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Mary O. Pittard, 80, Geneva, died May 3, 2014 in Las Cruces, New Mexico. 
Born February 20, 1934 to George and Mary Picek Rudduck in Grand 
Rapids, Minnesota. 

Survivors: husband, Roger Pittard, Geneva; daughter, Cathy and Tim 
Fairbanks, San Antonio; sons, Kent and Lissa Pittard, Kalama, Wash., Mark 
and Anne Pittard, Ankeny, Iowa; brother, Richard and Raven Rudduck, 
Colorado Springs, Colo.; sister, Dorothy and Charles Thomas, Boron, Calif.; 
seven grandchildren; six great-grandchildren. 

Funeral Services: 10:30 a.m. Friday, United Methodist Church, Geneva. 
Visitation: 1 - 8 p.m. Thursday, with family greeting friends from 6 - 8 p.m., 
Farmer and Son Funeral Home, Geneva. Memorials: American Lung 
Association. Graveside Services: Geneva Public Cemetery. Pastor Ron Harris 
officiating. Online condolences: www.farmerandson funeralhome.com 

Mary was so proud of her first effort at 
wire wrapping. Ed Dvorak held a teaching 
session at the August 2010 Rock Party at 

the Marburgers. 





ALL-AMERICAN CLUB “Yearbook” AWARD – For Year 2014 
 

SECTION 1 – CLUB INFORMATION (NO POINTS AWARDED) 
 

Club Name & Address: Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club, Inc. 
 P.O. Box 5342, Lincoln, NE  68505 

 
Date organized: January 15, 1955 Federation affiliation: Midwest 

 
Number of members:  Adults: 80 Honorary/Life: 3 Juniors: 15 
 [Don’t combine Honorary/Life with total adults]   

 
Meeting Place: Bethany Park Shelter House 
 64th and Vine Streets, Lincoln, NE 
 (Include city, state)    

 
Person filling out form: Name: Sharon Marburger, Historian 
Address: 334 Locust, Box 64 
City: Hickman State: NE Zip: 68372 
Phone: 402.792.2348 E-mail: lgmc.editor@windstream.net 

 

Mission or purpose of the club: The purpose of this corporation shall be to study, promote an 

interest in, and disseminate knowledge of lapidary and various Earth Sciences including but not necessarily 

limited to Geology, Paleontology and Mineralogy.  It shall be a particular purpose of the corporation to 

provide education in these fields to its members and the general public, especially to youth and student  

groups. 
      

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
SECTION 2 – SERVICE TO MEMBERS OR GUESTS (30+ POINTS POSSIBLE) 

 
General Meetings:    
Number of meetings 9 Average Attendance 23 Guests 1 Door Prizes Yes  No X 

 
(2a) Programs: *Include a separate list of programs for the year, including topic, speaker, etc. 

 
Board Meetings:  Number of meetings: 9 Average attendance: 7 Guests: 3 

 
(2b) Officers: *Include a separate list of officers, directors, and committee chairmen. 

 
(2c) Junior Meetings:  Number of meetings: 9 Average attendance: 7 Guests: 2 
Adult leader(s): Susy McMahan, Carolyn Ashmore 
Bonus: Separate junior workshops or events 
other than meetings? 

 

 
(2d) Special Group Meetings (Established groups): Number attending:   

Cabbing  Tumbling  Carving  Flint Knapping  
Faceting  Metal-working/metalsmith  Beading  

Mineral study  Fossil study  Intarsia  Jewelry making  
Other: Monthly Rock Party – all fields studied   (Avg. 12 attendance) [Indicate type.]

 
(2e) Social Events: Number attending:   Picnic 8 Banquet    Holiday dinner 36 
Other (Describe): Pizza Supper (following Rock Swap) - 25 

 
  (2f) Show Yes X No  Date(s) April 5-6, 2014 
Dealers: Yes X No  # 14 Demonstrators: Yes X No  # 12 
Members working at show: # 26  Members attending: # 59 
Member Displays: # 36   Junior Displays: #  2 
Competitive Display Entry? Yes     No X #    

 
(2g) Swap Yes X No  Date(s): January 25, 2014 
Dealers: Yes X No  Number of Swappers:  10 
Number of members attending: 44  Number of members working: 25 

 
(2h) Special Features: Club library: Yes X No  Number of books: ~200 
Yearbook committee or Website Committee Sharon Marburger (Yearbook); Jim Atkins/Jim & 

Sharon Marburger (Web) 
 

(2i) Field Trips: Yes X No  Number of trips in field: 4 
Other clubs invited?   Yes X No  Non-members allowed? Yes X No  

 
Workshop: Yes  No X       
*Include a separate list of workshops. 
 

(2j)  Club maintains an active Website: Yes X No  URL  www.lincolngemmineralclub.org 
 

Traveling club display (For other club shows, youth groups, schools, etc.): Yes X No  



SECTION 3 – PUBLICATIONS AND PUBLICITY (15 POINTS POSSIBLE) 
 

Bulletin:              Yes X No  Bulletin name: Pick & Shovel 

Editor’s name: Sharon Marburger 

Club Website: Show information posted: Yes X No  

 Meeting information posted: Yes X No  

 Workshop information posted: Yes N/A No  

Meeting notices posted in public places:          Yes  No X Where?  

(3c)  Meeting notices published in local media: Yes X No  Where? Lincoln Journal Star,  

online calendars 

(3d)  Show and Swap fliers posted in public places:   Yes X No   

Where? Ken’s Kegs; Barberettes; Russ’ Markets lunch rooms; Norfolk, NE businesses; 

Auburn, NE businesses; Humboldt, NE businesses; Elk Creek, NE businesses; local  

restaurants; local motels; post office branches; local hospitals; hobby classes; local 

colleges and universities; local businesses; Lincoln Association for Traditional Art 

concerts; social networking sites; State Office Building, Lincoln Chamber of Commerce 

publication, Nebraska tourism 

Show information published in local media: Yes X No  Where? Lincoln Journal Star; 

Prime Time; Neighborhood Extra; The Voice newspaper; Buy Lincoln magazine; Nebraska Life  

Magazine; Kids’ Life 

Free or paid ads on TV or radio: Meeting notices: Yes  No X

 Show information: Yes X No  
 

Copies of supporting material to include in report: 1) fliers; 2) media articles about the club activities; 
3) show ads; 4) show or meeting notices from newspapers; 5) articles copied from club newsletter; 6) 
screens shots from web; 7) other. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
SECTION 4 – SUPPORT FOR REGIONAL FEDERATIONS, AFMS AND OTHER CLUBS 
(20+ POINTS POSSIBLE) 

 

(4a) Members served as Federation Officers, Committee Chairs or committee members: 

Regional federation: Yes X No  (*Include a separate list of members serving.) 

AFMS: Yes  No X (*Include a separate list of members serving.) 

4(b) Members attended a Federation convention or show: 

Regional Federation: Yes X No   #: 8 AFMS: Yes X No  #: 2 

(4c) Members supported Federation scholarships or endowment funds: 

AFMS: Scholarship fund: Yes  No  Endowment fund: Yes X No 2 

(4d) Other support for regional federations? (explain) Advertising in Pick & Shovel 

Members gave programs for other clubs: Yes  No X *Include a separate list of programs. 
 

Members attended other club shows, swaps, etc.: Yes  X No  
 

(4e) Members held joint field trips with other clubs: Yes X No  
 

Members displayed/demonstrated at other club shows: Yes  No X  
 

(4f)  Club exchanged bulletins with other  clubs: Yes X No  *Include a separate list. 
Bulletin Editor is a member of S.C.R.I.B.E. Yes X No   

 
Supporting material should include lists of all the above persons, positions, etc, and could include 
pictures, copies of certificates, reports printed in club newsletter, thank-you notes,etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SECTION 5 – COMMUNITY RELATIONS (15 POINTS POSSIBLE) 
 

(5a)  Members gave talks or demonstrations at local schools: Yes X No  
*Include a separate list of those given. 

 
(5b)  Members gave talks or demonstrations to local groups: Yes X No  
*Include a separate list of those given. 

 
Members maintained displays at local public sites: Yes  No X 
*Include a separate list of sites. 

 
(5c) Members maintained a booth, or an activity, at a local event: Yes X No  
*Include a separate list of events. 

 
Members donated materials to school, nursing home, etc.: Yes  No X 

 
Members active in local affairs: Yes  No X 

 
Supporting material for the above should provide details for these items, and could include pictures, 
thank you cards, letters and certificates of appreciation, reports from club newsletter, etc. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SECTION 6 – GOVERNMENT AGENCY AND LEGISLATIVE RELATIONS (10 POINTS 
POSSIBLE) 

 
Members served on governmental agency committees: Yes  No X  
*Include a separate list of those who served. 

 
Members provided comments on governmental agency proposals, etc.: Yes  No X
*Include a separate list of proposals and participants. 

 
Members contacted congressional representatives regarding      
legislation affecting access to sites, and collecting from same: Yes  No X
*Include a separate list of representatives contacted and legislation. 

 
Club members supported access/collecting lobbying organizations Yes X No  
*Include a separate list of organization(s). 
Bonus: Club is member of ALAA:  X Yes 

 
Supporting materials should include details for all of the above items, reports from club newsletter, 
and should include copies of correspondence. 

