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H Total Ioss. Dave Heffelbower (below) watches as firefighters battle a blaze that destroyed his house at 1819 Washington St.

Blaze destroys couple’s 99—year-ld house

BY ART HOVEY
Lincoln Journal Star

Wrapped in a blanket, Dave Heffelbower watched
from across the street Tuesday as firefighters tried
to save his home of the past 24 years.

But the fire, which started with an electrical short
in the laundry room, “shot up the wall” into the attic,
destroying the two-story home at 1819 Washington
St., fire inspector James Ellis said. He said the loss
totaled nearly $95,000, including $63,000 for the
99-year-old home.

Firefighters were on the scene for hours, and
smoke consumed the entire block, neighbors said.

Wilma Heffelbower had gone to work and her
64-year-old husband awoke shortly before 9 a.m. to “a
little curl of smoke coming out of (his upstairs)
bedroom floor.”

After getting up, Dave Heffelbower hurried
downstairs to check on the couple’s two cats. “1
opened a door to see if the cats were all right, and I
got a ball of fire in my face,” he said.

Heffelbower initially suspected the cats might
have knocked some paper close enough to an electric
heater to start the fire. He assumed both cats died. “I
saw one come out, and it got scared by the firemen
and went back in,” he said.

Smoke detectors on the first floor of the
1,202-square-foot house are probably what woke him,
Heffelbower later told firefighters.

Heffelbower, whose hair was singed on the right
side of his head, was treated, then released from
BryanLGH Medical Center West, Ellis said.

Next-door neighbor Judy Wilson said she heard
“frantic ringing on the door” as Heffelbower arrived
to tell her what happened.

“Just the thought of them not living here anymore
is tough,” Wilson said. “They’ve been here for so long.
They know so many people and so much stuff.”

Lincoln Journal Star reporter Jason Williams
contributed to this story.
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YommhmPukSchoollistmelmelyasMrs Velma
Bloyd explains how rocks and stones have been transformed
into beautiful pieces of jewelry. Members of the Lincoln

Gemandnﬁncnl(!lub

resmted an assembly program
Park School students Thnrsdny, Feb, 3. (SUN Staff Photo)

,

|Gem and Mineral Club Visits Park School

s The Lincoln Gem and Min-
eral club presented an hour-
long assembly program to the
upper grade students of Park
School Thursday, Feb. 3. Pre-
senting the program on behalf
of the club were Mrs. Velma
Bloyd, Mrs. Dorothy Engle:
hart and Floyd Olson.

The youngsters were present:
ed a brief talk on the proper
clothing for a “rock hound”
what to look for when going
hunting for rocks and stones
and how stones are finished
once they are obtained. Tg
assist with the program, club
members had more than 20
cases of finished gems and
stones on display, along with
tools and equipment used in
the finishing process. Much of
the equipment on display was
homemade by club members,
and all gem displays were pro-
perty of the clup.

A film and slide presenta
tion concluded the program
It gave the students a clear
picture of how a fossil is found,
dug up, how it is prepared
in the laboratory and how i
is put together in a museum,
Members of the Gem and Min-
eral club assisted with the
restoration of the dinosaur fos

sil discovered near Valparaiso
and the film and slide program
was based on this experience
featuring club members anc
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GII"I‘SPRE_}SI'NT@. .. At the end of the demonstration, gifts were presented to the
men attending the program. Shown are (from left) Elmer Riley, Jerrold Kohn, Lynn
Wells and Chester Bagg. (SUN Photo by James Buttke.)

STONE POLISHER . . . Watching the stone polishing being done by Harry T. Gragg

are: (from left) Howard Taylor, Arnold Wiswell, Maynard Rott, Richard Boykin and
Neear Snath  (STIN Photo bv James Buttke.) A

A collection of rocks and
Lincoln Gem and Mineral
club members went to the
Veterans hospital.

The purpose of doing this
was to demonstrate to the
patients the process that a
stone goes through from the
time it is found until it is
ready to be sold as a finished
item. Club members cut,
ground, polished, and tum-
bled the rocks for the inter-
ested men.

At the end of the demon-
stration each onlooker was

ted with a “fidget-
stone,” a small, polished stone
which one manipulates in his
fingers. Several of the pa-
tients watching the process
were so fascinated that they
spoke of taking up rock work
as a new hobby.
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Although the members are
anxious to inform others
about their work, the ex-
treme weight and clumsiness
of their machinery makes
frequent trips impractical.
They have done shows for
schools and other interested
organizations upon request,
however. 5

The club was organized in
1955 and incorporated in 1959.
According to Mrs. Bobbi Al-
len, a member of the club, it
is open to all who are inter-
ested in gaini

about 125
and several jumior members.

Activities of the group in-
clude field trips and instrue-
tion in new methods of fin-

|Demonstrate Stone Working

ishing stones. The group also
does some fossil work.
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'Hounds learn from their rocks

Arock is a rock is a rock —
or is it? To the rockhounds of
the Lincoln Gem and Mineral
club a rock represents a key
to another world. Within it

may be the knowledge of the

universe or the “‘ugly” rock
can be transformed into an
item of beauty such as
jewelry.

Curiosity about what the
world and the intrigue of
discovenng what kind of

— _4-“"‘[‘-3& are %gl mé%%s%ﬁa

“minerals is

rockhounds in their search
for rocks, said Larry Bigley,
president of the club.

