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www.lincolngemmineralclub.org

Grinding Party
GRINDING PARTY.  Prairie Building, 
Pioneer Park, 3208 Coddington Avenue 

July 13:  Sun. 1:00-4:00. 

Members bring their grinders or polishers and stage 
four hours of demonstrations of lapidary techniques.  

This includes cutting to make lapidary pieces and pol-
ishing.  The members also have finished work on display.  
Kids can take home free rough slabs of lapidary rock. 

 
Admission: FREE, with FREE parking.  
Contact: Charles ÒWoolyÓ Wooldridge, 

6115 Huntington Avenue., Lincoln, NE  68507,
 (402) 416-3233,

 charles.wooldridge@dhhs.ne.gov

General Meetings 
All general meetings will be held at the Bethany Park 

Shelter at 7:00 PM on the third Thursday of the month. 
December and January are the only exceptions. 

May 15, 2008
June 20 thru 22, 2008   Annual & Regional LGMC Show
at Pershing Center Downtown Lincoln.
June, July, and August   No meetings
September 18, 2008
October 16, 2008
November 20, 2008
December 14, 2008    Christmas Party

Board Meetings 
Gere Library June 4, 2008 (Board & Show)

September 3,2008 -Anderson Library - 7 PM room 1
October 1, 2008 - Gere Library - 7 PM room 1

November 5, 2008 - Gere Library - 7 PM room 1
December 3, 2008 - Gere Library - 7 PM room 1

Visitors
The meeting was called to order at 7:10 p.m. by Presi-

dent Terry Anderson.  Twenty adult members and one 
Pebble Pup were present.  Eight guests, Brad Nielsen, Jeff 
Meyer, Sara Meyer, and  the John Steinberger family were 
welcomed.

Program
The program for the May meeting will be a silent auction. 

Pies
Members are asked to bring a pie for our evening refresh-
ment.
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GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
April 17 , 2008, Bethany Park Shelter

The meeting was called to order at 7:10 p.m. by Presi-
dent Terry Anderson.  Twenty adult members and one 
Pebble Pup were present.  Eight guests, Brad Nielsen, Jeff 
Meyer, Sara Meyer, and  the John Steinberger family were 
welcomed.

OLD BUSINESS:  
The minutes of the March meeting were published in 

the Pick & Shovel.  Jim Marburger moved to accept the 
minutes as printed, second by Charles Wooldridge.  Mo-
tion carried.

The treasurerÕs report for March was read by Vera 
Lyman.  Charles Wooldridge moved to accept the report 
as read, second by Al Stewart.  Motion carried.

We are still accepting specimens to donate to Lincoln 
Public Schools.  Please bring your donations to Vera Ly-
man and she will deliver to LPS.  Thanks to those who 
have donated thus far.

Roger Pabian reported on the status of the 2008 
Show.  Roger asks that we put out discount dollars a cou-
ple weeks before the show, making a Òdollar blitzÓ.  Con-
tact Ed Ridge to reserve cases and table space for individ-
ual displays.

The Pfizer/LPS Science Fair was held April 2 at 
Pershing.  Susy McMahan, Roger Pabian, Ed Ridge and Al 
Stewart attended and demonstrated.  Roger had fossil dis-
play, Susy and Al polished stones, and Ed had a little of 
everything.

Sharon Marburger has finished scanning all years of 
the Pick & Shovels for archival.

NEW BUSINESS:
Delegates were chosen to attend the Midwest Federa-

tion and NAOSCI convention meetings.  Charles Woold-
ridge volunteered for MWF.  Charles Wooldridge, Al 
Stewart, Ed Dvorak, and Robert Cropp volunteered for 
NAOSCI.  A big thank you to this group.  LGMC will 
have the full number of delegates attending this year!!

We will have a Silent Auction instead of a program in 
May.  Proceeds will go to the lapidary fund.  Everyone is 
asked to donate items for this Silent Auction.

Thanks to everyone who brought pies to this meeting 
for refreshments.

Roger Pabian moved to adjourn the meeting to re-
freshments and program, second by Jim Marburger.  Mo-
tion carried at 8:05 p.m.

