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In Memory of
Mark Awakuni-Swetland

Mark loved nature. He was always out
and about, searching for the next thing
that Mother Earth would give him. He
liked to collect small animal bones and
would create art with them. He would

polish shells and work with rocks that

sparked his fancy. Mark loved to share his knowledge with whoever would listen.
Even during the times he was undergoing chemotherapy, Mark would find the
strength to attend club events and share his love of the earth. Mark was an educator,
and he is missed by those whose lives were enriched by knowing him.













ALL-AMERICAN CLUB “Yearbook” AWARD - For Year 2015
SECTION 1 - CLUB INFORMATION (NO POINTS AWARDED)

Club Name & Address: Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club, Inc.

P.O. Box 5342, Lincoln, NE 68505

Date organized: January 15, 1955 Federation affiliation: Midwest

Number of members: Adults: 74 Honorary/Life: 3 Juniors: 15

[Don’t combine Honorary/Life with total adults]

Meeting Place: Bethany Park Shelter House

64" and Vine Streets, Lincoln, NE

(Include city, state)

Person filling out form: Name: Sharon Marburger, Historian

Address: 334 Locust, Box 64

City: Hickman State: NE Zip: 68372

Phone: 402.792.2348 E-mail: Igmc.editor@windstream.net

Mission or purpose of the club: The purpose of this corporation shall be to study, promote an

interest in, and disseminate knowledge of lapidary and various Earth Sciences including but not necessarily

limited to Geology, Paleontology and Mineralogy. It shall be a particular purpose of the corporation to

provide education in these fields to its members and the general public, especially to youth and student

groups.




SECTION 2 - SERVICE TO MEMBERS OR GUESTS (30+ POINTS POSSIBLE)

General Meetings:
Number of meetings 8  Average Attendance 24 Guests 3  Door Prizes Yes No X

(2a) Programs: *Include a separate list of programs for the year, including topic, speaker, etc.

Board Meetings:  Number of meetings: 9 Average attendance: 8 Guests: 2

(2b) Officers: *Include a separate list of officers, directors, and committee chairmen.

(2c) Junior Meetings:  Number of meetings: 9 Average attendance: 7 Guests: 2
Adult leader(s): Susy McMahan, Carolyn Ashmore

Bonus: Separate junior workshops or events
other than meetings?

(2d) Special Group Meetings (Established groups): Number attending:

Cabbing Tumbling Carving Flint Knapping
Faceting Metal-working/metalsmith Beading
Mineral study Fossil study Intarsia Jewelry making
Other:  Monthly Rock Party — all fields studied (Avg. 12 attendance) [Indicate type.]
(2e) Social Events: Number attending: ~ Picnic 10 Banquet Holiday dinner 44

Other (Describe):  Pizza Supper (following Rock Swap) - 28

(2f) Show Yes X No Date(s) April 4-5, 2015

Dealers: Yes X No # 13 Demonstrators: Yes X No # 11
Members working at show: # 24 Members attending: # 56

Member Displays: # 33 Junior Displays: # 4

Competitive Display Entry? Yes No X #

(2g)Swap Yes X No Date(s): January 24, 2015

Dealers: Yes X No Number of Swappers: 12

Number of members attending: 37 Number of members working: 14

(2h) Special Features: Club library: Yes X No Number of books: ~150

Yearbook committee or Website Committee ~ Sharon Marburger (Yearbook);
Jim & Sharon Marburger (Web)

(2i) Field Trips: Yes X No Number of trips in field: 2
Other clubs invited? Yes X No Non-members allowed? Yes X No
Workshop: Yes No X

*Include a separate list of workshops.

(2J) Club maintains an active Website: Yes X No  URL www.lincolngemmineralclub.org

Traveling club display (For other club shows, youth groups, schools, etc.): Yes X No



SECTION 3 - PUBLICATIONS AND PUBLICITY (15 POINTS POSSIBLE)

Bulletin: Yes X No Bulletin name: Pick & Shovel

Editor’s name: Sharon Marburger

Club Website: ~ Show information posted: Yes X No
Meeting information posted: Yes X No

Workshop information posted: Yes N/A No

Meeting notices posted in public places: Yes  No X Where?

(3c) Meeting notices published in local media: Yes ~ No X Where?

(3d) Show and Swap fliers posted in public places: Yes X No

Where? Ken’s Kegs; Barberettes; Russ’ Markets lunch rooms; Grafton & Assoc.; Peoples
Choice Credit Union; Cotner Barber Shop; City Parks & Recreation; Lancaster Event
Center; Hair Biz; Wild Bird Habitat; Westlake Hardware; Lincoln Industries; GTE
Industries; Michael Tish Jewelers; Print Works; Comfort Suites; Capital Cigar Shop;
Arby’s; Ben Franklin; Farmers Insurance Agency; Eyes of the World; Bodhe
Imports; Euforia; Meadowlark Coffee; Haymarket; Norfolk, NE businesses; Auburn,
NE businesses; Humboldt, NE businesses; Elk Creek, NE businesses; local
restaurants; local motels; post office branches; local hospitals; hobby classes; local
colleges and universities; local businesses; Lincoln Association for Traditional Art
concerts; social networking sites; State Office Building, Lincoln Chamber of
Commerce publication, Nebraska tourism

Show information published in local media: Yes X No Where?

Prime Time; Neighborhood Extra; The Voice newspaper; Buy Lincoln magazine; Nebraska Life

Magazine; Kids’ Life; American Classifieds

Free or paid ads on TV or radio:  Meeting notices:  Yes No X

Show information: Yes X No

Copies of supporting material to include in report: 1) fliers; 2) media articles about the club activities;
3) show ads; 4) show or meeting notices from newspapers; 5) articles copied from club newsletter; 6)
screens shots from web; 7) other.



SECTION 4 - SUPPORT FOR REGIONAL FEDERATIONS, AFMS AND OTHER CLUBS
(20+ POINTS POSSIBLE)

(4a) Members served as Federation Officers, Committee Chairs or committee members:

Regional federation: Yes X No (*Include a separate list of members serving.)

AFMS:  Yes  No X  (*Include a separate list of members serving.)

4(b) Members attended a Federation convention or show:

Regional Federation: Yes X No #. 4 AFMS: Yes X No #: 2

(4c) Members supported Federation scholarships or endowment funds:

AFMS: Scholarship fund: Yes No X Endowmentfund: Yes X No 2

(4d) Other support for regional federations? (explain) Advertising in Pick & Shovel

Members gave programs for other clubs:  Yes No X  *Include a separate list of programs.
Members attended other club shows, swaps, etc.: Yes X No

(4e) Members held joint field trips with other clubs:  Yes No X

Members displayed/demonstrated at other club shows: Yes X No

(4f) Club exchanged bulletins with other clubs: Yes X No *Include a separate list.
Bulletin Editor is a member of S.C.R.1.B.E. Yes X No

Supporting material should include lists of all the above persons, positions, etc, and could include
pictures, copies of certificates, reports printed in club newsletter, thank-you notes,etc.



SECTION 5- COMMUNITY RELATIONS (15 POINTS POSSIBLE)

(5a) Members gave talks or demonstrations at local schools: Yes X No
*Include a separate list of those given.

(5b) Members gave talks or demonstrations to local groups: Yes X No
*Include a separate list of those given.

Members maintained displays at local public sites: Yes No X
*Include a separate list of sites.

(5¢) Members maintained a booth, or an activity, at a local event: Yes X No

*Include a separate list of events.

Members donated materials to school, nursing home, etc.: Yes No X

Members active in local affairs: Yes No X

Supporting material for the above should provide details for these items, and could include pictures,
thank you cards, letters and certificates of appreciation, reports from club newsletter, etc.



SECTION 6 - GOVERNMENT AGENCY AND LEGISLATIVE RELATIONS (10 POINTS
POSSIBLE)

Members served on governmental agency committees: Yes No X
*Include a separate list of those who served.

Members provided comments on governmental agency proposals, etc.: Yes No X
*Include a separate list of proposals and participants.

Members contacted congressional representatives regarding
legislation affecting access to sites, and collecting from same: Yes  No X
*Include a separate list of representatives contacted and legislation.

Club members supported access/collecting lobbying organizations Yes X No
*Include a separate list of organization(s).
Bonus: Club is member of ALAA: X  Yes

Supporting materials should include details for all of the above items, reports from club newsletter,
and should include copies of correspondence.

SECTION 7 - OVERALL FORMAT AND PRESENTATION (10 POINTS POSSIBLE)

This section evaluates the entry on neatness, organization, grammar, spelling, and overall presentation
of material.

SCORING AND AWARDS

Gold All-American Club Award: 90 - 100 points (average of three)
Silver All-American Club Award: 80 - 89 points (average of three)
Bronze All-American Club Award: 70 - 79 points (average of three)
Honorable Mention: Less 70 points (average of three)






SECTION 2 - SERVICE TO MEMBERS OR GUESTS
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1. Crawford, Nebraska, Labor Day Weekend
2. River Hunting, Southeast Nebraska, September 27, 2015
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List of Members

AKkins, Pat & Nancy
6625 Burlington Ave.
Lincoln, NE 68507

Anderson, Barbara
1507 Sycamore St.
Bellevue, NE 68005

Anson, Judy L.
3430 N. 66th St.
Lincoln, NE 68507
jlleick@msn.com

Ashmore, Philip & Carolyn
3436 N. 48th

Lincoln, NE 68504
saturnl_101@hotmail.com
Jayden Eno

Mia Eno

Atkins, Jim

3028 S. 35th St.
Lincoln, NE 68506
jna@inetnebr.com

Bachle, Charles
27186 Outer Rd.
Rock Port, MO 64482

Balliet, Norman

2022 26th St.