 
SECTION 7 – OVERALL FORMAT AND PRESENTATION (10 POINTS POSSIBLE) 
 
This section evaluates the entry on neatness, organization, grammar, spelling, and overall presentation 
of material. 
 
SCORING AND AWARDS 
Gold All-American Club Award: 90 - 100 points (average of three) 
Silver All-American Club Award: 80 - 89 points (average of three) 
Bronze All-American Club Award: 70 - 79 points (average of three) 
Honorable Mention: Less 70 points (average of three) 
 

 





SECTION 2 – OFFERINGS TO MEMBERS OR GUESTS 
 
 

INDEX 
 
 
Section 2 List of 2014 Membership 
 
Section 2a List of Programs 
 
Section 2b List of Officers, Directors, and Committee Members 
 
Section 2c Youth Group 
 
Section 2d Special Group Meetings 

1. Monthly Rock Parties 
 
Section 2e Social Events 

1. Pizza Supper 
2. Picnic in the Park 
3. Christmas Party 

 
Section 2f 56th Annual Show  
 
Section 2g 35th Annual Mid-Winter Rock Swap 
 
Section 2h List of Library contents 
 
Section 2i Field Trips 

1. Fort Dodge, Iowa (5/2014) 
2. Ashfall State Historic Park & Verdigre, Nebraska Gravel Pit (6/2014) 
3. Terry, Montana Multi-Federation (7/2014) 
4. Crawford, Nebraska (9/2014) 

 
Section 2j Web Site 
 
Section 2k Rockhound of the Year 
 
Section 2l Miscellaneous 



2014
WHO’S WHO 

Associated with 

2014 
 

LINCOLN GEM & MINERAL CLUB, INC. 
P.O. Box 5342, Lincoln, Nebraska 68505-0342 

2014 Elected Officers 

President ....................................................... Edward Dvorak 
1st Vice President ....................................... Richard Peterson 
2nd Vice President ............................................... Jayne Beer 
Treasurer ............................................................. Vera Lyman 
Secretary ................................................... Sharon Marburger 
Board Members: .... Carolyn Ashmore Jim Atkins 
 Susy McMahan Charles Wooldridge 

Regular Meetings: 3rd Thursday of month (exceptions to be 
publicized in The Pick & Shovel).  All meetings in 2014 are 
scheduled to be held in the Bethany Park Shelter near Cotner 
Blvd. and Vine Street in Lincoln. 

Official Colors:  Blue & Gold 

Web Page: www.lincolngemmineralclub.org 
Official Publication: THE PICK & SHOVEL
Editor: Sharon Marburger 
Business Reporters: Vera Lyman 
Circulation: Vera Lyman, Sharon Marburger 
Reporters: ALL Club Members 
Publisher: Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club, Inc. 
 P.O. Box 5342 
 Lincoln, NE  68508-0342

FOUNDER: Irl C. Everett 1921 – 2003 

Organized January 15, 1955 
Incorporated March 18, 1959 
Joined MWF February 12, 1961 
Joined NAOESCI January 1970 

The purpose of this corporation shall be to study, promote 
an interest in, and disseminate knowledge of lapidary and 
various Earth Sciences including but not necessarily limited 
to geology, paleontology and mineralogy.  It shall be a 
particular purpose of corporation to provide education in 
these fields to its members and the general public; 
particularly youth and student groups. 

MEMBERS OF: 
American Lands Access Association (ALAA) 
Friends of the University of Nebraska State Museum 

� ACTIVE LIFE MEMBERSHIP: 
Vera Lyman – 2009 
William Rockel - 2013 
Shirley Rockel - 2013 

Resident Agent:  James Marburger 



OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF
LINCOLN GEM & MINERAL CLUB

LINCOLN, NEBRASKA

Marburgers
Typewritten Text
For privacy purposes, pages have been removed.



 



January Annual Swap No program due to a full day of swapping 
and silent auction. Mineral Monkey 
awards given to those who missed 
December awards ceremony. 

February Video: Mining and cutting 
precious stones 

 

March No program. Finalizing Show 
planning 

 

April Video: “The Secret Canyon” Donated and running commentary by Jim 
Null 

May Video: “How to Find Agates” Karen Brzys of the Gitche Gumee 
Museum 

September Sharing of Summer Finds Everyone! 

October Halloween Contest  

November Video: “Gemstone Journey”  

December Christmas Party Rock Bingo!!  Nearly everyone wins a 
prize! 

SECTION 2a - SERVICE TO MEMBERS OR GUESTS - PROGRAMS 













 



SECTION 2b – SERVICES TO MEMBERS OR GUESTS – OFFICERS, 
DIRECTORS, AND COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
 
 
President Edward Dvorak 
First Vice-President Richard Peterson 
Second Vice-President Jayne Beer 
Treasurer Vera Lyman 
Secretary Sharon Marburger 
Board Member James Atkins 
Board Member Carolyn Ashmore 
Board Member Susy McMahan  
Board Member Charles Wooldridge 
Audit Roger Pittard, James Marburger, Ed Dvorak 
Christmas Party Edward Ridge 
Education / Librarian Charles Wooldridge, Judy Cropp 
Facebook Andrew Tiedje 
Field Trips James Marburger 
Geology Day Coordinator Jayne Beer 
Grinding Party Coordinator Jayne Beer 
Historian Sharon Marburger 
Legislative Liaison Susy McMahan 
Long Range Planning & By-Laws Edward Ridge, Robert Cropp, Charles Wooldridge, 

Sharon Marburger, Vera Lyman, John Harrison 
Membership Record Edward Ridge 
MWF Liaison Vera Lyman 
Nominating Committee Brad Nielsen, Roger Pittard, Vera Lyman, Edward 

Ridge, Robert Grimit, Sharon Marburger 
Programs Jayne Beer 
Property James Marburger 
Refreshments / Door Prizes Vera Lyman 
Scholarship Vera Lyman 
Show 2014 Charles Wooldridge 
Swap 2014 Richard Peterson 
Show—2015 Edward Dvorak 
Swap—2014 Jayne Beer 
Website James Atkins / Sharon & Jim Marburger 
Youth Activities Susy McMahan Carolyn Ashmore 
  

 



 









Julienne and Vienne at the top of the pile, while Corey searches about halfway up. 







December 2014 



 



Each month, LGMC members gather at the home or business of a host member to 

share in the love of the hobby. Lessons are available in cabochon cutting, faceting, 

silver smithing, wire wrapping, fossil preparation, and specimen identification. 

Participants also hold brainstorming sessions on a variety of subjects, including, but 

not limited to, the Mid-Winter Swap, Annual Show, and various youth and outreach 

activities. This also provides a good opportunity to hold brief committee meetings. 

Everyone has a good time learning, working on projects, and sharing ideas. The club 

youth, self-named Mineral Monkeys, are encouraged to participate in the Rock 

Parties. The events begin with a potluck supper, then off to the desired activity of the 

evening. There is a lot of fun and laughter accompanying these gatherings. 

Would you like to have some hobby fun? Consider 

hosting a monthly Rock Party. It doesn’t matter where 

you hold it. Pick a month. All you have to do is set the 

date and time, provide place settings for the potluck, 

and have areas to work in and chairs or floor to sit on. 

Let a Board Member know if you are interested in 

hosting. It is EASY and FUN! 

SECTION 2d - SERVICE TO MEMBERS OR GUESTS - SPECIAL 
GROUP MEETINGS, OTHER: ROCK PARTIES 
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JJANUARYANUARY R ROCKOCK P PARTYARTY  
by Sharon Marburger 

The Rock Party was held on Sunday, January 19, 2014 
at the home of Jim & Sharon Marburger.  Eleven club 
members arrived to good food and fun lapidary activities - 
Charles Bachle, Jackie Barnhardt, Jayne Beer, Corey Beer, 
Ja’zeil Jayvian, Tori Lee, Vera Lyman, Ellie Lyman, Ed 
Ridge, Andrew Tiedje, and Charles Wooldridge. 

The meal was a crock pot festival with chili, meatballs, 
and two kinds of crocked apples. Bread and dessert 
abounded. Very yummy, as usual. 

Prior to and following the meal, several members 
availed themselves of the two Genie lapidary machines, and 
the Beers’ grinding unit.  Eddie brought his horizontal lap 
and Jackie brought a gifted dremel tool to learned how to 
buff and polish silver jewelry. 

Safety-
conscious 
Jayne 
sports her 
protective 
eyewear 

Wooly and 
Corey 
share the 
use of one 
of the 
Genies 

Charles demonstrates 
to Tori how quickly 
and easily it is to cut 
a cabochon with a 
Genie. 

Even Mineral Monkeys have a good time at Rock Parties 

A sampling of what 
came out of the Rock 
Party.  Unfortunately, 
not all of the photos 
turned out, so not 
everything is shown 
here. 

photos by Jim & Sharon Marburger 
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FFEBRUARYEBRUARY R ROCKOCK P PARTYARTY  
by Sharon Marburger 

The Rock Party was hosted by Wooly and Jackie at their 
home in Lincoln on February 22. The group included Vera 
Lyman and Ellie; Brian, Jayne, and Corey Beer; Nancy 
Akins; Carrie Burkhardt; Mark Awakuni-Swetland; Ed 
Ridge; Richard Peterson; Susy McMahan, Carolyn 
Ashmore, and Jim and Sharon Marburger. 

