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THE PRESIDEN

Greetings to the Lincoln Gen and Mineral Club:
A most hearty Merry Christmas, and a Happy. Prosrerous lew Year to all of you.

It hardly seems possible that a year has come and gone, tut if one is buay,
. healthy and happy, time has a way of slipping past very quickly. It has been a good
year for us, and we are grateful, As T lock back o2 the past year I realize we had
some interesting meetings, good field trips, a family pieniec or tvo, and in September
our anmual juant to the rock beds at Crawford and Orella, Nebraska, where we find
our fairburns,

Also in September we had a Rock Show, and with a feeling of nride, I will say
a most successiul one, due to a lot of hard work fro: all of you.

We have lost a few fine members of this Club, some moving to other eities, and
statee and ag far away as Okinowa.

We have gained new members, we are happy to say, and we hops o continue to
welcome many more rock hounds and pebble pups to the Lineoln Zlub,

Our "little newspaper", the "PICK ARD SH(VEL' ms edited anl went io press
. the first time this year, in June. Please continie to read it and send in your news,
this will help keep it interesting to all.

I wish to thank all members for the fine co-operation I have recoivod from you.
lay T wish the same for my suoccessor,

lie hope to see you all at the Christmas varty, don't forget ncv, mark the date
on your czlendar. Dring a gift for the gift exchange, we will place Li under the tree.
Asoe, reanember, it's a covered dish supper, cnough for your family is all;. and until
*  then, December 19 at 6330, Iny Buildiag, where ~“he lapidary classes a‘e held -

Adios,

/8/ Vo Ay Carveth
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EATIN? MEETIN' 6'-'30 Pollle = DEC, '27;1960
Muny Center - 22nd & M Streets
We are having a covered dish supper. BEring the family, food, dishes, cups, silver.
ware ete, We wiil put the feed on the table and all eat together, as we have done
at our pienics. Coffee, cream and sugsr will be lurnished by the Club.
ELECTION OF OFF1CERS
GIFT EXCHANCE . Gems, minerals, slabs, rocks, eilc,

It would surely be nice to see all of our members af this meeling, ocur last for 1960,
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Mrs. Rebert Bainbridge December 25

Naney Gibson Decamber 19

Bruce Simen December 25

Mrs, C. Ray Waddle Dezember 6
Flover of the Month Narsissus or Hell)
Birthstone Ancient « Ruby
Medern - Turgoise
or Zireon

Ruby = A variety of Corundum, alminium sesquicxide. Ivdlliunt
red, with purple tones, Transparent. Hardness 7,

Turquois -~ This is & hydrous phesphate of aluminium and copper
which erystallises in the trielinic system, It is a
mineral of secondary origin, found in thin veins or
swall masses in recks of various types, and used «3 a
gen, The typical sky-blue coler oftem disappears when
the mineral 1s dried. Mush of the gem turquolse of old
was fossil bone of organic origin and not true turquolse,
Opaque, Hardness 6.

Zircon - A mineral in tetragonal crystals widely distributed in
igneous and sedimentary rocks, and eecurring in three forms
differing in density and eptical charseters. It varies
in ¢olor from brown te green, blue, red, golden~yellow,
while colorless zlreeons make particularly brilliant stones
when eut and pelished., In compositicn it is essentizlly
silicate of zireonium, though green specimens centain
ancrphous 2ilieca and zirxrconia, Hardness 7 » 7.25%.
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Iﬁ. Lapidary Equipment & Supplies
! Rough Cutting Material
K1 FROM Cheice Slubs
T Cabochens
%\ CLYDE BENHAM '

1741 Harwood CA 38163
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“Twas the night before Christmas
and 3ll through the house

Neot a Regxhound was stirring,
not even hils spouse,

The Pebble Pups were nesiled
all spug in their beds

With visions of a tumbler
daneing through their heads,

I erept upon tiptee
the room to survey

Ah! There was the slsb saw,
I knew it right asway.

Now left foot, now right foot
as quiet as a mouse

I put down the minerals,
my gift for the spouse,

Ve woke up next morning
and to our surprise
There ware agates and Jasper
and rocks, of all size,

¥What more could we wish for?
You guessed it, 1t's true,
A very MERRY CHEISTMAS
Te sach one ef you.
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It has been & pleasure Lo serve as the editor ¢f THE
PICK & SHOVEL since iits inception in June.