Central City, NE 68826
stonwood@cablene.com

Barnhardt, Jackie &
Wooldridge, Charles
6115 Huntington
Lincoln, NE 68507
jacquelinebarnhardt@gmail.com

charles.wooldridge@nebraska.gov

402.476.9210

cell: 402.310.3307

402.465.8432

402.325.8878

402.483.1610

660.744.6137

308.946.3231

402.435.1973
402.325.8849

Wooly’s cell: 402.416.3233

Bay, Judith

3117 S. 16th St.
Lincoln, NE 68502
jbay@neb.rr.com

Beer, Brian & Jayne
5215 Wilshire Blvd.
Lincoln, NE 68504
jbeer60070@aol.com

Beer, Corey
5215 Wilshire Blvd.
Lincoln, NE 68504

Burkhart, Carrie

2924 N. 57th

Lincoln, NE 68507
twistedtrouble571@yahoo.com

Collamore, Bruce &
Schleiger, Sharon

636 S. 27th St., Apt. 3
Lincoln, NE 68510
schleigersharon@yahoo.com

Cropp, Robert (Rowdy)
2949 N. 65th St. (68507)
P.O. Box 29333 (68529)
Lincoln, NE
rowdycr@hotmail.com

Dougherty, Martin & Linda
2910 W. Bingham Blvd.
Paulden, AZ 86334
goodtooogo@verizon.net
katalinda@verizon.net

Dvorak, Edward & Patricia
P.O. Box 94

Dorchester, NE 68343
ed20649@windstream.net

Jayne’s cell:

cell:

402.423.7058

402.466.6628

402.890.3307

402.466.6628

402.309.6604

402.326.7494

402.440.0863

562.822.1586

402.946.3041



List of Members - continued

Ebner, Cindy
1845 Perkins Blvd.
Lincoln, NE 68502

Ford, Greg & Annette
6701 SW 45th St.
Lincoln, NE 68523

Goldsby, Rikki
1102 S. 31st St.
Lincoln, NE 68510
Ruby

Grimit, Bob & Patricia
2626 S. 24th St.
Lincoln, NE 68502

Guenter, Linda

3940 W Street

Lincoln, NE 68503
ljguenter@hotmail.com

vy
Logan

Jensen, Kenneth & Sharon
665 Highway 58

St. Libory, NE 68872
jensenest@hamilton.net

Jurgens, Brett

11306 Raleigh Dr.
Omaha, NE 68164
quartz89@aol.com

Kemper, Steve &
Mattson, Barbara
13961 Hillsborough Dr.
Omaha, NE 68164
babsnsteve@cox.net
Julienne

Vienne

402.742.6633

402.560.2332

402.435.3334

402.464.8960

308.687.6482

402.850.3256

402.451.7632

Lieb, Richard
5029 Prince Rd.
Lincoln, NE 68516

T Lyman, Vera

420 N. 56th St.
Lincoln, NE 68504
Ellie

Marburger, T James & Sharon
334 Locust, Box 64 Jim’s cell:
Hickman, NE 68372 Sharon’s cell:

jm24122@windstream.net
Igmc.editor@windstream.net

McCartney, Connie
1616 S. Lincoln Ave.
Grand Island, NE 68801

McMahan, Susy

5636 Greenwood St.
Lincoln, NE 68507
blueriverstones@gmail.com
Elayna

McVay, Fred & Judy
6724 S. 41st St.
Lincoln, NE 68516
fmcvay@twc.com

Meisinger, Charles & Kathy
207 Taylor Park Dr.
Lincoln, NE 68510

Messenger, Charles & Karen

129 County Road 1200 Karen’s cell:

Dorchester, NE 68343
kamessenger@hotmail.com

Mulinex, Gene
137 S. Michigan Ave.
York, NE 68467

402.421.3738

402.464.6089

402.792.2348
402.430.6703
402.429.3323

308.384.0129

402.464.0065

402.421.6724

402.483.5199

402.946.2281
402.432.1767

402.362.3593



List of Members - continued

Nielsen, Brad 402.802.2622
9114 Summit St.
Omaha, NE 68122

bradnielsenl@gmail.com

Null, Jim

14527 Charles St.
Omaha, NE 68154
agatejim@hotmail.com

402.416.1024

Pabian, Howell 402.483.6994
5301 X St.

Lincoln, NE 68505

Peterson, Richard & Francisca 402.489.2996
2720 S. 74th St.

Lincoln, NE 68506

padr20@yahoo.com

Ray, Bill & Janis

763 E. 2nd St., Box 467
Hickman, NE 68372
weray@windstream.net

402.792.2702
cell 402.432.8164

t Ridge, Edward 402.477.8469
2507 A St.

Lincoln, NE 68502

T Rockel, William & t Shirley 402.464.3059

1134 W. Avon Ln.
Lincoln, NE 68505
Stewart, Aulden 402.483.1044
3028 Cable Ave.

Lincoln, NE 68502-3229
mmstewart@inebraska.com

402.861.0171
cell: 402.680.4051

Sturges, Bruce

15915 Josephine

Omaha, NE 68136
www.thefinestthings.com

Suhr, Brian & Breanna
3410 N. 48th St.
Lincoln, NE 68504
breannasuhr@aol.com
Sarah

Taylor

Syslo, Greg & Betty Selby-
8705 S. 36th St.

Bellevue, NE 68147
syslo@msn.com

Tiedje, Andrew L.

114 Chestnut, Box 185
Hickman, NE 68372
andrewtiedje@yahoo.com

VanButsel, Noah & Janette
1725 S. 26th St.
Lincoln, NE 68502

Williams, Bob

7008 Eagle Dr.

Lincoln, NE 68507
rmcmahan78@gmail.com
lan

Worley, John
14422 S. Chalet Dr.
Olathe, KS 66062-2529

Zarins, Andy

1130 H St. #701
Lincoln, NE 68508
azarins2@comcast.net

t = Life Membership

402.309.3912

402.731.1391
cell: 402.250.4108

cell: 402.219.2323

402.477.8600

cell: 402.310.6718

913.829.0658

410.370.5783



Section 2a

Programs



SECTION 2a - SERVICE TO MEMBERS OR GUESTS - PROGRAMS

January Annual Swap No program due to a full
afternoon of swapping and
Silent Auction

February What’s Under That Rock? Dennis Ferraro, UNL
Herpetologist Professor

March Ancient Peoples of Nebraska Kevin Hammond, Nebraska
Archeological Society

April Video

May Knapping Scott Reichart

September Rhodochrosite: Red Treasure of the Video

Rockies

October Rockhounding in Idaho Video

November Annual Elections

December Christmas Party Rock Bingo, where

everyone wins at least one
hobby-related prize




Red Outline - Section 2a

Programs

Blue Outline - Section 2c




Red Outline - Section 2a

Programs

Blue Outline - Section 2c

and Mineralogy. It shall be a particular purpose of the corporation to provide education in these fields
to its members and the general public, especially to youth and student groups.

2015 Meetings and Activities
Board

Wed., May 6
(The Jewelry Connection)

Wed., Sep 2
(Gere Library)

Wed., Sep 30 (October)
(Gere Library)
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Regular monthly meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. at the Bethany Park
Shelter House. Youth activities begin at 6:00 p.m.

GENERAL MEETING
Thursday, April 16, 2015

Program: Video

MINERAL MONKEYS
Thursday, April 16, 2015

Lesson: Finishing Stone Age
Tools & Art




Red Outline - Section 2a

Programs

Blue Outline - Section 2¢




Red Outline - Section 2a

Programs

Blue Outline - Section 2¢




There 1s never a program at the December meeting. It
is the Chnistmas Party. Tradition mandates we play
“Rock Bingo™, a fun and exciting game where
everyone wins a prize!

There is usually a nice selection of specimens for
prizes. Sometimes a non-hobby item gets donated as a
prize, and it gets as much attention as the other prizes.
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Section 2b

Officers, Directors,

Committees



Officers, Directors, Committee Chairs

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President
Ed Dvorak, 402.946.3041
ed20649@windstream.net

1 Vice-President
Jayne Beer, 402.890.3307
JBeer60070@aol.com

2" Vice-President
Charles Wooldridge, 402.416.3233
charles.wooldridge@nebraska.gov

Treasurer
Vera Lyman, 402.464.6089

Secretary
Pat Dvorak, 402.946.3041

ed20649@windstream.net

Board Member
Carolyn Ashmore, 402.325.8878
saturnl_101@hotmail.com

Board Member
Richard Peterson, 402.489.2996
padr20@yahoo.com

Board Member
Susy McMahan, 402.464.0065
blueriverjewelry@neb.rr.com

Board Member
Sharon Marburger, 402.792.2348
Igmc.editor@windstream.net

STANDING COMMITTEES CHAIRMEN

Audit

Christmas Party

Education / Librarian
Facebook

Field Trips

Geology Day Coordinator
Grinding Party Coordinator
Historian

Legislative Liaison
Membership Record

MWF Liaison

Newsletter

Programs

Property

Refreshments / Door Prizes
Roadside Clean-up
Scholarship

Show—2016

Ed Dvorak
James Marburger
Roger Pittard

Edward Ridge
Charles Wooldridge
Andrew Tiedje
James Marburger
Charles Wooldridge
Charles Wooldridge
Sharon Marburger
Susy McMahan
Edward Ridge

Vera Lyman
Sharon Marburger
Jayne Beer

James Marburger
Vera Lyman

James Marburger
Vera Lyman

Ed Dvorak

LONG RANGE PLANNING &
By-LAws COMMITTEE

NOMINATING COMMITTEE

Jim Marburger, Chairman

1 year: Brad Nielsen
Roger Pittard

2 years: Vera Lyman
Edward Ridge

3 years: Robert Grimit
Sharon Marburger

Jim Marburger, Chairman

1 year:

2 years:

3 years:

Vera Lyman
Ed Dvorak

Edward Ridge
Robert Cropp

Charles Wooldridge




Section 2cC

Youth Group



Youth Group

Pick & Shovel Pick & Shovel
Volume 57, Issue 5: January 2015 Volume 57, Issue 6: February 2015
Page 6 Page 6

MINERAL MONKEYS
by Carolyn Ashmore

Hello Again Juniors:

WOW! Two snow days in one week! That’s
awesome! | hope you all had a chance to enjoy your
extra time out of school and have fun in the fluffy
white stuff.