There was a lively discussion of Show plans; good food 
to eat; Pete, Mark, and Brian checked out the club library; 
and Jackie worked on a project.  Wooly had a “mystery 
rock” he had everyone take a stab at identifying. About half 
of those present correctly 
identified the specimen as 
halite.  It was fun to watch 
the faces of those trying to 
figure out what it was. 

As always, we had a 
great time talking rocks, 
and sharing in our love of 
the hobby. 

Due to the upcoming 
show and Geology Day, 
there will not be a March 
Rock Party.  So sad. 

photos by Jim Marburger 

Ellie shows Nancy her electronic 
gadget and a few of the things she can 
do with it. 

Carrie B. and Ed R. share 
in “show” talk. 

Susy M. and Pete discuss some specimens. 

Pete watches Jackie work on her project. 

Pete and Brian check out some reading material 
from the club library. 

Mark checks out the show ad in a 
local publication. 
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MINERAL MONKEYS APRIL ROCK PARTY 

by Carolyn Ashmore 

Wow! What a great show we had! You all worked so 
hard, and Susy and I couldn’t ask for a better bunch of kids 
and adults, all working together as one big happy family 
(the rockhound way). A BIG thank you to Linda Guenter, 
Breanna Suhr, Sharon Schleiger, Marcia Eddy-Hamilton, 
and Philip Ashmore for giving their time, allowing 
everyone to get a chance to look around the show. 

With summer right around the corner, and May 15th our 
last meeting for 3 months, IT’S FIELD TRIP SEASON!!!!! 

For some the Senior Monkeys our lesson for May will 
be a review, but it is something we can never hear enough.  
“Safety In The Field,” the dos and don’ts for when you are 
out on a field trip. We will also discuss the “AFMS Code of 
Ethics” which is every rockhound’s GOLDEN RULE.  

With the field trip season upon us, another thing I want 
to cover is how to store and label your collection. By now, 
you all know how to collect, but storing that collection 
sometimes becomes a problem! We’re going to show you 
several ways of storing what you collect. Using egg 
cartons, shoe boxes, and other containers, you can store all 
your collections: neatly, labeled, and organized. 

Remind your parents about the May 24 field trip to 
Jesup, Iowa; and watch the P&S for information about the 
field trip to Ashfalls State Park this summer. 

See you at the meeting! 

photo by Carolyn Ashmore 

by Sharon Marburger 

The Rock Party was hosted by Ed Ridge on April 19th. 
Eddie planned a fantastic party, complete with food and a 
geological Easter egg hunt!  It was a glorious Saturday 
evening; perfect temperature and no bugs!!  We gathered in 
Eddie’s back yard where we had a lovely sandwich picnic 
with all the trimmings. 

Because it was Easter weekend, the party had a slow 
start. Soon enough, though, members began trickling in. 
Those in attendance - Sharon Marburger, Ed Dvorak, Brian 
Beer, Jayne Beer, Corey Beer, Jayne’s nephew Jake, 
Charles Wooldridge, Jackie Barnhardt, and, of course, Ed 
Ridge - had a fun time eating and hunting for Easter eggs. 

Eddie went all-out with the Easter eggs. He “planted” 
60+ eggs filled with small stones and minerals, and many 
with slips of numbered paper. The numbers corresponded 
with a larger specimen, rough, or slabs. The numbered 
items were found in Eddie’s basement, living room, or 
garage. It seemed like quite a labor-intensive effort on 
Eddie’s part, but I think he enjoyed it as much as we who 
hunted.  All of the treasures were donated by Eddie, from 
his personal collection. 

(Continued on page 8) 

photo by Jayne Beer 

photo by Sharon Marburger 

Marburgers
Rectangle
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APRIL ROCK PARTY - CONT’D 

Proudly serving 
the hobby for 

36 years 

J J 
L & 

J J & L Rocks & Minerals 
P.O. Box 68 
Hickman, NE  68372 

Lee Harrison 
Eric Harrison 
402.792.2337 

330 Locust 
Hickman, NE  68372 

James Marburger 
Sharon Marburger 

402.792.2348 

jimandjohn@jjlrocksandminerals.com 
www.jjlrocksandminerals.com 
jjlrocksmin - Ebay Username 
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 above: 
Sharon’s treasures from 
the Easter Egg Hunt 

The hunters combed Eddie’s front, back, and side yards, 
and the garage, for eggs. I always find great pleasure in 
teasing Corey when he misses a specimen, and I was not to 
be disappointed during this endeavor. Corey did not realize 
that two eggs were hidden in the same spot; he got one, I 
the other. 

At the end of it all, Eddie said he located a few of the 
eggs that we missed, and one is still missing. At least the 
specimens won’t decompose and make a big stench like 
real eggs!! 

(Continued from page 7) 
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MMAYAY R ROCKOCK P PARTYARTY  ANDAND R ROADSIDEOADSIDE C CLEANLEAN--UPUP  
by Jim and Sharon Marburger 

Saturday, May 31 started out as a beautiful, sunny day 
in Hickman. As the day progressed, big, puffy clouds 
started moving in.  Oh dear, was it going to rain on us 
while doing the roadside clean-up? 

Ed and Pat Dvorak arrived at the house with food for the 
potluck.  Once the vittles were safe and secure from the 
cats, we drove to the Hickman Rest Area to meet up with 
the rest of the roadside clean-up crew. 

At approximately 1:00, Jim Marburger handed out 
safety equipment and road section assignments.  There was 
a “hold your breath” couple of minutes while the clouds 
chose to sprinkle on us, then the nice breeze chased them 
off to reveal warm sunshine.  Thankfully, the clouds 
intermittently covered the sun, so we stayed quite 
comfortable. 

Fourteen adults and four children went forth to collect 
trash from the shoulders and ditches of our assigned portion 
of Highway 77.  Those present were Carolyn Ashmore and 
grandchildren Jayden and Mia; Ed and Pat Dvorak; Linda 
Guenter; Sharon Schleiger and her kids Matt and Brooklyn; 
Bruce Collamore; Steve May; Ed Ridge; Brian and Jayne 
Beer with son, Corey; Sharon Marburger; and future 
members Rikki Goldsby and Ruby Nesta.  Jim Marburger 
drove up and down the highway, providing drinking water 
and more trash bags to those in need. Paul Ashmore 
received special dispensation to stay with the cars, due to 
recent back surgery. 

The clean-up took about 2½ hours, due to one team 
getting a very late start.  (Ed R. and Sharon M. were 
helping to set up the safety signs, so they didn’t get started 
on their section of road until about 20 minutes after 
everyone else.)  As the teams completed their sections, they 
headed to the Marburgers’ house to wait for the potluck to 
begin.  Everyone, that is, except for the Beers.  They went 
agate hunting for a while, but soon their tummies won out 
over the potential finding of agates. 

Thanks to Pat Dvorak for preparing roast turkey, 
dressing, and pineapple upside down cake.  I heard the cake 
was out of this world! I believe it because there was not a 
crumb left at the end of the evening!  Thanks, also, to 
everyone else who contributed to the meal. There was 
cheese and crackers, chips, smoked meats, berry muffins, 
pasta salad, cole slaw, summer salad, assorted melons, and 
chili. 

After eating, Ed Ridge cut a couple of cabochons while 
Sharon M. and Corey cut open some of the Jesup, Iowa 
geodes.  Of those cut open, all but one of Sharon’s geodes 

were solid.  Hopefully, the ones that were too big to cut 
with the Genie saw will be hollow and filled with crystals. 

After all the fresh air and exercise, followed with eating 
turkey, everyone was pretty tired. Most of the evening was 
spent sharing hobby stories and tales of field trips past. 

All told, it was a very successful and fun day.  Let’s do 
it again in the fall!!!  

Tired and hungry 
volunteers enjoy 
the scrumptious 
meal. 

Jesup Geodes 
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AUGUST ROCK PARTY 
By Sharon Marburger 
Photos by Jayne Beer, Jim Marburger, and Sharon Marburger 

The August Rock Party was held at the Omaha 
home of Bruce Sturges on August 23. Fourteen people 
showed up to share in the rock hobby fun and good 
food. The assortment of people included Omaha club 
members, Lincoln club members, and some friends 
who are contemplating joining one or both clubs. 

The Marburgers and the Beers took equipment and 
projects to work on. Corey worked on some Montana 
agate collected during the Terry, Montana trip. Sharon 
ground and polished some windows in agates, jaspers, 
and petrified wood found on the Verdigre, Nebraska 
field trip. Ila Kunc was preparing a chunk of soapstone 
for carving, while other worked on cabochons and 
various grinding, sanding, and polishing projects. 
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LINCOLN CURIOS ROCK SHOP 
6625 Burlington - Lincoln, NE  68507 [Park in alley] 

(402) 310-3307 
 

► SPECIALIZING IN ARIZONA PETRIFIED WOOD ◄ 
 

 Rough stones and fossils for the hobbyist 
 Polished stone items for interior décor 
 Great selection of tumble-polished stones 

Open Tuesday thru Saturday 
10 a.m. - 6 p.m.  