Five door prizes were drawn.  Winners were Leahh 
Anderson, Terry Anderson, Sara Meyer (visitor), Jeff 
Meyer (visitor), and John Steinberger (visitor).

The program was Rhodochrosite: Red Treasure of the 
Rockies; The Story of the Sweet Home Mine by Silver 
Mountain Production, LLC.  Thanks to Charles Woold-
ridge for providing this interesting and informative, not to 
mention awe-inspiring, video.

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Marburger

Scholarship Grants

Vera Lyman received information 
from Lincoln Public Schools 
regarding scholarship monies.  
They would like samples for the 
5th grade classes; 1-2 inches in 
size, bagged in twelves.  The 
specimen list will be published 
in the Pick & Shovel.  Vera will 
confirm the numbers and 
volume needed.

1 Quartz 13 Obsidian

2 Feldspar 14 Pumice

3 Mica 15 Sandstone

4 Calcite 16 Shale

5 Halite 17 Limestone

6 Talc 18 Chalk

7 ------------ 19 Coal

8 Pyrite 20 Marble

9 Copper Sulfide 21 Slate

10 Sulpher 22 Quartzite

11 Granite 23 Petrified Wood

12 Basalt 24 Fossil Gastropods
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LINCOLN GEM & MINERAL CLUB, INC. Ð 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
April 2, 2008; Walt Library

The meeting was called to order at 7:08 p.m.  Board 
members present were Charles Wooldridge, Roger Pittard, 
Vera Lyman, Sharon Marburger, Jim Marburger, John Har-
rison, Al Stewart, and Jim Atkins.  Ed Ridge attended.

The minutes of the February Board meeting were dis-
tributed.  John Harrison moved to accept the minutes as 
printed and distributed, second by Jim Atkins.  Motion car-
ried.   There were no minutes for March as there was no 
meeting due to lack of quorum.  The TreasurerÕs report for 
February was distributed.  Jim Marburger moved to accept 
the report as printed and distributed, second by John Harri-
son.  Motion carried.  The TreasurerÕs report for March was 
printed and distributed.  Sharon Marburger moved to ac-
cept the report as printed and distributed, second by Jim 
Marburger.  Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS:  Jim Atkins is hoping to get the web 
page updated and operational soon.

Vera Lyman called the IRS regarding the mandatory tax 
filing for non-profit organizations.  Sharon Marburger will 
see that the Form 990-N gets e-filed.

Jim Marburger is checking to see if the club can gain 
access to sand pits at Schuyler, Fairbury, or Alexandria.  

NEW BUSINESS:

James Null has been reinstated as a member.

As President Terry Anderson has not submitted a 
budget for 2008, the Board, on its own motion, voted to 
carry over the 2007 budget to 2008.

The Board selected April as ÒPie MonthÓ.  Everyone is 
requested to bring a pie to the general meeting.

No further business was discussed.  The meeting ad-
journed at 7:50 p.m. on a motion by Jim Atkins, second by 
John Harrison.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Marburger

Tri-Federation Rockhound Rendezvous - Reprise 
By Richard Pankey,  Inter Ð Regional Field Trips

The Northwest, Rocky Mountain and California Federa-
tions will host a Rockhound Rendezvous to Texas Springs, 
NV over Memorial Day Weekend, 2008 and all AFMS 
members are invited to attend. We had such a great time in 
2003 we decided to do it again. The date is set Ð May 21 to 
26, 2008. The place is picked Ð the Texas Springs area for 
spectacular pink agate limb casts, as well as, other agate and 
petrified wood. Arrangements are being made; details are 
being finalized and the flier will be issued next month. 
Watch for the fliers and information in the AFMS Newslet-
ter and on the web site, as well as, the host federationÕs 
Newsletters and web sites. 