Our February meeting will be on unit #14, Stone
Age Tools and Art. We will be starting our Navajo
Sand Art project this month, so bring vour cardboard
drawings back, and remember the colors we will be
using are red, blue, green, and yellow, with the white
background. We will finish, seal, and frame them at
our March meeting, so we can have them ready to
display at our booth at the show.

For those of you who just forgot, or I just gave you
the papers at the last meeting, bring your reports back
on the Famous Craters, and the paper on identifying
our Solar System so we can finish up this unit.

JUST A REMINDER
Pick & Shovel Thursday, March 5this Science Fair. We need to be
Volume 57, Issue 5: January 2015 there at 4:00 to set up. I will take everything we need

Page 5 to do our gem dig. We’rte usually there only 4 hours. [
want to say thank you to the juniors and their parents
and grandparents for volunteering again this year.
What a great way to reach out in our community, and
share our hobby with others.

Susy will be having shoulder surgery this month, so
she won’t be with us at this month’s meeting, or the
Science Fair. We all will muss her, and we want to
wish her a speedy recovery!!!!

ROCK ON MY SNOWY FRIENDS!




Youth Group

MINERAL MONKEYS

by Carolyn Ashmore

Hello Again Rockhounds,

What a wonderful time we had at the Science Fair
this year. There were over 800 in attendance and we
got busy fast. I hope everyone had as much fun as I
did. At this year’s Science Fair, I had the opportunity
to observe and listen to all of you, working and
educating the public together, and having fun doing it.
It felt great watching this well-oiled machine at work.
I was sitting at the sideline a lot this year due to
mursing a couple broken toes, but [ want to express my
gratitude to all of yvou. We all had a blast!!!
I have said this many, many times, YOU ALL ARE
AWESOME!!

This month’s lesson will be to finish up our sand
art projects, and getting them sealed and framed for
the show. With the Show coming up fast, and after
talking to others about this, we decided we need a
JUNIOR SHOW VOLUNTEERS sign-up sheet for
that weekend. That way, no one person has to feel
like they have to be there the entire time, and everyone

can pick and choose which days and times work best
frr tham that Tactar srraalr-and Tha cion 111 chaat sonll

Pick & Shovel
Volume 57, Issue 7: March 2015
Page 4

Pick & Shovel
Volume 57, Issue 9: May 2015
Page 9

MINERAL MONKEYS
by Carolyn Ashmore

Hello again, Juniors.

This last meeting before summer break will be on
Unit 14.1, Stone Age Tools. This last lesson completes
our Stone Age Tools and Art unit. We’ll take a closer
look at certain rocks and how they were used by stone
age cultures for survival. Scott Reichart will be our
guest speaker; he’s a known knapper and has
demonstrated knapping at our local shows. Several of
you have shown interest in knapping, and Scott will be
able to answer any questions you mght have about

this hobby.

With field trip season coming up, and with a lot
more new junior members this year, I want to talk
about field safety and, of course, the American
Federation of Mineralogical Societies Code of Ethics.
Both are important to remember when you’re in the
field. For those of you that don’t have rock folders yet,
I will be bringing folders and handouts to give to you
about these topics.

Don’t forget to bring your completed clay necklace
to this class; the beads you all made were awesome,

"1l be seeing vou all on field trips this summer, as
well as monthly Rock Parties. Don’t forget the
Grinding Party in July at the Pioneers Park Nature
Center. Have a wonderful summer and be safe out
there.




Youth Group




Youth Group




Youth Group

Pick & Shovel
Volume 58, Issue 1: September 2015

Page 4

Lhis year 1s going to be tull of new and exciting things.
One thing near and dear to my heart that we will be doing is
called Reaching Across Generations. This badge will take
all nine months to complete. I am very excited about the
junior and senior members getting together for this. All the
knowledge our senior members have, and sharing it one-on-
one with their junior member is going to be awesome! You
will learn so much from vour senior member. Don’t be
afraid to ask a lot of questions and take lots of notes. We,
the senior members, are here to help you.

Some of the other fun stuff we will be doing include
painting sea shells and making colored sand bottles with
vour senior members. We are also going to learn about
fluorescent minerals, why some minerals fluoresce, and
safety when using a fluorescent lamp. Jim Marburger
kindly agreed to be our guest speaker for this lesson.

We will also be doing some individual articles and
presentations this year. We haven’t done much of this in the
past, so this is a chance for everyone to write and share
with all the members in our club, both junior and senior.
Your articles will be published in the Pick & Shovel.

Finally, with help from your parents and grandparents,
we will look at Rocking on the Computer, the safe and
secure way to research the internet to your favorite rock,
mineral or fossil sites.

Now you have somewhat of an idea of the planned
lessons chosen for you this next season. We promise to
have lots and lots of fun-filled, hands-on learning.

I'm looking forward to seeing all of you at our
September 17th meeting.

C'OMMENTARY ON “HavING FunN”

by Sharon Marburger

Thank goodness Jim Brace-Thompson’s article
does not apply to LGMC! We now have a wonderful
group of 15 kids!

Although club members have tried for many years
to build a youth group, success finally came to us for
several reasons.

¢+ Our dedicated co-leaders, Carolyn Ashmore and
Susy McMahan. These two ladies work their tails
off in planning and presenting interesting and fun
topics for our kids.

¢+ The membership of Corey Beer, who has now
graduated to adult membership status. Corey’s
enthusiasm is contagious, not only to other kids,
but to adult members, too. He has spoken at many
school and youth-oriented programs.

+ Word of mouth. The kids tell their friends about
their cool specimens and awesome activities at the
club functions.

COMMENTARY - CONT’D

Pick & Shovel
Volume 57, Issue 5: January 2015

Pages 8 & 9

{Continued from page 8)

¢ Annual Show. Our Juniors have an entertaining
booth at the Show. There are games, gem dig,
coloring hobby related sheets, and other fun
things. This year we will add grab bags to the
booth.

¢ The generosity of the adult members of LGMC.
Specimens and assistance from the adult members
have encouraged the growth of the juniors. Who
wouldn’t like a new specimen for their collection?

¢ Jim Brace-Thompson. The glue that has made the
LGMC vyouth group a prospering entity is this
man. He provided the Future Rockhounds of
America (FRA) program to anyone interssted in
promoting the growth of our young members.

¢ FRA. The program itself has provided structure
and guidance, giving our leaders a tool to capture
the interest and imagination of our kids.

There are other reasons for our growth, but these
are the main ones {in my opinion). All of these
intertwine to make a solid program.

I take this opportunity to thank everyone who has

helped to make our Juniors® program a success. The
kids are the future of our hobby.




Youth Group

Pick & Shovel

Volume 58, Issue 2: October 2015

Page 2




Youth Group

Pick & Shovel, Volume 58, Issue 3: November 2015, Page 8 |

portable riuorescent lignt with nim and talk 1o you
about fluorescents. I think you all will be amazed at
the variety of beautiful colors you’ll see at this
meeting. Don’t forget to bring some of your collection
with you; we all would love to see what they will look
like under the light.

I saw a few of you at the Rock Party at Wooly’s
house last month. It was great seeing you play
basketball and having such a good time together.
Remember, any club activity you attend earns you one
Monkey Buck to spend anywhere you want at the
swap or show. And it’s always fun eating and hanging
out, or working on projects with your friends in the
club.

I also want to tell you about the Midwest
Federation Youth Poster Contest for 2016. The theme
is “Amazing Agates.” I think we all have seen some
amazing agates, so doing this kind of poster project
should be a cinch for everyone to do. I will be passing

ok dln Gl ndimin smmndad Lav dln mmcdand med damt
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February/March lesson: Stone-Age Tools and Art (Sand Art)




Youth Group

April/May lesson: Stone-Age Tools and Art (Clay Beads)
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2015 CHRISTMAS PARTY

by Sharon Marburger

The club Christmas Party was held the evening of
December 6. It was a night full of activities.

We began at 5:00 with the Mineral Monkeys’
Future Rockhounds of America badge project of
“Reaching Across Generations.” The junior members
and their partnered senior member met to make sand
bottles that they exchanged with one another. There
was a lot of talking and laughing with this project.
Each team selected different colored sands to use, but
as the evening wore on, we learned another lesson:
Sharinoe Those sithinoe at the <ame tahle were soom

photos by Jim & Sharon Marburger
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SECTION 2d - SERVICE TO MEMBERS OR GUESTS - SPECIAL
GROUP MEETINGS, OTHER: ROCK PARTIES

Each month, LGMC members gather at the home or business of a host member to
share in the love of the hobby. Lessons are available in cabochon cutting, faceting,
silver smithing, wire wrapping, fossil preparation, and specimen identification.
Participants also hold brainstorming sessions on a variety of subjects, including, but
not limited to, the Mid-Winter Swap, Annual Show, and various youth and outreach
activities. This also provides a good opportunity to hold brief committee meetings.
Everyone has a good time learning, working on projects, and sharing ideas. The club
youth, self-named Mineral Monkeys, are encouraged to participate in the Rock
Parties. The events begin with a potluck supper, then off to the desired activity of the

evening. There is a lot of fun and laughter accompanying these gatherings.

Would you like to have some hobby fun? Consider
hosting a monthly Rock Party. It doesn’t matter where
you hold it. Pick a month. All you have to do is set the
date and time, provide place settings for the potluck,
and have areas to work in and chairs or floor to sit on.
Let a Board Member know if you are interested in
hosting. It is EASY and FUN!