FALL ROADSIDE CLEAN UP 2014 AND NOVEMBER ROCK PARTY 
by Jim Marburger, Chairman 

It was nearly a perfect day to pick up trash on our 
section of Highway 77 south of Lincoln.  The 
temperature was a brisk 50 degrees with full sunshine. 
(I had ordered 60 degrees a month ago, so it was close 
for this time of the year.) The only drawback was a 
pesky north wind around 20 miles per hour.  

When Sharon and I arrived at the meeting place in 
the old Rest Area, the crew was waiting. Sign-up 
sheets were signed, vests were distributed, and a safety 
talk was presented, then the 24 trash pickers were off 
like a herd of turtles. 

My job was to place the “Litter Pick Up” signs at 
each end of the area to warn highway traffic that we 
were out and doing our pick up. A second job was to 
check on the people as they were collecting trash; 
providing extra bags and water, doing a safety check, 
and shuttling people back to their cars. 

LGMC’s section of the four-lane highway is two 
miles long. With the great turnout of workers, each 
team worked a half mile length of road. A few people 
helped out other teams where the trash was heavy. A 
half-mile section does not seem like much to walk, but 
with all the back and forth zigs and zags, from the 
fenceline to the edge of the road, and the amount of 
uneven walking, does take its toll. The trash pick up 
took just over an hour and half to complete. 

This fall’s cleanup netted over 24 bags of trash, 
along with various car parts, tires, and trailer parts.  
The Department of Roads will come along and pick up 
the bags. They also provide the bags, vests, safety 
program, and signage. For those who don’t know, 
LGMC has a sign at each end of our section that tells 
the public this two-mile section is cleaned by the 
Lincoln Gem and Mineral Club. 

Thanks to those who helped with the cleanup.  
Most of the people were club members or family and 
friends. We even had four club members from Omaha 
make the trip to help. We will have another cleanup in 
the spring; we will let you know the date and time 
when it gets closer. 

This project is not a collecting area, but it does 
support the AFMS’ “Code of Ethics”: I will support 
the rock hound project H.E.L.P. (Help Eliminate 
Litter Please) and will leave all collecting areas 
devoid of litter, regardless of how found. This is also 
a great community service.  

After the clean-up was done, a few people had to 
return to Lincoln for other activities. The rest of the 
attendees continued to Hickman for the monthly Rock 
Party. 

The Rock Party was hosted at Sharon’s and my 
home. There was lots of food brought in: chili, beef 
soup, tomato and beef soup, Mongolian beef, rice, 
chips, cheese, crackers, chocolate-banana bread, 
wheat rolls, cinnamon rolls, apple crisp, cookies, and 
a whole bunch of pumpkin-based desserts. Jayne’s 
pumpkin bars were made-from-scratch-pumpkin, and 
they were delicious! 

I gave a quick lesson on face polishing of rocks to 
the Kemper family. They polished fluorite, Coyamito 
agate, and bubblegum agate. Sharon worked on some 
“parking lot finds” and Jayne Beer worked on some 
cabochons for a friend. 

A group went outside to the porch to look through 
some boxes of specimens that were donated to the 
club. The rocks were sorted into four groups: youth 
group, silent auction, bingo prizes, and gem dig. Some 
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FALL ROADSIDE CLEAN UP 2014 AND NOVEMBER ROCK PARTY—CONT’D 
fantastic specimens were found. 

Sharon showed rocks she had found during multiple 
parking lot field trips. The kids present thought some of the 
specimens were pretty cool. Sharon also showed her finds 
from the Des Moines field trip, including a Lake Superior 
agate. 

Although Ed Dvorak brought his wire wrapping 
supplies, there was not enough energy or interest in 
pursuing any lessons. 

Most people at the Rock Party visited about anything 
and everything, enjoying the warmth and lack of wind 
inside the house. It was a very pleasant afternoon and 
evening, and we look forward to doing it again very soon. 



 



Incoming president, Ed Dvorak, 
offers outgoing-President, Jim 
Marburger, the gavel plaque for a 
job well done. 

Somehow, we didn’t get our usual pictures 
of the pizza supper that show all the pizza, 
breadsticks, salads, lasagna, dessert, 
beverages, and anniversary cake. Nor did 
we get photos of everyone having a great 
time eating, talking about the success of 
the swap, discussing all aspects of the 
hobby, and just plainly having fun. 



Jim Marburger flirting with the photographer (Sharon Marburger) 
Jayne Beer, Corey Beer, Brian Beer, and Ed Ridge all setting up for the picnic. 

(Top left) Brian Beer did the grilling honors this year; 
(top right) Sharon Marburger, Charlie Messenger, 
Karen Messenger, Ed Ridge, and some others not 

visible chat and relax after eating their meals. 

Nature sprinkled a few drops on 
us during the picnic, but at least 

there were no ants! 



Potluck Supper Our Faithful Old Tree 

Rock Bingo Prizes! 



Silent Auction 

Youth Group with Co-leaders Carolyn Ashmore and Susy McMahan 



In 2014, membership recognition pins were given out 
for the first time in many years. The pins recognize 

length of membership in 5-year increments. The pins 
show the number of years each person has been a 

member of the club. LGMC has three very long time 
members whose pins reflect 

the following: James 
Marburger - 45 years; Ed 

Ridge - 40 years; Vera 
Lyman - 35 years. This is a 
picture of Jim Marburger’s 

pin. 

President Ed Dvorak (right) presents 
43-year member, Ed Ridge, with a 

Life Membership Award 

Youth Group Co-leader, Carolyn Ashmore, 
was selected as 2014’s Rockhound of the Year 

for her outstanding service to the club. 

She was in total shock over receiving the honor. 





 



Show Committee 

 
Chairman: ---------------------------------------------------------------------- Charles Wooldridge 

Breakfast: -------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Vera Lyman 

Dealers: ------------------------------------------------------------------------- Charles Wooldridge  

Demonstrators: -------------------------------------------------------------------- Carrie Burkhardt 

Displays: --------------------------------------------------------------------- Jayne Beer, Ed Ridge 

Event Center Liaison: ------------------------------------------------------------------ Vera Lyman 

Finance & Ticket Sales: ------------------------------------------------- Jim Atkins, Vera Lyman 

Floor Chairman: -------------------------------------------------------------------------- Ed Dvorak 

LGMC Club Booth: ---------------------------------------------- Bob Grimit, Carmen Perzinski 

Plants: --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Ed Ridge 

Printed Program: ---------------------------------------------------------------- Sharon Marburger 

Programs & Speakers: -------------------------------------------- Jim Null, Charles Wooldridge 

Publicity & Promotion: --------------------------------------------------------- James Marburger 

Ribbons & Recognitions: ------------------------------------------------------ Sharon Marburger 

Security: ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Vera Lyman 

Silent Auction: ----------------------------------------------------- Jackie Barnhardt, Judy Cropp 

Special Features: -------------------------------------------------------------- Charles Wooldridge 

Web Master: ------------------------------------------------------------------------------ Jim Atkins 

Youth Activities: --------------------------------------------- Carolyn Ashmore, Susy McMahan 











PROGRAM INSERT 



PROGRAM INSERT 













Preparing for the live auction of some 
very nice pieces that were donated to the 

Silent Auction 

The Show was dedicated to 

Charlie & Karen Messenger 

for their hard word 

throughout the years 





Configuration of Entry Tables and Club Booth 



 



FREE ADMISSION
BUY - SELL - TRADE - ROCKS - MINERALS 

FOSSILS - JEWELRY - EQUIPMENT

CASH SALES MUST BE COMPLETED USING SWAPPER DOLLARS. SWAPPER DOLLARS ARE AVAILABLE
FROM THE CLUB TREASURER AT A 10% SURCHARGE, PAYABLE BY THE BUYER.

LINCOLN GEM & MINERAL CLUB BOX 5342 LINCOLN NE 68505-0342
CONTACT RICHARD PETERSON 402-489-2996

LINCOLN GEM & MINERAL CLUBʼS

35TH ANNUAL ROCK SWAP
Saturday JANUARY 25, 2014 1:00PM - 5:00PM

Dealer Tables - ½ Table $10, Full Table $20 - Doors Open to Dealers at 12 Noon

Family 

Friendly

Silent 

Auction

ANTELOPE PARK SHELTER
VETERANS MEMORIAL DRIVE, LINCOLN, NEBRASKA

LOCATION 
CHANGE



Silent Auction table.  Our tables this year brought in a 
record amount of money. 



Treasurer Vera Lyman greets 
visitors, sells Swapper Bucks, 
and collects monies from the 
Silent Auction.  What would 
we do without our “Rock”? 

Swap 
Chairman 
Richard 
Peterson 
makes the 
rounds 
during the 
Swap to 
make sure 
everything 
is running 
smoothly. 









