that much. ZEvery sunriss,
moone-riss, ¢loud formations, adde to our store of memory plctures, Hvery
bappy day spent with congenial owupanions, makes us wisar and kinder, for

it has often been brought to our attention that it is the most experienced
colleciors, the most serlous students of minaralogy, who are the most
gonerous .l understanding in their dealings with their fellow.hobbyists,

Sixth - SERVICE:s Through helring others to learn, through accepting
responsibliities requirdng loug hours of btookkeeping, letter writing,
tslephoning, serving of fcoode, leading field trips and all those other
Jobe, which keep a society functioning; you help cthers to fulfilment 4in
the fi20d of Searching, Findiig, Doing, Comparing, Learning and Servinz.

An impressive list of values, isn't it? Surely there is somsthing
here for every one of us. What do YOU want fyrom your hobby?
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JET LORE
By Lillian Miheleic

From the Midwest Geolopist

Jet is a surprising gem stone - it is mineralized vegetable matter. It
has a rich tradition and historical past that is interwoven with the lives
of the inhabitants of Europe, in partiocular, for uncounted centuries, Our
Pueblo Indians also found hidden virtues in jet.

Ornaments bearing jet inserts so contrived as to come in contact with
the skin of the wearer were discovered in a mumber of Paleclithic remains
in caves of Switgerland, Italy, Belgium, and Scotland, This indicated a
belief in the talismanic qualities of Jet that were similar to that accorded
amber. As amber was once picked up as drift pleces along the seashors, we
learn that jet too was collected in 2 similar fashion.

The favorite amulet gem of the early sea.faring adventurers was jet.
It was particularly held in high regard by the CGreek sailors of ancient
times, who as it is well known went forth in small sailing vessels on
perilous journeys to distant. shores, braving the full fury of the elements.
It was but natural that these nautical travelers should seek protsction.
To this end, they carried seven amulets, the last and most potent being of
Jet.

The soft black gem varied in iis mythicsl significance with the sex of
the wearer. For a man, it meant gravity, geod sense, constancy, and
fortitude; for a young woman no such virtues held forth, for her it meant
fickleness and foolishness, waile for married women, it was a sign of
constant love and perssverenc:., Since the planet Saturn is denoted by black,
the gem would be subject to its influence.

Many amulets of Jjset were fashioned by the early Pueblo Indians, evi-
dence that it was held in high esteem by them. In 1896, a form of a frog,
made of jet, and bearing a necklace of turquoise was found at Pueblo
Bonito.

Jet occurs in a number of places, the most noted being Whitney,
England...the source of the famous Whitney Jet. Here, it was found in
isolated lumps in the Jurassic c¢liffs. The once prosperous indusiry has
declined steadily since the 18th century. Many of ths jet articles take
the form of brooches, necklaces, rosaries, candlesticks, inkstands and
handles for walkling canes.

Other jet localities are in Spain; in Aude, France; Wurtemberg,
Bohemia; in southern Colorade; and Nova Scotia.

The intensity of the color is a medium of measure and gives rise to
the expression "jet black”, Jet is often facet-cut. Lampblack is used as
a pelishing agent upon a leather surface. Jet is friendly - it is always
warm to the touch.

* % & & *