Monthly Rock Parties

No Rock Party in March due to
Science Fair and Geology Day
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Roadside Cleanup
and
Rock Party
April 18

{00 Mt af Hikman Rest Area
for Roadside Cleanup
Approximately 400 Rock Party atthe Marburges
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FEBRUARY ROCK PARTY

by Jayne Beer

I would like to thank all those who joined us for the
rock party at The Jewelry Connection on February
21st. We had a gooed number of members there: Judy
Anson; Paul & Carolyn Ashmore; Jim & Sharon
Marburger, Susy McMahan; Ed Ridge; and, of course,
Brian, Jayne, & Corey Beer, with Kelly and Jazz
making an appearance.

As we have experienced every single time, this
group puts out a great spread of food. We started it
with sloppy joes, lemon bars, Asian flavored quinoa
rice, and a salad. Add to that fried chicken, mashed
potatoes, potato salad, chips & salsa, and cupcakes,
and I think everyone there was happy and full.

As usual, there was much discussion among friends
about rocks! Carolyn brought a beautiful Condor
Agate. | cut a slab off of it and Corey polished a stone
out of it. I cut a piece of youngite with druzy on top. I
think both of the stones turned out beautiful. Eddie did
some work on stones and Sharon pelished some
“windows” in stones she picked up on one of last
vear’s field trips.

For as long as I have been cutting and polishing
stones, | am still amazed at what is found when slicing
and grinding into some “interesting” rock that was
picked up off the ground!

After a while, most people headed for home,
leaving just Judy and me. We started a wire wrap
project. I’'m not sure what time we finished up, but I
left The Jewelry Comnection hoping that everyone
enjoyed the evening as much as [ did.

If you have never been to a Rock Party, I think you

are missing out on one of the most enjovable activities
the club does, maybe right below some of the rock
collecting trips we have had. There are a few months
open where you could host a party at your house. All
you need is a table for food and a couple of outlets for
the machines we show up with, and a place to sit
around and talk. We have held picnic Rock Parties
where we just set upin someone’s yard.

I think the most amazing and extensively planned
out Rock Party was last year around Easter. Ed Ridge
hosted that one. He hid plastic Easter eggs that had
numbers inside, which corresponded with numbered
specimens from his personal collection. It was quite a
sight to see all of us well-grown folks with cute little
Easter baskets, looking for eggs, then acting like
elated kids with the great rocks we received. There
was one egg that was not found that day, and it was
several months later that Eddie let me know that he
had found it. What a good thing that it was a plastic

eggl

Please consider attending these gatherings. We
would love for you to host a Rock Party. What a great
way to show off your collection.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Thanks for the great article,
Jayne! These parties are a ton of fun. As Jayne says, a
table, some outlets, and a piece of ground to sit on is
all you need. Several members have card tables and
folding chairs, and | am sure they would be willing to
bring them along if they are needed. Jim & Sharen
will be hosting the April party, Wooly & Jackie the
May party. June, August, September, October,
November, and December are still available! Pick a
month and plan to have a blast!
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OCTOBER ROCK PARTY

by Jayne Beer, First Vice President

On Saturday, October 24, we enjoyed a beautiful
nmight at the Rock Party in Wooly’s back yard. We (the
Beers) arrived late as usual, but the fire was still hot
enough for us to cook our hot dogs. There was a
delicious feast of side dishes and desserts to go along
with our dogs. There were two different types of apple
crisp. I, and everyone that I heard, tried them both and
they were tied for first place.

This might be the first Rock Party that I"ve seen no
rock projects happening. Wooly said the equipment
was all in the basement, waiting to be used, and we
had our machines in the van, but we never did get
them out. We sat down around the fire and started
telling grand stories of our summer rock collecting
trips, and dreamed of and planned future rock trips and

camping trips. And there was much discussion of how
the logs should be situated in the fire.

I’m not going to try to give a list of the fine friends
that were there, for fear of leaving someone off. There
were many kids at this event. They played on the
basketball court for a long time and it sounded like
they had a great time.

It was an absolutely beautiful night under the stars
and the giant moon. As hectic as my life gets, I can tell
you that this evening was a welcome, very peaceful
night spent with our wonderful rockhound fiiends.
And just like in the 1970s, there are no pictures,
except those in our minds.

Thank you to Wooly and Jackie for hosting the
October Rock Party!

Specimens shared at Rock Parties

T
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NOVEMBER ROCK PARTY - CONT’D

{Continued from page 2)

We, of course, sat down and ate as our first order of
business. After that there were several people who
brought items to show and tell, and do minor repairs
and cleaning. With several kiddos there, it was
difficult to get into the rock polishing room since that
is where they chose to get away from us boring adults.
As far as I know, Eddie was the only one to brave the
rock grinding equipment. My grandson is apparently
not quite ready to sit and be interested in anything
down there yet. He was rather ..... ummmm .... loud.

It seemed as though everyone enjoyed themselves
and got a good fill of all the wonderful homemade
food.

We got a lot of compliments on our new wall of
rocks. I think it really brightens up the room and [ just
love to look at it and appreciate the labor of love that
went into all those cabochons.

Thank you to all of the rock friends that showed up
and chilled with us for the evening.

Co-hostess,
Judith Bay,
never gets
in
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Left: Jayne working a cabochon.
Above: Jayne shows Gene how to make a bezel with sheet silver.

Corey always shows off his finds and his
projects. Sharon always admires them.

Linda working a cabochon.
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Pizza Supper
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Picnic 1n the Park




Christmas Party

See the Christmas Party article in the Youth Group section, 2c.

Ed Ridge does a nice job with
the decorations

Gene, Pat, and Jayne make sure the food is
laid out correctly

Two things LGMC members know:

1. Rocks, Minerals, and Fossils!

2. How to put out a spectacular and
delicious potluck spread!

SOUP’S ON!! Corey leads the charge!

Wooly and his junior guest




Christmas Party

Jim and junior partner, Ellie, checking out a
Christmas stocking. Others in picture:
Jackie with her junior partner; lan; and

Brooklyn

Bingo
prizes

President Ed Dvorak presents our beloved Treasurer,
Vera Lyman, with her 40 year membership pin.

[T T TN %

LET'S
PLAY
SOME
BINGO
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2015
57th Annual Gem & Mineral Show
"Discover the Beauty of Rocks"

Mailing Label
Show Committee
Chal MmN === oo e Ed Dvorak
Breakfast: -----------m oo Vera Lyman
Dealers: =-=-====smmmmm oo e e Charles Wooldridge
DemOoNStrators: —-----=--==mm oo Carrie Burkhardt
DiSplays: =--=-mmmmm o Jayne Beer, Ed Ridge
Event Center LiaiSON: --------=-mmnmmmmmm e oo oo oo e Vera Lyman
Finance & Ticket Sales: -----------=-==-mmmmmm oo Jim Atkins, Vera Lyman
Floor Chairman;--------==-===-mmmm oo Ed Dvorak/Charles Wooldridge
LGMC Club BoOoth: —--=-=mmm oo oo Bob Grimit
Nebraska Gem Dig --------==-==mmmm oo oo oo e Charles Wooldridge
PlaNtS: —m-mmmm o Ed Ridge
Printed Program: -----=-=---mom oo oo Sharon Marburger
Publicity & Promotion: --=-=--=====mmmmmmm oo James Marburger
Ribbons & Recognitions: ----=========mmmmmmm oo Sharon Marburger
SCUNIEY = mmmmm e oo o Vera Lyman
Show Flyer ----m-mmem e Sharon Marburger
SHENt AUCTION: ==mmmmm e m oo e Carrie Burkhart
WeED MaSter: -=-mmmmmmm e e e e Jim & Sharon Marburger

Youth ACtiVIties: ==-==-=n==mmmmmmmmm oo Carolyn Ashmore, Susy McMahan
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Annual Show

Bob, Allan, and Eddie discuss how and where
to set up the first display case.

Demonstrators Fred McVay, Ed Ridge, Jayne Beer and Tammy Jeannerett

It was Roger Pittard’s birthday.
Happy birthday, Roger!!
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LINCOLN GEM & MINERAL CLUB’S

36th Annual Rock Swap

Saturday, JANUARY 24, 2015; 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

gamily
Ff\end\\j Rocks
Free Minerals
Admission Fossils
:;‘;\(?3;“ Jewelry
Supplies
Buy - PP
Sell Equipment
Trade et '

Bethan Park Enclosed Shelter

64th and Vine Streets

Swapper Tables: ¥2 Table - $10; Full Table - $20 - Set up at 12:00 Noon.
Swappers are responsible for collecting Nebraska State Sales Tax and remitting it to the State.

Cash Sales must be completed using SWAPPER DOLLARS.
SWAPPER DOLLARS are available from the Club Treasurer at a 10%
surcharge, payable by the buyer.