Bigley said he -classifies
rocks in four categories to
help him identify and study
them. -

The first class is the
ordinary kind of rocks seen
everyday, such as agates,
sandstones and limestones,
he said.

Semi-precious stones such
as turquoise and precious
stones such as diamonds and
opals make up the next two
classes, Bigley said.

The last class consists of
minerals. He noted some
gems are cut from minerals.
Another way to dlfferent:-

they are used, according to
Mrs. Lois Everett, club
historian.
Various purposes

Gems are wusually cut,
polished and faceted into
stones for jewelry or other
artistic pieces while minerals
are usually used for collec-
tion and show purposes.

The club started in 1955
when Irl Everett decided to
see if there were any other

interested rockhounds in
Lincoln.
Mrs.  Everctt said her

husband started collecting
minerals when they took the
children to a museum and one
of them spotted a mineral kit
he wanted.

“Irl then started hunting
fossilized coral from Weeping
Water,”” Mrs. Everett said.

eway' in which

Examining some of the rocks and minerals in the
Everett’s lapidary show are (from left): Larry Bigley,
John Harrison, Irl C. Evereft, and Lois Everett. (SUN
Photo by James Buttke).

To find out whether there
were other people interested
in his hobby, he went to the
library and looked up the
names of people who had
checked out books on gems
and minerals, she said.

Increasing membership

Eleven members formed
the Lincoln Gem and Mineral

_club. ig - 195! Mrs,
verett ince en, the
membm'shlp has increased to

152 members, including 27
junior members.

Four of the original
members — Irl Everett,
Marice and Frances Tracy
and Clyde Benham — are still
with the club, she said.

The purpose of the club is to
study, promote an interest in,
and disseminate knowledge
of lapidary (cutting, polish-
ing, or engraving gems) and
various earth sciences includ-
ing but not necessarily
limited to geology, paleontol-
ogy (study of fossils and
ancient life forms) and
mineralogy, according to
Bigley.

“We also provide education
in these fields to members of
the club, the general public
and youth and student
groups,” he said.

Annual show

An annual indoor show is
held in Lincoln where club
members exhibit their dis-
plays, explained Mrs. Ever-
ett. This year’s show will be
held March 26 and 27, at the
new state fair agricultural
hall.

Bigley said members of the
club find their rocks through
rock hunts, swaps-with other
people, and wholesalers.
Some members of the club,
like Irl and Lois Everett,
have their own private shops.

Some of the minerals
Rigley said that can be found
within a 50 mile radius of
Lincoln are: Calcites, py-
rites, selenites and barites.

Lake Superior agates,
cherts, flint and horned coral,
a fossil which can be cut,
polished and carved can also
be found in the eastern part of
Nebraska, Bigley said.

" stantly being plowed up and

washed ashore in streams,
said Bigley. He said people
who discover such artifacts
should notify geologists at the
University of Nebraska so
they can be preserved, dated,
and cataloged so researchers
can determine which tribes
they belonged to and the
history of the culture in
question.

Bigley, who said he likes to
collect minerals and cut and
facet rocks and gems, said

there are a variety of

different hobbies and aspects
of rocks and minerals that
are collected and studied by
club members.

For example, Mrs. Everett
said she enjoys collecting
‘Mexican agates,
work and finishing stones
that have natural scenes
within them while her
husband likes collecting

minerals best.

Anyone who is interested in
collecting rocks may join the
club as long as they have
someone in the club to
sponsor them, Bigley said.

lapidary -
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. Rock Fans to Display
$2,000 Diamond ‘Find’

One of the most interesting
displays to be found at the
Lincoln Gem and Mineral club
show Sept. 20 and 30 is a
$2,000 uncut diamond found in
a field in Arkansas by the

Howard Taylor family of 910
New Hampshire.

The Taylor family, which in-
cludes two children—Jim, 15,
and Susan, 9, — and their
grandfather Jacob Frick, Sr.,
vacationed last summer in
Arkansas and Texas on a rock
hunting expedition.

A favorite site for many
rock collectors of the South is
the Crater of Diamonds at
Murfreesboro, Ark. The crater
is a piece of land owned by
Howard A. Miller of Murfrees-
boro, who charges $1.50 for the
right to hunt for diamonds all
day. It is the only place in the
United States where diamonds
are found.

It was at this crater that
the Taylors found their 48-
sided brown diamond which,
at about the size of a pea, is
valued at $2,000. The largest
diamond ever found at the
crater is the “Star of Arkan-
sos” valued at $85,000.

The Taylors have been mem-
bers of the Lincoln Gem and
Mineral club for about two
years and have one of the fin-
est “rock hound” collections in
the ecity. Taylor has cutting
and polishing equipment in
his basement and turns many
rough rocks into gem displays.

The annual gem show, ex-
pected to draw hundreds of
rock and gem fanciers and col-
lectors from all parts of the
Midwest, will be held at the
National Guard Armory, 1776
No. 10th, from 10 am. to 9
p.m. on the 29th and 30th.

Besides the many gem dis-
plays, there will be cutting
and polishing demonstrations
for the novice gem fans. Presi-
dent of the Lincoln club is

John Lewis of 6225 Judson.

i S

Jim Taylor, 15, a Lincoln high student, points to the pea-sized $2,000 diamond which
will be shown at the Gem and Mineral club show. (SUN Staff Photo)
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