T would especially like to thank my husband for his help
as well as Marie and Virgil Carveth for their assistance
in assembling, stapling and addressing and the articles
they contributed. Others, too, have contributed poems
which we very much appreciate,

The financial centribution from Irl Everett and Clyde
Benhzm for their ads, has helped in covering a part of

the postage in mailing THE PICK & SHOVEL teo you.

The paper has been contributed by several of cur menbers which has kept our
cost of printing to a minimm,

Have you guessed who the "Crystal Glaser” is that haz been answering your
problems in some of our issues? If you haven't heard, it's John A, Lewis, John
suggests that if you have a problem, either of a comical or seriocus one, if he
doesn't know the answer, he will be glad to lock it up and publish it in his column,

. Your problem may be of interest to all of us and we can ge'n some knowledge with
yeuo How about contacting John in the very near future with some of your problems?

Frances Tracy
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MIDWEST FEDFRATION OF MINERALOGICAL AND GEOLOGICAL SOCIETIES

T0: ALl Member Societies
FROM: Floyd N. Mertenson, President MWF
SUBJECTs Earth Science Magazine

I have just received same good news Irom Mr, William H., Allaway,
Asgocinte Editor and Subscription Manager of the BARTH SCIENCE., BiAll informed
me that the December issue of the EARTH SCIENCE w.ll have eight {8) more pages
added because they have scme very geod articles which they feel simply must
be published. This is, indeed, very geod newa to Lhose of wus whe are now
subseribing. The way that the EARTH SCIENCE MAGAZ'NE is improving with each
lssue we are getting more and more for our meney. We think that we sheuld talk
it up ameng the membership se that no person will bo left out of having this
excellent magazine delivered tc his or her heme for ‘heir enjoyment,

This effert te publish a "BIGGER AND BETTER" EARTH SCIENCE
MACAZINE is a very ccmmendable ene and is worthy of cur suppert throughe
out the entire MIDWEST FEDERATION,

If sach Seciety would make a positive effoxr to send in at
least five (5) new subseriptions, I am sure that Bil, Allaway and Editor
Ben Hur Wilson would find the going a little smoothe:r financially te '
overcame the inereased cost of adding these eight im ertant pages to
this very progressive magazine, They are constantly trying te improve the
EARTH SCIENCE MAGAZINE and make it more interesting ai informative, Since
they are always beosting our MIDWEST FEDERATICH activi'ies, how abeut us
giving them a little BOOST now by getting them scme nev subseribers, I
would also like to suggest that all secieties seriousl: consider the matter of
placing donated subscripticns for their loecal schosl ard publie libraries,

Sincerely,

Flayd N. Mortensen, President
M/DWEST FEDERATTON OF MINERAL.
OGICAL AND GEOLIGICAL SOCIETIES
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MIDWEST FEDERATION'S
LETTER«-A«<MONTH
for December 1960

Subject: YOUR CLUB AND THE LOCAL SCIENCE FAIR
« By Benjamin Mouliten
Director of Mineralogy

Many of our clubs in the Midwest Federation are located in come.
munities where, in the spring of the yeur, Scierce Fairs are held to dis.
play student scisnce projects prepared in the schedls. Many of these
Selence Falre grant prizes each year donated 'y local and speclalized in-
terest groups, such as engineering groups, melical groups, ets. The prizes
‘“tﬁﬁtm uswally for exceptional particiration related to the donor's
in O8%e

In cur compunity hers, several yeurs ago the Flint Rock and Gem
(Aubk began the custom of offering two rewar’s in the fields of geology,
mineralegy, palsontology or related earth sciences, Especially, we planned
to offer the prizes in the senlor division ¢f the falr, but if ne projects
ware considered, consequently the junier exhibits were evaluated and the
awards given there., Three members of the club served as judges in the de-
temminstion of the winners of the awards. First prize consists of a $25,00
savings bond and second prize was a minerilegy beck end hammer, At 2 sub-
sequent date, the winners of the club awa'ds brought their exhibits to the
e¢lub sc that all members could see it.

It is apparent that the possibility of this award beling given
each year has stimulated more exhibits ir the field of earth sclence.
Therefore, your club, which doesnit alresdy do so, might:

7o Determine the status of the local fair,

20 Determine the ability of the club te provide and the need for
the additional awards in the interests of the organization.