LINCOLN GEM & MINERAL CLUB
Box 5342
Lincoln, NE 68505-0342
Contact: Jayne Beer, 402.890.3307
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LINCOLN GEM & MINERAL CLUB’S

36th Annual Rock Swap

Saturday, JANUARY 24, 2015; 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Rocks, Minerals,

Bethany Park Enclosed Shelter
64th and Vine Streets

Swapper Tables: ¥; Table - $10; Full Table - $20 - Doors Open to Swappers at 12:00 Noon
Swappers are responsible for collecting Nebraska State Sales Tax and remitting it to the State

CASH SALES MUST BE COMPLETED USING SWAFFER DOLLARS. SWAFPER
DOLLARS ARE AVAILABLE FROM THE CLUB TREASURER AT A 10%
SURCHARGE, PAYABLE BY THE BUYER

LINCOLN GEM & MINERAL CLUB BOX 5342 LINCOLN NE 68505-0342
CONTACT JAYNE BEER, 402.890.3307

Pick & Shovel
Volume 57, Issue 5: January 2015
Page 2




Mid-Winter Swap

Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club’s 36th Annual Swap
Saturday, January 24, 2015

Club Members Participating

Jim Marburger
Sharon Marburger
Ed Dvorak
Pat Dvorak
Brad Nielsen
Ed Ridge
Charles Wooldridge
Nancy AKkins
Vera Lyman
Rowdy Cropp
Carolyn Ashmore
Paul Ashmore
Jayne Beer
Corey Beer
Judith Bay
Sharon Jensen
Kenneth Jensen
Bill Ray
Richard Peterson
Barb Anderson
Charles Bachle
Dewey Worsley
Linda Guenter
Karen Messenger
Charlie Messenger
Susy McMahan
Connie McCartney
lan Williams
Bobby Williams
Ellie Lyman
Judy Anson
Jim Null
Aulden Stewert
Sharon Schleiger
Brooklyn Blazek
Jayden Eno
Mia Eno

Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club’s 36th Annual Swap
Saturday, January 24, 2015

Guest List
Name From
Diana Poore Bedford, IA
Richard Moore Hopkins, MO
Mac McKenzie Cook, NE
Roseanne
Lynette Fast Lincoln, NE
Shannon Ibarre Lincoln, NE
John Tridle
Kathy Tridle
Molly Khan Lincoln, NE
Wanda Worsley Lincoln, NE
Fred McGarry Omaha, NE
Donna Farlow Gretna, NE
Dick Farlow Gretna, NE
Roger Glenn Dorchester, NE
Sandy Glenn Dorchester, NE
Sara Kovarda Lincoln, NE
George Sisson Lincoln, NE
Adella Sisson Lincoln, NE
Matt Nienaber Nebraska City, NE
Emery Brandt Crete, NE
Donovan Harris Fairbury, NE
David Denbring Lincoln, NE
Spencer Hakenewerth Lincoln, NE
Robert Hakenewerth Lincoln, NE

LINCOLN GEM & MINERAL CLUB, INC.

SWAPPER BUCKS

Value $20.00
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SECTION 2h — OFFERINGS TO MEMBERS OR GUESTS - LIBRARY

Because the library has not been utilized for the past several years, it is slowly
being retired by putting books on Silent Auction during the various club events.
The video library is growing with member donations. The library still contains
the following:

Pick & Shovel - All issues of the club bulletin since its inception are available in
hard copy and electronic copy. The Historian also maintains a set.

Lapidary Journal magazine - All but 6 random issues under the Lapidary Journal
masthead.

Gems & Minerals magazine - All issues from 1957 until its demise around 1990.
Rock and Gem magazine - Most issues from its inception in 1974 to date.

Earth Science journal - incomplete set with issues beginning about 1948 and
continuing until it was annexed by American Geological Institute.

Desert Magazine - Incomplete set with issues dating from the mid-1950s up to
its demise.

Master’s Theses from about 15 students who have been financially supported by
the club.

Approximately 175 books on various subjects including mineralogy,
paleontology, geology, lapidary, faceting, metal smithing, and history.

Several maps showing collecting areas.

Assortment of VCR tapes, CDs and DVDs on mineral identification, slide shows,
and videos.
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L

Due to the muddy conditions, the field trip was
not very “profitable”. Not much was found.
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BEER FAMILY FIELD TRIP

by Jayne Beer

On August 23, 2015, after a fun rock party the night before,
we decided to go out collecting rocks. We had Ja-zeil (our 3
year old grandson) with us, so it had to be someplace that he’d
enjoy. We decided to head down to a river that Wooly and his
friend, Donovan, had taken Corey and Brian to a different time.
We had a great day of exploring the river and we actually had a
very productive day of finding stuff on the river. There were
quite a bit of bones and teeth, several little lakers and honey
agates (nothing amazing), quite a bit of petrified wood, and
some neat old bottles and lots of “pretty rocks.”

About halfway through the day, Corey said, "Hey Mom,
come over here with your camera.” When I got there, he
showed me a large Indian point on the ground. I snapped a
picture of it, he washed it off, and we were all in awe of our
luck. It was about 10 minutes later that Brian summoned me
over to look at what he had found. He pointed down and there
laid another large point. We let Ja-zeil pick this one up and
inspect it first. These points were so large that we imagine they
must have been used for spear heads, as they seemed too big
and heavy for arrows.

I spent the rest of the day hoping that it was my turn to find
something great like the boys did. Apparently the boys used up
all of our luck for the day, but we had a fabulous time taking
Ja-zeil out for his first rock collecting trip on the river. I am
sure there will be many more.

Pick & Shovel
Volume 57, Issue 10: June 2015
Page 4

SURPRISE MEETING ON A ROCK
HUNTING TRIP

by Corey Beer

Brian and Corey woke up at around 5:30 a.m. to
start getting ready for the rock hunting trip they had
planned for the day. They started by looking at Roger
Pabian’s maps to decide where they were going to go
and, after looking for a little while, decided on
Fairbury as their choice location for the day. By the
time they got to Fairbury, they both were hungry for
breakfast and stopped at the McDonald’s for food. As
they walked in the door, they heard an unexpected
greeting from Wooly who was there waiting for his
friend, Donovan. Coincidentally, both Wooly and the
Beers thought about calling each other the night before
to invite the other along, but decided it was too late.
They all sat down to talk about what the other was

Ardne far tha Ao and AdasiAdad 3 srmadd A s hact 1 F thao
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MINT FIELD TRIP

The Beers accidentally met up with Richard Peterson
when they all decided March 10 was a good day to go
rock hunting. I haven’t heard if Pete found anything
good, but see what the Beers found!
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SITE MAP

Home
Newsletters
= Current
* 12 most recent issues
= Archived
«* 2000 - 2015
*  Ongoing project of issues to
be uploaded back to
beginning of club (1956)
¢ About
= Directors
*  Links to e-mails
= Membership Application
*  Online fillable form
= General Information
*  General Information sheet
*  Awards Nomination form
*  Articles of Incorporation / By
-Laws
= Juniors
= Awards
+ Happenings
= Meetings
= Annual Show
= Other Events
*  Monthly Rock Parties
*  Mid-Winter Swap
*  Geology Day
*  Science Fair
*  Annual Grinding Party
* Roadside Clean-up
= Field Trips
+ Resources
= Links to Useful Websites
= Supplies for the Hobby
= Places to Visit
+ Contact

At bottom of each page, logos with links
to:

AFMS

ALAA

Nebraska State Museum

MWF
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Rockhound of the Year

Volume 58, Issue 4: December 2015

ROCKHOUND OF THE YEAR

by Jayne Beer

I would like to say thank you to whoever
nominated me for ROCKHOUND OF THE YEAR
and to those who voted for me. What an unexpected
honor! There are so many people more deserving than
me.

I am enjoying everything about the Lincoln Gem
and Mineral Club. We are so fortunate to have so
many years of experience in the club. I hear stories of
issues in the past, but T don’t see any of that now.
Whenever I talk to someone who has quit the club
because of issues, I tell them to come back, because
we have a fantastic group of enthusiastic, rock loving
people, young and old. It’s true, I am amoeng the “old”
group, although I have only been a member for a short
6 or 7 years.

Even though the length of my membership is short,
I have been “around™ for many years. The first gem
and mineral show I attended was in the early 1980s.
There was a terrible snow storm. [ drove to the show
as a new driver, getting stuck many times. I thought
I"d be there for maybe an hour, but I spent the entire
day. 1 was HOOKED! and I haven’t missed a show

nnnnn Mharedrn 2 THamne TDalinen fod Taader Asnnnan Fae

Pick & Shovel

LGMC, Inc. AWARDS NOMINATION FORM
(in part)

3. Individual’s Contributions to LGMC: (See the

criteria list on page 2 of this form for service
categories to be considered for this award)

Jayne served as 1% Vice-President, worked her tail off
during show setup, donated a pickup load of material to
the Nebraska Gem Dig, donated to silent auction,
attended most meetings and club functions, maintains
program equipment and speaker system, demonstrated at
various club functions, hosted Rock Parties, provided
material to newsletter. If the club did it, Jayne was there!

. State examples of how this individual educates
others about the Earth Sciences associated with
Rockhounding:

Jayne demonstrates lapidary and metal smithing.

. State examples that this individual observes &
promotes the American Federation of Mineralogical
Societies “Code of Ethics”:

I have seen Jayne pick up litter, and she is always
respectful of people and nature.

. Summarize why this individual is being nominated

as recipient of an award.
Jayne quietly attends club functions, usually
unobtrusively. Any time there is an event, Jayne is
there. She demonstrates lapidary and shares her
knowledge with club members and the general
public. She is always willing to help out when and
where needed. | believe Jayne is a valuable asset to
LGMC, and she should be recognized and honored
for her dedication to the hobby.
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Sharon Marburg_;er (Ig_gmc editor)

From: Jim Atkins <jna@inebraska.com>

Sent: Wednesday, November 18, 2015 9:10 PM

To: Sharon Marburger

Subject: Fwd: Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club - Thank you for the great Geology help
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Sharon,

Did you get a copy of this?
Jim A

-------- Original Message --------

Subject: Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club - Thank you for the great Geology help
Date: 11/18/2015 18:02

From: "Cindy Powell" <cindy@thecaliforniahikingpage.com>

To: jna@inetnebr.com

Hello there,

My Girl Scouts and | just wanted to take the time write you a little thank you note about your wonderful page,
http://lincolngemmineralclub.org/index.php/resources because it's been such a major help. My Junior Scouts are
participating in a STEM experiment program for Geology. Your page taught them a lot!

As another small token of our appreciation, we thought it would be nice send along a helpful resource that we
came across. It's http://www.casorojewelrysafes.com/guide-to-diamonds-rocks-and-minerals/

and it has some great information on rocks and minerals.