Late spring is a beautiful time of year to be in northern 
NevadaÕs high desert. The days are warm and the evenings 
are cool. Great weather for rockhounding and for our ren-
dezvous. We will collect at 4 to 6 different sites: pink limb 
casts, small limb casts and bogwood, snakeskin agate, jasp/
agate limb casts, geodes, and more. Our Rendezvous will 
include daily collecting trips, potluck dinners, daily Happy 
Hours, evening campfires, map exchange and tailgate dis-
plays. This area has been popular with rockhounds for 
many years, and prized material can still be found for those 
who are willing to dig for it. And many were successful! In 
2003 we had over 200 rockhounds from 14 western states 
representing 55 clubs of the three federations. 

Come join us for a great Tri-Federation Rendezvous of 
collecting, fun and fellowship. Mark your calendar, schedule 
your vacation, and plan to join us next May 21st to 26th.

Rocky Mountain Federation News November-2007

For more information go to:
http://www.rmfms.org/pdf/T ri-Federation%20Field%20Trip_2008.pdf
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For more than three years, students, staff and volun-
teers from the University of Iowa Museum of Natural His-
tory, Department of Geoscience and Office of the State 
Archaeologist have been excavating, analyzing and carefully 
reconstructing the bones of an ice-age giant sloth from a 
site near Shenandoah, Iowa.  Like detectives at a 12,000 
year-old crime scene, the team has been attempting to piece 
together a life history of this extinct, furry, SUV-sized 
mammal.  What did it eat?  Why did it die?  And why did 
giant sloths mysteriously become extinct, along with over 
three dozen other large ice age animals, approximately 
10,000 years ago?

 
Bob and Sonia Athen first discovered the sloth in the 

summer of 2001 behind their home, along the West Tarkio 
Creek, which forms the border between their land and that 
owned by Dean and Loreta Tiemann of Lincoln, Nebraska.  
The Athens subsequently brought their specimens to Iowa 
City, where Holmes Semken, emeritus professor of Geo-
science and leader of the sloth research project, identified 
them as the remains of Megalonyx jeffersoni, the giant 
sloth discovered by and named in honor of Thomas Jeffer-
son.  Dr. Semken visited the site the following spring and 
excavation began in September of 2003.  Both families 
have been enthusiastic donors and participants in the exca-
vations.

 
Bone distribution at the Tarkio Valley site suggest this 

sloth died in or near the water, then partially decayed and 
broke up into body segments that floated and dispersed 
before burial.  The presence of smaller bones and absence 
of  abrasion indicate the bones have not been moved by the 
river.  Approximately 90 bones have been recovered so far, 
more than at all but one other Megalonyx site.

 
Megalonyx jeffersoni was the size of a small elephant 

and weighed 2-3 tons.  Megalonyx is known from fewer 
that 200 published sites in the US, as compared to thou-
sands of mammoth and mastodon discoveries.  The major-
ity of sloth sites consist of only a single bone.  Sloths are in 
the Order Xenarthra, which includes armadillos, anteaters 
and sloths.  These sloths originated in South America and 
migrated to North America about 5 million years ago.  
They are characterized by a lack of tooth enamel, varying 

number of cervical vertebrae, bony strnabrae and sternal 
ribs, extra articulations on the lumbar vertebrae, small 
brains and low body temperature.

 
In the spring of 2006, the mystery became much more 

complicated.  In a series of expeditions from April to June, 
the research team recovered more than 30 smaller bones, 
which have been confirmed as belonging to a juvenile ver-
sion of the same species, probably 1-2 years old.  The 
bones were found about 10 feet away from where the first 
adult bones were discovered.  This discovery marks the first 
time an immature sloth of this species has been found di-
rectly associated with an adult, and is the second-most 
complete juvenile Megalonyx ever found.  In the fall of 
2006, the research team announced that a bone belonging 
to a second juvenile sloth had been uncovered.  The scap-
ula, or shoulder blade, recovered on the early November 
dig has been confirmed as belonging to a very young indi-
vidual of the same species previously recovered, probably 
less than one year old.

