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SHow ReEcapr: WooLy’s PERSPECTIVE
By Charles Wooldridge, Show Chairman

This year our Annual Gem Show was held in conjunction
with the Annual Midwest Federation Convention. It was
wonderful to visit with old friends and meet many new ones.

Saturday was very busy with the Convention going on in a
room on the backside of the Event Center and a full house of
vendors and customers in the Ag Society Hall. Unofficial
reports indicate we had upwards of 3,000 attendees, which is
really great.

I would like to thank everyone who assisted in making it
such a wonderful experience for everyone. I would like to
especially thank the Stiles and Beer families for making it a
truly family affair. It was neat to see three generations
working hard together.

Brett had a goal to have 70 club display cases in
recognition of the Club’s 70th anniversary. We had 90!!! Not
only was the number impressive, the quality of all of them
was excellent!

The Oggs developed a poster display (Downing display)
to introduce folks to all of the activities of the club. It was
very well done and provided a new addition to the Welcome/
Club Booth area.

There are too many people who helped out to name
individually. You know who you are and I hope you know
how much the club appreciates your efforts to make the show
a success. Thank you!

Table Cover Crew (photos by John Moss)
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dollars bought a deluxe 1/2 pound burger.

Pick & Shovel

PrE-CoNVENTION/SHOW FIELD TRIP
By Charles Wooldridge

On Thursday, April 3, I led a field trip to the Fairbury
area. There were 30 participants, all from outside the state of
Nebraska. I had to limit participants to just out-of-state
persons due to the large number.

First, we stopped at the Casey's in Fairbury to reload and
unload coffee. Once we were all restored, the group
caravaned south to the only place in Nebraska where there
are dinosaur footprints. Many photographs were taken of one
of the tracks that is especially prominent.

Our next stop was the Rose Creek Clay Pit where we
found numerous selenite specimens and Ghost Shrimp
burrow fossils.

Heading west of Fairbury, a road cut provided innumeral
bi-valve fossils in limestone. It seemed there were fossils in
every piece.

The day ended with a visit to the Pioneer Inn in Gilead. It
was a time to talk about the adventures of the day, and enjoy
good food. The building was constructed of area limestone to
house the railroad workers in 1887. Today it is a small town
tavern and grill. The burgers were great and cheap. Four
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Pick & Shovel

SHOW RECAP: SHARON’S PERSPECTIVE
By Sharon Marburger

There is a picture recap of the Show on our website:
www lincolngemmineralclub.org/happenings/annual-show,
then go down to the archives and click on 2025 Annual
Show.

The club hosted the Midwest Federation at this year’s
show. All events were well attended.

It started with a field trip to the Fairbury area on Thursday
to collect minerals and fossils. It was a beautiful day for
collecting. Wooly led approximately 30 MWF people on this
trip. With such a large group. Wooly asked that club
members not attend (he will lead another trip later this year).
See Wooly’s field trip article on page 8.

Friday brought rain showers and chill air. Yankee Hill
Landscaping brought two loads of river rock and members
salted the pile as the trucks were emptied in front of Ag
Society Hall. At 2:00 p.m., the announcement was made that
the parking lot field trip was starting. Excited persons made
their way to the Nebraska Rock Pile where they found all
sorts of material found in Nebraska. Even the Federation’s
Ebear got in on the fun.

Volume 67, Issue 9: May 2025 9

ended up with 90 displays. They were fantastic! There was
also one competitive display which scored highly.

The Meet & Greet was on Friday evening. This event
allowed club members, MWF members, and dealers to gather
and chat. Eric Fritzsch spoke to the group about Minerals of
Nebraska. Complimentary snacks were provided. Thank
goodness Brett and mom, Kay, were there with backup treats.
About 20 unexpected people participated, which was fine,
but the prearranged snacks didn’t quite stretch far enough.
Thanks to the Jurgenses, no one went hungry.

Saturday
morning
began the
Federation
meetings
in the
Nebraska
Room

§ while the
& Show

‘ I started in
Ag Society
Hall.

of Attending
the

Also on Friday was Show setup. Lots of volunteers
showed up, making quick work of setup. Brett was shooting
for 70 displays in honor of the Club’s 70th birthday; we

Federation
meetings, we didn’t get to witness the numbers of people
attending the Show that day. Everyone said it was super
busy.

Saturday night was the MWF Awards Banquet. There was
plenty of food here, so people could have seconds and thirds,
if they wanted.

Sunday was Day 2 of the Show. It was unusually busy for
a Sunday. I was overjoyed that so many people turned out for
the event.

Vera has not yet tallied the results of the Show, but using
the amount of cash brought in and the count on the Square,
we estimate approximately 3,000 people attended the two-
day show!




Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club, Inc.’s 65th Annual Gem & Mineral
Show in conjunction with the Midwest Federation of Mineralogical
and Geological Societies’ Convention

Thursday, April 3

Photo by Sharon Marburger

Field trip participants

Dinosaur footprints in Nebraska Photos by Joe Johnson
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Field trip leader Wooly. Photographer unknown.




Friday, April 4 - Show Setup

o Lead table coverers Sheryl & Judith
In the beginning ...
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EBear’s display of the U.S. Postal Service
Mineral Stamps from 1974







Trailer Maintenance

Friday, April 4 - Parking Lot Field Trip

EBear hoping to find some good Nebraska material
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Friday, April 4 - Midwest Federation Meet & Greet

MINE! All mine!
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Photos by Sharon Marburger




Saturday, April 5 - Show Begins!

Fluorescent Display

Top row photos by John Moss




Demonstrators

Eric Fritzsch

Judith Bay

Tom Sawyer & spouse

Jayne Beer &Judith Bay

Connie McCartney

Photos by John Moss

Corey Beer

Ed Ridge

Knapper area

Nykky Lytle




Entry Tables

L
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Fun Photos
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Club Booth
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Juniors Booth




Saturday, April 5 - Midwest Federation Meetings

Photo by Sharon Marburger

EBear getting breakfast snacks while waiting for the meetings to start.

Photo by Joe Johnson

Welcome by LGMC President, Brett Jurgens

First Vice President Tom Barnhizer; Treasurer Steve Shimatzki
President Cheryl Neary; Secretary Donna Moore

Saturday, April 5 - Midwest Federation Banquet




Some awards given at the
banquet.

Photos by Joe Johnson

Scholarship Honorees Clyde and
Barbara Ogg with one scholarship
recipient, Megan Heins.

Photo by Donnite Stiles



Some Banquet Attendees
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Photo by Joe Johnson

Steve Shimatzki trying to figure
out how many tumbled stones
are in the jar. As Ashley
pointed out, Steve, as MWF
Treasurer, is good with
numbers. His guess was the
closest for the table. He won the
jar of stones.

Steve made a racket as he
dumped the stones onto the
table. “I hope nobody noticed!”

Photos by Ashley Boyd




Photo by Joe Johnson Some Displays at the Show
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Peoples’ Cholice [First Place
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Peoples’ Choice Third Place
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