If you decided to add it to your resources, I'd love to show my troopers that their suggestion was up and running
to help other aspiring students achieve their goals. It would also serve as an amazing motivator for the girls to
keep reaching out to help others. We do our absolute best to follow the ever popular slogan of "Do a good turn
daily." :)

Please let us know what you think and thank you again!

Warmest Regards,

Cindy and her Junior Scouts
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Show Postcard




Advertising

Show Flyer

Show Flyer - Portrait orientation ad
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Advertising

Fifteen second ads on Lincoln’s ABC television station, played at various times during the day and evening, aimed at
hitting all marketing target groups. The following text was spoken as the slides played.

Discover the Beauty of Rocks, April 4th and 5th, at the Lancaster Event Center, for the 57th Annual Gem and
Mineral Show. Over 4,000 free parking spaces. Visit lincolngemmineralclub.org for more information.




LINCOLN GEM & MINERAL CLUB’S

36th Annual Rock Swap

Saturday, JANUARY 24, 2015; 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

gamily
Ff\end\\j Rocks
Free Minerals
Admission Fossils
:;‘;\(?3;“ Jewelry
Supplies
Buy - PP
Sell Equipment
Trade et '

Bethan Park Enclosed Shelter

64th and Vine Streets

Swapper Tables: ¥2 Table - $10; Full Table - $20 - Set up at 12:00 Noon.
Swappers are responsible for collecting Nebraska State Sales Tax and remitting it to the State.

Cash Sales must be completed using SWAPPER DOLLARS.
SWAPPER DOLLARS are available from the Club Treasurer at a 10%
surcharge, payable by the buyer.

LINCOLN GEM & MINERAL CLUB
Box 5342
Lincoln, NE 68505-0342
Contact: Jayne Beer, 402.890.3307






SECTION 4 - SUPPORT FOR REGIONAL FEDERATIONS, AFMS AND OTHER CLUBS

4a. Members serving as Midwest Federation Officers, Committee Chairs or committee members:

President — James Marburger

Membership Chairman - James Marburger

Newsletter Editor - Sharon Marburger

Nebraska State Director - Charles Wooldridge (resigned mid-year) / Carolyn Ashmore

el N =

4a. Supplemental - Members serving other clubs:
1. Brad Nielsen served as a Board Member for the Nebraska Mineral and Gem Club (Omaha).
4b. Members attended a Federation convention or show:

1. AFMS: James Marburger, Sharon Marburger
2.  MWEF: James Marburger, Sharon Marburger, Ed Dvorak, Pat Dvorak

4c. Members supporting Federation scholarships or endowment funds:
1. $60 to the Endowment Fund.
4d. Advertising in Pick & Shovel
4e. Members held joint field trips with other clubs:
1. Sioux City, lowa club; field trip to Crescent, lowa (see Section 2i for information)

2. Crawford, Nebraska club; field trip to various locations in Northwest Nebraska (see Section 2i for
information)



SECTION 4 - SUPPORT FOR REGIONAL FEDERATIONS, AFMS AND OTHER CLUBS - continued
4f — Club exchanged bulletins with other clubs:
AMERICAN FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES

CALIFORNIA
Ventura Gem & Mineral Society, “Rockhound Ramblings”

ILLINOIS

Chicago Rocks & Mineral Society, “Pick & Dop Stick”
Lincoln Orbit Earth Science Society, “The LOESS Bulletin”
West Suburban Lapidary Club

INDIANA
Michiana Gem & Mineral Society, “Rockfinder”

IOWA
Cedar Valley Gems & Minerals Society, “Cedar Valley Gems”
Des Moines Lapidary Club

KANSAS
Topeka Gem & Mineral Society, “Glacial Drifter”
Wichita Gem & Mineral Society, “Quarry Quips”

MICHIGAN
Michigan Mineralogical Society, “Conglomerate”

MINNESOTA
Carleton County Gem & Mineral Club, “Agate Picker”

MISSOURI
Show Me Rockhounds
Independence Gem & Mineral Society, “The Gemrock”

NEBRASKA
Nebraska Mineral & Gem Club, “Rear Trunk”
Loup Valleys Gem & Mineral Society, “The Loup Scoop”

OHIO

Richland Lithic and Lapidary Society, “Lithnics”
Toledo Gem & Rockhound Club, “Rocky Reader”
Parma Lapidary Club



SECTION 4 - SUPPORT FOR REGIONAL FEDERATIONS, AFMS AND OTHER CLUBS - continued

4f — Club exchanged bulletins with other clubs:

OKLAHOMA
Tulsa Rock and Mineral Society, “T-Town Rockhound”

TEXAS
Houston Gem & Mineral Society, “Back Benders Gazette”
Clear Lake Gem & Mineral Society, “Stoney Statements”

WISCONSIN
Badger Lapidary and Geological Society, “Badger Diggin’s”
Wisconsin Geological Society, Inc., “The Trilobite”



MWF Convention



MWF Convention



MWF Convention
e

l' _‘

Meet & Greet in the Marburgers’ hotel room

2015 Board
President James Marburger, Secretary Donna Moore, Treasurer Sandy Fuller
2nd Vice President Thomas Whitlatch, 1st Vice President David Rich



MWF Convention




AFMS Convention Support

After Delegates Meeting

2pm — é6pm

Friday, October 23
9am

10am (1 — 2 hrs.)
11am (1 — 2 hrs.)

10am —noon

1pm
opm
Saturday, October 24

8am — 10am

8:30am
9am
Qam

1pm (1 - 3 hrs.)

After Delegates Meeting
3pm

opm
6:30pm
Tpm

Sunday, October 24

7

10am

Spm

AFMS Scholarship
Foundation Meeting

Registration Opens

Gem Capers Opens

Judges & Clerks Meeting

S.C.RIB.E. Mecting

AFMS Officers’
Luncheon with Auction

SCFMS Judging Begins

Show Closes

SCFMS / AFMS Editors
Breakfast

Judges & Clerks Meeting

Gem Capers Opens
AFMS Judging Begins

SCFMS Convention/
SCFMS Delegates
Meeting

ALAA Annual Meeting

Judges & Exchibitors -
Arbitration Meeting

Show Closes

Social Hour — Cash Bar

SCFMS / AFMS Awards

Banquet

Field Trip to Emerald
Ridge

Gem Capers Opens

Show Closes

PEC - Upstairs

PEC — Exhibit Hall

PEC — Exhibit Hall
PEC — Upstairs
PEC — Upstairs
TBD

PEC — Exhibit Hall
PEC — Exhibit Hall

PEC — Upstairs

PEC — Upstairs
PEC — Exhibit Hall
PEC — Exhibit Hall
PEC — Upstairs

PEC — Upstairs

PEC — Upstairs

PEC — Exhibit Hall
PEC — Upstairs
PEC — Upstairs

TEXAS

PEC — Exhibit Hall
PEC — Exhibit Hall

Live Demonstrations
Over 30 dealers participating!

Palmer Events Center
900 Barton Springs Road
Austin, Texas

Admission
Adults: $8;
Sermors: $7;
Ages 13-18: %2
Ages 12 & under
proudly sponsored by: SILICON LABS

The Kids will enjoy:

+

Wheel of Fortune cost is only $1.00 for a
spin of the wheel — every spin is a winner!

Gem Mine cost is only $1.00 for a two
mimute hunt for polished rocks in our mine —
best value in Austin!

Jewelry Making - Take your find from the
Gem Mine and have it turned into a lovely
piece of jewelry. All for only $1.00!

[lumination Station - For $.50 you can tour
our display of fluorescent rocks and
minerals. See if you can guess what changes
will happen!

Touch Table Imagine a table full of rocks
and minerals that YOU CAN TOUCH.
That’s night, a table full of rocks and
munerals that can be touched, and a
volunteer ready to answer any questions you
might have. And this event is free. Stop on
by!



AFMS Convention

2015 AFMS/SCFMS
Convention and Show
Gem Capers 2015
October 23rd - 25th, 2015

Convention Location
Doubletree Inn

6505 North Interstate Highway 35

Austin, TX 78752

Show Location

Palmer Events Center
900 Barton Springs Road
Austin, TX 78704-1169

The meet and greet was held at the
Austin Gem & Mineral Society’s Clubhouse

Charming table decorations

Above:

Donna Moore, Barbara
Sky, and Anne Cook
enjoy some snacks at the
meet & greet.

Right:
Sound advice posted in
the club’s library

Visitors from the Midwest Federation toured
the Clubhouse, admiring the equipment room,
library, and social area




AFMS Convention

MWF President-Elect David Rich and MWF President James Marburger



AFMS Convention

_ Downtown Austin skyline

The walls of the Palmer Event Center were
decorated with replica fossils.

The Awards Banquet tables had creative centerpieces
of stacked local granite of varying sizes,
and topped with non-flammable tea lights




AFMS Convention

A rockhound’s feast

All of the “food” on these
tables were made from rocks
and minerals.