3. Start early so that the losal science fair administration can
plan for the special award program.

L, Provide adequate judges tc evaluate exhibits,

Sm.rm )

Benjamin Moulton
Director of Mineralogy
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ROCKHOUND STAMPS
by
Marguerite L. Utz

From the MIDWEST GEOLOGIST, official bulletin of The Midwest Federation
of Mineralogical and Geologlcal Societies

I know that some of our olub members are also stamp collectors. In fact,
have found that very often hobbyists (the collector variety, at least) have
not one but many hobbles of a similar natures; that is, the rock and mineral
sllector may also collect stamps, posteards, buttons, and Americana of many
kinds and descriptions.

For those wvho are stamp collectors, a particularly interesting phase of the
hobby might be a topical collection of "rocichound” stamps. In recent years
topical stamp collecting has beoome very popular because with so many countries
and issues, and the passing of time, a world-wilde collection is almost an im.
possibility. So we have collections as broad in scope as biology, religion on

stamps, on down to pinpointed fopiss of unusual subjects.

While I have not made a topical eclieotion of "rockhound" stamps, I keep
ny eyes open for them and am alwaye interested in adding them to my small
collection.

In any topieal collevtion, it is up to the individual as to just how much
territory his topic may cover. For instance, in United States stamps the first
ones we would think of inecluding would be the following, with the Scott cataleg
mumber for each: The California Gold Centemnial stamps of 1948 (#954) shows a
repiroduction of Sutteris Mill at Coloma, where James Marshall’s discovery
started the rush of the Argonauts. In the upper right hand corner are a
pick and shovel crossed on vhich in superimposed a 's pan, The
California Statshood Centennial stamp of 1950 (#997) portrays a miner panning
gold. 04l derricks also show fainly in the distance, In June, 1959, a Silver
Contennial Stamp was issued (£1130) uhich reproduced an old print showing Henry
Comstock at the site of the rich silver lode. This stamp had its first day of
issue at Virginia City, Nevada.

For the collector of Indian artifacts, the Oklahoma Statehood Stamp 1957
(#1092) has the thems "Arrows to Atoms" showing an arrow as well as the symbol
of atomle energy on an outline map of the State of Oklahoma., The Indian
Centennial Stamp of 1948 ($#972) shous arrows in one of the five tribal seals,

If one includes geologlcal features, the Devils® Tower (lyoming) National
Mormment stamp of 1956 (#1084) would be high on the list. We might inelude
New Hampshire®s "Old Man of the Mountains® (#1068) issued in 1955, and the
lNatienal Parks Issues of 1934 showing the Grand Canyon, Crater Lake, Old Faithe
ful Geyser, ElL Capitan, atc.

For the rock carvers, we wuld include the Mount Rushmore National Memorial
stamp of 1952 (#1011) in the Black Hills of South Dakota, portraying the
sculptured hesds of Washington, Jeffersen, Roosevelt, and Lineoln.

-t
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ROCKHOUND STAMPS Continued

Of the foreign stamps, there are so many I will not attespt to list them
all. I have in my ¢ollection, stamps from Brazil, for petroleum ard the stesl
industry, oil wells and gold panning from Canada, the nitrate industry and
gopper nines from Chile, metal works from Hungary, tin mining from Nigeria,
salt industry in New Zealand, to name just a few,

A stamp of interast te the gem collsctors, and those particularly interested
in gem stones of the Bible, would be the one issued by Israel for the tribe of
Levi (#107), part of a complete set for the Twelve Tribes, showing the ephod.
We read a deseription of the ephod worn by Aaron in Exodus 28.15:21 describing
the four rows of stones, one for each of the Twelve Tribes. The gwm stones
vere the sardius, topaz, carbuncle, emerald, sapphire, diamond, Jlacinth, agate,
amethyst, beryl, onyx, and Jasper.

Switzerland in 1958 issued charity stemps (#B273.276) showing flourite xls,
amonite, garnet, and rock orystal. In 1959 she issusd another set which showed
agats, tourmaline xlsz, amethyst xls, and a fossilized glant salamander, An
issus scheduled for June 1960 will dqd.ct quartz, feldspar, petrifisd shell,
and asurite,

I have listed btut a tiny portion of the many stamps which have been issued,
some of which you might not include if you wers making a topical collection,
Again, you might want to make & collegtion go all inclusive as te contain any
stamps with scenie features showing rocks, voleances, and possibly including
tha chemioal industry,

Perhaps as we have spesimens of rocks, minerals, caxvings, and gems on our
cabinet shelves, an interesting addition would de a stamp covering that same
field from the country of arigin of the speeimen., This addition %o a rock
coliection eould be as interesting and informative as permitted Ly the time,
patience, and originality of the collector,

LR B 3 20 B J