 



SECTION – OFFERINGS TO MEMBERS OR GUESTS - LIBRARY 
 
 

 
The library continues to grow with member donations and subscriptions.  Out of print journals 
and magazines are solicited and several “missing” magazine issues have been located and 
donated to the library. 
 
Pick & Shovel - All issues of the club bulletin since its inception are available in hard copy and 
electronic copy.  The Historian also maintains a set. 
 
Lapidary Journal magazine - All but 6 random issues under the Lapidary Journal masthead. 
 
Gems & Minerals magazine - All issues from 1957 until its demise around 1990. 
 
Rock and Gem magazine - Most issues from its inception in 1974 to date. 
 
Earth Science journal - incomplete set with issues beginning about 1948 and continuing until it 
was annexed by American Geological Institute. 
 
Desert Magazine - Incomplete set with issues dating from the mid-1950s up to its demise. 
 
Master’s Theses from about 15 students who have been financially supported by the club. 
 
Approximately 250 books on various subjects including mineralogy, paleontology, geology, 
lapidary, faceting, metal smithing, and history. 
 
Several maps showing collecting areas. 
 
Assortment of VCR tapes, CDs and DVDs on mineral identification, slide shows, and videos. 

Marburgers
Typewritten Text
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 Geodes 
 Crystals 
 Un-cut Rocks 
 Pre-cut Rock Slabs 
 Pre-cut Cabochons 
 3 Buffalo Skulls 
 Fossils 
 Miscellaneous Minerals 
 Lapidary Equipment 

UUPCOMINGPCOMING F FIELDIELD T TRIPSRIPS  

~ SALE ~ ~ ~ SALE ~ ~ ~ SALE ~ ~ ~ SALE ~ ~ ~ SALE ~ 
ROCKS AND MINERALS :  Collection of 50+ Years 

by Jim Marburger 

Join us on the “Iowa Geodes” field trip scheduled for 
May 24, 2014 near Jesup, Iowa (east of Waterloo, and 
about 330 miles or a 5 hour drive from Lincoln).  This joint 
field trip with the River Valley Rockhounds of Fort Dodge, 
Iowa will allow us to collect geodes in a small abandoned 
quarry on private land. The walnut- to grapefruit-sized 
geodes are similar to the Keokuk variety, but are somewhat 
nicer and with a wider variety of crystals. There is a $5.00 
per person entrance fee. All that is needed to collect the 
geodes is a small shovel, rock hammer, small rake, and a 
bucket to carry them in. Do not forget the usual items; 
water, tick repellent, food, first aid kit, gloves, boots, coat 
(depending on weather), hat, and cell phone. You may have 
other items you like to include; feel free to bring those, too.  
Camping spots and motels are in the area.  Lunch is on your 
own, so bring food/snacks. 

We will meet at the Fort Dodge Fort Museum on 
Business Highway 20 east of U.S. Highway 169 on the 
west edge of Fort Dodge. At 9:30 a.m., the group will 
depart, taking U.S Highway 20 east to the Grundy Center 
Plaza at the junction of U.S. Highway 20 and Iowa 
Highway 14, exit 208, where a short fuel/restroom/snack 

For More Information Contact: 
Karen Sole 

Home: 402.225.4203 
Cell:  402.879.5599 

break will occur. Continuing east on Highway 20, take the 
Jesup Exit 245.  Take County Road V-62 (paved) north for 
4 miles to County Road D-16 (gravel). (If people need a pit 
stop, the Cutshall Area is about a mile north of the 
intersection.)  Go east on County Road D-16 for one mile 
to the Jim Smith farm, which is on the north side of the 
road. Stop at the house and pay $5 per person. Continue on 
0.1 mile north past the house on the lane leading to the 
small abandoned quarry on the right. 

You may collect as long as you want. Remember to 
follow the AFMS Code of Ethics. Most of all, have fun! M
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GGENERALENERAL M MEETINGEETING M MINUTESINUTES  
May 15, 2014, Bethany Park Shelter House 
Respectfully submitted by Sharon Marburger 

JJESUPESUP, I, IOWAOWA F FIELDIELD T TRIPRIP  

 Meeting called to order at 7:06 p.m. by President 
Ed Dvorak. 

 24 Adult members, 9 Mineral Monkeys, 1 guest 
(Andy Zarins) 

 Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 

 The minutes of the April meeting were published 
in the Pick & Shovel. Jim Marburger moved to 
accept the minutes as printed, second by Bob 
Grimit, carried. 

 The Treasurer’s Report was read by President 
Dvorak in the absence of Treasurer Lyman. 
Charlie Messenger moved to accept the report as 
read, second by Karen Messenger, carried. 

OLD BUSINESS 

 The Joint Field Trip with the Fort Dodge, Iowa 
club will be May 24. We will meet in Fort Dodge 
and travel to Jesup, Iowa for collecting geodes. 

 The Roadside Clean-up will be done on May 31. 
Chairman Jim Marburger asked members to sign 
up so he could assign road sections. 

 The April Rock Party was outstanding! Thanks to 
Ed Ridge for the Easter egg hunt and all the 
wonderful specimens he provided. 

NEW BUSINESS 

 Rowdy Cropp volunteered to host the June Rock 
Party at the Lapidary Class location, Auld Center, 
on June 21 at 4:00 p.m. He plans to provide 
sandwich makings for the potluck. 

 Bruce Sturges plans to have an all day Rock Party 
event in July. Details to come later. 

 Bruce commented on the Sole’s rock sale 
advertisement. He viewed the collection and says 
it contains great specimens. 

 The meeting adjourned at 7:19 p.m. on a 
motion by Bob Grimit and second by Karen 
Messenger, to the Department of Roads’ clean-up 
video and the video “How to Find Agates” by Karen 
Brzys, Gitche Gumee Museum. 

by Jim Marburger, Field Trip Chairman 

On the morning of May 24, 2014, while Sharon 
was filling the car up with gas in Fort Dodge, Iowa, 
what did she hear?  “Hey SHARON!”  Yes, it was the 
Beers driving by on the way to find rock landscaping 
for Corey and Brian to hunt near the meeting point for 
the field trip with the River Valley Rockhounds of 
Fort Dodge.  After fueling, we met up with President 
and field trip leader, Robert Wolf. As participants 
assembled for the trip, Robert passed out samples of 
gypsum and selenite that was found in the area.   

It was about a two-hour drive from Fort Dodge to 
Jesup.  At the halfway point, there was a truck stop 
where we stretched our legs and purchased lunch and 
snack items.  The truck stop was very busy.  Oh yeah, 
there was landscape material there also and the Laker 
hunters were out in force.  The group continued on to 
Jesup without four cars because the humans were 
agate licking and talking.  When we realized we were 
left behind, we jumped into the cars and tried to catch 
up with the group.   

We were 15 to 20 minutes behind the leaders, but I 
had directions to the site with me.  I was doing well 
until we missed a sign to the county road we were to 
take. A backtrack of a couple of miles put us further 
behind, but we were close.  There was some concern 
about whether we were on the correct road because the 
“gravel road” we were supposed to be on was actually 
paved.   

When our group finally arrived at the collection 
site, there were 10 rock pups, 25 people from Iowa, 
and 10 members along with two new Mineral 
Monkeys from the Lincoln club, ready to dig geodes. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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If you are ever 
in need of a 

nametag, take 
note of 

President Ed’s 
impromptu 
nametag. 

Thank you, LGMC members who attended.  A 
gigantic thank you to the Fort Dodge club for hosting 
the dig.  We are hosting a reciprocal field trip to 
Royal, Nebraska to visit the Ashfall State Historical 
Park on June 21, 2014, followed by a hunt at a gravel 
pit in the area as a thank you to the River Valley 
Rockhounds.  Please see the article on page 5 in this 
Pick and Shovel for more information.  I hope to see 
you there. 

 

By the way, if you have questions about 
fossils, Robert Wolf is the man to talk to.  
He has written two field guides on the 
fossils of Iowa.  You can find compre-
hensive coverage of more than 150 sites in 
Iowa and the adjacent areas of Minnesota 
and Nebraska, with the types of fossils 
found and precise directions, at http://
www.robertcharleswolf.net/works.htm. 

The pit where 
the geodes were 
found was on 
private property.  
It was a barrow 
pit that was an 
easy walk into.  
There were 
shovels, picks, 

hammers, and buckets everywhere, 
and the soundS of digging filled the 
air.  The limestone had to be peeled 
back to reveal the geodes as small 
walnut size bumps to a few that 
were near 10 inches in size.  Calcite 
crystals having a secondary growth 
of brown calcite made them look 
purple when first pulled out of the 
ground and opened. 

The day was beautiful with cool sunshine and no 
bugs.  After about three hours of digging, most people 
started leaving for the return trip home with a good 
number of geodes.  They left with not only geodes, but 
stories of the fun had on a great day in Iowa. 

 

 

This is what 
made it home 
with the 
Marburgers. 

 

I forgot to mention that we were told no Lakers 
could be found in the Fort Dodge/Jesup area.  Of 
course, our very own Laker-hound, Corey, found 
several Lakers in the landscape rock, both in Fort 
Dodge and at the truck stop.  To Sharon’s frustration 
and aggravation, Corey picked up a Laker she had just 
stepped over!  Darned “pretty rock syndrome!”  When 
he showed the River Valley Rockhounds members 
what he had found in the landscaping, he received the 
exclamation, “WOW! Where DID you find those?!!” 

