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FIELD TRIP TO HUTCHINSON, KANSAS & JET, OKLAHOMA

By Sharon Marburger
MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND, MAY 29 - 31, 2010.

Jim and | headed out around 4:15 p.m. on Friday,
May 28. The trip from Lincoln, Nebraska to
Hutchinson, Kansas is about 250 miles. Since no other
LGMC club members were able to make the trip, we
chose to take our time and not keep to a schedule. We
decided to stop and spend the night in the City Park in
Minneapolis, Kansas. It was a beautiful spot and the
bad weather did not find us.

Early
Saturday
morning
found us
moseying
down a
county road to
Rock  City,
Kansas. Here, we found huge concretions that looked
totally out of place. Who would have suspected one
could find rocks like this out on the open prairie?

I selected this
rock, but Jim
didn’t think it
would fit in the
back of the van.

We drove the remaining distance to Hutchinson,
arriving at the Kansas Underground Salt Museum at
8:55 a.m., just in time for the first tour of the day.

The Museum itself is 650 feet beneath the visitors’
center. Visitors are required to follow the same safety
procedures as the miners, although the working mine
is two miles away. A short safety video was presented
after which we were outfitted with our personal rescue

devices and hard hats. The
personal rescue device is a mini
oxygen canister that is supposed
to provide enough breathable air
to allow one to escape the mine
should the unthinkable happen.

I was somewhat hesitant to do this tour,

especially when they crammed us like

sardines into the elevator to make the
descent to the museum. There were two elevator cars,
stacked. The first group of 15 people entered the car,
then it lifted enough to load the bottom car with 15
more people. Then began the descent. | am somewhat
claustrophobic, so it was an internal challenge for me -
being jammed in a small space packed with people,
which space then proceeded to go pitch black, with not
a speck of light!! They tell me the descent took only
90 seconds ... .
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FIELD TRIP TO HUTCHINSON, KANSAS & JET, OKLAHOMA - CONT.

Tour guides tell the
history of the underground
museum, which includes
mining, transportation,
equipment, and geology

exhibits.
All equipment
and  machinery
mu st b e

dismantled before

it is lowered into

the mine. Once

there, it IS

reconstructed, but

it never looks the

same as it did above ground. And, nothing is ever
taken back up for disposal.

We took the Dark Ride which is a guided tour on a
tram into an undeveloped portion of the mine. Several
geologic formations and anomalies were highlighted
and we also had the opportunity to collect a souvenir
piece of salt. The whole tour took about 1% hours.

The museum also
includes an exhibit
about Underground
Vaults & Storage. The
mine is a constant 69
degrees and the
humidity never changes,
making it the perfect
environment for storing
valuable items.  The
movie industry is the
largest single “client” of
the underground vaults,
and several authentic
movie costumes were on
loan from Sony and Warner Bros.

Since no one else was with us, we decided to leave
the Kansas Cosmosphere and Space Center tour for
another trip. Instead, we took the scenic route to
Cherokee, Oklahoma. After driving all the way
around Salt Plains National Wildlife Refuge, we ended
up at the Cherokee RV Park. We were later grateful

for this decision, when the severe thunderstorms came
through Sunday evening and hammered the state park.
We never even saw a drop of rain!

We were up before
dawn on Sunday, as
the selenite dig area is
open from sunrise to
sunset.  We arrived
about 20 minutes after
sunrise to a totally
deserted dig area. It
was an awesome sight.
You drive through typical Kansas prairie and
farmland, then go around a corner into a barren
wasteland.

We had the place
to ourselves until
about 9:00 a.m. It
was easy digging
and using the
garden sprayer to
uncover  crystals
worked very
nicely.
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Shortly after 9:00 a.m., our friends from the Denver Gem & Mineral Guild joined up with us. There were eight
Denver members at the dig site while we were there.

The temperature was quite comfortable, with a
nice breeze blowing, until about 11:00 a.m. The
breeze died down and it was HOT!! With
thunderstorms expected that afternoon, the humidity
was also quite high. Jim and | decided shortly
thereafter to pack it up and return to camp.

As we were leaving, we marveled at the number of
people who had arrived while we were busy with our
noses in holes in the ground. We counted 45 vehicles,
most of which contained families. It was amazing
how the desolateness was transformed into a “mini

city”.  This picture of an unknown family is
representative of those who spent the day on the salt
flats.

The return trip home was uneventful. We had a
great time and were sorry it couldn’t have been shared
with some of our LGMC friends.
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