SECTION 5 - COMMUNITY RELATIONS

SECTION 5b — Members gave talks or demonstrations to local groups

3/25/2015 James & Sharon Marburger

Cub Scouts, Cavett Elementary

SECTION 5c — Members maintained a booth, or an activity, at a local event

3/5/2015

3/8/2015

4/25/2015

7112/2015

Susy McMahan, Paul & Carolyn Ashmore, Brian & Jayne
Beer, Corey Beer, Jayden Eno, Linda Guenter, Ed Ridge,
Sharon Schleiger

Juniors: Brooklyn, Ellie, Ivy, lan, Mia, Ruby

Charles & Karen Messenger, Jayne Beer Corey Beer, Brian
Beer, Ed & Pat Dvorak, James & Sharon Marburger,
Carolyn & Philip Paul Ashmore, Jayden Eno, Sharon

Schleiger, Bruce Collamore, Vera Lyman, Charles
Wooldridge, Ed Ridge, and Andrew Tiedje

Juniors: Ja-ziel, Brooklyn, Ruby, Mia

Jayne Beer, Corey Beer, Linda Guenther, Sharon Schleiger
Junior: Brooklyn
Ed & Pat Dvorak, James & Sharon Marburger, Brian &

Jayne Beer, Corey Beer, Charles Wooldridge, Ed Ridge,
Vera Lyman, Andrew Tiedje, Charles & Karen Messenger

Juniors: Ruby, Ja-ziel

Zoetis, LPS, Novartis Science Fair
Lancaster Event Center
Lincoln

Geology Day
Pioneers Park Nature Center
Lincoln

Wild Adventure Day
Pioneers Park Nature Center
Lincoln

Grinding Party
Pioneers Park Nature Center
Lincoln



Outreach - Cub Scouts




Outreach - Cub Scouts

Thank you notes were not received.




OQutreach - Science Fair

ZOETIS-LPS-NOVARTIS SCIENCE FAIR

by Susy McMahan

Could it be? Yes!! Last year there were 700
students participating in the LPS Science Fair. This
year, 800!! And we were part of the entertainment!!

This year we were in a different location, on the
main floor! We were able to configure the tables into a
rectangle, with the ever-popular gem dig along the two
long sides. Ed Ridge brought his great displays, and
answered cuestions on one end, and Corey and Jayne
Beer worked on cabochons at the other end. At least
Corey ried. He was fielding so many questions and
explaining rocks and lapidary so steadily, he declared,
“I finally just gave on trying to make a cab.” He had
some gorgeous face-outs!

Juniors Jayden, Mia, Brooklyn, Ian, Ivy, Ruby, and
Ellic worked the gem-dig in shifts, passing out
materials needed and answering questions about
specific rocks. They all did a great job! Ruby has a
future in not only rockhounding, but customer service.
(A wish for next year - fossils to add to the mix.)
Thev, of course, wanted to look at other cool
exhibitors, so off they went in buddy fashion.

Pick & Shovel
Volume 57, Issue 7: March 2015
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OQutreach - Science Fair




Outreach - Geology Day

402-441-/895
naturecenter@lincoln.ne.gov
parks.lincoln.ne.gov/naturecenter

Hours
Monday - Saturday 8:30a-5p

Pick & Shovel
Volume 57, Issue 6: February 2015

Page 3
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nocturnal wildlife around the Nafire Center. Following the Date: Thursday, March 19 | Time: Noon-11pm | Fee: $75/person

hike there will be hot chocolate an@winter stories. Registerby | -vion. Depart from Wild Bird Habitat Store (56th & Hwy 2)
January 27.

Date: Friday, January 30 | Time: 7-8: Spring Poetry

Location: Prairie Building | Fee: $7/g Celebrate the change of seasons with poetry. Share your own
piece of writing, a piece you love, or just come to listen. All ages
are welcome to participate. Reaister by March 19.

Pop-up Card Making Class



Outreach - Geology Day

Pick & Shovel
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GEOLOGY DAY

by Karen Messenger & Sharon Marburger

Thanks to all the loyal club members that showed
up to help educate the public about exciting rocks and
minerals! The day was sunny and warmish with a bit
of chilly breeze, but we had a real good turnout to
keep everyone busy.

At 4:00 p.m., there had been 217 adults and 141
kids through the event, totaling 358. This event
continues to be one of the most attended events held at
the Pioneers Park Nature Center.

Members present on this glorious afternoon were:
Charlie & Karen Messenger; Jim & Sharon
Marburger; Ed Ridge; Ruby (with her father and
sister); Jayne, Brian, and Corey Beer (and little Jazz),
Charles Wooldridge; Sharon Schleiger & Brooklyn,
Bruce Collamore; Andrew Tiedje; Vera Lyman; and
Paul & Carolyn Ashmore, with Jayden and Mia. What
a fantastic showing of club members!

There were demonstrations of lapidary and two
kinds of tumbling; collections on display, website and
club information; show fliers; and free give-aways of
books and tumbled stones.

Sharon is hoping to have pictures in next month’s
Pick & Shovel - it’s kind of difficult to download

pictures from the camera without a cable. It will tum

up soon, we hope!

Corey shows Brooklyn how to make a cabochon.

Ruby’s dad and sister look at some books.

Brooklyn picks out some tumbled stones.

Wooly explaining how to tumble rocks, and
sharing his fossils with an interested youngster.




Outreach - Wild Adventure Day




Outreach - Wild Adventure Day

To: Andrea K. Faas; Bill Smith
Subject; Confirmation from Gem and Mineral Group at Wild Adventure

Andrea,

| talked to Jayne Beer and she said she tried to fill out the form and send it to you electronically.
However she is having trouble with her computer so this e-mail confirms what she told me in
case her registration did not go through. They are fine with outside, do not need electricity this
year as they are planning on only doing the "gem/stone search/fidentification activity". They will
need 2-3 tables...3 would be better.

If you need me to ask her anything else and cannot reach her, just let me know.

Janet




Outreach - Wild Adventure Day

Lincoln City Parks and Recreation asked LGMC if they could provide a session of rocks, minerals, and fossils for the
kids during its week long Nature Camp. On April 25, 2015, Jayne Beer, Corey Beer, Linda Guenther, Sharon
Schleiger, and Mineral Monkey, Brooklyn, went and set up the Gem Dig. All the kids had a great time.

Photos by Jayne Beer




Outreach - Grinding Party

Volume 57, Issue 10: June 2015 Pick & Shovel




Outreach - Grinding Party

Pick & Shovel

Don’t miss out on the opportunity
to enlarge your personal collection of
specimens. The auction on
August 8, 2015 at 11:00 a.m.
in Onawa, lowa will feature
Wayne Gries” huge rock collection.
Go to www.brockauction.com
for more mformation.

Volume 57, [ssue 12: August 2015 3

GRINDING PARTY

by Karen Messenger & Sharon Marburger

Greetings to all! Thanks to the hardy group who
showed up in spite of the horrible heat. The heat index
as 105° to 110° F. with a heat warning from1:00 to 8:00
p.m. Hot and sticky! That definitely affected attendance.
Final numbers were 25 adults and 12 kids, totaling 37
attendees. The whole building attendance was not much
better than our event total. Thanks to those who braved
the heat! Karen M.







SECTION 6 - GOVERNMENT AGENCY AND LEGISLATIVE RELATIONS

Club members supported access/collecting lobbying organizations

American Lands Access Association (ALAA)
Blue Ribbon Coalition

Susy McMahan - Nebraska State Liaison to ALAA



Legislative Relations

6 Volume 38, Issue 3: November 2015
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ROCKHOUNDING ON RIVERS

by Sharon Marburger

On a recent field trip, Wooly learned of an incident
involving two gentlemen who were rock collecting on
one of Nebraska’s rivers. A big thank you to Wooly
for doing the preliminary research and bringing this
issue to our attention!

A landowner, who had recently encountered some
less-than-polite ““trespassers” partying on the river
bordering his property, called the local constabulary to
arrest the two rockhounds. Although the men were
polite and non-disruptive, the landowner chose to
make an example of them. His claim was that they
were trespassing,.

According to the Nebraska Game & Parks
Commission:

Only the water belongs to the state of
Nebraska. The riverbeds and all adjacent lands
are the property of the landowner through
which the water flows. Appreciate the fact that
you have the privilege of using the waterway.

According to the National Organization for Rivers:

Even rivers that are physically navigable only
by canoce, kavak, and raft are still legally
navigable. (The courts have also ruled that
commercial recreational river trips qualify as
commerce.) Because they are legally
navigable, such rivers are held in trust for the
public by the states, for navigation, recreation,
and fisheries. The land along them is public
land up to the ordinary high water mark (which
can be quite a distance from the water - it’s the
land where the vegetation and soil show the
effects of water.) The public can use this land
for walking, fishing, resting, camping, and
other non-destructive visits.

Public ownership of physically navigable
rivers, including the land up to the ordinary
high water mark, pre-dates property deeds.
What the property deed says or doesn’t say
about the river is irrelevant.

The state does not actuallv own the river. but




Legislative Relations
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ALAA EXCERPT AND NEWS

By Susy McMahan

As American Land Access Association (“ALAA™)
representative for Nebraska, T wanted to share this
with club members. Although we don’t live in Idaho, it
is up to all rockhounds to keep public grounds open to
collecting.

WE MAY LOSE MORE IDAHO COLLECTING
SITES—THE PROPOSED BOULDER-WHITE
CLOUDS NATIONAL MONUMENT

By Dee Holland, ALAA Director, Salmon, ID

For a number of years, some legislators from Idaho
have been trying to create more wildernesses in Idaho,
as if we don’t have enough already. They haven’t
succeeded, so the latest try is to make the Boulder-
White Clouds area of Idaho into a National
Monument, which does almost the same thing as
making it into a wilderness area. If they write the law
the same way they in Washington, DC, usually do, it
will not allow “picking up rocks” and especially not
“excavating” within the monument. Boulder-White
Clouds 1s currently within the Salmon-Challis National
Forest, which allows activities like rockhounding.
Why fix what’s not broken?

our congressional delegates are the ones to write to. [
am attaching their names and addresses.” Shirley
Metts” e-mail is: idaho-south(@amlands.org if vou
have any questions.

To contact;

U.S. Senator James E. Risch

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

tel: 202-224-2752

fax: 202-224-2573

Office 15 located in room SR-483 of the Russell
Senate Office Building.