(Continued from page 3) 

JJESUPESUP, I, IOWAOWA F FIELDIELD T TRIPRIP  --  CONTCONT’’DD  

New members, the Kempers, 
searched with exuberance! 

photos b
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FFIELDIELD T TRIPRIP  TOTO A ASHFALLSHFALL S STATETATE H HISTORICALISTORICAL P PARKARK  

LINCOLN CURIOS ROCK SHOP 
6625 Burlington - Lincoln, NE  68507 [Park in alley] 

(402) 310-3307 
 

► SPECIALIZING IN ARIZONA PETRIFIED WOOD ◄ 
 

 Rough stones and fossils for the hobbyist 
 Polished stone items for interior décor 
 Great selection of tumble-polished stones 

Open Tuesday thru Saturday 
10 a.m. - 6 p.m.  

by Jim Marburger, Field Trip Chairman 

On June 21, 2014, we will meet up with the Fort 
Dodge, Iowa River Valley Rockhounds at 12:00 p.m. 
at the Ashfall State Historical Park Visitor Center, 
517th Avenue, Royal, Nebraska.  This location is about 
four hours from both Fort Dodge and Lincoln, so it 
will be a long day trip. Consider making it a weekend 
trip. 

The following was copied from the web site  
http://ashfall.unl.edu/visit.html. 

Our first stop should be the interpretive displays 
and the fossil preparation laboratory. You are invited 
to ask the paleontologists about their work. 
Educational programs are presented on a regular basis. 
From the Visitor Center, it is but a short stroll to the 
Hubbard Rhino Barn, where new discoveries continue 
to be unearthed. 

Ashfall is situated on 360 acres of rugged 
rangeland in the scenic Verdigre Creek Valley. Nature 
trails were developed to help interpret the geology as 
well as the flora and fauna of the area. Picnicking is 
permitted on the park, and campers can use nearby 
Grove Lake Wildlife Management Area near Royal. 

Collecting fossils or other specimens on the park 
grounds is strictly prohibited. (If every visitor took a 
“souvenir,” one of Nebraska’s natural historic 
treasures would be gone forever.) Preservation of 
Ashfall now and for future generations is made 
possible by the generosity of the Nebraska Game and 
Parks Foundation, which purchased the land in 1986, 

and the Burlington Northern Foundation, which 
supplied a grant for construction of facilities. 

Paleontologists and interpretive staff at the site are 
provided by the University of Nebraska State 
Museum. 

Park Information:  

May 23-Sept 1:  
Monday-Saturday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Sunday 11 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Admission: Entrance fee *AND* valid 

Nebraska Park Entry Permit required. 
Entrance Fee: $5.00 per person age 3 and 

older 
Park Entry Permit: $5.00 Daily Permit -OR-

$26.00 Annual Permit 
 

After visiting the park, there will be a short drive 
to a gravel pit near Veridgre, Nebraska to collect items 
from the oversize rock pile.  Agate, jasper, petrified 
wood, and, possibly, fossils can be located.  The pit 
owner will have some piles to collect on.   The area 
will be limited to the pile area only.  Directions to the 
pit will be given to attendees at the Ashfall site.  I am 
working on getting permission to collect on a second 
pit in the area. 

Boots, hats, safety vests, tools, collection 
containers, water, and bug and sunburn sprays are 
some of the items you will need.  Facilities are limited 
to very small towns of under 500 people. 



6 Volume 56, Issue 11:  July 2014 Pick & Shovel 

 

FFIELDIELD T TRIPRIP  TOTO A ASHFALLSHFALL  ANDAND G GRAVELRAVEL P PITIT  

We drove to Verdigre, Nebraska where we set up 
camp again.  We were surprised once more at the lack 
of campers, since we were told this campground 
would be heavily populated with bicyclists.  We had 
the entire campground to ourselves! 

We arrived at Ashfall around 11 a.m. and were 
very impressed with the number of visitors at the 
center.  We soon realized that most of the visitors were 
part of a classic car touring event that stopped to view 
the spectacular images of excavated rhinos. 

It was a gorgeous day with a nice breeze blowing, 
perfect for being outside, not to mention collecting 
specimens. Jim and I relaxed while waiting for 
everyone else to arrive at the prescribed gathering time 
of noon.  I visited with the “gatekeeper,” then settled 

on the ground by one 
of the signs to study 
the rock landscaping.  I 
found a few interesting 
pieces, which I 
photographed, because 
it is illegal to collect on 
the State Park grounds.  
Although it doesn’t 
look like much in the 
photo, it was a very 
interesting concretion 
ball; gray with a bright 
yellow pattern.  The 
agate supporting the 
ball was okay, too. 

Soon, Ed Dvorak arrived, followed by the Beers 
and the Kempers.  Unfortunately, none of the Fort 
Dodge, Iowa members were able to make it. As I 
understood it, there was some illness and some broken 
bones. 

We toured the park, amazed at what the 
archaeologists had uncovered.  There is not much to 
say except, “Wow!” (See pictures on page 7.) 

After a couple of hours roaming through the Rhino 
Barn and other areas of the park, we regrouped and 
headed towards Verdigre, where we had obtained 
permission to collect at one of the many gravel pits in 
the area. 

(Continued on page 7) 

by Sharon Marburger 

Jim and I headed out toward Ashfall State Historic 
Park after work on Friday, June 20. It was a beautiful 
afternoon, although very humid and partly cloudy with 
a moderate risk for thunderstorms.  We planned to 
drive as far as Madison, Nebraska, where we would 
spend the night camping at the county fairgrounds. 

When we arrived at Madison to set up our 
campsite, not another soul was in the campground.  
We had been told that a very large party was expected, 
and that campsites would be limited.  Hmmmm.  Oh 
well, since no one was there, we had our pick of the 
choicest sites! 

Right around dusk, there was a loud knocking at 
the door.  I turned around and saw a face at the 
window!  I nearly had a heart attack!!  Fortunately, it 
was not a serial killer; only the fairgrounds 
maintenance man.  He asked if I knew about the 
coming storms, to which I responded, “We have a 
weather radio.”  He nodded and said he was closing 
the fairgrounds gates, but not locking them since we 
were there.  I thanked him and he left.  Soon 
thereafter, all the storms that had been going to the 
north and south of us, suddenly decided that Madison 
was where they wanted to be.  Thunder, lightning, 
wind, oh my!  I was very nervous and was seriously 
thinking about cuddling up next to the fairground 
offices, but I was too chicken to make my way 
through the wild lightning to get there. 

It stormed off and on all night, not giving either 
Jim or me a very good sleep.  However, we survived it 
all, and were able to continue our trip.  On our way out 
of town, we spotted a location sporting lots of river 
rock.  We spent about 45 minutes looking and 
collecting, then proceeded on to Ashfall, with a 
promise to ourselves that we would stop at this 
location on the return trip. 
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Silversmithing classes 
 

The Jewelry Connection Ltd. 
Indian Village Shopping Ctr. 

13th & Arapahoe, Lincoln 

Tuesdays 
August 12, 2014 

thru 
September 30, 2014 

7:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 
 

Tuition: $120 plus $30 supply deposit 
 

Contact: 

Jayne Beer 402-890-3307 
Judith Bay 402-423-7058 

or e-mail 
jbeer60070@aol.com 

Our collecting was restricted to this one pile, 
which produced several very nice specimens.  Some of 
the more spritely club members were able to climb to 

(Continued from page 6) 

FFIELDIELD T TRIPRIP  TOTO A ASHFALLSHFALL  ANDAND G GRAVELRAVEL P PITIT  --  CONTCONT’’DD  

the top of the pile, while some of us older folks stayed 
toward the bottom.  I have pictorial proof that LGMC 
does, indeed, have Mineral Monkeys as members! 

(Continued on page 8) 
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FFIELDIELD T TRIPRIP  TOTO A ASHFALLSHFALL  ANDAND G GRAVELRAVEL P PITIT  --  CONTCONT’’DD  

One very nice specimen of petrified wood was 
discovered by one of the Mineral Monkeys. (Sorry, 
girls.  I still don’t know who is who.) 

There was a lot of laughter and poking fun at poor 
me because I found it easier to belly crawl up the pile, 
and I was a lot closer to the rocks so they couldn’t 
escape my eagle eye! 

The afternoon wore on with fun and laughter, and 
the discovery of more rocks. That brought on a 
multitude of questions for which we sometimes had 
answers. 

(Continued from page 7) 

Mineral Monkeys Vienne and Julienne at the top of the pile, 
while the old timers, including Corey, hunt lower on the pile. 

Finally, it was announced that certain club 
members needed to get down the road in order to get 
home at a decent hour, and others had more stops on 
their agendas. 

Jim and I headed back to the Verdigre campground 
where I sorted rocks, washed them off, and packaged 
them in Ziploc bags with their appropriate labels. 

It was a lovely and quiet evening, and after the 
busy, fun-filled day, Jim and I headed for the land of 
Nod at an early hour.  The lack of sleep the night 
before also contributed to this. 