 
Semken is currently preparing a grant proposal for the 

National Science Foundation (NSF) to fund analyses of the 
fossils.  The discovery opens the door to giant sloth re-
search that has never been possible before.  The museum 
will have to extract and sequence the DNA to prove that 
the two finds constitute a true sloth family, but the close 
association of the fossils is compelling evidence that they 
are related.  The proposed research has the potential to in-
dicate the climate, local habitat, diet, dietary deficiencies, 
some diseases and possibly the migration patterns for the 
animals.  Together, the three individual sloths may help es-
tablish parameters for determining the sex of  adults, age of 
sexual maturity, growth rates and diet changes with age, 
forming a Rosetta Stone of sorts for understanding this 
extinct species.

 
Excavation of the site continues with the help of vol-

unteers from all across the Midwest.  The goal of this pro-
ject is to make this sloth the best researched specimen ever 
by using the labs and expertise available at the University of 
Iowa.  The skeleton will eventually go on display in the UI 
Museum of Natural History.

THE TARKIO VALLEY SLOTHS: ICE AGE ANIMALS IN OUR BACKYARD
FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA

MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY & DEPARTMENT OF GEOSCIENCE
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Club News and Information
HELP!

Greetings everyone.  At the April General Meeting, it 
was suggested that LGMC begin submitting entries to the 
various competitions sponsored by the MidWest Federation 
and AFMS.  I volunteered to collect and organize items 
documenting the ClubÕs activities during 2008.  Judy Cropp 
and Vera Lyman have offered to help with the final produc-
tion of our entry(ies). 

I NEED YOUR HELP!!  If you have photographs of 
any Club-sponsored activities, please share them with me.  
Currently I am seeking photos from: 1) the January Swap; 
2) Geology Day; and 3) Pfizer Science Fair.  I will also ac-
cept any written stories, reports, or anecdotes from these 
activities.

Worried that your item isnÕt worthy?  As I am counting 
on each and every one of you to overwhelm me with in-
formation, items not selected for the specific competition 
will be placed in the History Files.  Unfortunately, our His-
tory files have been sorely neglected in recent years, so this 
is a great opportunity to again begin preserving the activi-
ties and Òfuture historyÓ of the Club.

You may e-mail items to me at  HYPERLINK 
"mailto:mamamar@windstream.net" 
mamamar@windstream.net, mail items to me at the address 
shown in your WhoÕs Who, or bring them to Club meetings.

Remember, the Club belongs to us all.  Thank you, in 
advance, for your contributions.

Sharon Marburger
Secretary and Historian

Presentations at Lincoln Area Schools

    On Thursday, April 17, Roger Pabian made a presenta-
tion on rocks and minerals to 19 fourth graders, one 
teacher, and two helpers at Faith Lutheran School. 

Roger showed examples of common rock forming 
minerals and gave some tips on how geologists identify 
them. Roger also showed some gem minerals and metallic 
minerals including specimens of copper, silver, and gold.

    On Friday, April 25, Susy McMahan showed 12 special 
education students and their teachers at North Star High 
School examples of crystals, fossils, geodes, and copper in 
her presentation.

Susy answered a battery of questions and found her audi-
ence highly receptive to the activity. The students told 
about a trip that they had recently taken to Lincoln Curio 
to view rocks and minerals there.

    Submitted by Roger Pabian
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Hello Juniors!  It  is my desire to dedicate a page to you in the Pick & Shovel.  If  there is something youÕd like to see on this 
page, please let me know.  This month IÕm sending you on a hunt for Dinosaurs.  Answers on page 7.

      PEBBLE PUPS
                                                               By Mrs. Marburger
 

Dinosaurs 
 
ALLOSAURUS 
APATOSAURUS 
BAGACERATOPS 
BRACHI OSAURUS 
BRONTOSAURUS 
CENTROSAURUS 
DI LOPHOSAURUS 
EORAPTOR 
I GUANODON 
MEGALOSAURUS 
MEGARAPTOR 
NODOSAURUS 
PENTACERATOPS 
POLACANTHUS 
STEGOSAURUS 
SYNTARSUS 
TRACHODON 
TRI CERATOPS 
TYRANNOSAURUS 
VELOCI RAPTOR 
VULCANODON 
 
 