Senator Mike Crapo

239 Dirksen Senate Building
Washington, DC 20510
Phone: (202) 224-6142

Fax: (202) 228-1375

Governor Butch Otter
Office of the Governor
State Capitol

P.O. Box 83720

Boise, ID 83720

T _ ... /Aan0y 904 n1nan




ALAA Annual Meeting
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POST ROCK SWAP
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ALAA ANNUAL MEETING

Following the Mid-Winter Swap, LGMC members
and invitees shared in fun and a meal of pizza,
lasagna, breadsticks, and salad. Cinnamen breadsticks,
along with Anniversary Cake, complements of Vera
Lyman, rounded out the meal. In addition, there were
some goodies left over from the swap, and they topped
off the evening and the stomachs.

After the meal, the Mineral Monkeys jumped into
their lesson for the evening while the old-timers sat
and visited. Promptly at 7:00, the January General
Meeting began.

This year, two Mineral Monkeys who did not
receive their awards at the Christmas Party. were

by Martin Dougherty

It was Friday evening, January 23rd, 7:00 p.m. at
the Quartzsite Alliance Church. A standing room only
group of Rockhounds, Miners, and OHV enthusiasts,
counted at 300 plus, assembled. We were there fo
listen to John McDonald, Field Representative for the
Bureau of Land Management in Yuma, Arizona. John
came to speak to the concerns of those present and to
answer questions that were given in advance, in
writing, by rockhounds, concerning road and route
closures in the La Posa Travel Management Plan in
Arizona.

All of us were ready to hear his explanation of the
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ALAA

ALAA EXCERPT AND NEWS BY TOM NOE

RECREATIONAL LAND USE VERSUS
GOVERNMENT/ACADEMIC EXTREMISM

By Jim Urbaniak, President, Oregon Agate and Mineral Society

(In the complete article. Jim voices his concerns about the
dramatic increase in public-lands management in recent years and
gives suggestions for private and public sectors working together.
One suggestion is to invite professors and land managers to our
club meetings.)

Because of my work in the federal services and my
networking with professional and academic earth
science people (in an effort to secure monthly lecturers
for the Oregon Agate and Mineral Society), 1 have
gotten to know many academics, fish and wildlife
professionals, BLM and  Forestry  Service
representatives. The old school folks “get” the whole
thing about balancing environmental stewardship with
recreational land use. What is a disturbing trend,
though, is the number of new college graduates
entering these services who are being taught that ALL

our meetings to give presentations. The benefit has
been that they have discovered we are not a bunch of
dumb hillbillies but knowledgeable and conscientious
earth science enthusiasts with a real concern for lands
stewardship. Here in Oregon we are really beginning
to develop some high-level academic and government
support through dialog and a growing mutual respect.
I believe that this extremism mentality can be
overcome through the amateur and academic
communities engaging in building shared interest in
each other’s activities. We, the amateurs, learn from
the academics, and they in turn realize that we are also
stewards of the land and students who can be taught in
the field instead of a lecture room.

Excerpted from ALAA Newsletter (Oct.-Dec., 2014).
ALAA is the lobbying arm of the American
Federation, working on behalf of rockhounds to keep
public lands open and accessible to all, including the
elderly and handicapped.




ALAA
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ALAA EXCERPT BY TOM NOE

ALAA EXCERPT BY TOM NOE

NEW WILDERNESS AREAS IN MONTANA AND THE
REAsON WHY

A NEWS REPORT FROM: CITIZENS FOR
BALANCED USE (SUMMARIZED)

CBU has always been opposed to new wildermess
and “land of no use,” and we will contimie to fight
for multiple-use  recreation,  active  forest
management, and responsible resource development
on our current federally managed public lands.

The Defense Spending Bill was a must-pass piece
of legislation and legislators attached their pork in
order to pass some things they wanted. Senator Tester
added his Forest Jobs and Recreation Act, setting
aside another 650,000 acres of new wilderness in
Montana.

CBU worked hard to have this added piece of
legislation removed and in the end Congressman
Daines succeeded. But in retum for removing the
FIRA, the Rocky Mountain Front Heritage Act was
inserted. It adds approximately 67,000 acres to two
wilderness arcas and designates roughly 208,000
acres of adjacent federal land as Conservation

This is April’s ALAA excerpt, but it’s not from
the ALAA Newsletter. It comes from the newsletter
of the Eastern Federation. Still, it’s news that people
in the MWF need to hear about, so I"m sending it
around. [ think the lessons ars clear enough
Sometimes we’re our own worst enemies.

LR R EEELEEE BB E DL EE T

TWO PENNSYLVANIA COLLECTING SITES

CLOSED

Excerpted from: Eastern Federation of Mineralogical and
Lapidary Societies Newsletter (March, 2015)
By Scott Peters

First, Rossville malachite/azunite location in
northern York County, Pennsylvania, well-known to
collectors and well-advertised in books and articles,
has become dangerous due to overcollecting. IF
ANYONE IS SEEN AT THE SITE, THE OWNERS
WILL NOTIFY PROPER AUTHORITIES.

Second, the St Clair, Pennsylvania fern fossil
location is now closed to collecting. A representative
for the owners said “overzealous collectors began
bringing in power tools to collect, posting their trips
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ALAA EXCERPT BY TOM NOE
ALAA NEWwWS
Let ALAA Know If You Encounter Access Problems submitted by Tom Noe

By Shirley Leeson, ALAA President
NEW REGULATIONS DEFINED FOR FOSSIL

American Lands Access Association (“ALAA™) has COLLECTING IN NATIONAL FORESTS
been blessed with members and FRIENDS who have Below iva web address o the ALAN Newsletier
rallied to our side . . . it doesn’t get any better than that. for April-Tune, 2015. The rules and regulations for

collecting fossils on U.S. National Forest-managed
lands have had significant changes, effective May 18,
2015, John Martin (of ALAA’s Conservation and
Legislation Committee) has done a really spectacular
job of summarizing the new regulations in readable
form. An excerpt would not do justice to the
information he summarizes for us, so it’s better to
point you to the complete article and let you read it
yourself. It’s several pages of wvery important
information for those who want to do casual collecting

~ o 1~ 3 1

There are still numerous problems involving
rockhound access cropping up all over the country and
we need your help to identify them, so please notify
ALAA and get involved. Together we can try to do
something to preserve our access to rockhound hunting
sites. Nothing is better than having people in the local
area take the lead on publicizing road closures, sites
closures, etc. These are the people close to the
problems, and sometimes that personis YOU.
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ALAA NEWS

NEW DESIGNATION FOR MIDDLE ROGUE
RIVER?

(Originally posted on Defendruralamerica.cormn, August 19, 2015)
Subject: Josephine County [Oregon] Commissioner provides
what has been lacking: LEADERSHIP

Commissioners Oppose New Designation For
Middle Rogue River

The Josephine County Board of Commissioners
ruled in favor of private property rights as well as
sustained timber harvests and mineral extraction
during its weekly business session this morming. The
commissioners unanimously approved a resolution of
opposition to the proposed inclusion of an additional
section of the Rogue River into the Wild and Scenic
Rivers System. The Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) plans to ask Congress to include a 63-mile
section of the Rogue from Lost Creek Dam
downstream to the mouth of the Applegate River in
the designation. The section from the mouth of the
Applegate down to the Lobster Creek Bridge is
already Wild and Scenic. In the resolution opposing
the move, the commissioners pointed out that nearly
86% of the Rogue River corridor, including the Grants
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ALAA NEWS

Excerpted by Tom Noe

Sierra Club Wants Roads To Rockhound Areas
Closed

Below is an e-mail sent out by Jim McGarvey of
the Riverton Mineral and Gem Society. He is also the
Wyoming State Representative for Public Lands
Advisory in the Rocky Mountain Federation.

I'm sorry to inform you that the Sierra Club is
forcing the Forest Service to close roads to motorized
travel in some of rockhounds® favorite collecting
areas. Would you be happy if they closed the roads
into the Wiggins Fork area so you can’t go in and
collect Wiggins Fork wood anymore? That’s one of
the areas that will be closed. It seems that the Sierra
Club got something like 23,000 letters to be sent to the
Shoshone National Forest planners to close down
those roads and many other roads in Wyoming. At a
recent meeting, a representative of the Sierra Club
pointed to a map and told the Forest Service
representative that these are the roads he wanted
closed.

Rockhounds have got to start participating in these
government decisions if they want to confinue to
collect rocks. This is not just in Wyoming, its
happening all over our United States! What do YOU
want to do about this? Rock clubs can’t do much. It’s
up to the individuals in the clubs to act. We need a
national response to this control of our hobby. I hope
you can muster up the courage to fight this obstacle to
our “pursuit of happiness™!

—Ffrrm tho Tifu-Sont 2015 AT 44 Nowiciotior

To all Rockhounds Everywhere,

ALAA received this request to help save the Dugway
Geode beds from extinction! If you have ever collected
any of the Dugway Geodes and would like to collect them
again, or would like to collect these one-of-a-kind Geodes
in the future, now is the time to get involved in a Grass
Roots action. Contact the Utah BLM to let them know
that this resource needs to remain open and accessible for
future generations of Rockhounds to enjoy. In your
writings to the BLM, let them know that whether the
mining claim is renewed or not, you are asking the BLM
for assurance that the Dugway Geode Beds and their
access roads will remain open for public recreational
collecting. Below are e-mail addresses to contact all of
the parties involved in the Dugway Geode Beds issue.
Please help “Save the Geodes!™

DUGWAY GEODE CLAIM

Save the Geodes! The BLM is threatening to close the
only commercial claim on the Dugway Geode beds, in
operation for the last 50 years, because the renewal
paperwork was late this year. The claim is run by the
Crapo family under the business name “The Bug House,”
and new mining claims will not be issued by the BLM for
any commercial geode mining because the geode bed is a
restricted area.

Public response to urge renewal of the claim is critical.
The Crapo family has always supported the rockhound
community and made sure that anyone who collected on
their claim came away with lots of good geodes. Now it’s
our turn to support them, so please get the word out to
anyone interested in preserving this important collection
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