The next morning brought us a gentle rain while 
we broke camp.  We peacefully headed toward home, 
with a stop again at Madison, to hunt for more rocks.  
We spent about an hour collecting, then started for 
home again.  The day ended up being lovely, once we 
drove out of the rain. 

As always, we miss you and are saddened at your 
absence when you cannot participate in our field trips.  
You missed another good one, folks. 

It was unfortunate that this field trip coincided 
with the June Rock Party.  That party was cancelled at 
the last minute, but not in time for those planning to 
attend the party to make other plans to join the field 
trip.  These things happen.  Hopefully, we can avoid 
such conflicts in the future. 
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Jewelry repair and 
custom fabrication in 

silver and gold. 
We can help you turn your 

stones or metal into 
beautiful new jewelry pieces. 

 
 

Open Monday through Saturday 
2701 North 48th Street, Suite #1 

Lincoln, Nebraska 
402-325-0465 

heartofgold2@windstream.net 
 

Like us on Facebook! 

MMULTIULTI--FFEDERATIONEDERATION F FIELDIELD T TRIPRIP  TOTO T TERRYERRY, M, MONTANAONTANA  
by Jayne Beer (photos by the Beer family) 

We arrived in the Terry, Montana area on 
Wednesday night, July 30th, and signed up for daily 
trips. Along the way, of course, we hit several 
landscape rock collecting spots. 

On the first day, we went to the river and hunted 
for Montana agates. We found a few but not as many 
as we found in the landscapes. There was lots of nice 
petrified wood. 

It didn’t take long for Corey to find some people to 
talk their ears off and show them what he had found. 

Linda Guenter and three of her grandchildren were 
the only other Lincoln club members we saw here. 

(Continued on page 10) 
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TTERRYERRY, M, MONTANAONTANA  --  CONTCONT’’DD  

Corey and Logan Guenther on the second day 
looking for Ammonites.  We didn’t find much and 
Logan, Cameron, and Ivy were not too thrilled to be 
there. 

(Continued from page 9) 

We left the Ammonites area early. I’m not sure 
what Linda and the kids did, but Brian, Corey, and I 
went to a little dinosaur museum. Most of these things 
were found on the ranch that we are headed to today. I 
hope that we find something there. 

The Beer boys were wishing we could get to the 
other side of the Yellowstone River, where they could 
see rocks on the shore. We, of course, did find a way 
down to the river. It was one of the best spots we went 
to on our trip. 

Linda’s and the Beers’ cars. Yes, we took the LeSabre to 
new heights by putting a car topper on it. 

The weekend seemed very well organized with so many 
activities planned each day. There were speakers in the 
evening and there was even a benefit bar-b-que. 

We found a little bit of bone, but mostly the best 
petrified wood we have EVER seen. The car was sooooooo 
over loaded. 

At the end of 
the day, we were 
given an idea of 
a place to go, so 
we did - but we 
shouldn’t have. 
The roads were 
not made for our 
kind of vehicle. 
It was nice out 
there but not much worth picking up. 
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by Ed Dvorak, President and Dinosaur Hunter Extraordinaire! 
Photos courtesy of Ed Dvorak 

On July 31, 2014, I teamed up with Brian Birdsall 
from Washington state to go on a Dino trip.  We went 
to Baisch’s Dinosaur Digs near Glendive, Montana.  
There we met up with Marge, the ranch owner, and 
Jerry, the on-site paleontologist. After about two hours 
of collecting petrified wood, we took a break.  Marge 
told us that over by that tree up on the hill would be a 
good place to search for great wood. 

Crawling up a gully, we spotted something strange 
sticking out of the bank.  It was a different color and 
shape from the rest of the landscape.  A closer look 
showed small porous holes all over.  Did we find some 
bone?  We did a little digging, and yes, it was bone, 
and it kept going deeper into the bank.  We decided 
then to get an expert’s opinion.  We went and got Jerry 
the paleontologist to check out our find.  He said it 
was definitely dinosaur bone, but didn’t know what 
kind without more digging to uncover the back of the 
bone.  He then asked Brian and me how long we 
would be staying.  Why did he want to know? 

Jerry went to find Marge, bringing her back to 
check out our find.  We told her that we wished there 
were a lot of bones in the bank that we could uncover!  
Marge told us to be very careful of what we wish for. 
To this point in time, the last dino find has taken three 
years to uncover -  and they are still digging! 

Marge and Jerry had a talk, and Marge said we 
could come back the next day to continue digging. 
Jerry said this is the first time Marge allowed this to 
happen, so Brian and I felt very special. 

On August 1, we went back to the dig site.  After 
removing about 2 cubic yards of dirt, we had all of the 
bone exposed.  The bone was laying on top of 
sediment from a stream bed or it was washed ashore.    

Underneath the bone was gravel and fine silt.   
When Jerry came back, he brought with him another 
paleontologist and they both agreed that we had a tibia 
bone from a duckbilled dinosaur (Edmontosaurus) 
about 68 millon years old. 

Jerry showed us how to put on a cast over the bone 
and, when it was dry, we rolled it over onto an old 
army stretcher.  With the help of friends we carried the 
bone cast down the hill and put in Jerry’s pickup box.  

THE AMAZING DINO ADVENTURE 

  
Marge said we could have the bone after all the 

work we’d done in such a short time.  I had no room to 
take the bone home, but Brian did.  The bone is now in 
the state of Washington. 

Check one item off “My Bucket List.” 
(Continued on page 7) 

Ed and Brian 
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Proudly serving 
the hobby for 

36 years 

J J 
L & 

J J & L Rocks & Minerals 
P.O. Box 68 
Hickman, NE  68372 

Lee Harrison 
Eric Harrison 
402.792.2337 

330 Locust 
Hickman, NE  68372 

James Marburger 
Sharon Marburger 

402.792.2348 

jimandjohn@jjlrocksandminerals.com 
www.jjlrocksandminerals.com 
jjlrocksmin - Ebay Username 

Ed showing the length of the bone 
 

(Continued from page 6) 

THE AMAZING DINO ADVENTURE - CONT’D 

The Mighty Dino Hunters! 

Rolling the bone onto a stretcher 
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Silversmithing classes 
 

The Jewelry Connection Ltd. 
Indian Village Shopping Ctr. 

13th & Arapahoe, Lincoln 

Tuesdays 
August 12, 2014 

thru 
September 30, 2014 

7:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 
 

Tuition: $120 plus $30 supply deposit 
 

Contact: 

Jayne Beer 402-890-3307 
Judith Bay 402-423-7058 

or e-mail 

NORTHWEST NEBRASKA 28TH ANNUAL ROCK SWAP, 2014 
by Susy McMahan  

Carolyn and Paul Ashmore, and I arrived in 
Crawford, Nebraska on Thursday, August 28, so we 
could be up bright and early Friday morning for the field 
trip of the day. A guided field trip is always held Friday, 
Saturday, and Sunday mornings.   

After a helping of my favorite, home-cooked sausage 
and biscuits, we set off into the grasslands to hunt for the 
elusive Fairburn agate, jasper, petrified wood, among 
others. The rainy weather made for great hunting. While 
the three of us didn’t find that elusive Fairburn, others 
did. We found plenty of keepers though, and are now 
able to go out on our own to hunt. 

There were many dealers at the outdoor swap near the 
park in Crawford. There was everything from agates to 
fossils. The weather was perfect, with a few rainy 
patches here and there. We saw old friends and we 
always make new friends! 

The 16th Agate Collectors meeting was held Saturday 
afternoon, with author Roger Clark speaking on Fairburn 
agates. He offered some new tips for collectors. Another 
speaker was Pat McMahan (to our knowledge we are not 
related, but we plan to share genealogy). Pat has traveled 
world-wide, collecting agates with inclusions. He has co-
authored two books, and his website can be found at 
http://www.agateswithinclusions.com. Pat had fabulous 
pictures of probably every type of plume agate, and the 
colors were amazing. He even shared tips on his methods 
of photographing rocks, which many photographers 
today won’t share. 

That evening was a bar-b-que and live auction.  We 
ate in Chadron at a favorite Mexican restaurant, rather 
than at the bar-b-que, then hurried on to the auction. 
Carolyn got some nice specimens, as did I. I also won a 
crocheted art piece that says “I am a Rockhound.” It will 
be part of my show and tell at the next meeting. The lady 
who made it takes orders for anything, family names, 
etc. 

On Monday, we were off on our own collecting, and 
got caught in a storm. We watched the black clouds 
closely, and the lightning, too. When it got close enough, 
we hopped into the car and left. It was both scary and 
exciting. 

If you have never been to the “Crawford Swap,” try 
to go next year over Labor Day weekend. It is beautiful 
country, and there are many attractions in the area. Fort 
Robinson State Park is very close to Crawford. You can 
rent a soldier’s barrack, or a room in the main building. 

There is horseback riding and many other activities and 
history located there, much to be found at the Fort 
Robinson Museum. You can even buy rocks in the gift 
shop. We stopped by there and also went to the Museum 
of the Fur Trade at the suggestion of Richard Farlow 
from the Omaha club. It was amazing. For example, they 
have the largest collection of guns that were traded to the 
Native Americans. There were also many, many 
historical items related to the fur trade. 