T L I C S U R U A S O T A P A N O G X M 
I Y T N D A C F T W G M G J C F O E S C 
G K R C R B B R A C H I O S A U R U S Y 
C T I A F R L D M R A B O P M E H A P I 
E F C L N O R S U R U A S O D O N S O P 
N N E L Z N S R R A W A B T O R O Y T T 
T L R O A T O X A Q D N S A D A D N A A 
R F A S R O I S E P E D S R E P O T R T 
O W T A C S R U A R N U D E F T N A E N 
S R O U B A L R N U R S N C Q O A R C R 
A O P R O U I U X U R G A A R R C S A Y 
U T S U S R B A A S D U L G Y D L U T N 
R P M S L U B S T E G O S A U R U S N O 
U A E L O S O O S S R A R B L R V T E D 
S R A Y D L D H T T I T E G E O O E P O 
G A I X A M C P O L A C A N T H U S L N 
U G R G S M I O A A T E T E M P C C H A 
N E E E X V E L O C I R A P T O R L V U 
I M T V T Q K I B N E D A W O S O E R G 
A P S I I N O D O H C A R T N C L Y A I 
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President Terry Anderson 402-826-0480 cajunbrat@neb.rr.com

1st Vice President Roger Pittard 402-759-4623 rogerp@dtnspeed.net

2nd Vice president Charles Wooldridge 402-325-8849 charles.wooldridge@hhss.ne.go v

Treasurer Vera Lyman 402-464-6089

Secretary Sharon Marburger 402-792-2348 mamamar@windstream.net

Board Member James Atkins 402-483-1610 jna@inetnebr.com

Board Member John Harrison 402-792-2337 jh21923@alltel.net

Board Member James Marburger 402-792-2348 jm24122@windstream.net

Board Member Al Stewart 402-483-1044 mmstewart@inebraska.com

2008  Elected  Officers

Nominating Committee  Long Range Planning & By-Laws Committee

3 Years Vera Lyman

Edward Ridge

2 Years John Harrison

Aulden Stewart

1 Year Mary Pittard

Phyllis Parks

3 Years Charles Wooldridge

Phyllis Parks

2 Years Susan Taylor

Edward Ridge

1 Year Vera Lyman

Roger Pabian

Education/Librarian Roger Pabian

Field Trips James Marburger

Historian Sharon Marburger

Membership Record Edward Ridge

Programs Charles Wooldridge

Property James Marburger

Refreshments/Door Prizes Andrea Anderson

Youth Activities Kay Jurgens, Vera Lyman   , Judy Reilly

Auditing Committee John Harrison, Roger Pabian,            
James Marburger

Geology Day Coordinator Roger Pittard

MWF Liaison Vera Lyman

Scholarship Vera Lyman

Christmas Party Edward Ridge

2008 Show Roger Pabian

2008 Swap Charles Wooldrige

Standing Committees

(Answers to puzzles on Page 6)

PresidentÕs Message
by Terry Anderson

Terry Anderson

Sorry Terry was busy and did not provide the P&S with a 
PresidentÕs Message this month.

Dinosaurs
ANSWERS

T S U R U A S O T A P A
Y T

R B B R A C H I O S A U R U S
C I A R P E P
E C L N O S U R U A S O D O N S O
N E L N T R O Y T
T R O T O A A D N A
R A S O S S R P O T R
O T A S U A U E T N A E
S R O U A R U R C O A R C
A O P R U U U R A R C S A
U T S U R A A U G L U T N
R P S U S T E G O S A U R U S N O
U A S O O B V E D
S R L H P O

A A P O L A C A N T H U S N
G G O A
E E V E L O C I R A P T O R U
M I G

N O D O H C A R T I
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Lincoln Gem and Mineral Club
Proudly Presents its 50th Annual

Gem and Mineral

SHOW
ÒOur Golden AnniversaryÓ

June 20-22, 2008
In conjunction with the Annual Conventions of the 

Midwest Federation of Mineralogical Societies and the 

Nebraska Association of Earth Science Clubs

Pershing Center
(lower level)

226 Centennial Mall South 
Lincoln Nebraska

Thr ee Great Days of
Education and Entertainment

Featuring Dealers, Gemstones, Minerals, Agates, Fossils, Jasper, Petrified Wood, Jewelry, 
Gem and Jewelry Making Equipment and Supplies, Demonstrations, Educational Pro-

grams, Rough and Uncut Gems, ChildrenÕs Activities, and much more. 
************Discount Coupon***********

Fun for the whole family
Hours: Friday, June 20, 9-7; Saturday, June 21, 9-7; Sunday, June 22, 10-5

Admission: Adults, $5.00; children under 12, free with adult; 

3 day pass, $12.00

Bring this coupon for $1.00 off. Good for all adults in party. 
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The Rock Tumbler
A division of wolf enterprises

Your Factory Authorized Full Line Lortone Dealer
 

Savings - Service - Selection

www.therocktumbler.com 
 

Roger Wolf, Owner
1011 N. 79th Street, Lincoln. NE 68505, (402) 489-1105 

roger@therocktumbler.com

J.J. & L. Rocks and Minerals
COME SEE US FOR YOUR ROUGH NEEDS

GEMS - CABS - SLABS - MOUNTINGS

STERLING SILVER - GOLD FILLED - 14K GOLD

SILVER SUPPLIES - TOOLS - MACHINERY - NEW AND USED

CUSTOM SERVICES FOR SLABS, FLAT LAPPING, AND CABOCHONS

STARTING OUR 33RD YEAR

330 LOCUST      HICKMAN , NE  68372-0068            PHONE      402-792-2337

ÒPROVIDING SUPPLIES FOR THE NO VICE T O THE DISCRIMIN ATING  R OCKHOUNDÓ

PLEASE CALL FOR APPOINT MENT

Advertising by rock-hobby business or interest is permitted 
with the approval of the Board. The rate is set at $15.00 per 
full page; $7.50 per 1/2 Page; $5.00 per 1/3 page and $3.75 
per 1/4 page (min) per issue, paid in advance. These ads will 
be placed through out the bulletin a space permits. 

Subscription to the Pick & shovel is $10.00 per year mailed.

Dues to Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club are as follows:

Adults (age 16 and over) $10 per year;  Juniors (age 12 to 16) 
$2 per year; Family membership (Couple, resident children 
under age 16) $22 per year.  New memberships must be ap-
proved by the Board, after applicant attends at least one meet-
ing of the Club and pays the above dues plus a $5 registration 
fee.

Meetings: Third thursday, September through May except De-
cember & January. Those dates will be announced. The meet-
ings are held at Bethany Park Indoor Shelter, at Cotner and 
Vine Street.
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L.G.M.C. Web address-Courtesy of Jim Atkins
http://incolor.inetnebr.com/jna/gemclub/lgmc.htm

Your Pick & Shovel staff:
Publisher: Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club, Inc.  P.O. box 5342,         
Lincoln, Nebraska  68505-0342
Editor: Jim Atkins  3028 So. 35th Street,  Lincoln Nebraska  68506   
E-mail: jna@inetnebr.com
Circulation: Phyllis N. Parks   402-476-6798
Business Reporter: Vera Lyman  402-464-6089
News Reporters: All Members

The PICK & SHOVE L is the official publication of the Lincoln Gem 
& Mineral Club, Lincoln, Nebraska. Articles and items appearing 
within may be reproduced in other club bulletins, provided proper 
credit is given to the PICK & SHOVE L and the author and that a 
reprint of the bulletin is sent to the editor of the PICK & SHOVE L.

The purpose of this corporation shall be to study, promote an interest in, and disseminate knowledge of lapidary and various Earth Sciences including 
by not necessarily limit ed to Geology, Paleontology and Mineralogy. It  shall be a particular purpose of the corporation to provide education in these 
fields to its members and the general public, especially to youth and student groups.

Mail Exchange Newsletters to:

Lincoln Gem & Mineral Club 
P.O. box 5342
Lincoln, Nebraska  68505- 0342

or E-Mail Newsletters to:
jna@inetnebr,com