Other attractions in the area are the Mari Sandoz High 
Plains Heritage Center, Dawes County Museum, 
Chadron State Park, Nebraska National Park (mainly for 
hiking), Toadstool Geological Park, and the Hudson-
Meng Bison Bonebed which is much like Ashfall State 
Park, but the animals died in a different way. Crawford is 
very near South Dakota and Wyoming; those places 
boasting their own activities. 

Thanks to the members of the Northwest Nebraska 
Rock Club, their families, and friends who help make 
this great event happen each year! Did I mention they 
have homemade breakfast and lunch, plus water, soda, 
and the coffee is always on, at reasonable prices? And 
lots of rocks! If you can’t find what you want, you can 
more than likely buy it there. 
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each issue 



1/4 page ad 

Full page ad 

3” x 4.75” ad 



4” x 5.75” ad in multiple, statewide papers 

This ad was published in multiple, statewide papers 



Postcard 



North 48th Street Cornhusker Highway 

Superior Street Highway 2 at 56th Street 



FREE ADMISSION
BUY - SELL - TRADE - ROCKS - MINERALS 

FOSSILS - JEWELRY - EQUIPMENT

CASH SALES MUST BE COMPLETED USING SWAPPER DOLLARS. SWAPPER DOLLARS ARE AVAILABLE
FROM THE CLUB TREASURER AT A 10% SURCHARGE, PAYABLE BY THE BUYER.

LINCOLN GEM & MINERAL CLUB BOX 5342 LINCOLN NE 68505-0342
CONTACT RICHARD PETERSON 402-489-2996

LINCOLN GEM & MINERAL CLUBʼS

35TH ANNUAL ROCK SWAP
Saturday JANUARY 25, 2014 1:00PM - 5:00PM

Dealer Tables - ½ Table $10, Full Table $20 - Doors Open to Dealers at 12 Noon

Family 

Friendly

Silent 

Auction

ANTELOPE PARK SHELTER
VETERANS MEMORIAL DRIVE, LINCOLN, NEBRASKA

LOCATION 
CHANGE





SECTION 4 – SUPPORT FOR REGIONAL FEDERATIONS, AFMS AND OTHER CLUBS 
 
 
4a. Members serving as Midwest Federation Officers, Committee Chairs or committee members: 
 
 1. First Vice President – James Marburger 

2. Membership Chairman - James Marburger 
3. Newsletter Editor - Sharon Marburger 
4. Nebraska State Director - Charles Wooldridge 
 

4a. Supplemental - Members serving other clubs: 
 
 1. Brad Nielsen served as a Board Member for the Nebraska Mineral and Gem Club (Omaha). 

 
4b. Members attended a Federation convention or show: 
 
 1. AFMS: James Marburger, Sharon Marburger 

2. MWF: James Marburger, Sharon Marburger, Charles Wooldridge, Jackie Barnhardt, Philip Paul 
Ashmore, Carolyn Ashmore, Ed Dvorak, Richard Peterson 

 
4c. Members supporting Federation scholarships or endowment funds: 
 
 1. $80 to the Endowment Fund. 

 
4d. Advertising in Pick & Shovel 
 
4e. Members held joint field trips with other clubs: 
 
 1. Fort Dodge, Iowa in Iowa (see Section 2i for information) 

2. Fort Dodge, Iowa in Nebraska (see Section 2i for information) 
 
 

  
  
  

 
 



4f - CLUB EXCHANGED BULLETINS WITH OTHER CLUBS: 
 
 
ILLINOIS 
Chicago: Chicago Rocks & Mineral Society, “Pick & Dop Stick” 
 
INDIANA 
South Bend: Michiana Gem & Mineral Society, “Rockfinder” 
 
KANSAS 
Topeka: Topeka Gem & Mineral Society, “Glacial Drifter” 
Wichita: Wichita Gem & Mineral Society, “Quarry Quips” 
 
MICHIGAN 
Redford: Michigan Mineralogical Society, “Conglomerate” 
 
MINNESOTA 
Barnum: Carleton County Gem & Mineral Club, “Agate Picker” 
 
MISSOURI 
Independence: Show Me Rockhounds 
Independence: Independence Gem & Mineral Society, “The Gemrock” 
 
NEBRASKA 
Omaha: Nebraska Mineral & Gem Club, “Rear Trunk” 
 
OHIO 
Mansfield: Richland Lithic and Lapidary Society, “Lithnics” 
Toledo: Toledo Gem & Rockhound Club, “Rocky Reader” 
 
OKLAHOMA 
Tulsa: Tulsa Rock and Mineral Society, “T-Town Rockhound” 
 
TEXAS 
Katy: Houston Gem & Mineral Society, “Back Benders’ Gazette” 
Seabrook: Clear Lake Gem & Mineral Society, “Stoney Statements” 
 
WISCONSIN 
Jamesville: Badger Lapidary and Geological Society, “Badger Diggin’s” 
Wauwatosa: Wisconsin Geological Society, Inc., “The Trilobite” 





Beautiful display 

New Silent Auction chairman, Susan Stanforth, with Donna and J.C. Moore 

Oreodont Foot & Leg found in Nebraska 

Golden Selenite 

Oreodont found in South Dakota 



Photo by Lynn Maxedon  

LGMC members in attendance: James Marburger, Sharon Marburger, Philip Paul Ashmore, 
Carolyn Ashmore, Ed Dvorak, Charles Wooldridge, Jackie Barnhardt 

photo courtesy of Sharon Marburger 

The only Laker found (at least I didn’t hear 
of any others). Yes, I am happy and proud 
of it.  So what if it is only as big as the tip of 

my pinky finger!   

It is perfect and beautiful! 





SECTION 5 – COMMUNITY RELATIONS 
 
 
SECTION 5a – Members gave talks or demonstrations at local schools 
 

1/2014 Susy McMahan, Carolyn Ashmore, Briana Suhr 
Huntington Elementary School 
Lincoln 

 
SECTION 5b – Members gave talks or demonstrations to local groups 
 

 
SECTION 5c – Members maintained a booth, or an activity, at a local event 
 

3/9/2014 

Charles & Karen Messenger, Jayne Beer, Susy McMahan, 
Ed Dvorak, James & Sharon Marburger, Aulden Stewart, 
Carolyn & Philip Paul Ashmore, Vera Lyman, Charles 
Wooldridge, Ed Ridge, Mark Awakuni-Swetland, Carrie 
Burkhart, and juniors Corey, Jayden, and Mia 

Geology Day 
Pioneers Park Nature Center 
Lincoln 

3/2014 

Susy McMahan, Paul & Carolyn Ashmore, Brian & Jayne 
Beer, Linda Guenter, Ed Ridge, Sharon Schleiger, Briana 
Suhr, Aulden Stewart 

Juniors: Ivy, Corey, Jayden, Ian, Mia, Sarah, Taylor 

Zoetis, LPS, Novartis Science Fair 
Lancaster Event Center 
Lincoln 

7/13/2014 
Ed & Pat Dvorak, James & Sharon Marburger, Brian & 
Jayne Beer, Corey Beer, Vera Lyman, Andrew Tiedje, 
Charles & Karen Messenger, and junior Ruby 

Grinding Party 
Pioneers Park Nature Center 
Lincoln 

 

1/2014 
James & Sharon Marburger, Jayne Beer, Corey Beer, Mark 
Awakuni-Swetland, Charles Wooldridge 

University of Nebraska – Lincoln, 
East Campus, Geology talk open 
to the public. 

1/11/2014 Nancy Akins (at Lincoln Curios) 
Webelos Pack 8 
Lincoln 

4/19/2014 Nancy Akins (at Lincoln Curios) 
Faith Lutheran School (1st 
Graders) 
Lincoln

7/14/2014 Nancy Akins (at Lincoln Curios) 
Day Care 
Lincoln 

7/17/2014 Nancy Akins (at Lincoln Curios) 
Day Care 
Lincoln 

7/17/2014 Nancy Akins (at Lincoln Curios) 
Day Care 
Lincoln 

10/2014 Nancy Akins (at Lincoln Curios) 
Student from Ashland-Greenwood 
High School 













President Ed Dvorak set up for demonstrating wire 
wrapping.  Waiting for the public to come in 

Charles Wooldridge set up to share a variety of things: tumbled 
stones, faceted stones, agates, and Nebraska fossils and minerals 

Co-host Charlie Messenger takes a moment to look at 
the 2012 All American Club notebook. 

Mark Awakuni-Swetland shares information on Plains Native 
Americans, and the tools they used 

Some visitors to the Pioneers Park Nature Center, and Geology Day! 













A couple of Ed Dvorak’s wire-
wrapped pieces, 

created during the event. 

Look at all the pretty stones! 



Ruby and mom showing off Ruby’s collection 





SECTION 6 – GOVERNMENT AGENCY AND LEGISLATIVE RELATIONS 
 
 
Club members supported access/collecting lobbying organizations 
 
 
American Lands Access Association (ALAA) 
Blue Ribbon Coalition 
 
 
Susy McMahan named the Nebraska State Liaison to ALAA 
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